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INTRODUCTION

The Office of the State Auditor, Division of Technical Assistance, is pleased to present the Digest of Parts

of Mississippi Code of 1972 Affecting County Affairs,  also referred to as the County Government Legal Digest,  revised

through the 2002 regular session of the Mississippi Legislature.

Th is publication provides a convenient reference guide to the M ississippi Code for those having

resp on sibility  at the county government level. It directs the user to pertinent code sec tions an d p rese nts th em  in

full length  or sum m ary form, or directs the user to the relevant section of the M ississippi Code. How ever, persons

wishing to research legal questions in detail should refer directly to the M ississippi Code.

The Digest is published as a service of the Office of the State Auditor. First used only within the Office,

the pub lication has  evo lved in to a depen dab le code referen ce source fo r county officials,  county attorneys and

others who hold county government level responsibili ty.

The Digest is organ ized by C ode  Title and  Ch apter. So m e Chap ters are listed  on ly by re ference nu m ber,

but most are summ arized, and some contain editorial remarks (shown in brackets). An index aligning sub jects  with

code sections follows the text.  The index is a particularly valuable research tool, and contains some references

to cod e sections  no t included  in the tex t.

Questions or suggestions regarding this pub lication should be directed to the Division of Technical

Assistance at 1-80 0-3 21 -12 75 . Co pies are available at cost from the Office of the State Auditor, Division of

Technical A ssistance, 

PO B ox 956, Jackson, M s, 39205.
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DIGEST OF PARTS OF MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972

AFFECTING COUNTY AFFAIRS
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

* * * * * * * *

TITLE 1.  LAWS AND STATUTES

CHAPTER 1. CODE OF 1972

1-1-11.  Distribution of the Code of 1972.  Details the distribution of the M ississippi Code of 1972

(purchased by the State)  by the Joint Comm ittee on Compilation, Revision, and Publication of Legislation,

including to circuit  clerks, chancery clerks, and sheriffs. 1997, 385; 1998, 325, 546; 1999, 310; 2000, 511.

CHAPTER 3.  CONSTRUCTION OF STATUTES

1-3-63.  Year.   The term "year," when used in any statute, means a calendar y ear, unless  a con trary

intention be expressed.  1942, 701.

1-3-67.  Time, how computed when a number of days is prescribed.  W hen process shall  be

required to be se rved o r no tice g iven any  num ber of d ays, the day of the act,  event or default from w hich the

designated period of time begins to run shall not be included.  The last day of the period so computed  shall  be

included unless  it is a Sa turday , a Sunda y or a  legal holiday, or any other da y w he n the  co ur thou se  or  the c lerk's

office is in fact closed, whether with or without legal authority, in which event the period runs until  the end of the

next day w hich is n ot a  Saturday, a Sunday, a legal holiday, or any other day when  the cou rthou se  or  the c lerk's

office is closed.  When  the period of time prescribed or allowed  is less than seve n (7) days, intermediate Saturday s,

Sundays and legal holidays shall be excluded in the computation.  1991, 573.

1-3-69.  Publications, time of, when a number of weeks is prescribed.  W hen publication

shall be required to be made in some newspaper "for three (3) weeks,” such publication shall  be made once each

week  for three (3) successive weeks, and the time within which the noticed party is required to  act or within which

the noticing party m ay  pro ceed  sha ll be  com pu ted  from  the  first date o f pu blication.  This rule shall  furnish a guide

for any similar case, whether the time required be more or less than three (3) weeks.  1942, 706; 1991, 573.

1-3-71.  Relationship within "third degree" defined.  In eac h and  every  statu te of this s tate in

which the phrase "kindred within the third degree" or "relationship within the third degree" is used, and in which

no other rule is applied or indicated, the civil law rule in computing relationship shall  govern.  1942, 707.

Editor's Note-- Am erican Jurisprudence, "Descent and Distribution," desk book, Docum ent No. 184, compu tes

degrees o f kindred throug h the twelfth deg ree.  The first four deg rees are as follows:

First Degree: Father or m other, son or d aug hter.

Second D egree: Bro ther or sister, grandfathe r or gran dm other, grandson o r grand dau ghter.

Third Degree: Great-grandfather or  great gran dm other,  great-grandson or great-

granddaughter, uncle or aunt, nephew or niece.

Fourth Degree: Great-great-grandfather or great-great-grandmother, great-great-grandson or

great-great-grand dau ghter,  great-uncle or great-aunt, great-nephew  or g rea t-

niece, first cousin.



TITLE 3.  STATE SOVEREIGNTY, JURISDICTION AND HOLIDAYS

CHAPTER 3.  STATE BOUNDARIES, HOLIDAYS, ETC.

3-3-7.  Legal holidays.  (1) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (2) of this section, the

following are  declared  to be leg al holidays, viz .:  the first day o f January (N ew  Ye ar's Day); the third Monday of

Janu ary (Rob ert E . Lee 's birthday  and  Dr. M artin Lu ther K ing, Jr.'s birthday); the third  M ond ay o f Feb ruary

(W ashing ton's  birthday); the last M onday of April (Confederate M emorial Day); the last M onday in M ay (National

M emorial Day and Jefferson Davis'  birthday); the fourth day of July (Independence Day); the first M onday of

September (La bo r Day); the  elev en th day  of N ov em ber (A rm istice  or V eterans' Day); the day fixed by

proclamation by  the  governo r of M ississ ipp i as a  day o f Th anksgiv ing , which sh all be fixed to correspond to the

da te proclaimed by the President of the United States (Thanksgiving Day); and the twenty-fifth day of Decem ber

(Christmas Da y).  Pro vided , however, that in  the  even t any holiday  hereinbefore  declared  legal sh all fall  on Sun-

day, then the next following day shall  be a legal holiday.

(2) In lieu of any  one (1 ) legal holiday provided for in subsection (1) of this section, with the

exception of the third M ond ay in Ja nua ry (Robert E. Lee’s and Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday), the governing

authorities of any  m un icipality  or county may declare, by order spread upon its minutes, M ardi Gras Day or any

one (1) other day during the year,  to be a legal holiday.

(3) Au gust  16 is declared to be Elvis Aaron Presley Day in recognition and appreciation of Elvis

Aaron Presley's many contributions, international recognition and the rich legacy left to us by Elvis Aaron Presley.

This day shall  be a day of recognition and observation and shall  not be recognized as a legal holiday.

(4) M ay 8 is declared to be Hernando de Soto Day in recognition, observation and comm emoration

of Hernando de Soto, who led the first and most imposing expedition ever made by Europeans into the wilds of

North  Am erica and the State of Mississippi, and in further recognition of the Spanish explorer's 187-day journey

from  the Tombigbee River basin on our state's eastern boundary, westward to the place of discovery of the

M ississ ipp i Rive r on M ay 8 , 1541.  Th is day sh all be a da y of com m em ora tion, recognition and observation of

Hernando de Soto and European exploration and shall  not be recognized as a legal holiday.

(5) Insofar as possible, A rm istice  Day  sha ll be  observ ed  by  appro pria te ex erc ises  in a ll the p ub lic

sch oo ls in the State of Mississippi at  the eleventh hour in the m orn ing  of the ele venth  day o f the  elev en th m on th

of the year.   1970, 460; 1987, 398; 1993, 301; 1997, 339, effective from and after July 1, 1997.

Cross references--

For office hours of courthouse officers,  see §25-1-99.

TITLE 7.  EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

CHAPTER 1. GOVERNOR

7-1-41.  Superintendent of auditor's, treasurer's, and other offices.  The governor shall super-

intend and at any time may make a personal inspection of all  the boo ks, vouch ers, and  other o fficial papers  of the

treasurer, audit , etc.   Office of land comm issioner abolished.  1980, 458.

7-1-45.  Examiner of public accounts.  The governor is authorized to appoint an expert accountant

to audit and examine  the boo ks , acc ou nts, and  vouchers of all office rs, sta te or coun ty, o r of any  of the sta te

educationa l, charitab le, or reform atory institutions, o r of the office rs thereof, or of any other institution supported

in whole or in part by the state.   1942, 3992.

7-1-47.  Compensation of examiner of public accounts.  Th e gov ernor is  vested  with pow er to

direct and con trol the ex am iner and he sh all fix  com pensation o f such  exam iner at not exceeding $7.00 a  day w hile

actually employed, the examiner to pay his own expenses.  1942, 3993.



7-1-51.  Special audit of county books.  W here an accou ntant is app oin ted  by  the  governo r to aud it

the books and accounts of county officers of any county and the accountant perform s such  serv ices , he  sha ll sub m it

his  i temized bill for services to the circuit  judge of the district , whose duty it shall  be to approve the  sam e if it is

found to be correct and reasonable.  The governor shall  then approve the same, if found correct and proper, and

thereupon it shall be the duty of the board of supervisors of the county involved to allow said a ccou nt.  ...  Th is

sec tion  sha ll apply  on ly to  cases where the governor has been petitioned by 25% of the qualified electors of the

county to appoint an accountant.  1914, 241.

7-l-55.  Examiner's report.  Th e ex am iner shall make report to the governor,  under oath, of the resu lt

of any examination made by him, and show therein the true  cond ition  and sta te of the  book s an d accou nts

examined at the time of his examination.  Such reports shall  be public records.  1942, 3997.

7-1-57.  Defaulting state treasurer and tax collectors suspended.  W henever it sha ll be  credib ly

alleged to the governor that the state treasurer or any tax collector is a defaulter, the governor shall  direct the

examiner forthwith to examine the records, books, and accounts of such officer  and, as soon  as p rac ticab le, to

repo rt the condition of the books so examined.  If the report shows such officer to be a defaulter or short in his ac-

coun ts, the governor shall  at  once suspend him and appoint some other person to perform the duties of the office

pending the investigation of his account.  1942, 3998.

Cro ss references--

As to suspension of tax collector who fails to make report to auditor of public accounts and clerk of the

   board of supervisors,  see §27-29-25.

As to clerk of board of supervisors being required to report defaulting officers to the grand jury, see 

   §19-17-19.

As to removal of tax collector for failure to make m onthly payment or final settlement, see §97-11-47.

CHAPTER 3. SECRETARY OF STATE

7-3-45.  Reports to be filed by constables.   Each and every  constab le being com pensated  in w ho le

or in part on a  fee  basis sh all file n ot la ter than  April 15 of each year, with the Secretary of State, a true and correct

annual report on a form to be designed and supplied to each by  the  Sta te A ud itor o f Pu blic  Accou nts im m ediately

after January 1 of each year,  said form to include at least information showing gross receipts from all sources

accruing as compensation to his office and d isbursem ents oc curring  as n ecessary  expenses in vo lved so lely  in

complying with laws governing the office.  Said report shall be in triplicate, and each copy shall  be sworn to and

signed, and sh all also be spread upon the minutes of the board of supervisors of the respective counties from which

the report is m ade.  Each such constable,  upon resigning or leaving office otherwise before the expiration of term

of office, shall submit a supplemental report as  above, covering the final period of his term not included in a

previous  report.

Any  person w ho  sha ll know ing ly and willfully fail  to file the report as required by this section, or who

shall, althou gh  filing  suc h repo rt, know ing ly and  willfully  fail to  disc lose  info rm ation requ ired  by  this sec tion , is

gu ilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall  be punished by a fine of not more than Five Thousand  Do llars

($5,000.00).   1996, 535.

7-3-47.  Penalty for failure or evasion.  

(1) On or before April  20 of each year, the Secretary o f Sta te sh all notify  by  m ail ev ery  constab le

being com pensated  in w ho le or in part on a fee basis who has failed to file the report required by section 7-3-45;

and on or before May 15 of each year,  he will  notify the Attorney General of the ones of sam e by nam e w ho  still

have not filed such report,  and the at torney general shall thereupon prosecute such delinquent officers.  If such

report is not made by July 1 of each year,  injunctive action and discovery in the chancery court of the residence

of any such delinquent officer shall l ie,  and the Attorney General shall prosecute an action or actions in such cou rt

to obta in the prop er in form ation fo r each  de linquent repo rt.



(2) Failure  on  the  part of any  suc h o ffice r to file  such report by M ay 15 or evasion of the cited section,

either by  failure to  report properly or by  false entry, shall  constitute a misdemeanor and shall  be punishable by a

fine of no t less than O ne H und red  D ollars ($100.00) nor more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), or by

imprisonment for not less than thirty (30) days nor more than six (6) months, or by both such fine and

imprison m ent as the co urt m ay  direct.

(3) If any such constable compensated by fees shall fail to file such report by May  1 in an y ye ar, all

fees, salaries, and other remuneration co llected by su ch  offic ial from  M ay 1 until the date when such report is filed

shall be forfeited to the general fund of the county.  Any such official going out of office at the end of his or her

term shall  be liable on his or her official bond for the refund of all  allowances, fees, salaries, or other remuneration

received by him or her from the county treasury during the last year of his or her term of office, if such report is

not fi led with the Secretary of State by M ay 1 of the following year.   1996, 535.

CHAPTER 5. ATTORNEY GENERAL

7-5-25.  To give opinions in writing.  The attorney general shall  give his opinion in writing without

fee to the Legislature, or either house or any com m ittee thereof, state officials, heads o f agencies an d institutions,

as stipulated in the  act, and  to the bo ards o f supe rvisors, she riffs, chance ry clerks , circu it clerks , sup erin tendents

of edu cation, tax a ssesso rs,  county su rveyo rs, co un ty a ttorneys, atto rneys  for th e board o f supervisors , and to

mun icipal officers as set forth in the law.  When any officer shall  have secured an opinion from the attorney

general, there shall be no liability, civil or criminal, accruing to or against any such officer, board, comm ission,

department or person who, in goo d fa ith, fo llow s the  direction o f such  op inion and  acts  in acc ord ance  therew ith

unless a cou rt of com peten t jurisdiction, after a full hearing , sha ll jud icially  declare that su ch  op inion is  m anifestly

wrong and without any substantial support.   No opinion shall be given or considered if said opinion is given after

suit  is fi led or prosecution begun.  1978, 458; 1997, 332.

7-5-39.  To represent the state and state officers in suits.   The attorney general shall  represent

the state as counsel in all suits against it  in other courts than the M ississippi Supreme C ourt; he shall act as counsel

for any sta te office r in suits brought by or against them in their official capacity; he may pursue the collection of

any claim or judgment in favor of the state outside of the state.   1942, 3841.

7-5-43.  May advise public officials and employees investigated or sued as result of
discharging duties.   The attorney general may, in his discretion, render such services as he may  deem  nece ssary

in advisin g o r rep rese nting a ll officers o r em ployees o f any cou nty  district,  county, or municipality, or the  state

or any agency, department or institution thereof,  in any state or federal court,  in any proceedings relative to the

official discharge of the duties of office of the person involved.  1958, 257.

7-5-53.  To assist district attorneys.   1988, 511.

7-5-54.  Prosecution of official corruption and other white collar crimes.   1988, 511.

7-5-59.  Investigation of official corruption and other white collar crimes.   1988, 511.

CHAPTER 7.  DEPARTMENT OF AUDIT

7-7-60.  Petty cash funds for offices within county, municipality, or board of education.

A  petty cash fund for offices within the county, municipality or board of education m ay  be  establish ed  in

accordance with regulations set forth by the State Auditor 's Office.  1985, 425.

7-7-67.  Investigation of fiscal officers and depositories.   The state a ud itor h as th e duty  to



investigate  the bo oks , accou nts, and  vou chers of all  fiscal officers and depositories of the state and of every county,

levee board, and taxing district of every kind, and to sue for,  collect,  and pay over all m on ey  impro perly w ithheld

by such fiscal officer or depository.  He has the power to sue all such officers a nd  depo sitorie s an d their sureties

to collect any such moneys.  He may also, in his discretion, investigate the books and accounts of any municipality,

even though an audit  thereof has been made by a certified public accountant or an accounting firm.  1970, 542.

7-7-69.  Examination or records of various boards.  The state auditor has authority to examine

the records, minutes, and allowances of the various boards of supervisors, drainage boards, and all  other boards

empo wered to make allowances of public money  under the laws of the state.   He shall notify any of such boards

of funds credited to any erroneous accou nt, and of fund s in public treasuries to an erron eous ac coun t; and unless

such board shall  within thirty (30) days correct such errors or om issions , the  m em bers thereof sha ll be guilty of

misfeasance of office.  Should the state auditor discover that any of the boards mentioned herein have appropriated

any m one y to a p urpo se or purpo ses no t authorized by law , he has autho rity to bring su it against the m em bers

voting for any such allowance, and, in the event of recovery, same  sha ll be  pa id in to the fund  to w hich it is due;

and he m ay  assess  a penalty  thereon not to  exceed  twen ty percent (20%), which shall be paid into the general fund

of the state treasury.  1970, 542.

7-7-71.  Examination of records of public officers.   The state auditor shall  have full  power and

au tho rity to exam ine  and investiga te the boo ks , record s, papers,  accounts, an d vou chers o f any sta te, co un ty

municipal, or other office.  1970, 542.

7-7-73.  Embezzlement by public officer or employee.   When the state auditor shall  have reason

to believe that a public officer or employee has embezzled any public funds, he shall  notify the governor and the

proper district attorney, and shall  attend the trial  as a witness for the state,  if  necessary.  1970, 542.

7-7-75.  Suits by state auditor.  All suits by the state auditor under the provisions of Sections 7-7-67

to 7-7 -79  sha ll be  in his ow n name for the use of the state,  county, municipality, levee board, or other taxing

district interested; and he shall not be liable for costs, and may appeal without bond.  Such suits may  be tried at

the return term and shall  take precedence over other suits.  1970, 542.

7-7-77 and 7-7-79.  Settlement and accounting for moneys collected; reports.  Th e sta te

auditor shall settle with the proper officers and pay over all  moneys collected by him under the provisions of

Sections 7-7-67 to 7-7-79 as required by law; shall make report to the state treasurer at the end of the fiscal year;

and sh all m ake a d etailed accou nt o f the  opera tion  of S ections 7-7-6 7 to  7-7 -79  to the governor onc e each ye ar,

and to the legislature at each regular session.  1970, 542.

7-7-201.  Department of audit created.  Th e departm ent of aud it is establish ed  under the  sup erv i-

sion of the sta te au dito r.  He sh all exercise such powers and perform such duties as are set forth in Sections 7-7-

201 to 7-7-223 and other pertinent provisions of law.  1952, 176 ; 1986, 488.  (Also  see:  §§21-3 5-31 , 37-37 -3 , et

seq.)

7-7-202.  Establishment of offices and seal.   The state auditor shall  keep the office of the

department at the seat of the government and shall keep it open M onday through Friday of each w eek for at least

eight (8) hours each day.  Th e sta te audito r m ay  establish  sate llite off ices  at o ther locations  in the sta te.  The  state

auditor is authorized to prepare and use an official seal.   1986, 488.

7-7-203.  Organization of the department.   The state auditor shall appoint a director fo r the

department of audit , who shall be a certified public accountant of recognized executive ability and thoroughly

familiar with the laws of the state in relation to the financial administration of the public offices thereof.   It  is the

du ty of the director, with the concurrence of the state auditor,  to select all  administrative, technical, and

professional assistants,  necessary to carry out the duties of the office, etc.  1952, 176.

7-7-205.  Surety bonds required.  Th e d irec tor, assistant d irec tor, and  all accoun tan ts and  aud itors



of the  departm ent of aud it sha ll execute surety bonds in such amounts as the state auditor may deem  sufficient to

ensu re faithful performance of duties and financial accountability,  provided the sum of the bond of the director

shall  not be less than $25,000.00.  1952, 176.

7-7-207.  Compensation of director.   The director of the departmen t  of audit shall  receive

comp ensation as set by the state auditor which shall not exceed the salary of the state auditor as fixed by law.

1979, 512.

Cro ss references--

For salary of director of department of audit , see §25-3-33.

7-7-209.  Travel and other expenses.  All officers a nd  em ployees o f the  departm ent of aud it

required to travel in the performance of their duties shall be reimbursed for actual subsistence and transportation

expenses incurre d by them  while  traveling away from ho me.  The dep artment sha ll be furnished w ith all necessa ry

supp lies, stationery, printing, furniture and equipment.  All salaries and expenses shall  be paid out of the

department of audit fund.  1952, 176.

7-7-211.  Powers and duties.   The department shall  have the power and it  shall be its duty:

(a) To  identify  and define fo r all pub lic offices of  the  state  and its  subdivisions generally accepted

accounting principles as promulgated by nationally recognized professional organizations and to consult  with the

state  fiscal management board in the board's prescription and implem entation of accou nting rules and regulations;

(b) To prescribe, for all public offices of regional and local subdivisions of the state, systems of

accounting, budgeting and reporting financial fac ts rela ting  to sa id offices in  confo rm ity w ith leg al requ irem ents

and with generally accep ted accounting principles as promulgated by nationally recognized professional

organ izations; to assist such subdivisions in nee d of such  assistance in the installation o f such system s; to revise

such  sys tem s w hen deem ed  necessary, and  to repo rt to the legislature at periodic times the extent to which each

office is m ain tain ing  such sy stem s, along  with such recomm endations to the legislature for improvement as seem

desirable;

(c) To study and analyze existing m anagerial policies, methods, procedures, duties and services of

the various state departments and institutions upon written request of the governor, the legislature or any

comm ittee or other bod y em pow ered b y the leg islature to m ake  such  request to determ ine w hethe r and  wh ere

operations can be eliminated, combined, simplified and improved;

(d) To postaudit each year and, when deem ed necessary, preaudit and investigate the financial affairs

of the  departm ents, ins titutions , boards, co m m issions  or o ther agencies  of s tate government,  as part of the

publication of a comprehensive annual financial report for the state of  Mississ ippi.   In complying with the

requirem ents of this subsection, the department shall hav e the au thority to condu ct all necessa ry audit procedures

on an  interim  and y ear-end b asis;

(e) To postaudit and, when deem ed necessary, preaudit and investigate separately the financial affairs

of (1) the offices, boards and comm issions of county governments and any departments and institutions thereof

and therein, (2) public school districts, and (3) any other local offices or agencies which share revenues derived

from  taxes or fees impo sed by the state legislature or receive grants from revenues collected by governmental

divisions of the sta te; the  cost of  suc h aud its, investigations  or o ther services to  be paid as follows: such  part shall

be pa id by the state from appropriations made by the legislature for the operation of the state department of aud it

as may exceed the sum of one hundred dollars ($100.00) per day for the serv ices of each staff person eng aged  in

performing the audit or other service, which sum shall  be paid by the county, district , department,  institution or

other agen cy au dited out of i ts  general fund or any other available funds from w hich such payment is not

prohibited by law;

(f) To postaudit and, when deemed necessary, preaudit and investigate the financial affairs of the

levee boards; agencies created by the legislature or by executive order of the governor; profit or nonprofit business

entities administering programs financed by funds flowing through the state treasury or through any of the agencies

of the state, or its subd ivisions; and all other p ublic bodies  supp orted b y funds derived in part or wholly from

pu blic  fun ds , except m unic ipa lities w hich ann ua lly su bm it an  audit p repared by a  qualified  cer tified  public

accoun tan t usin g m ethod s an d p rocedure s presc ribed by the departm ent;



(g) To make w ritten demand , when necessary, fo r the  recov ery  of any  am ou nts represe nting pub lic

funds imp rop erly  w ithheld, misappropriated and/or otherwise il legally expended by an officer, employee or

administrative body of any state,  county or other public office, and/or for the recovery of the va lue  of any  public

pro perty disposed of in an unlawful manner by a public officer, employee or administrative body, such demands

to be made upon the person or persons liable fo r such  am ou nts  and upon the surety on official bond thereof.  Such

demand shall  be premised on competent evidence, which shall include at lease one of the follow ing:  (1) sw orn

statemen ts, (2) written docum entation, (3) physical evidence, or (4 ) rep orts  and findings of governmen t or other

law enforc em ent agencies .  Other provisions notwithstanding, a demand letter issued pursuant to this subsection

shall remain confidential by the state auditor until the individual against whom  the demand letter is being filed has

been served with a copy of such demand letter.  If however, such individual cannot be notified within fifteen (15)

days using reasonable means and due diligence, such notification shall  be made to the individual 's bonding

company, if he or she  is bo nd ed .  Each  suc h dem and sh all be paid  into  the proper treasury of the state,  county or

other public body through the office of the department in the amount demanded  within thirty (30) days from the

da te thereof, together w ith in terest the reon in  the sum of one percent (1%) per month from the date such amount

or amoun ts were improperly withheld, misappropriated and/o r oth erw ise illeg ally  expend ed .  In the ev en t,

how ever, such person or persons shall refuse, neglect or otherwise fail to pay the amount demanded  and the

interest due thereon  within  the  allo tted  thirty  (30 ) days , the  state  audito r shall have the au tho rity and  it sha ll be  his

du ty to institute suit , and the attorney general shall  prosecute the same in any court o f the  state  to the end that there

shall be recovered the total of such amounts from the person or persons and surety on official bond named therein;

and the  am ou nts so recovered  sha ll be  pa id in to the prop er treasu ry o f the  state , coun ty or othe r public body

through the state aud itor;

(h) To investigate any alleged or suspected violation of the laws of the state by any officer or

employee of the sta te, co un ty o r oth er pub lic office  in the purchase, sale  or  the use or any su pplies, services,

equipment or other  prop erty  be longing there to; and  in su ch  investigation to  do  any and  all thin gs  necessary to

procu re evidence sufficient either to prove or d isprove the ex istence of such alleged  or suspected  violations;

The Department of Investigation  of th e State Department of Audit may investigate,  for the purpose of

prosecution, any suspected criminal violation of the provisions of this chapter.  For the purpose of administration

and enfo rcem ent of th is ch ap ter, the en forc em ent em ployees o f the  Departm ent of In vestiga tion  of the S tate

Department of Aud it have  the  powers o f a peace  officer o f this s tate o nly  over those persons under indictment or

at the  direction o f another duly  au tho rized law enforc em ent agency  having ju risd iction  over the ca se.  A ll

enforcement employees of the Department of Investigation of the State Department of Audit hired on or a fter Ju ly

1, 1993, shall be required to complete the Law Enforcement Officers Training Program and shall m ee t the

standards of the program.

(i) To issue subpoenas, with the approval of, and retu rnable  to, a ju dg e of a chancery  or c ircu it court,

in term time or in vacation, to examine the records, documents or other evidence of persons, firms, corporations

or any o ther entities insofar as such records,  docum ents or other ev idence re late to  dealings  with any  state , coun ty

or other public en tity.  The circuit  or chancery judge must serve the county in which the records, documents or

other ev idence is located; or where all  or part of the transaction or transactions occurred which are the subject of

the subpoena;

(j) In any instan ces in w hich the sta te auditor is or shall be au tho rized o r req uired to  exam ine  or aud it,

whether preaud it or postaudit, any b ook s, ledgers, acco unts o r other records o f the affairs of any public hospital

owned  or owned and operated by one or more political subdivisions or pa rts thereof or any c om bination  thereof,

or any school district,  including activity funds thereof,  it  shall be sufficient compliance therewith, in the discretion

of the state auditor,  that such examination or audit  be made from the report of any audit or other exam ination

certified by  a ce rtified  public  acc ou ntant and  prepared  by  or u nd er the su pervis ion of su ch ce rtified  public

accoun tan t.  Su ch  audits sha ll be  m ade in  acc ord ance  with genera lly accepted  standards of au diting, with the use

of an audit  program prepared by the state auditor, and final reports of such audits shall conform to the format

prescribed by the state auditor.  All files, work ing pap ers, notes, correspondence and all  other data compiled during

the course o f the  audit shall  be available,  without cost,  to the state auditor for examination and  abstracting during

the no rm al business hou rs of any business day .  Th e ex pense of such  cer tified  reports  sha ll   be borne by the

respective hospital,  or any available school distric t fun ds  other than  m inim um  pro gram  fun ds , sub ject to

examination or audit.   The state auditor shall not be bound by such certified reports and may, in his or her

discretion, conduct such examination or audit  from the books, ledgers, accounts or other records involved as may

be appropriate and authorized by law.



(k) The state auditor shall  have the au tho rity to con tract with qualified pu blic acco unting  firms to

perfo rm selected  audits re qu ired  in su bsections (d), (e) and  (f) of  this section, if funds are made available for such

contracts by the legislature, or if fun ds  are  availab le from the governm ental entity covered by subsections (d), (e)

and (f).  Such audits should be made in accordance with generally accepted standards of auditing, with the use of

an audit program prepared by the state audi tor , and final reports of such audits shall conform to the format

prescribed by  the  state  audito r.  All files, w ork ing  papers, notes, co rrespo nd ence and a ll other data compiled during

the course of the  audit sh all be av ailab le, w ithout cos t, to the state auditor for examination and abstracting during

the normal business hours of any business day;

(l) The state auditor shal l have the authority to establish training courses and programs for the

personnel of the various state and  local gov ernm ental en tities und er the jurisd iction  of the o ffice  of the sta te

aud itor.  The training courses and programs shall include, but not be limited to, topics on internal control of funds,

pro perty and equipment control and inventory, governmental accounting and financial reporting, and internal

auditing.  The state auditor is authorized to charge a fee from  the participants of these courses and programs, which

fee sha ll be  depo sited  into  the  departm ent of aud it special  fund.  State an d loca l governm ental en tities are

authorized to pay such fee and any travel expenses out of their general funds or any other available funds from

which such paymen t is not prohibited by law.

(m) Upon w ritten request by the Governor or any mem ber of the State Legislature, the  Sta te Auditor

may  audit any state funds and/or state and federal funds received by any nonprofit corporation incorporated under

the  law s of  this s tate.  

(n) To conduct performance audits of personal or professional service contracts by state agencies on

a random sampling basis, or upon request of the State Personal Service Contract Review Board under Section 25-

9-120(3).  1994, 332; 1995, 336; 1997, 609.

Cro ss references--

For duties of county auditor,  see §§19-17-1, et seq.

Duty to design and prescribe form and systems for central purchasing by counties,  see §31-7-113.

As to funding of audits and services authorized by subsection (j) of this section, see §7-7-213.

7-7-213.  Payment of costs of audits and other services.   The costs of audits and other services

required by Sections 7-7-201 through 7-7-215, except for those audits and services authorized by Section 7-7-

21 1(j)  which shall  be funded by appropriations made by the legislature from such funds as it deems appropriate,

shall be paid from  a special fund hereby created in the state treasury, to be known as the state  departm ent of aud it

fund, into  which w ill be p aid  eac h year the  am ou nts  received for performing audits required by law.  Except as

provided in S ection  7-7 -21 1(d ) and any  m un icipality  required und er this chapter to be  aud ited by  the state auditor,

the amoun ts to be charged for performing audits shall be the actua l cost no t to exceed o ne h und red dollars

($100.00) per man day.  In the even t of fa ilure  by  any unit o f go vernm ent to pay the charges authorized herein,

the department of audit  shall notify the state fiscal management board, and upon a determination that the charges

are substantially correct,  the state fiscal management board shall  notify the defaulting unit of its determination.

If paym ent is no t m ade w ithin  thirty  (30 ) days  after such  no tificatio n, the sta te fiscal m anagem ent board  sha ll

notify the state treasurer and department of public accounts that no further warrants are to be issued to  the

defaulting unit until  the deficiency is paid.

The cost of any service by the department not required of it  under the provisions of the cited sections but

made necessary by the willful fault or negligence of an officer or employee of any public  office o f the  state  sha ll

be recov ered fro m  suc h o ffice r or em ployee an d/o r surety  on official bond thereof in the same m anner and under

the same terms, when necessary, as provided the department for recovering public funds in Section 7-7-211.

The state auditor shall deliver a copy of any audit of the fiscal and financial affairs  of a county to the

chance ry clerk of su ch co unty  and  shall deliver a  no tice s tating  tha t a co py  of such aud it is on file in the ch ancery

cle rk 's office to some newspaper published in the county to be published.  If no newspaper is published in the

county, a copy of such notice shall  be delivered to a newspaper having a general circulation therein.  1989, 532.

7-7-214.  Single audits.  This section shall apply only to single audits of federal and state  funds of

go vernm ental en tities co nd uc ted  by  the  departm ent pu rsuan t to the S ing le Audit Act of 1984.  Notwithstanding

any provision of Section 7-7-213 to the contrary, the state auditor is authorized to charge governmental entities



the entire audit cost for which such entities may receive reimbursement from the federal gove rnm ent for the cost

of that portion of the single audit that covers the au dit requ irem ents associate d w ith federal fund s.  The  costs

collected by the department under this sec tion  sha ll be  depo sited  into  the  state  department of audit  special fund.

1986, 488.

7-7-215.  Reports.   Upon the completion of each audit  or investigation aforesaid, the department sha ll

prepare a report which shall set forth the facts of such audit  or investigation in the most comprehensive form, and

the original copy of such report shall  be filed in the office to which it  pertains,  as a permanent record; one copy

thereof sha ll be  filed  in the office  of the departm ent, sub ject to  public inspection, and one copy shall be preserved

for use by the governor and/or the legislature.  Other provisions notwithstanding, all workpapers associated with

an audit shall be confidential until the audit fieldwork has been completed and the chief executive officer of the

en tity being audited has been notified of any findings or exceptions.  The director shall require such financial

reports  from every public officer and taxing body as he may deem necessary and for such period as he may

designate, and  at the end  of each fiscal year the state au ditor and director shall prepare and publish a report of

comparative financial statistics covering all  public offices of the state over which the department has accounting

and auditing supervision.  The governor may direct the state auditor and/or the director of the department to make

any special report on any subject under their jurisdiction and make any  special audit or investigation he may desire,

such directives to be issued in writing.

All audits  cond uc ted  by  the  departm ent sha ll be  in accord ance  with generally accepted aud iting stand ards,

as prom ulgated  by n ationally recogn ized p rofession al organizations.  Au dit and  investiga tive repo rts, workpap ers

and other evidence and related supportive material shall be retained and filed according to an agreement between

the state auditor and the department of archives and history.  In conducting audi ts  pursuant to  this article,  the

department sha ll have  acc ess  to a ll reco rds , docum ents, bo ok s, pa pers an d o ther ev idence re lating  to the financial

transactions of any governmental entity subject to audit  by the department.   1986, 488.

7-7-216.  Independent audit of office of State Auditor.   1986, 499.

7-7-217.  Record of exceptions taken as result of audits.  There shall be m ain tained in the

department of aud it a co ntinuing record o f exceptions  taken  as a  resu lt of aud its made by the department, which

record  sha ll conta in pertinen t info rm ation re lative to such exceptions, the imm ediate steps taken to effect correction

or restitution, the subsequent actions taken  or recomm ended to be taken, and the final disposition of such

exceptions  when su ch  disp osition  occurs.  19 70 , 462.  (A lso see:  §7-7-2 19 .)

7-7-218.  Auditor to make report if officer fails.

(1) If any o fficer or employ ee of the state or subdivision shall refuse or fail to make any report to the

department, the State Auditor shall proceed to make the report or cause  the repo rt to be made.  The expense for

such report shall be personally borne by said officer or employee, and he or she shall be responsible for the

payment of the expense incurred.

(2) If any officer or employee of a state agency or political subdivision refuses or fails to correct any

audit finding of substantial noncompliance that has existed for three (3) consec utive years, the  Sta te A ud itor sh all

proceed to cause th e finding to  be  m ade in  com pliance an d pub lish th e findings  and action.  The e xpen se for such

correction and  pub lication of a  finding of substantial noncompliance shall be borne by the state agency or political

subdivision involved.  1986, 488; 2002, 317.

7-7-219.  Report of exceptions to legislative committee.   A report of exceptions taken by the

auditor shall be m ade  to any  standing co m m ittee of the legislature  that may request such reports, and any legislator

who  m ay  request the  sam e.  Such repo rt shall list all exceptions taken within the fiscal year just ended and

exceptions previously taken in which no final disposition has been made and shall summ arize each exception listed

and provide information appearing on the record referred to in Section 7-7-217.  1970, 462.

7-7-221.  Publication of synopsis of county audit report.  
(1) As soon as possible after an annual audit of the fiscal and financial affa irs of a cou nty  by  the  Sta te

Auditor, as the head of the State Department of Audit,  has been made and a copy of such report of audit  or



examination has been filed with the board of supervisors of such county and the clerk thereof, a s req uired in

Section 7-7-215, the  clerk of the  boa rd of su perv isors shall publish a synop sis of such  report in a form prescribed

by the State A uditor.

(2) The clerk of the board of supervisors shall  deliver a copy of the aforesaid synopsis to some

newspaper published in the county, and, if no newspaper is published in the county, then to a newspaper having

a general circulation therein, to be published.

(3) The cost of publish ing  the  afo resa id sy no psis by  som e new spaper in  a co un ty or by some new spaper

having a genera l circu lation  therein , as here inbefo re p rov ided,  shall  be paid for out of the general fund of the

coun ty upon a detailed itemized statement thereof being furnished to the clerk of the board of supervisors of such

coun ty by the publisher of the newspaper,  accompanied by one (1) copy of the proof of publication thereof.   The

cost of such publication shall  be based on the rate now fixed by law for publishing legal notices, and it  shall be

m and atory  upon the board of sup erv isors of  the  coun ty and  the  clerk thereof to  pay su ch  costs ou t of the co un ty

general fund.

(4) The clerk shall forward a copy of the published synopsis to the State Auditor within sixty (60)

days of its publication.  If the synop sis does not sub stantially satisfy the requirem ents of this sec tion , the S tate

Auditor is authorized to p repare  the synopsis and have it published in accordance with this section at cost to the

county.  1996, 366.

CHAPTER 11. SECRETARY OF STATE

7-11-4.  "State land commissioner," "land commissioner," "state land office," and "land
office" to mean secretary of state .  As of  1/1 /83 , all references to the "state land comm issioner," "land

comm issioner," "state land office," and "land office" shall  mean the secretary of state.   1978, 458.

TITLE 9.  COURTS

CHAPTER 1.  PROVISIONS COMMON TO COURTS

9-1-27.  Officers pro tempore to be appointed in certain cases.  Wh enev er a vacan cy shall exist

in the office of clerk of any court, sheriff, or coroner and the vacancy shall not have been filled on or before the

comm encement of the term of any court which the clerk, sheriff, or coroner is required to attend, or if  the clerk,

sheriff, or coroner shall be absent, deceased, become unable, or refuse to discharge his duties, or be on trail therein,

the cou rt, or the judge or jud ges the reof, shall  have power to appoint a suitable person to discharge the duties of

clerk, sheriff, or coroner duties and receive emolum ents of the office to which he is ap po inted, until the proper

incumbent shall  be duly qualified or return to his duties.   1942, 1663.

Cro ss references--

Appointment of a temporary coroner, see §9-1-27.

Appointment of a coroner pro tempore, see §41-61-57.

9-1-29.  Court to control clerk's office.   1991, 573.

9-1-33.  Minutes of supreme, circuit, chancery, county courts.  The minutes of the proceedings

of the supreme, circuit, chancery and county courts shall be entered by the clerk  of each, respectively, in the

m inu te book of the cou rt, against the next sitting of the court, if practicable, when the same shall be read in open

co urt;  and w hen co rrected shall be signed - the m inutes of the Sup reme Co urt by the Chief Justice or presidin g

judge, of the Court of Appeals by the Chief Judge or presiding judge, of the circuit  court by the circuit  judge, of

the chancery cou rt by  the  chancellor, and  of the co un ty court by the county judge; and on the last day  of the term ,

or within ten (10) days thereafter, the minutes shall be drawn up, read and signed.

W henever by ina dve rtence sa id m inutes an d pro ceed ings m ay rem ain un signed or the  judge of said  cou rt

dies before signing the minutes, the succeeding judge or judges of  said  court m ay , in their d iscre tion , exam ine  into



said  unsign ed  m inu tes and  ascerta in as to th e co rrec tness thereof, and after same shall have been read in open

court,  and if the court is of the opinion that same are true and correct,  then the said minutes may be signed and

adopted by said judge or judges. 1980, 393; 1993, 518.

Cro ss references--

M aintena nce  of the m inute book , see M iss. Rule C ivil Proc. 79 (b).

9-1-35.  Seal of court.   The clerk of the Supreme Court and of the Court of App eals, at the exp ense

of the state, and the clerk o f every circuit and cha ncery co urt, at the expense of the county, sha ll keep  a seal, w ith

the style of the court around the margin and the image of an eagle in the center.  1942, 1667; 1993, 518.

9-1-36.  Office allowance for circuit judges and chancellors; title to tangible property.

9-1-37.  Allowance for stationery.  Th e circu it, cha ncery , and cou nty  courts shall make allowance

to the clerks thereof all  needful sums for supplying the offices and courtroom s with necessary stationery, furniture,

boo ks, presses, seals, and other things necessary for the same, and for the safekeeping of the books, records, and

pap ers belon ging  thereto; and suc h allow ance sha ll be certified to the board  of sup erv isors.  Prov ided, how ever,

tha t no  court sha ll be allow ed to p urchase furn iture in excess of $500.00 for any one year without first securing

the approval of the board of supervisors of the county.  1936, 252.

9-1-38.  Certain judicial records exempt from public access requirements.   Records in the

possession of a public body, as defined by paragraph (a) of Section 25-61-3, which are developed am ong judges

and am on g judg es and  the ir aides, sha ll be exempt from the provisions of the Mississippi Public Records Act of

1983.  1983, 424.

Cro ss references--

As to exemption from M ississippi Public Records Act of 1983 of those  record s jud icially  de term ined to

be exempt, see §25-61-11.

9-1-39.  Clerks of circuit, chancery and county courts in separate judicial districts in
Harrison County.   1962, 257.

9-1-43.  Limit on compensation of chancery clerks and circuit clerks and their related
employees; liability on bonds; chancery court clerk clearing accounts; circuit court clerk
clearing accounts; journals and receipts; punishment for failure to deposit funds. This is a lengthy

section dealing with placing a cap on fees earn ed b y the chan cery  clerk and the circuit  clerk at $75,600.00. Starting

Janu ary 1, 2000, the cap is increased to $83,160.00. Provisions are included regardin g fam ily  m embers, bank

accoun ts to be u sed, fees  subjec t to the limitation, allow able ex pen ditures, receip ting requiremen ts, and  two

judicial district counties.  The State Auditor 's Office is required to prescribe an accounting system for all  fees. The

code should be referenced for a complete reading of the requirements.  1993, 481; 1997, 570; 1998, 369; 1999,

422.

9-1-45.  Filing of annual reports by chancery and circuit clerks.  Each  chancery and  circuit

clerk shall  fi le,  not later than April  15 of each year, with the State Auditor of Public Accounts a true and correct

annual report o n a  form  to be desig ned an d supp lied  to each c lerk  by  the  Sta te A ud itor o f Pu blic  Accou nts

imm ediately  after January 1 of each year. The form shall include the following information: (a) revenues subject

to the salary  cap, including fees; (b) revenues not subject to the salary cap; and (c) expenses of office, including

any salary paid to a clerk's spouse or children. Each chancery and circuit clerk shall provide any additional

informa tion requested by  the Pub lic Emp loyees' Retireme nt System  for the purpose of retirem ent calculations.

In any  cou nty having  two  (2) judicial districts, a separa te report may be filed by the chancery clerk and

circuit clerk for each judicial district . W henever the chancery clerk serves as deputy to the circuit  clerk in one (1)

judicial district and the circuit  clerk serves as deputy to the chancery c lerk  in the o ther jud icial d istrict, each  clerk



may  file, for the judicial district in which he serves, one (1) report for the revenues and expenses of his o ffice  in

his  capa city as chancery o r circuit clerk and a separate report for reporting the revenues collected and expenses

incurred in his capacity as deputy circuit  or deputy chancery clerk.  1996, 535 §4; 1998, 370.

9-1-51 through 9-1-57.  Electronic filing and storage of court documents.   1987, 490; 1991,

573; 1995, 506; 1997, 507.

9-1-101 through 9-1-107.  Appointment to judicial office.  Th ese  sec tions de al w ith

appointments to judicial offices when vacancies occur.   1989, 587; 1991, 373; 1993, 518; 2001, 348.

9-1-103.  Vacancy in office.   Whenever a vacancy shall  occur in any judicial office by reason of

death  of an incumbent, resignation or retirement of an incumbent, removal of an incumbent from office, or creation

of a new judicial office in which there has not heretofore been an incumbent, the Governor shall have the au tho rity

to appoint a qualified person to fill such vacancy to serve for the unexpired term or until such vacancy is fi lled by

election as provided in Section 23-15-849, Mississippi Code of 1972.  When a vacancy shall  occur for any of the

reasons enum era ted  in this section, the clerk of the court shall  notify the Governor of such vacancy imm ediately.

1989, 587.

Cro ss references--

Appointment of special judges to serve on emergency basis,  see §9-1-105.

Recall  of retired supreme court justices, see §9-3-6.

Services of retired Supreme Court Judges, see §9-3-12.

CHAPTER 5.  CHANCERY COURTS
JURISDICTION, POWERS AND AUTHORITY

9-5-81.  Jurisdiction of the chancery court, in general.   The chancery cou rt, in add ition  to a ll

the m atters and cases expressly conferred upon it by the constitution, shall have jurisdiction of all cases transferred

to it by  the  circuit court or remanded to it  by the supreme court; and such further jurisdiction "as is, in this chapter

or elsewhere, provided by law."  1942, 1262.

CHANCERY CLERKS

9-5-131.  Bond of clerk.   The clerk of the chancery court, before he enters upon the duties of the

office, sha ll take  the  oa th of office and give bond, with sufficient surety, to be payable, conditioned and approved

as provided by law, in a penalty equal to five percent (5%) of the sum o f all the state and county taxes shown by

the  assessm ent rolls  and the levies to have been collectible in the county for the year immediately preceding the

co m mencement of the term of office for such clerk; however, such bond shall not exceed the amount of

$1 00 ,000.00.  S uch c lerk  m ay  be  required by the co urt, o r the  chancellor in  vacation , to give additiona l bond  in

any particu lar case , which sh all be a c um ula tive  security ,  and shall no t in an y m anner affect the liab ility on h is

official bond for any matter covered by it.   His official bond shall be he ld to  cover all h is officia l acts , and a ll

moneys which m ay co m e into his hand s acco rding  to law or by  orde r of the co urt or chancellor.   1984, 474; 1986,

458; 1991, 604.

Cro ss references--

Constitutional authority for office of clerk of the chancery court,  see Miss. Const. §168.

Office hours and site of office of chancery clerk, see §25-1-99.

Fees of chancery court clerks, see §§25-7-9, 25-7-13.

Duties of chancery clerk with respect to county depositories,  see §27-105-315.

9-5-132. Required Training for Chancery Clerks.   1995, 337.



9-5-133.  How clerk of chancery court may appoint deputies.  The clerk of the chan cery court

shall have power, with the approbation of the court, or of the judge in vacation, to appoint one o r mo re depu ties,

who shall take the oath of office, and who thereupon shall have power to do and perform all the acts and duties

which their principal may lawfully do; such approval, when given  by  the  judge  in vacation, sh all be in writing, and

shall  be entered on the minutes of the court at the next term.  1942, 1662.

9-5-135.  Clerk to attend court and keep minutes.   1942, 1236; 1994, 521.

9-5-137.  Other duties of the clerk.   1942, 1237; 1994, 521.

9-5-141.  Acts clerk may perform at any time.   1974, 449; 1991, 573.

9-5-165.  Removal and return of court files and documents in clerk's office.  No paper filed

in the office of the clerk may  be removed therefrom except by leave of the chancellor,  and then only by the clerk

retaining a co py  to be made at the cost of the party obtaining the leave.  How ever, any duly licensed and practicing

attorney . ..  may remove court files and related legal papers other than youth court and adoption court files and

related papers from the clerk's office by sign ing  therefo r him self ... and  said  attorney shall  be personally liable for

their safekeeping and return.  Failure to return such papers shall constitute contempt of court.  1964, 308.

Cro ss references--

Duties of supervisors as to indexing and fil ing of chancery causes finally disposed of,  see §19-15-7.

9-5-167.  Newspaper subscribed for and preserved.   The clerk of the chancery court shall  sub-

scribe to at least one and  not m ore than two of the  new spap ers published  in his cou nty as the cou rt or chancellor

shall direct . ..  and shall  carefully file the original or a microfilm copy thereof in his office.  The expense of the

subscription, etc. , shall  be paid out of the county treasury.  1972, 382; 1994, 521.

9-5-169.  All records and papers subject to inspection.  All the reco rds and pa pers  of the office

of the chancery clerk sh all ... be  sub ject to  the inspection and examination of all  citizens, and the clerk shall allow

access thereto.  1942, 1261.

9-5-171.  Destruction of old records.

[With respect to those counties which have exempted themselves from the provisions 

of 25-60-1, this section shall read as follows:]

(1) The chancery clerk .. . with the approval of the boa rd of supervisors .. . after an inventory has been

made and checked by the board, and an orde r spread on  its m inutes...is authorized to destroy the follow ing records:

After 15 y ears: Uniform Com mercial Code.

After 10 ye ars: Proof of Publication, except when  proof of publication is placed in a court file;

personal assessment rolls;  personal tax receipts;  bank statements; cancelled

warrants  and pay  cer tificate s; bo ard  of sup erv isors pa id b ills; bids to furnish

county with supplies; sheriff's cash book.

After 7 years: Justice court records of fines collected; motor vehicle tag reports ; au tom ob ile

tag receipts; privilege tax receipt books; tax collector’s reports of tax collection

to county auditor and county superintendent of education.

After 5 years: Depo sitory receipt warrants; chancellor's trial dock et sheets; original of bo ard

of supe rvisors ord ers after such orders have been recorded in the minute book;

cancelled bonds and  coup ons; poll tax receipts, duplicate warrants; purchase

orders; purcha se requisitions; receiving repo rts.

After 3 yea rs: Ho m estead exem ption app lications.

After 2 yea rs: Notice of federal tax lien with certificate of discharge attached thereto.

(2) Provided, however ,  that  no record s w hich a re in  the  pro cess o f be ing  audited by the S tate

Department of Audit, or which are the basis of litigation, shall be destroyed until  at  least twelve (12) months after

final completion of said audits and li tigation.



(3) The shorthand books, notes, transcripts, tapes or other records of court reporters may be destroyed

after six years without the necessity of an inventory if the board of sup erv isors, of  the  coun ty in which the cou rt

wherein such records were reported is located, enters an order spread on its minutes authorizing the destruction

of all  such records pertaining to any matters reported prior to that six-year period.

(4) Any  of the records referred to in this section may be preserved by means of electronic storage as

pro vided  in S ections 9-1-5 1 th rou gh  9-1 -57 , whe ther the  record  is to be destro yed o r no t.

[With respect to those counties which have not exempted themselves from the provisions of

Section 25-60-1, this section shall read as follows:]

(1) The chancery c lerk  ... with  the  appro va l of the board o f supervisors  ... after an inventory has been

made and checked by the board and an order spread on its minutes listing the reference, is authorized to dispose

of record s pu rsuan t to a record s co ntro l sch edule  appro ved by the Local G ov ernm ent Records Com mittee as

provided in Section 25-60-1.

(2) No records which are in the process of being audited by the State Department of Audit, or which

are the basis of litigation, shall be destroye d un til at least twelve (12) m on ths a fter final co m ple tion  of the au dits

and li tigation.

(3) Records may be filed and retained by electronic means as provided in Sections 9-1-51 through

9-1-57, whe ther the  record  is to be destroyed or not; provided, however, that destruction of such records shall  be

carried ou t in accordance with Sections 25-59-21 and 25-59-27, Mississippi Code of 1972. 1994, 521; 1996, 537;

1998; 439.

Cro ss references--

As to destruction of old records by circuit  clerk, see §9-7-128.

Permission from A rchives and History required to destroy any public record, see §25-59-21.

CHAPTER 7.  CIRCUIT COURTS
JURISDICTION, POWERS AND AUTHORITY

9-7-81.  Jurisdiction--general enumeration of subjects.  The circuit court shall have original

jurisdiction in all actions when the principal of the amount in controversy exceeds $200.00 and of all other actions

and causes, matters and things, arising under the constitution and laws of th is state  which a re not exc lusiv ely

cogn izab le in some other court, and such appellate jurisdiction as prescribed by  law .  Such court shall have power

to hear and determine all  prosecutions in the name of the state for treason, felonies, crimes, and m isdem eano rs,

except such as may be exclusively cognizable before some  other court; and said court shall  have all  the pow ers

belonging to a court of oyer and terminer (hearing and determination--Ed.) and general jail delivery, and may ...

perform all other acts properly pertaining to a circuit  court of law. 1942, 1428.

Cro ss references--

As to jurisdiction of county court,  see §9-9-21.

As to jurisdiction of chancery court in general,  see §9-5-81.

As to suits by and against state or its polit ical subdivisions, see Chapter 45 of Title 11.

CIRCUIT CLERKS

9-7-121.  Clerk oath of office and bond.  Th e cle rk o f the  circuit court,  before he enters upon the

duties of the office, shall take the oath of office, and give bond, with sufficient surety, to be payable, conditioned

and approved as provided by law , in a p enalty  equa l to three  percent (3 % )  of th e su m  of a ll the  state  and cou nty

taxes shown by the  assessm ent rolls  and the lev ies to  have  been  co llectib le in  the  coun ty fo r the  year im m ediately

preceding  the comm encement of the term of office for such clerk.

How ever, such bond shall not exceed the amount of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00).  And

he may be required to give additional bond from time to time, for the faithful application of all  moneys coming

into  his hands by law or order of the court; but such additional bonds shall be cumulative security, and the original



bond shall  likewise cover all  moneys coming into the hands of the clerk by law or order of the court.  1992, 386.

Cro ss references--

As to approval and fil ing of oaths and bonds of public officials,  see §§25-1-9, et seq.

For fees of clerk, see §25-7-13.

As to location and hours of office of circuit  clerk, see §25-1-99.

9-7-122.  Training and continuing education requirements; filing of certificate of
compliance; penalty for failure to file; courses; expenses.  1995, 375.

9-7-123.  How the clerk may appoint deputies.

(1) The circuit  clerk shall  have the power, with the approbation of the circuit  judge, to appoint one or m ore

depu ties, who shall take the oath of office and may give bond, and who thereupon shall  have power to do and

perfo rm all the  acts  and duties w hich their p rinc ipa l may  law fully  do ; suc h app rov al, w hen g iven by the judg e in

vacation , sha ll be  in w riting , and sh all be en tered on the m inu tes o f the  court a t the  next term . 

(2) Each deputy clerk of the circuit cou rt, before he enters upon the duties of the appointment,  shall take

the oa th o f off ice, and  m ay  give bon d, w ith sufficient surety, to be payable, conditioned and approved as provided

by law , in a p enalty  equa l to three percent (3%) of the sum of all  the state and county taxes shown by the

assessment rolls and the levies to have be en  co llectible in the county for the year immediately preceding the

comm encement of the term of office for the circuit clerk. How ever, such bond shall  not exceed the amount of One

Hund red Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00).  The bond shall  cover all monies coming into the hand s of  the  depu ty

clerk by law or order of the court. The board of supervisors, in its discretion, may pay the bond on behalf of the

deputy clerk. 1942, 1662; 1999, 380.

9-7-124.  Appointment of temporary deputies to assist circuit clerk of county.
(1) The board of supervisors of any county, in its discretion, may authorize the circuit c lerk  of the co un ty

to appo int one  or m ore  tem po rary  full-tim e or tem po rary  part-tim e deputies for th e purp ose of ass isting  the  circuit

clerk in the performance of duties relating to certification of signatures on initiative petitions as provided by

Section 23-17-21.

(2) The salary of any temporary deputy clerk appointed under the  pro visio ns  of sub sec tion  (1) o f this

section shall  be established by the board of supervisors and paid out of any available funds in the county general

fund.

1997, 323.

9-7-125.  Deputy circuit clerks--appointment and payment in certain counties.   Stone

Cou nty  (by  descrip tion) ...board  au tho rized to  pay c ircu it clerk  no t to exceed $300.00 per month for deputy hire.

1972, 387.

9-7-126.  Deputy circuit clerks--appointment and payment in certain counties.

(1) There shall  be allowed out of the county treasury from the general county funds o r any other

availab le funds, pay able m onthly by  the board o f supervisors, not less than the following am oun ts for the pu rpose

of defray ing  the  sala ries o f depu ty circuit  clerks:  Class 1 and 2 counties not less than $450 .00 per m onth; Class

3 and 4 coun ties not less than $350.00 per month; Class 5, 6,  7 and 8 counties not less than $250.00 per month.

Sa id allowances shall be for the purpose of defraying the salaries of deputy circuit clerks, provided such allowance,

upon written request of the circuit  clerk, shall be paid d irectly to the deputy  circuit clerk de signa ted by  him .  In

the absen ce  of such requ est, sa id a llow ance sha ll be  pa id m on thly  to the circu it clerk .  Deputy circuit  clerks

employed under authority of this section shall be deemed to be employees of the county.  The clerk shall select

and su pervise their public duties.

(2) Th is sec tion  sha ll no t apply  to any county having a county court.  In Coahoma, Bolivar, DeSoto,

Low ndes,  Tunica, W ashington , and Y azoo co unties (by  desc ription) the provisions of this section shall  be

discretionary with the board of supervisors.  1972, 467; 1975, 424; 1986, 402, 1994, 499; 1999, 496.



9-7-128.  Disposal and destruction of certain case files and loose records.

(1) W here there is no requirement for a permanent record to be made, the clerk, upon order of the

court,  may dispose of and destroy all  case files of the circuit  or county court which have been in existence for 10

yea rs or which have been reduced to judgment and that judgment satisfied and cancelled.  The clerk m ay also

dispose  of and d estroy any loo se records not required by law to be kept as permanent records after a period of 10

years.  No  records, however, may be destroyed without the approval of the Director of the Department of Archives

and History.

(2) The files, records an d other docum ents described  herein  m ay, up on o rder o f the court in ac-

cordance with the provisions of this section, be electronically stored for convenience and efficiency in storage.

The electronic storage of documents, for purposes of this act,  shall have the same meaning as set forth in Section

9-1-51.  In those counties electing to store files, records and documents by means of electronic storage, the

following describ ed  case files  sha ll be  elec tron ically  stored after the time periods described below have elapsed:

(a) Cases in cou nty  crim ina l or civil court which have been dismissed or in which a

judgment has be en  en tered a t leas t three years prior to  the date upon  wh ich they  are

electronically stored; and

(b) Cases in circuit criminal or civil court which have been dismissed or in which a

judgement has been entered at least five yea rs prior to the d ate upon w hich they are

electronically stored.

(3) Nothing in this section shall serve as authority to destroy any docket book, minute book, issue

docket,  subpoena docket, witness docket book, execution docket book, voter registration bo ok, m arriage rec ord

book, trial orde r, abstrac t of judg m ent, judgm ent roll, cr im ina l file  where an indictment was returned and the

defendant conv icted  if the file is not at least 20 years old, habeas corpus docket,  preliminary hearing docket,  or

supreme court appeals docket.   1981, 501; 1987, 470; 1993, 518.

Cro ss references--

As to destruction of old records by chancery clerk, see §9-5-171.

9-7-129.  List of allowances against county treasury.  W ithin  10  days  after each  term  of c ircu it

court,  the  circuit clerk shall deliver to the clerk of the board of supervisors a certified list of allowances made by

the court at such term, payable out of the county treasury, specifying the amount, to whom allowed, and on what

accoun t.  Fo r any fa ilure  to deliver such list,  the circuit clerk may  be punished by the court as for a contempt. 1942,

1424.

9-7-131.  Jury fee book.  The c ircuit clerk shall keep a book  to be called the "ju ry book," in which

he shall enter the time of issuing all certificates of jurors, the amount thereof,  and to whom issued.  Such book m ay

be kept by m eans  of e lectron ic filing  or s torage  or b oth  as p rov ided in  Sections  9-1 -51  thro ug h 9 -1-5 7, or

otherwise, as the clerk  m ay elec t. Within 1 0 da ys after each term  of the cou rt, he shall file in the office of the  clerk

of the board of supervisors a certified copy of such entries, for the information of the  board .  Fo r any fa ilure  in th is

respect,  the circuit  clerk may be fined and imprisoned by the court as for a contempt.  1942, 1425; 1994, 521.

9-7-133.  Jury tax imposed and how collected.   A jury tax of $3.00 is imposed on each original

suit in the circuit  court in which a plea is fi led, and on every issue therein tried separately by a jury, and a tax of

$2.00 on each case transferred or appealed thereto, to constitute a fund for the payment of jurors, and to be

collected by the clerk or sheriff as costs.  The  clerk sh all be liab le on his official bond for any failure to charge,

receive, or issue execu tion for the jury tax; and the sheriff shall likewise be liable fo r a failure to collect or to pay

the sam e to  the county treasurer; and they may be fined as for a contempt therefor not more than $100.00.  1942,

1426.

9-7-135.  Clerk to report list of cases subject to jury tax.  Within 10 days after the end of any

term of the co urt, the clerk sh all furnish to the  clerk of the  boa rd of superv isors a list o f all judg m ents rendered and

suits disposed of at such term, or in the preceding vacation, on which a jury  tax  is im po sed , and sh all pay  over a ll

su m s received by him for jury tax during the term  an d sin ce the last term, and for any failure shall be liable as

pro vided  by  Section 9 -7-1 33 .  And  if any c lerk  sha ll fail to furnish the said  list, he  sha ll be  fined by the co urt in

the sum of $100.00, on motion of the clerk of the board of supervisors or the district  attorney.  1942, 1427.



CHAPTER 9.  COUNTY COURTS

9-9-1.  Continuation and establishment of county courts in certain counties.  Affec ts on ly

Pike, Pearl River,  Madison, Copiah, DeSoto and Alcorn counties (by description) in addition to "each county of

the  state  wherein  a county court is now in existence."  Excludes Lowndes County. 1974, 477; 1979, 457; 1985,

502; 2002, 356.

9-9-3.  Establishment by agreement between two or more counties--expenses of
operating court to be prorated.   Any two or more counties in the discretion of their respective boards of

supervisors  may  contract an d agree betw een them selv es to  sup po rt and m ain tain  one co un ty cou rt.  The expenses

of the operation of suc h cou rt shall be prorated b etween  the coun ties invo lved and  such ex penses shall be paid

from the general county fund of each coun ty or from any special tax which may be levied therefor, or from any

available federal law enforcement assistance funds.  1970, 335; 1974, 338.

9-9-5.  County judge--qualifications, election, term of office, and filling of vacancies.

The county judge shall possess all of the qualifications of a circuit judge as prescribed in the state constitution, etc.

Special provisions are prescribed for Tunica County (by description).   1975, 399; 1982, 476.

9-9-9.  County judge--general restriction on practice of law.   The county judge shall  not

practice law in any of the courts of the coun ty wherein he holds court . ..  but he may bring to a conclusion cases

actually pending when he was appointed or elected.  1970, 402.

9-9-11.  County judge--compensation and further restrictions.  

(1) Except as otherwise provided in subsections (2) and (3),  the county court judge sha ll receive an

annual salary payable monthly out of the county treasury in an amount not to exceed $1,000.00 less than the salary

which is now or shall hereafter be provided for circuit and chancery judges of this state,  in the discretion of the

boa rd of supervisors of said county...however, that the salary of such judge  sha ll not be  reduced  during  his term

of office.  Provided  fur ther, that the office of county court judge in any county receiving an annual salary of

$36,000.00 or m ore  sha ll be a full-time position, and the holder thereof shall not otherwise engage in the practice

o f law .

(2) In the event of the establishment of a county court by agreement between 2 or more counties as

provided in Section 9-9-3, the county judge of the court so established shall be paid a salary equal to 1-1/2 times

that salary that he would be paid if he were the judge of the smallest of such 2 or more counties, such salary to be

paid in  m onth ly installme nts as pro vided  by law ; provided tha t such sa lary shall  not exceed $1,000.00 less than

the salary of the circuit and chancery judges of this state.

(3) The coun ty court judge shall receive  an an nua l salary payab le month ly ou t of the county  treasury

as follows:

(a) Harrison, H inds, Jackson, Lauderdale, W ashington:  Annual salary to be $1,000

less than that paid to a circuit judge.  Office is to be a full-time position; holder

thereof not to engage in private practice.

(b) Fo rres t, Jon es, R ankin :  Ann ua l sala ry to  be  $40,000 .  Office  sha ll be  a fu ll-time

po sition , ho lder the reo f no t to en gage  in private practice.  County judge shall  not

be eligible for any additional salary except as may be authorized in subsection (4)

(provides for payment of $7,000 per annu m  to each  cou nty co urt or fam ily court

judge in counties having  a cou nty an d/or fam ily court).

(c) Ad am s, Alcorn, Bolivar, Coahoma, DeS oto, Lafayette, L ee, Leflore, Lincoln,

Low ndes,  Madison, Marshall, Monroe, Oktibbeha, Panola , Pearl River, Pike,

Sunflow er, W arren, Yazoo:  A nnu al salary shall be not less than $ 12,000 n or m ore



than $40 ,000.  C ou nty  judge  sha ll not be allowed any extra compensation except

as prov ided in  subsection (4 ).  If the annual salary is $30,000 or more, the office

shall  be a full-time position, and the holder thereof is not to eng age in  the  priv ate

p ractice o f law .

(d) Am ite, Attala, Benton, Calhoun, Carroll, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Claiborne, Clarke,

Clay, Copiah, Covington, Franklin, George, Greene, Gren ada, H anco ck, Ho lmes,

Hum phreys, Issaqu ena , Itawam ba, Jasp er, Jefferson , Jefferson D avis, K em per,

Lam ar, Lawrence, Leake, M arion, Montgomery, Neshoba, Newton, Noxubee,

Perry, Pontotoc, Prentiss, Quitman, Scott, Sharkey, Simpson, Smith, Stone,

Tallahatchie, Ta te, T ippah , Tishomingo, Tunica, Union, W althall, W ayn e, W ebster,

W ilkinson, W inston, Yalobusha:  Annual salary to be not less than $4,200 and not

more than $8,500.  County judge shall  not be eligible for extra compensation

except as p rovided in su bsec tion (4).

(4) Cou nty  judges in the following counties (by description) shall be paid the compensation and be

subject to  any re strictions  set fo rth in  the  act:

W ashington: Annu al salary shall no t exceed $40,000 or a sum w hich is $1,000 less than the

salary paid to circu it and ch ancery jud ges, w hichever is grea ter.

Jones: Annu al salary shall be not less than $30,000.  In the discretion of the board of

supervisors, such salary may be not m ore than $5 00 less  than the  ann ual salary

of a circuit judge.

Coahom a:  Office shall be a full-tim e position; holder not to engage in private practice.  Salary

shall be not less an amount equal to 90%  of the annual salary of circuit  and

chance ry judges.  The salary will be increased by 10%  each year un til that leve l is

reached.

W arren:  Office shall be a  full-tim e po sition; holde r sha ll no t engage  in p riva te practice of

law.  Salary shall be $1,000 less than that paid circuit or chancery court judge.

Leflore:  Ann ua l sala ry to  be no t less than $30,000 nor more than $2,500 less than the annual

salary of the circuit judge in the discretion of the board of supervisors of such

county.

Adam s:  Annu al salary of $4,000 less  than the salary of a circuit  judge.  Judge shall  not

engage in p riva te prac tice and  sha ll no t be eligible for any other compensation,

whether provided in this section or otherwise.

DeSoto: Annu al salary of 90% of that of the chancery and circuit judges, but no t less

than $60,200.00.

Rankin: Annu al salary not greater than the sum of $500 less than the sala ry o f a c ircu it

or chan cery judge, in the discretion o f the board o f supervisors.

Fo rres t: Annu al salary not greater than $1,000 less than the salary of the circuit judge.

To be full-time position and the judge shall not engage in the practice of law .

Jones: Annu al salary of $1,000  less than tha t of the circuit and  chan cery  court judges.

To be a full-time position and the judge shall not engage in the practice of law .

Pike: Annu al salary not to exceed  $2,000  less than the salary for circuit  and chan cery

judges.

M adison: Annu al salary estab lished by the b oard  of supervisors not to exceed the salary for

circuit and chanc ery judges.

Lee: Annu al salary established by the  boa rd of supervisors n ot to exc eed  the salary

for circuit and ch ancery jud ges.

Low ndes: Annu al salary established by the  boa rd of su perv isors not to exceed the salary for

circuit and chanc ery judges.

(5) The sala ry o f a cou nty  cou rt judge o r justice cou rt judge sh all not be reduc ed d uring  his term  of

office as a result of a population dec rease based  upon the 1990 fede ral decenn ial census.

(6) The salary of a sheriff shall not be reduced during his term of office as a result  of a population

decrease b ased up on the 1990  federal decen nial census.

(7) From and a fter O ctober 1, 199 3, in  addition to  the salaries set forth in this section, the board of



supervisors  of any coun ty, in its discretion, ma y pay  any co unty co urt judge w hose  sala ry is  no t establish ed  herein

in relation to the salary paid to chancery and circuit court judges, an additional amount not to exceed ten percent

(10%) of the maximum  allowable salary for that judge.  1973, 486; 1975, 461; 1978, 504; 1979, 457; 1985, 526;

1986, 463; 1988, 508; 1989, 323; 1991, 559; 1993, 550.

9-9-13.  Municipalities may supplement salaries of county judicial officers surrendering
right to practice law.   (Applies to Jackson County only.) 1964, 503.

9-9-14 through 9-9-17.  Additional judges for Harrison, Hinds, Washington and Jackson
counties.   1972, 348; 1975, 485; 1975, 491; 1975, 464; 1985, 536; 1986, 400; 1999, 432.

9-9-21.  Jurisdiction.

(1) The jurisdiction of the county court shall be as follows:  It shall  have jurisdiction concurre nt w ith

the justice cou rt in all matters, civil and c rimina l of wh ich the jus tice cou rt has jurisd iction ; and it shall have

jurisdiction concurrent with the circuit  and chan cery  courts in all  matters of law and equity wherein the amount

of value of the thing in controversy shall not exceed, exclusive of costs and interest,  the sum of $75,000.00 and

the jurisdiction of the county court shall  not be affected by any setoff,  counterclaim or cross-bill  in such actions

where  the amount sought to be recovered in such setoff,  counterclaim or cross-bill  exceeds $75,000.00.  Provided,

how ever, the party fil ing such setoff, counterclaim or cross-bill which exceeds $75,000 .00  sha ll give notice to the

op po site party or parties as p rov ided in  Section 13-3 -83 , and on m otion o f all parties filed  within  twenty (20) days

after the fil ing of such setoff,  counterclaim or cross-bill,  the county court shall  transfer the case to the circuit  or

chance ry court wherein the county court is situated and which would otherwise have jurisdiction.  It  shall have

exclusive ly the jurisdiction heretofore exercised by the justice court in the following matters and causes; namely,

eminent domain, the partition of personal property, and actions of unlawful entry and detainer, provided that the

actions of eminent domain and unlawful entry and detainer may be returnable and triable before the judge of said

court in vacation.

(2) In the  even t of the es tab lishment of  a coun ty cou rt by an  agreem ent be tween tw o (2) o r more

counties as p rov ided in  Section 9-9-3, i t shall  be lawful for such court sitt ing in one county to act upon any and

all matters of which it  has jurisdiction as provided by law arising in the other county under the jurisdiction of said

court.   1974, 477; 1984, 348; 1991, 311; 1998, 427.

9-9-23.  Powers of county judge.   1926, 131.

9-9-29.  Court of record; duties of circuit clerk and sheriff; fees.  Th e co un ty cou rt shall be

a court of record  and  the clerk  of the circu it court sha ll be  the  clerk o f the  coun ty cou rt, and he or his  depu ty sh all

attend all the  session s of  the  coun ty cou rt, and have prese nt a t all sessions  all bo ok s, record s, fi les, and papers

pertaining to the term then in session.  The dockets, minutes, and records of the county court shall  be kept, so far

as is practicable, in the sam e m anne r as are those of the circuit court as provided b y statute and the M ississippi

Rules of  Civil P rocedure .  The  sheriff shall be the executive officer of the court;  he shall  by himself,  or deputy,

attend all  its sessions, and he shall serve all  process and execute  all w rits issu ed  therefro m  in the manner as such

process and writs would be served and exec uted w hen  issued  by the  justice cou rts, or by the c ircuit or chan cery

courts  acc ord ing  as app erta ins to  the value of the cause or matter in hand.  The clerk and sheriff shall receive the

sam e fees for attendance, and for other services, as are allowed  by law  to the clerk  and to the sheriffs of like duties

in the circuit  and chancery courts; provided however, that in all  cases where the justice courts have concurrent

jurisdiction with the county court, the clerk shall be allowed to receive  only such fees as are allowed to justice

courts, and  the she riff sha ll be  allowed  on ly su ch  fees as  the  constab le in  said  justice co urt w ou ld be en titled to

under the law for similar services.  1991, 573.

9-9-35.  Circuit judges authorized to assign cases  and other  court duties to county
judges where dockets overcrowded.  Th is sec tion  de tails assignm ent of case s to cou nty  court b y c ircu it

judges.  No com pensation fo r services u nd er th is section sh all be allowed to the county judge, neither is the coun ty



judge compelled to accept any assignment.   1989, 486.

9-9-36.  Chancellors authorized to assign cases and other court duties to county judges
where dockets overcrowded.  This section details assignm ent of cases to the cou nty cou rt by chanc ellors.

No compensation for services under this section shall be allowed the county judge,  neither is the county judge

compelled to accept any assignment.   1989, 486.

9-9-37.  Certain counties may establish or abolish court--special election--salaries.   From

and after July 1, 1985, in any county not brought within the provisions of this chapter by the terms of Sections 9-9-

1 and 9-9-3 thereof,  and in which a county court is not in existence, on a petition of 10%  of the qualified electo rs

of such county, addressed to the board of supervisors, an election shall be called by the said board and conducted

in such a way and manner now provided by law for a special election for the purpose of determining whether or

not said court shall  be establish ed  in su ch  coun ty; and , if a m ajority vote  at such  elec tion  in favo r of a  coun ty cou rt,

then the election com mission shall so certify to the secretary of state and the governor shall then issue a

proclamation establishing the county court in such county; and thereafter at the next succeeding meeting of the

boa rd of sup erv isors the  board  sha ll call  an election for the election of a county judge, and such election shall be

conducted in the way and manner now provided by law for holding a special election.

Any  county which has or may come under the provisions of this chapter by an election as provided above

may  thereafter come from under this chapter in the mann er hereinafter provided.  On petit ion of 10% of the

qualified electors of such county, addressed to the board o f supervisors  of such cou nty , an  elec tion  sha ll be called

by such board of supervisors and conducted in the way and manner now provided by law for a special election for

the pu rpo se o f de term ining w he ther or n ot su ch  coun ty court shall  be abolished in said county; and, if the m ajority

vo te at such election in favor of abolishing the county court;  then the election comm ission sha ll so certify  to the

secretary  of state.  The governor shall then issue a proclamation declaring that the county court in said county be

abolished on the first day of the month next succeeding such election.

In the event  the county court is established or in the event the county court is abolished under the

provisions of this section, then an election shall not be called on such  subjec t within less than two ye ars therea fter.

The salary of the county judge in all counties which may come under the provisions of this chapter by an

election as provided in th is section sh all be fixed  at such  am ou nt as prov ided fo r in Section 9-9-11.  1971, 495;

1985, 502.

CHAPTER 11.  JUSTICE COURT JUDGES (JUSTICES OF THE PEACE)

9-11-2.  Additional justice.
(1) From and after Janua ry 1 , 1984, .. . the number of justice court judges for counties will  be

determ ined as follows:

Population         No. of Judges

35,000 and  less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

35,001 - 69,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

70,000 - 149,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

150 ,000  and  m ore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

(2) Th e board o f supervisors  sha ll establish  sing le mem ber districts in the counties for the election

of each o f the  justice co urt judg es ... 

(3) Nothing in this section sha ll ... au tho rize  ... more  than 5  justice co urt judg es in  any one  coun ty

... 

(4) ... in any county w hose  justice co urt d istricts  drawn pursuant to subsection (2) of this section are,

on Novem ber 8, 1993, being controverted in a court action or being reviewed . ..  by the Voting Rights Act of 1965,

... those ju stice  court judg es ... sh all co ntinue  to hold  office until:

(a) A final adjudication .. .;  and

(b) The election and qualification of successors. . ..   1983 Ex §7.

9-11-3.  Completion of courses of training and continuing education conducted by
Mississippi Judicial College required.  



(1) ...  no justice court judge elected for a full  term ...  on or after January 1, 1992, shall  exercise the

judicial functions of his office or be eligible to take the oath of office unless he has filed in the office of the

chance ry clerk a certificate of completion of a course of t ra ining and education conducted by the M ississippi

Judic ial College  ... with in six  (6) m on ths o f the  beginning o f the  term  ... 

(2) ... each justice court judge shall  be required to file annually in the office of the chancery clerk a

certifica te of com ple tion  of a  course o f continuing edu cation  ... 

(3) ... each of the certificates in subsections (1) and (2 ) of th is section sh all be provided in §9-11-4.

(4) ... failure of any justice court judge to file .. . the certificates o f co m ple tion  as p rov ided fo r in

subsections (1) and (2) . ..  shall,  in addition to any other fines or punishment .. . not be entitled to compensation for

the period of time during which such certificates remain unfiled.  1991, 321.

9-11-4.  Basic and continuing education courses for justice court judges; costs and
expenses.  The M ississippi Judicial C ollege o f the  U niv ersity of Mississippi Law Center shall prepare and

conduct courses of training for basic and continuing education for justice court judges .. . shall  be known as the

"Justice Court Judge Training C ourse" an d shall consist of at least 32 hours of training .. . shall  be known as the

"Continuing Edu cation Co urse for Justice Cou rt Judges," and sh all consist of at least 18 hours of training.  Co sts

are to be paid out of any funds which are made available to the judicial college upon authorization and

appropriation by the legislature.  1982, 423.

Cro ss references--

Provisions of this section governing issuance of certificates of completion of justice court judges training

and  edu cation course s, required  to be filed by justice co urt judges, see §9-11 -3 (3).

9-11-5.  Office; where trials to be held; collectibility of compensation; insurance
coverage.  The justice court judges shall be provided courtrooms by the county and all  trials shall  be held therein.

Such courtrooms shall  be in the county courthouse, county office building or any  other build ing  within  the  coun ty

deemed  appropriate by the board of supervisors.  The county shall  provide office space and furnish each justice

cou rt office and prov ide necessary  office supplies.  The county may  secure insurance coverage to protect the office

of the justice court clerk against losses due to theft or robbery.  1982, 423; 1986, 367.

9-11-7.  Oath of office and bond.  Every  person elected  a justice court judge sha ll, befo re he enters

upon the duties of the  office, tak e the oath  of office prescribed by Section 155 of the Constitution, and give bond

...  in the penalty of $10,000.00. .. . 1989, 342.

9-11-9.  Civil jurisdiction; pecuniary interest in outcome of action.   Justice court judges have

jurisdiction in all matters wherein the am oun t of the dem and d oes no t exceed $ 2,500 . The judg es shall have no

pecuniary interest in the outcome of any action once suit  has been filed. 1981, 471; 1986, 365; 1995, 573.

9-11-10.  Civil jurisdiction; prepayment of costs as prerequisite; penalties.   No justice of

the peace co urt sha ll have  jurisd iction  over any  civ il suit a ttem pted to  be  filed  therein  un less  and until all legally

required court costs are deposited with the court.  The justice of the peace shall not fi le,  docket,  issue process, or

otherw ise assume jurisdiction until such costs shall have been paid.  Penalties range from $100.00 to $250.00

1974, 329.

9-11-11.  Uniform case record; certified copies of papers to parties.  I t shall  be the duty of

the justice cou rt to keep  a un iform  case rec ord  developed by the attorney general on  eac h case , civ il and c rim ina l,

brought before  it.  Up on d isposition, eac h reco rd shall  be signed by the justice court judge.  It  shall be the duty of

a justice co urt,  when required, to furnish to either party a certified copy of all  proceedings, and of all  papers and

process  relating thereto, in any action before it . Closed civil and criminal fi les may be destroyed after seven and



on e-half (7 ½) years with written approval from the Director of the Department of Archives and History.  1981,

471; 1982, 423; 1985, 440; 1998, 439.

Cro ss references--

Entry on justice court docket of clerks appointed by justice court judge, see §9-11-27.

9-11-15.  Regular terms of court; nonresident defendant; trial at reasonable time; court
of record; power to punish for contempt.   Justice court judges shall hold regular terms of their courts, at

such time as  they may  appoint, not exceeding two and no t less than one every month, at the appropriate justice

cou rt courtroom established by the board  of sup erv isors; an d they  m ay  continue  to hold  the ir courts  from  day to

day so lo ng  as b usiness m ay  require ; and all process shall be returnable, and all trials shall take place at such

regular terms, except where it is otherw ise prov ided; but where  the defendant is a nonresident or transient person,

and it shall  be shown by the oath of either party that a delay of the trial  until  the regular term will be of material

injury to him, it shall  be lawful for the judge to have the parties brought before him at any reasonable time and hear

the evidence and give judgment or where the defendant is a nonresident or transient person and the judge  and a ll

parties agree, i t shall  be lawful for the judge to have the parties brought before him  on the day and citation is made

and hear the evidence and give judgment.  Such court shall  be a court of record, including power to fine to the

amount fine and length of imprisonment as is authorized for a municipal court in Section 21-23-7(11) for contempt

of court [not more than $1,000.00 or 6 months'  imprisonment, or both].  1981, 471; 1982, 423; 1990, 349; 1993,

344.

Cro ss references--

As to location of courtrooms of justice court judges, see §9-11-5.

9-11-18.  Justice court clerk clearing account.  
(1) There is hereby created in the county depository of each county a clearing account to be

designated as the "Justice Court Clerk Clearing Account," in which shall  be deposited (a) all  such monies as the

clerk of justice court shall receive from any person complying with any writ of garnishment, attachment, execution

or other like process authorized by law for the enforcement of a judgment; (b) all such m on ies as are  received  in

criminal cases in the justice court pursuant to any order requiring payment as restitution to the victims of criminal

offenses; (c) all  cash bonds as shall be deposited with the court;  (d) any portion of any fees required by law to be

collected in civil cases which are to pay for the service of process or wits in another county as provided by Section

9-11-20; and  (e) any  other m one y as sh all be depos ited with the cou rt, excep t fees paid  for the serv ices of a

constable, which by its nature is not at the time of deposit  public monies, but which is to be he ld by the co urt in

a trust or custodial capacity in a case or proceed ing before the  cou rt.  The clerk  of the justice court shall  account

for all m on ies d eposited  in and d isbu rsed  from  suc h accou nt and  sha ll be  au tho rized and  em po wered to  draw and

issue checks on such account at such t imes,  in  such am ou nts a nd  to su ch  persons  as sha ll be  pro per and in

accordance with law ; provided, ho wever, such monies as are forfeited in criminal cases shall be paid b y the c lerk

of the justice cou rt to the clerk of the board of supervisors for deposit in the general fund of the county in the same

mann er as provided in Section 9-11-19 for fees, costs, fines and penalties charged and collected in the justice court.

1984, 502; 1991, 414.

9-11-19.  Collection and report of fines and penalties.  

(1) It shall  be the duty of every clerk of the justice court to receive and acco unt for all fees, costs,

fines and penalties charged and collected in the justice court,  and, monthly to report in writing under oath, to the

clerk of the board  of supervisors all such fees, costs, fines and penalties received, including cash bonds and other

moneys which have been forfeited in criminal cases and  at least sem iannually any  delinquen t fines and  penalties,

giving the date, amount, and nam es of persons from w hom  such m onies w ere received an d to pay  so much thereof

as sha ll have  been  received  to the cle rk o f the  board  of sup erv isors for depo sit into the general fund of the county.

Any  clerk of the justice court who shall fail  to make such report or to pay the money so received shall , in addition

to any other fine or punishment provided by law for such conduct, not be entitled to compensation for the period

of time during which such report or money is outstanding.

(2) The provisions of this section shall  not,  except as to cash bonds and other mon ies which have been

forfeited in crim ina l cases, app ly to  m on ies requ ired  to be deposited in the justice court clerk clearing account as



provided in Section 9-11-18.  1981, 471; 1982, 423; 1984, 502; 1993, 406.

9-11-21.  Receipt itemizing costs, fees and other payments made to clerk of justice court.

The clerk of the justice c ourt  is required in all cases to give to any person paying him any fees, costs or other

mon ey a unifo rm  receipt, the form  of w hich is to  be prepared  by  the  attorney genera l.  Such  receip t sha ll conta in

the particulars of such fees, costs or other money and such other information as the attorney general shall deem

necessary.  The county shall  have printed such receipts at county expense and distribute them to the clerk of the

justice court of the county.  Provided, however, that where the party filing the  co m pla int is an entity of

go vernm ent, the clerk  shall not be required to receive a prepaym ent of cos ts no r issue a receip t, bu t the  clerk sh all

enter a notation on  the  docket w herein  said  com pla int is recorded indicating that the party  is exempt from payment

of costs.   1984, 502.

Cro ss references--

For fees of justices of the peace, see §25-7-25.

9-11-23.  Remedy for money collected.   When any clerk of the justice court shall have collected

in his official capacity any m oney , fines or penalties, and shall  fail to pay or account for the same to the person

or official entit led to receive the same, he shall  be liable to  be  pro ceeded  against on  his o fficia l bond  in a sum m ary

way  by motion in any court having jurisdiction of the amount collected and withheld, of which motion five days

notice shall be served on the clerk of the justice court and the sureties on his bond, or such of them as may be

found; and judgment for the amount il legally withheld by the clerk of the justice court and 10%  thereon, and  all

costs, shall  be rendered against the clerk of the justice court and his sureties, or such of them as have been served

with notice.  1942, 1842; 1985, 440.

9-11-25.  Books and records of justice court judge going out of office or dying to be
delivered to circuit court clerk; penalty for failure to deliver; transfer to successor; sue by other
justice court judges.   Every justice court judge whose term of office expires,  or who  resigns, removes from the

coun ty, or otherwise goes out of office, and the legal representative and next of kin of every justice court judge

who  dies, shall , within ten (10) days  thereafter, deliver h is case re cord, w ith all  process and papers and books of

statutes relating to his office, to the clerk of the justice court of the county. 1981, 471; 1982, 423, 1991, 594.

9-11-27.  Appointment of clerk, designation of powers.  The b oard  of supervisors of each

coun ty shall, at its own expense, appoint one person to serve as clerk of the justice court system of the county, and

may  appoint such other employees for the justice court system of the county as it  deems necessary, including a

person or persons to serve as deputy clerk or deputy clerks.  The board of supervisors of each county with two (2)

judicial distric ts m ay , at its own expen se, appoint two (2) persons to serve as clerks of the justice court system of

the county, one (1) for each judicial district,  and may appoint such other employees for the justice court system

of the county as it deems necessary including persons to serve as depu ty c lerks.  The  clerk and  depu ty c lerks shall

be empow ered to file and record actions and pleading, to receive and receipt for moneys, to acknowledge

affidavits, to issue warrants in criminal cases upon direction by a justice court judge in the county, to approve the

sufficiency of b on ds  in civil and criminal cases, to certify and issue copies of all  records, documents and pleading

filed in the justice court and to issue all process necessary for the operation of the justice court.   All orders from

the justice co urt judg e to  the clerk of the justice court shall be written.  All cases, civil and criminal, shall  be

assigned by the clerk to the justice court judges of the county in the manner provided in subsection (3) of Section

11-9-105 and Section 99-33-2. A d epu ty clerk who w orks in an office separate from the clerk and who is the head

depu ty clerk o f the  sep ara te office may  be design ated to be trained as a  clerk as provided in Section 9-11-29. 1979,

409; 1981, 471; 1982, 423; 1985, SB 2627; 1994, 341; 2001, 462.

9-11-29.  Clerk's certificate of completion of course of education; bond entered by clerk.

Every person app oin ted  justice co urt c lerk , or deputy  design ated  pu rsuan t to Section  9-1 1-2 7,  shall  com ple te

within  90 days of appointment a course of training at the M ississippi Judicial College of the U niv ersity of



M ississ ipp i Law Center.   All persons so appointed shall  enter into bond in the penalty of $50,000.  The cost of such

bond shall  be paid by the county.  1981, 471; 1982, 423; 1986, 352; 1989, 341; 2001, 462.

Cro ss references--

For similar requirements of continuing education courses by justice court judges, see §9-11-3.

CHAPTER 13.  COURT REPORTERS AND COURT REPORTING

9-13-1 through 9-13-7.  Appointment of court reporter in circuit and chancery courts;
oath of office; nature and term of office; appointment and qualifications certified to other
counties.   Code 1942, §§1624, 1625, 1626, 1627.

9-13-9.  Bond.   The judge or chancellor shall  require the court reporter to give bond in a penalty of not

less than $ 2,000.00  to be appro ved  by the  cou rt . ..  and such bon d sha ll be filed in the office o f the clerk o f the cou rt

of any county in the district . ..  a certified copy of which shall be filed with the clerk of said court in each of the

other counties of the district .  1942, 1628.

9-13-11.  Removal from office; resignation or vacation from office.   1942, 1629, 1630.

9-13-15.  Court reporter pro tempore--effect of appointment upon compensation of
regular reporter.   If the court reporter be  absen t du ring  the  session  of the co urt,  the  judge  or chancellor m ay  ...

appoint a court reporter pro tempore . ..  who sha ll perform all the duties and be liable to all the penalties and

pu nish m ents described for or incident to the office o f court reporte r.  Th e co urt repo rter p ro tem po re sh all be paid

for his services by the A dm inistrative Office of Courts, out of the salary of the regular court reporter and at the

sam e rate as the regular court reporter for the  time that the court reporter pro tempo re shall act.  The court which

is being served by the court reporter pro tempore shall  authorize his compensation by auditing and reporting the

time served by the court reporter pro tempore to the Adm inistrative Office of Courts.  How ever, if the appointment

of a court reporter pro tempore is made because of i llness of the regular court reporter,  the court may authorize

com pensation o f said  court reporter pro tempore from the Administrative Office of Courts within diminution of

the sala ry o f the  regular court repo rter, fo r a period not to  exceed  forty -five  (45 ) days  in any  one  (1) calendar year.

The salary o f the cou rt report pro tem pore  shall be p aid as p rovided in S ection 9 -13-1 9. A ll acts of the court

repo rter pro tem pore  shall be as valid an d effec tual as if don e by  the regu lar court reporter; and  such  acts as are

required to be certified and signed by the court reporter shall be certified and signed by h im a s cou rt reporter pro

tempore.  1993, 518.

9-13-17.  Additional court reporters--compensation of regular reporter when assistant
reporter alone is serving.   The circuit judge, chancellor,  family court judge or county judge may, by an order

spread upon the minutes and made a part of the records of the cou rt, appoin t an additional court repo rter for a term

or part of a term , who se d uties, qu alifica tions an d com pensation sh all be the sam e as  is now provided by law for

official cou rt reporters. Th e add itional cou rt reporte r shall be su bject to  the control of the judge or chancellor, as

is now provided by law for official court reporters, and the judg e or chancellor sh all have the ad ditiona l power to

term ina te the appointment of such additional court reporter, whenever in his opinion the necessity for such an

additional court reporter ceases to exist,  by placing upon the minutes of the court an order to that effect.   The

regular court repo rter sh all not dra w any  com pen sation w hile the assistan t court reporter alone is serving ; how ever,

in the event the assistant court reporter is serving because of the illness of the regular court reporter, the court may

authorize payment of said assistant . ..  from the Administrative Office of Courts without diminution of the salary

of the regular court reporter,  for a period not to exceed forty-five (45) days in any o ne (1 ) calend ar yea r.  How ever,

in any circuit , chancery, county or family court district within the State  of Mississippi, if the judge or chancellor

shall de term ine  tha t in orde r to re lieve the co ntinuo usly crowded docket in such district, or for other goo d cause

shown, the appointment of an addit ional court reporter is necessary for the proper administration of justice, he

may, with the advice and consent of the board  of sup ervisors if the co urt district is composed o f a sing le co un ty

and with the advice a nd  consen t of a t leas t one-half (½ ) of th e boards  of sup erv isors if the  court d istrict is



comp osed of m ore than one (1) county, by an order spread upon the minutes and made a part of the records of the

court,  app oint an  add itional cou rt reporter.  The additional court reporter shall  serve at the will  and pleasure of the

judge or chancellor, may be a resident of any county of the state, and shall be paid a salary designated by the judge

or chan cellor no t to exceed the  salary authorized by Section 9-13-19.  The salary of the additional court reporter

shall be paid by the Adm inistrative Office of Courts, as provided in Section 9-13-19; and m ileag e sh all be paid

to the additional court reporter by the county as provided in the same section.  The office of such add itional cou rt

reporter appointed under this section shall not be abolished or compensation reduced during the term of office of

the appointing judge or chancellor without the consent and approval of the appointing judge or chancellor.   1993,

518.

9-13-19.  Salary.  

(1) Co urt reporters for circuit  and chancery courts shall be paid an annual salary of Thirty-eight

Thousand Dollars ($38 ,000.00) p ayab le by the A dm inistra tive  Office  of C ou rts. In a dd ition, any court reporter

performing the du ties of a court adm inistra tor in  the sam e judicial district in wh ich the person  is emp loyed as a

court repo rter m ay  be  pa id add itional co m pensation fo r pe rform ing  the  court adm inistra tor d uties...

(2) . ..The amount to be paid by each county shall  be determined by the number of weeks in which

cou rt is he ld in  eac h cou nty  in proportion to the total num ber of weeks court is held in the district . ..  For example,

if there are thirty-eight (38) scheduled court weeks in a district , a county in which court is scheduled five (5) weeks

out of the year would pay five-thirty-eighths (5/38) of the total annual compensation.

(3) The salary and any additional compensation for the performan ce of court administrator duties

shall be  pa id in  12  insta llments on  the  last w ork ing  day o f each  m on th  after it has  been duly authorized by the

appointing judge or ch ancellor ... The cou nty shall transfer to the A dm inistrative Office o f Courts one -twelfth

(1/12) of the amount required in subsection (2) by the  twen tieth d ay  of each m on th fo r the  sala ry th at is to  be  pa id

on the last working day of the month . ..  Any county may pay . ..  by the twentieth day of January . ..  the amount due

for a full twe lve m onths.

(4) From and  after Oc tober 1 , 1996, all circuit and chan cery  cou rt reporters will  be employees of the

Ad m inistrative Office of Cou rts.

(5) No circuit or  chancery court reporter shall  be entitled to any compensation for any special or

extended term of court after passage of this section.

(6) No chancery o r circuit cou rt reporte r shall practice  law  in the court within which he or she is the

cou rt reporter.

(7) For all travel required in the performance of official duties, the circuit or cha nce ry court reporter

shall be paid mileage by the county in which the duties w ere  perform ed  at the  sam e ra te as  pro vided  for s tate

employees in Section 25-3-41. .. .  The court reporter shall file in the office of the  clerk of the court which he serves

a cer tificate  of m ileag e ex pense incurred  du ring  tha t term  and paym ent of su ch  expense to  the  court repo rter sh all

be paid on allowance by the judge of such court.  1973, 484; 1977, 449; 1980, 478; 1985, SB 2535; 1988, 2335;

19 93 , 518; 199 6, 414 ; 1997 ,  570. 

9-13-21.  Court reporter's tax fee.   In each suit,  cause or matter where (1) a plea or answer is fi led,

and (2) in probate or any other cause or matter wherein  the  court repo rter actually  serves, a court reporter's tax fee

of $10.00 shall be collected as costs and paid into the treasury of the county in which the case is tried, as the jury

tax is collected by law and paid in the circuit  court.   1978, 427.

9-13-23.  Stationery furnished.  Th e board o f supervisors  ... sha ll provide the co urt repo rter w ith a ll

necessary stationery used by him in the performance of his official duties in the county.  1926, 156.

9-13-25.  Duties.  Th e duties of  the  court repo rter a re cov ered in  this sec tion .  Of tho se d uties the

following are deem ed g erm ane  to this subjec t ma tter:  If a party dem and  the w riting o ut of the court  reporter's notes

for any other than the bona fide purpose of perfecting an appeal,  he shall  pay the reporter in advance twenty-five

cents  per 100 words. .. .  The court is authorized to purchase recording machines for the use of the co urt repo rter,

the cost of which shall be allocated to each county in the district  according to the weeks of court in each county.



. ..   1971, 423, 1991, 573.

9-13-27 through 9-13-45.  Fees of court reporter.  ... Such  party or witness  shall pay all fees

authorized by law for making such copy and such certificate; the clerk shall be required to make the copy and

certifica te upon the payment of such fees. . ..   In all  such cases in which the trial  is noted by the court reporter,  any

person de siring to  appeal the ca se sha ll no tify the co urt repo rter w ho  sha ll furn ish th e prop er transcrip t.  The

reporter shall  receive $2.00 per page for the  sam e, w hich sh all be tax ed  as cos ts, and the co urt repo rter sh all file

with the  clerk the original an d one  carbo n cop y o f his  notes so tra nscribed  ... for w hich carbon  copy  no  charge sh all

be m ade .  The o riginal of suc h transc ript shall be used b y the c lerk in m aking  up the  record  for the suprem e cou rt

...  and no other fee shall be allowed for this part of the record.  Provided, however, that in criminal cases wh ere

appeals are taken and no appeal bond is filed the transcript fee herein provided shall  be paid to the court reporter

out of the co unty  treasury  at the rate of $2.00  per page . ...  If the cou rt reporter w illfully neglects to perform  any

du ty required o f him  by law ...  he shall be deemed  guilty of a misdemeanor . ..  may be fined not to exceed $500.00,

or imprisoned not more than six m on ths a nd , moreov er, he shall be  liable to  a deduc tion  from  his salary a t the  rate

of $10.00 a  day fo r each  day that he sh all be in  suc h default ... an d sh all be liab le on h is bo nd  to the party  inju red ...

 1930, 16; 1910, 111; 1971, 442; 1926, 156; 1920, 145; 1950, 350; 1958, 280; 1975, 354; 1993, 518.

9-13-61.  Official county and family court reporter.   There shall be an official court reporter for

each coun ty and  fam ily cou rt judge  in the S tate o f M ississ ipp i, to be appointed by such judge, for the purpose of

performing the necessa ry and  requ ired steno graphic w ork o f the cou rt or division thereof...Except as hereinafter

provided, the reporters of said courts shall receive an annual salary of not less than $24,000.00 and may, at the

discretion of the board of supervisors, receive a monthly salary equal to that of the circuit  court reporter in the

district wherein the coun ty lies. to be paid m onthly by  the coun ty out of its general fund. In any C lass 1 cou nty

having a pop ula tion  of m ore  than 56,000  (and a lso in  W arren and  Adam s coun ties) the reporter shall receive a

m on thly  salary equal to that of the  reporte r of th e circu it court d istrict w herein  the county or family court l ies, the

sam e to be payable from the general county fund.  Such court reporters shall be paid the same compensation for

transcript of the record on appeals as are paid circuit  court reporters for like or similar work.  1977, 447; 1985, 510;

1997, 432.

9-13-63.  County court reporter fees as items of cost.  In a ll cases filed in  the  coun ty cou rt, a

cou rt reporte r's fee  sha ll be  charged  as an item  of cos t as fo llow s:  In a ll cases w hich, if there  were  no  coun ty cou rt,

would have been filed in the justice of the  peace co urt $ 1.00: in  all cases  appealed  to the co un ty cou rt $2 .00 ; in

all cases w hich, if there were  no  coun ty cou rt, would be filed in the circuit or chancery courts $3.00.  All of such

fees are  to be paid  into  the  general cou nty  fund of the county; provided, however, that no jury tax shall be charged

in any case unless there  is an issue joined and no court reporter's fee shall be charged unless issue has been joined

in such case and testimony taken.  1970, 395.

Cro ss references--

As to tax fees of circuit  and chancery court reporters, see §9-13-21.

CHAPTER 21.  ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF COURTS

9-21-1.  Administrative Office of Courts established; purpose; "court" defined. The

Adm inistrative Office of Courts is hereby created.  The purpose of the Adm inistrative Office of Courts shall be

to assist in the efficient administration of the nonjudicial business of the courts of the state and in improving the

administration of justice in M ississippi by p erform ing the  duties an d ex ercising the pow ers a s prov ided in  this

chapter.

As used in th is ch ap ter, unless the co ntext c lear ly indicates otherwise, the term "court" means any tribunal

recognized as a part of the judicial branch of government, but not including county boards of supervisors.   1993,

610.



9-21-3.  Duties of Administrative Office of Courts.  

(1)  The Adm inistrative Office of courts shall be specifically charged with the duty of assisting the Chief

Justice of the Supreme C ourt of M ississippi with his duties as the chief adm inistra tive  office o f all co urts  of th is

state, including without limitation the task of insuring that the business of the courts of the state  is attend ed  with

proper dispatch, that the dockets of suc h cou rts are  no t perm itted to  becom e co ng ested and  tha t trials and app eals

of cases, civil and criminal, are not delayed unreasonably.

(2) The  office shall also perform  the following d uties:

(a) To work  with the cle rks  of a ll youth courts and civil and criminal trial  courts in the

state  to collect,  obtain, compile, digest and publish information and statistics

concerning the administration of justice in the state.

(b) To serve as an agency to apply for and receive any grants or other assistance and

to coord ina te an d con du ct studies an d p rojects to improve the administration of

justice by the courts of the state,  and it may conduct such studies with or without

the assistance of consu ltants.

(c) To supply such sup po rt to the Ju dic ial A dv isory S tudy C om m ittee n ecessary  to

accom plish the pu rpose s of this cha pter, including without l imitation, research and

clerical assistance.

(d) To promulgate standards, rules and regulations for com pu ter and /or e lectron ic

filing and sto rage of all court records and court-related records maintained

through out the state in courts and in offices of circuit and chanc ery clerks.

(e) It shall  perform such other duties relating to the improvement of the administration

of ju stice  as m ay  be  ass igned  by  the  Su prem e C ou rt of M ississ ipp i. 

1993, 610; 1995, 547; 1997, 507.

9-21-5.  Administrative Director.   The Administrative Director shall  be appointed by and

shall serve a t the pleasu re of the S uprem e Court of M ississippi as the Director of the

Adm inistrative Office  of cou rts.  The Ad ministrative Director shall devote full time to the duties

of the office to the exclusion o f engag em ent in any o ther business or profession for profit.   1993,

610; 1996, 492.

9-21-7.  Director authorized to hire assistants and employees.  The Ad m inistrative Direc tor,

with the approval of the Supreme C ourt, is authorized to employ and set the compensation of such assistants and

other em ployees as a re nec essary  to enable  him  to perfo rm  his  duties, subject to approval of the State Personnel

Board. 1993, 610.

9-21-9.  Duties and authority of Director.  The Adm inistrative Director of Courts shall have the

following du ties and  au tho rity w ith respect to all cou rts in addition to any other duties and responsibilities as may

be  pro perly assigned by the Sup rem e C ou rt.

(a) To require  the filing of reports, the collection and compilation of statistical data and other

information on the judicial and financ ial operation of the courts and on the operation of other

offices directly related to and serving  the courts;

(b) To de term ine  the  state  of the docke ts and evaluate the practices and procedures of the courts and

make recom m en da tions concerning the number of judges and other personnel required for the

efficient administration of justice;

(c) To prescribe uniform administration and business methods, systems, forms and records to be used

in the offices of  the  clerks  of cou rt;

(d) To devise, promulgate and require the use of a uniform you th court case tracking system,

including a youth co urt case filing fo rm for filing with each individual youth court matter, to be

utilized by the Adm inistrative Office of Courts and the youth courts in order that the number of

youthful offenders, abused, neglected, truant and dependent children, as well as children in need

of special care and children in need of supervision, may be tracked with specificity through the

you th court and adult justice system s.

(e) To dev elop, p rom ulgate and require  the use of a statewide docket num bering system to be utilized

by the youth courts, which you th cou rt dock et num bers sh all standard ize and  unify  the numbering



system by which youth court docket numbers are assigned, such that each docket number would,

among  other things, identify the county and year in which a particular youth court action was

comm enced;

(f) To dev elop, p rom ulgate and require  the use  of un iform  you th cou rt orders an d form s in a ll youth

courts and y outh court proceeding s;

(g) To prepare and submit budget recomm endations for state appropriations necessary for the

maintenance and operation of the judicial system and to  authorize expenditures from funds

appropriated for these purposes as permitted or authorized by law;

(h) To develop and implem ent personnel policies for nonjudicial personnel employed by the courts;

(i) To investigate, make recomm endations concerning and assist in the securing of adequate physical

accomm odations for the judicial system;

(j) To procure, distribute, exchange, transfer and assign such equipment, books forms and supplies

as are acquired with state funds or grant funds or otherwise for the judicial system;

(k) To m ake recomm endations for the improvement of the operations of the judicial system;

(l) To prepare and submit an annual report on the work of the judicial system to the Su prem e C ou rt;

(m) To  take necessary  step s in th e co llectio n o f un pa id cou rt costs, fines and  forfeitures; 

(n) To perform such additional ad m inis trative duties relating to the improvement of the

administration of justice as may be assigned by the Supreme Court;  and

(o) To prom ulgate standards, rules and regulations for computer and/or electronic fil ing and storage

of all court records and cou rt-rela ted  record s m ain tained  thro ug ho ut the sta te in  courts  and in

offices of circuit and ch ancery c lerks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1993, 610; 1995, 547; 1997, 507.

9-21-11 through 9-21-19. Th ese  statu tes add ress  the  Direc tor's add itional au tho rity and  du ties. 

9-21-21 through 9-21-41.  Creation, authority and duties of Judicial Advisory Study Com mittee.

TITLE 11.  CIVIL PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE

CHAPTER 1.  PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE PROVISIONS
COMMON TO COURTS

11-1-1.  Before whom oaths may be taken.  A judge of any  court o f record , clerk  of such cou rt,

cou rt reporter of such  cou rt, master, m em ber o f the bo ard o f supe rvisors, justice court judge, notary  pub lic, may or,

or police justice of a city,  town, or village, clerk of a municipality and any officer of any other state,  or of the

United States, authorized by the law thereof to administer oaths, the judge of any court of record, or the mayor or

chief magistrate of any city, borough or corporation of a foreign country, may adm inister oaths and take and  certify

affid av its wh enever the  sam e m ay b e nec essary  or prop er in  a proceeding in  any cou rt or u nd er any  law  of th is

state, or for the purpose of taking deposition of any party of interest,  or witnesses of any suit  pending before any

such court,  or for the perpetuation of testimony, as provided in Section 13-1-57 of the Mississippi Code of 1972.

[Note: 13-1-57 is repealed. See instead 13-1-227.] 1962, 306; 1988, 347; 1991, 573.

11-1-27. Bonds payable to the state in certain cases.   Any bond required to be given in any

m atter, where it is not prescribed to whom  it shall be made payable, may be m ade payable to the state. 1942, 1647.

Cro ss references--

Requirement that official bonds be made payable to state,  §25-1-17.

Requirement that bail bonds be made payable to state,  §99-5-5.

CHAPTER 7.  PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE IN CIRCUIT COURTS

11-7-217.  Collection of fines, penalties, and list reported.  The c lerk of the circu it court sha ll,



imm ediately  after the adjournment of every term issue execu tion according  to the nature of the case, for all fines,

penalties and forfeitures assessed by the cou rt, o r w hich shall  have accrued to the state or to the county, and

remaining due an d unp aid .  Sa id c lerk  sha ll, with in 30 days afte r such  ad jou rnm ent, tran sm it a list of sa id

executions to the clerk of the board of supervisors of the county, noting the names of the defendants, the am oun ts,

and the sheriff or other officer to whom the same was delivered; and, a t the  sam e tim e, he sh all tran sm it to sa id

clerk a statement of the returns made by the sheriff or other officer on execution for fines, penalties, and forfeitures

retu rnable  to the las t term  of cou rt.  Any  circuit cou rt clerk w ho  sha ll fail to issue such executions, or to  transm it

the lists thereof as required, shall  forfeit and pay the sum of $200.00 for every such offense, to be recovered by

the state or coun ty, on m otion aga inst h im  and his sureties by the district  attorney, before the circuit  court.   The

clerk of the board of supervisors shall  notify the district attorney of such default.   1942, 1562.

Cro ss references--

As to duty of justice of the peace to collect and report fines, see §9-11-19.

As to duty of clerk of the board of supervisors, see §19-3-27.

As to duty of district  attorney as to fines and penalties,  see §25-31-23.

11-7-219.  Remedy against officer, in reference to fines.  If any sheriff or other officer sh all

return on any writ  of execution, that he hath levied the fine, penalty, or forfeiture therein mentioned, or any pa rt

thereof; or, that he hath taken the  body  of the defend an t, and sh all have su ffere d su ch  defendant to  escape; or if

any person be comm itted to the custody of such sheriff or other officer until the fine, penalty, or forfeiture for

which he was com mitted shall be p aid, and  such  sheriff or officer sh all perm it such defend ant to escape ; or, if such

sheriff or officer shall  have received such fine, penalty, or forfeiture, or any part thereof, and  sha ll no t imm ediately

account to the clerk of the board of supervisors and pay the same into the treasury of the county, then, in either

of the cases above specified, it  shall be the duty of said clerk to notify the district attorney of such default,  who

shall thereupo n, on m otion a t the  next term  of the circu it court, deman d judgment against such sheriff, or other

officer, and his sureties, for the fines, penalties, and forfeitures mentioned in such writs,  or for so much thereof

as he shall have received on such execution or comm itment, or the w ho le am ou nt thereof in case he shall  have

suffered such defendant or defendants to escape; and the court sha ll give jud gm ent acc ordingly, and aw ard

execution thereon.  1942, 1563.

Cro ss references--

As to liability of sheriff for mishandling money collected, see §§19-25-39, et seq.

As to d uty  and liability  of p ub lic office r depo siting  and d istribu ting  public  fun ds , see  §§25 -1-6 9 to

   25-1-73.

As to duty of legal representative to promptly pay moneys of deceased officer, see §25-1-67.

As to liability of justice of the peace for money collected, see §9-11-23.

As to actions against officers for money collected or property taken, see §§9-7-89, 11-23-3.

11-7-221.  Liability of officers for default as to fines.  Clerks, sheriffs, and other officers sha ll

be liable to the sam e proceedings for any neglect of duty, in respect to executions for fines, penalties, and

forfeitures, as in case of executions in civil cases.  1942, 1564.

CHAPTER 9.  PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE IN COUNTY COURTS
AND BEFORE JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

11-9-101.  Where suits to be brought.  
(1) The jurisdiction of the  justice cou rt shall be coex tensive with its county, and a ny p rocess may  be

issued in m atters w ithin  its jurisdic tion , to be executed in any part of the county.  Every defendant may be sued

on ly in the coun ty in which  he resides or w here the cau se of action arose and if  a defendant does not reside in the

Sta te of Mississippi or has no fixed place of residence, he shall  be sued in the county where the cause of action

arose.  W henever by reason of interest, relationship to one of the parties, or other l ike cause, any justice court judge



shall be  disq ua lified  to p resid e in  any  case b efore h im, the sam e sha ll be transferred  to a justice court judge in the

county, free from such objection, who shall hear and determine the same.  Nothing herein contained shall  be

construed as authorizing or empowering the clerk of the justice court of any justice court judge to perform any

official act outside of the territorial boundaries of their county.

(2) The provisions of this section shall  not apply to any cause of action comm enced before Jan. 1,

1984; and any such action shall  be concluded in accordance with state law as it was constituted before that date.

1992,  389.

11-9-107. Service of process by sheriff or constable.  W hen any process has not been returned

by a constable within ten (10) working days after issuance by the clerk of the justice court, the clerk shall direct

the sheriff of his county and his deputies to execute any such pro cess o f the  justice co urt; and  the  she riff an d h is

deputies sha ll execute any process so directed to him by any clerk of the justice court. 1981, 471; 1982, 423; 1995,

464.

Cro ss references--  

Payment to chance ry clerk of fees collected for serving process or writ  issued in different county,  §9-11-

20 .  

11-9-109. Person appointed to execute process.  In case s of em ergen cy, an d w here  a co nstab le

or sheriff or deputy sheriff cannot be had in time, the clerk of the justice court may appoint some reputable person

to execute  any p rocess , the  clerk to  be  liable on his bo nd for all dam age w hich m ay result to a party to the cause

or other person from his appointment of an insolvent or incompetent person. 1981, 471; 1982, 423.

Cro ss references--

Payment to chancery clerk of fees collected for serving process or writ issued in different county, §9-11-

20. 

CHAPTER 13.  INJUNCTIONS

11-13-9.  Bond not required of state, county, municipality.  Neither the sta te, nor any  coun ty

or municipality, nor any state officer of the state suing out an injunction in his official character, shall be required

to give bond to obtain an injunction.  1908, 158.

Cro ss references--

Injunctions, see Miss.  Rule Civil  Proc. 65.

11-13-11 through 11-13-19.  Collection of taxes under injunctions; restraint of,  1942, 1340;

Bond to enjoin,  1942, 1341; 1991, 573; Proceedings on, 1942 , 1342 ; 1991 , 573; Partial dissolution on;
general powers, 1942 , 1343 ; 1991 , 573; Restoration of personal property ,  1942, 1344;1991, 573.

CHAPTER 27.  EMINENT DOMAIN

11-27-1 through 11-27-91.  Matters of eminent domain, generally.

CHAPTER 35.  GARNISHMENT

11-35-11.  Garnishment upon judgments against public officer or employee; service of
writs.   Services of writs of garnishment upon judgments against any officer or employee of the  state , a county,

a m un icipality, any  state  institu tion , board , com m ission o r au tho rity sh all be ef fec ted  as fo llow s: 

(1) Ag ainst an  em ployee of a state department, agency, board, commission, institution or other



au tho rity (see  code).  

(2) In case of a garnishment against any person who  is now or may hereafter be a salaried officer or

employee of a county, the writ shall be served upon  the  clerk o f the  chancery cou rt of the co un ty, excep t that in

case of garnishment upon a judgment against such clerk the writ  shall be served upon the sheriff of the county.

(3) In case of a garnishment against any person who is now or may hereafter be a salaried officer or

employee of a county school district or a municipal separate school district,  the writ  shall be served upon the

superintendent of the respective school district,  except in the event the garnishment be against such superintendent

the  writ sha ll be  serv ed  upon  the  preside nt o f the  board  of edu cation  or the board o f trus tees .  

(4) In case of a garnishment against an officer or employee of a municipality, the writ shall be served

upon the city, town or village clerk.  1973, 422.

Cross reference–

As to limitation of amount of garnishment, see §85-3-4.

CHAPTER 45.  SUITS BY AND AGAINST THE STATE
OR ITS POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS

11-45-1 through 11-45-13.  When the state may be sued.   And legal provisions in connection

therewith.  1942, §§4387-4394.

11-45-15.  County to have like remedies.   1978, 509.

11-45-17.  County may sue and be sued.  Any county may sue and be sue d by its n am e, an d su its

against the county shall  be instituted in any court having jurisdiction of the amount sit ting at the county site; but

su it shall  not be b roug ht by  the county  witho ut the au thority of the  boa rd of superv isors, exce pt as otherw ise

provided by law.  1942, 2955.

CHAPTER 46.  IMMUNITY OF STATE AND POLITICAL
SUBDIVISIONS FROM LIABILITY AND SUIT FOR

TORTS AND TORTS OF EMPLOYEES

11-46-1 through 11-46-21.  Definitions; Declaration of legislative intent; waiver of
immunity; exclusiveness of remedy; exemptions; limitations of liability; tort claims fund;
liability insurance; etc.  1985, 474; 1992, 491; 1987, 483; 1988, 479; 1993, 476; 1994, 334; 1995, 568; 1996,

377, 538; 1997, 512; 1998, 496; 1999, 469, 518; 2000, 315; 2002, 380.

CHAPTER 47. LIS PENDENS

11-47-1. Record to be kept by chancery clerk.  Th e cle rk o f the  chancery cou rt shall keep in  his

office, as a public record, a suitable book, to be called the "Lis Pendens Record."  1942, 754.

11-47-3. Notice of suit affecting real estate recorded.   When any person shall begin a suit  in any

court,  whether by declaration or bill,  or by cross-comp laint, to enforce a lien upon, right to, or interest in, any real

estate, unless the claim be fou nd ed  upon  an  instru m ent which is re corded, o r up on  a judg m ent du ly enrolled, in

the county  in which the real estate is situated, such p erson  shall file with the c lerk of the ch ancery court of each

coun ty where the real estate,  or any part thereo f, is situated, a notice containing the names of all  the parties to the

suit , a description of the real estate,  and a brief statement of the nature of the lien, right, or interest sought to be

enforced.  The clerk sh all imm ediately file and reco rd the notice in the lis pendens record, and note  on  it, and  in

the record, the hour and day of filing and recording.  1942, 755.



Cro ss references--

As to lien o f labore rs, m ater ialm en , architects, eng ineers, e tc. see §§8 5-7 -13 1, et seq.

As to filing lis pendens notice in eminent domain proceedings, see §11-27-7.

As to filing of evidence of claim by laborers, materialmen, or architects,  see §85-7-197.

CHAPTER 51.  APPEALS

11-51-75.  Appeal to circuit court from board of supervisors.  Any person aggrieved by a judg-

ment or decision of the board of supervisors,  or municipal authorities of a city, tow n, o r village , may  appeal w ithin

10 days from the date of adjournment at which session the board of supervisors or mun icipal authorities rendered

such judgm ent or decision, and m ay em bod y the facts, judgm ent and decision  in a  bill of excep tions w hich sh all

be signed by the person acting as president of the board of supervisors or of the municipal autho rities.  The clerk

thereo f shall transm it the b ill of excep tions to the c ircuit court at on ce, and  the court sha ll eithe r in te rm  time or

in vacation hear and determine the same on the case as presented by the  bill of exceptions  as an app ellate  court,

and sha ll affirm or reverse the judgment.  If the judgment be reversed, the circuit  court shall  render such judgment

as the board or municipal authorities ought to have rendered and certify the same to the board of supervisors or

mun icipal au tho rities.  C osts shall be  aw arded  as in  other cases.  The board of supervisors or municipal authorities

may  employ counsel to defend such appeals to be paid out of the county or municipal treasury.  Any such appeal

may  be heard  and determined in vacation in the discretion of the court on motion of either party and written notice

for ten (10) days to the other party or parties or the attorney of record and the hearing of same shall  be held in the

coun ty w here the su it is pend ing  un less  the  judge  in h is orde r shall o therw ise d irec t.

Provided, how ever, that no appeal to the circuit court shall be taken from any order of the board of

supervisors  or m unicipal authorities which au thorizes the issuance or sale of bo nds, but  all  objections to any

matters relating to the issuance and sale of bonds shall  be ad jud icate d and  de term ined by the ch ancery cou rt, in

accordance with the prov ision s of  sec tion  31 -13 -5 to  31-13-11, both inclusive, of the Mississippi Code of 1972.

And  all rights of the parties shall be preserved and  not foreclosed , for the hea ring be fore the chancery court,  or the

chancellor in vacation.  Provided, further,  nothing in this section shall  affect pending lit igation. 1962, 240.

11-51-77.  Appeal from assessment of taxes--attorney general, district attorney, county
attorney may appeal.  Any pe rson aggriev ed b y a decision o f the board o f supe rvisors . ..  as to the assessment

of taxes, may, within ten days after the adjournment of the meeting at w hich su ch  decision is  made, appeal to the

circuit cou rt. ...  If the m atter be decided in favor of the person who appealed, judgment in his favor shall be

certified to the board of supervisors . ..  which shall  conform thereto, and shall  pay the costs. . ..  1918, 120.

Cro ss references--

As to appeals by state tax comm ission, see §27-3-33.

As to appeal from order of state tax comm ission in sales tax proceedings, see §§27-65-47, 27-65-49.

As to appeal from order of board of supervisors approving assessment for former years, see §27-35-157.

As to appeals of equalizations as final assessments of real and personal property, see §21-33-39.

11-51-79 through 11-51-85 - Appeals from county court; appeals to county court; appeals
from unlawful entry; appeals from justice of the peace.  1966, 348; 1926, 131; Hemingway's 1942,

§1197; 1912, 203; 1973, 474; 1981, 471; 1982, 423; 2001, 423.

11-51-101.  State, county, municipality, and other public officers may appeal without
bond; prepayment of costs in lower court; costs of record of trial court.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(1) The state,  and any county, tow n o r village  thereo f, and the officia ls representing (them), who  is

a party to  any suit  or action in his official character, in which suit  or action the state,  county, city, town, or village

is beneficially interested . ..  shall be entitled to appeal from  a judg m ent, decree, decision, or order of any court or

judge, from w hich an appeal m ay b e taken , withou t prepaym ent of co sts in the low er cou rt, provided , how ever,

that the  cost of  the  preparation o f the  record  of the p roceedings  in the  trial co urt sha ll be prepaid.  In any such case,

if a su persed eas is allo wed  and desire d, a  bond  for sup erse deas sha ll no t be  required. 



(2) Any  person w ho  is a party  to a  suit o r ac tion  in his individual capacity which suit  arises from

alleg edly tortious action s an d eeds com m itted by h im d uring  the time  he w as a m em ber, trustee, directo r,

superintend en t, official or employee, as the case may be, of the M ississippi Penitentiary Board, the State

Pen itentiary or the sta te insan e hospita ls an d w hich a lleged ly tortious acts and deeds were comm itted by the person

in the performance of his duties or employment, shall be entitled to appeal fro m  a judgment,  decree, decision or

order of any court or judge, from w hich an appeal may be  taken , without p repaym ent of cos ts in the lower cou rt,

including the  costs o f the  preparation o f the  record  of the p roceedings  in the  trial co urt.  In suc h cases, if a

supersedeas sha ll no t be  required.  T he  pro visio n o f this sec tion  sha ll no t apply to  any such judgment, decree,

decision or order in favor of the State of Mississippi.  1990, 454.

CHAPTER 53.  COSTS

11-53-65.  Bill of costs made and filed.   When a cause shall  be determined, the clerk of the  court,

and the justice of the peace in cases before him, shall tax the costs  of the case and m ake  out a b ill therefor,

specifying therein  each section of the law, and each paragraph or subdivision of section, if any, by virtue of which

each fee  or item  of cos ts the rein  is charged  or taxed, and  he  sha ll file the  sam e w ith the papers in  the  cau se.  1942,

1596.

Cro ss references--

As to preparation by clerk of supreme court of fee-bill of fees adjudged against state,  see §25-7-7.

As to duty  of c ircu it court c lerk  to deliver to  clerk of the board of supervisors certified list of allowances

   made by court,  payable out of county treasury, see §9-7-129.

As to duty  of district attorney to pass on all accounts of public nature before they are allowed  by  circuit

   court,  see §25-31-15.

As to duty of justice of the peace to give itemized receipt to any person paying costs or fees, see §9-11-21.

As to admissibili ty of copies from taxed bill  of costs, see §13-1-93.

TITLE 13.  EVIDENCE, PROCESS AND JURIES

CHAPTER 1.  EVIDENCE

13-1-77. State custodian of books authorized to certify copies; admissibility of copies.

A ll public  officers in  this state having the charge or custody of any pub lic books, reco rds, pap ers, or w ritings , are

authorized to certify copies of the same.  1991, 573.

Cro ss references--

Adm issibili ty of bank's copy of customer's financial records, see §13-1-245.

Rule providing for the authentication of official documents, see Miss.  Rule of Civil Proc. 44.

Authen ticatio n and  identification o f ev idence genera lly, see R ules 90 1-9 03 , M iss. R ules of  Ev idence. 

Eviden ce of con tents of writings, recording s, and photograph s generally, see Ru les 1001 -1008 , Miss.

Rules of Evidence.

CHAPTER 3.  PROCESS, NOTICE AND PUBLICATION

13-3-31.  Publication--in what newspaper.  Wh enev er it is required by law  that any sum m ons,

orde r, citation, advertisement or other legal no tice sha ll be  publish ed  in a newspaper in this state,  it  shall mean,

in addition to any other requirements imposed by  law , pu blication in some newspaper which:  (A lengthy and

detailed list  and explanation of requirements is included in the code).   1976, 479; 1984, 400.



13-3-111.  Time when executions shall be issued.   The clerks of all  courts of law or equity, after

the adjournment of the court for the term shall , at the request and cost of the owner of the judgment or decree or

his  attorney, issue execution of all judgm ents and decrees rendered therein, and place the same in the hands of the

sheriff of the county.  The sheriff shall  effectuate any execution on a judgment.  If requested by such owner, they

shall issue executions directed to the sheriff of any other county, and shall deliver the same  to the ow ner or h is

attorney.  1990, 408.

CHAPTER 5.  JURIES

13-5-2.  Public policy stated.  It is the  po licy  of th is state  tha t all persons selected for jury service

be selected at random from a fa ir cross se ction o f the  popu lation  of the area  serv ed  by  the  court, and  tha t all

qualified citizens  have  the  oppo rtun ity in  acc ord ance  with th is chap ter to  be  considered  for ju ry serv ice in  this s tate

and an obligation to serve as jurors when sum mon ed for that purpose.  A citizen shall no t be exclude d from  jury

service in this state on account of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, or economic status.   1974, 378.

13-5-6.  Jury commission--number, appointment, terms, qualifications, and compensa-
tion of members.  

(1) A jury  com m ission sh all be es tab lished in  eac h cou nty  to manage the jury selection process under

the sup erv ision  and con trol o f the  court.   The jury comm ission shall  be composed of three mem bers who w ill  serve

for a four-y ear term  beginning on Ja nu ary  1, 197 5.  O ne  m em ber shall be appointed by the circuit  judge, one

mem ber shall  be appointed by the chancery judge, and one mem ber shall be app ointed  by the  boa rd of supervisors.

If there is m ore  than one  chancery o r circuit judge in a judicial district , then the senior circuit or chancery judge,

as the case may be, shall m ake  the said appo intment for each co unty  in his district.  Any  une xpired  term shall  be

filled by the ap propriate appo inting authority who  is in office at the tim e the vacan cy occ urs.

(2) A jury  com m issioner shall have the fo llow ing  qualifica tions: 

(a) He sh all be a d uly  qualified  elec tor a t the  time of his  appo intm ent; 

(b) He shall  be a resident citizen of the county in which he is to serve; and

(c) He sh all not be an  attorney o r an  elec ted  public  offic ial.

(3) Each jury comm issioner shall receive comp ensation at a per diem rate as provided in Section 25-

3-69.  1974, 378; 1989, 395.

13-5-8.  Master list to be compiled and maintained.   In April of each year the jury comm ission

shall compile and maintain a master list  consisting of the voter registration lists of the county.  The circuit clerk

and the registrar of voters shall have the duty to certify to the comm ission during the month of January of each

year the voter registration list  for the county.  1974, 378.

13-5-10.  Jury wheel--selection and deposit of names or identifying numbers of
prospective jurors--number required--refilling.  The jury comm ission for each county shall  maintain a

jury wheel into which the comm ission shall  place the names or identifying num bers of prospective jurors taken

from the master list.   If the total number of prospective jurors on the master list is one thousan d (1,000 ) or less,

the names or identify ing  num bers of all of them  sha ll be  placed in  the  jury  wheel.  In  all other cases, the number

of prospective jurors to be placed in the jury wheel shall be one thousand (1,000) plus not less than one percent

(1%) of the total number of names on the master l ist.   From time to time a larger or additional number may be

determined by the  jury co m m ission or o rdered  by the  cou rt to be placed in the  jury w hee l.  In April of each y ear,

beginning in 1976, the wheel shall be emptied and refil led as prescribed in this chapter. 1974, 378.

13-5-14.  List of names placed in jury wheel to be delivered to senior circuit judge--
minute entry.  At any time  the jury com m ission places nam es in the jury wh eel, the jury com m ission shall also

deliver to the senior circuit judge a list of all nam es placed on o r in the jury w heel, an d sa id c ircu it judge  sha ll

spread upon the minutes of the circuit  court all  of the names so placed in the jury wheel. 1974, 378.



13-5-16.  Random drawing of names or identifying numbers of prospective jurors;
alphabetical list; prohibition against disclosure of names drawn; use of computer or electronic
device for random selection.  

(1) Except as otherwise provided by subsection (2) of this section, from time to time and in a man ner

prescribed by the court, a private c i tizen who does not have  an  interest in  a ca se p ending tria l and w ho  is no t a

practicing attorney publicly shall draw at random from the jury wheel the nam es or identifying n um bers  of as many

prospective jurors as the court by order requires.  The clerk shall prepare an alphabetical list  of the names drawn.

Neither the names drawn nor the list shall  be disclosed to any person other than pursuant to this chapter or spe cific

ord er o f the  court.

(2) The cou rt may order that the drawing of names or identifying numbers pursuant to subsection (1)

of this section m ay be performed by  random selection of a comp uter or electronic device pursuant to such rules

and regulations as may be prescribed by the court.   1986, 312.

13-5-21.  Jury list in counties with two circuit court districts.  In cou nties w here there  are  two

(2) circuit  court districts, the jury comm ission shall  make a list  of jurors for each district in the mann er directed

for a county, and the same shall be treated in all respects as for an entire county.  In such counties a juror shall not

be required to serve out of his district , except should the court,  in i ts discretion, otherwise direct,  and except when

drawn on a special venire.  In either of such excepted cases, the jury shall  be drawn from the two (2) jury boxes

if the court so direct,  one (1) name for each alternately.  1974, 378.

13-5-23.  Exemptions; length of service of tales and grand jurors.  All qualified   persons  sha ll

be liable to serve as jurors, unless excused  by the co urt for one (1) of the following  causes:

(a) W hen the juror is ill,  or when  on account of serious il lness in the juror's family, the presence of

the juror is required at hom e,

(b) W hen the juror's  attendance w ould  cause a seriou s financ ial loss to the juror o r to th e ju ror's

business, or

(c) W hen the juror  is  under an emergency, fairly equivalent to those mentioned in the foregoing

clauses (a) and  (b).

An excuse of il lness under clause (a) may be made to the clerk of court outside of open court by providing

the clerk with either a certificate of a licensed physician or an affidavit of the juror, stating that the juror is il l or

that there is a  serio us  illness in th e juror's  fam ily.  The test of an excuse under clause (b) shall be whether,  if  the

juror were  incapacitated by il lness or  otherw ise fo r a w eek, so m e o ther pe rsons  wou ld be av ailab le or could

reasonab ly be procu red to carry on the  business for the w eek, and  the test of an excuse und er c lause (c ) shall be

such as to  be  the  fair equ iva len t, under the  circum stance s of that prescribed under clause (b).  In cases under

clauses (b) and (c) the excuse must be made by the juror,  in open court under oath.

It shall  be unlawful for any em ployer or o ther pe rson to  persuade or attem pt to  persuade an y ju ror to  avoid

jury service, or to intimidate or to th rea ten  any ju ror in  tha t resp ect.  So  to do sh all be deem ed  an  interfere nce w ith

the administration of justice and a contempt of court and punishable as such.

But a tales juror,  save when drawn and retained for the week, shall not be compelled to serve two (2) days

success ive ly unless the case in which the juror is impaneled continues longer than one (1) d ay .  Grand ju rors  sha ll

serve until discharged by the court.   1990, 360.

13-5-25.  Who is exempt as a personal privilege.   Every person over 65 years of age, and

everyone who has served on the regular panel as a juror in the actu al trial o f on e or m ore  litigated case s w ithin  two

years, shall  be exempt from jury service if he claims the privilege; but the latter class shall serve as talesmen, and

on special venire,  and on the regular panel, if there be a deficiency of jurors.  No qualified juror shall be excluded

becau se of any such reasons, but the same shall  be a personal privilege to be claimed by any person selected for

jury duty.  Any citizen over sixty-five (65) years of age m ay claim  this personal privilege ou tside of op en co urt

by  pro vid ing  the  clerk o f court w ith inform ation that allo ws the  clerk to  de term ine  the  va lidity  of the cla im .

Provided, however, that no person who  has served on the regular panel as a juror in the actual trial of one

or more lit igated cases in one (1) court may claim the exemption in any othe r co urt where he m ay  be  called to

serve.  1990, 360.



13-5-26.  Jury box--deposit of names drawn from jury wheel--drawing and assignment
of jurors.   1974, 378; 1986, 312.

13-5-28.  Summoning of person drawn for jury duty.   1974, 378.

13-5-30.  Summoning of jurors where there is shortage of petit jurors drawn from jury
box.   1974, 378.

13-5-32.  Names of jurors drawn from jury box to be made public; exception.  1974, 378.

13-5-34.  Punishment for failure to appear or to complete jury service.   A person summo ned

for jury duty  w ho  fails to  appear or to comp lete jury service as directed shall be ordered by the court to appear

forthw ith and sh ow  cau se fo r his  failu re to  com ply  with the su m m on s.  If such  good  cau se is  no t sho wn, he is

gu ilty of criminal contempt and upon conviction may be fined not more than $100.00 or imprisoned not more than

three days, or both.  1974, 378.

13-5-36.  Preservation of records and papers in connection with selection and service of
jurors.  All records and papers compiled and m ain tained  by  the  jury  com m ission o r the  clerk in  conn ection  with

selection and service of jurors shall be preserved by the clerk for four (4) years a fter the jury w heel used  in their

selection is emptied and refil led, and for any longer period ordered by the court.  1974, 368.

13-5-38.  Payment of cost of implementation of law.   In counties where the implementation of

the new jury law (being Sections 13-5-2 through 13-5-16, 13-5 -21, 13-5-26 through 13-5-38, and 13-5-41) requires

additional clerical or othe r personne l, the b oard  of supervisors, in its discretion, may pay for such services out of

the general county fund.  1974, 378.

13-5-41.  Number of grand jurors.   The number of grand jurors shall not be less than 15 nor m ore

than 20, in the discretion of the court.   1974, 378.

13-5-53.  Adjournment of a grand jury to a day; pay in such cases.  Th e co urt o r jud ge , in

the ir disc retio n, m ay  ad jou rn th e grand ju ry to  a su bsequent day  in term  time or vacation , and the jurors  sha ll

receive pay only for the number of days they shall  be actually engaged in the performance of their duties.  1983,

499.

13-5-55.  Grand jury to inspect jail; sheriff punishable.  Each  grand jury  which is  impaneled,

shall make a personal inspection of the county jail,  its condition, sufficiency for the safekeeping of prisoners,  and

the ir accommodation and health, and m ake repo rts the reof to the  court.  F or any  vio lation  of n eg lect o f du ty as to

the jail, the sheriff may  be punished as for a misdemeanor, or may  be fined as for a contempt, such not to exceed

$50.00.  1983, 499.

Cro ss references--

As to examination of jail by board of supervisors, see §19-5-1.

As to furnishing of medical and surgical aid to prisoners, see §47-1-57.

As to duty of sheriff to furnish prisoners proper necessities, see §19-25-71.

13-5-57.  Grand jury may examine all county offices.   The grand jury sh all have free access  at

all proper hours to the papers, records, accounts and books of all county o fficers, for a ll exam ina tions w hich, in

its discretion, it  may see fit  to make, and may make report to the court in relation thereto.  1942, 1788.

13-5-59.  Grand jury to examine tax collector's books.  It shall  be the du ty of eac h grand ju ry

which is im pane led  to exam ine  the  tax  co llecto r's bo ok s an d h is reports and settlements, and make report thereon.



1983, 499.

Cro ss references--

As to duty of clerk of boa rd of su perv isors to exam ine acc oun ts, dockets and  record s of county  officers

    and to report to grand jury, see §19-17-17.

As to monthly report of county tax collector of all taxes collected by him during previous mon th, see 

    §27-29-11.

As to report and settlement of county tax collector at end of fiscal year,  see §27-29-13.

13-5-97.  Certain jury records exempt from public access requirements.   Records in the

possession of a public body, as defined by paragraph (a) of Section 25-61-3, which are developed among juries

concerning judicial decisions, shall be exempt from the provisions of the M ississippi Public Records Act of 1983.

1983, 424.

 CHAPTER 7.  STATE GRAND JURY ACT
[Repealed Effective July 1, 2005]

13-7-5.  State grand jury system established; number of jurors; meeting location; quorum.

There is established a state grand jury system.  Each state grand jury shall consist of twenty (20) persons who m ay

be impaneled and who m ay meet at any suitable location within the state as designated by the impan eling judge.

Fifteen (15) mem bers of a state grand jury constitute a quorum.  1993, 553; 1998, 382; 1999, 480; 2002, 471.

13-7-7.  Jurisdiction of state grand jury; petition to impanel state grand jury; impaneling
state grand jury; powers and duties of impaneling judge.  

(1)  The jurisdiction of a state grand jury impaneled under this chapter extends throughout the state.   The

subject matter jurisdiction of a state grand jury in all cases is limited to offenses involving any and all conduct

made unlawful by the Mississippi Uniform C ontrolled Substances Law or any other provision of law involving

narcotics, dangerous drugs or controlled substances, or any crime arising out of or in connection with a crim e

involving narcotics, dangerous drugs or controlled substances, and crimes involving any attempt, aiding, abetting,

solicitation or conspiracy to com m it any o f the  afo rem entioned  crim es if  the crimes occur within more than one

circuit court district or h ave transpired o r are  transpiring  or h ave sig nificance  in m ore  than one  circuit court district

of this state.

(2) W henever the Attorney General considers it necessary, and normal investigative or prosecutorial

procedures are not adequate, the Attorney General may petit ion in writing to the senior circuit  court judge of any

circuit court d istrict in  this state for an order impaneling a state grand jury.  For the purposes of this chapter, such

judge shall  be referred to as the impaneling judge.  The petit ion must allege the following:

(a) The type of offenses to be inquired into;

(b) Tha t the state grand  jury has jurisdiction to consider such m atters;

(c) That the offenses to be inquired  into  have  occurred  within  m ore  than one  circuit

cou rt district or have transpired or are transpiring or have significance in more than

one circuit court district of this state;

(d) That the Attorney Genera l has co nfe rred  with the C om m issioner of P ub lic Safe ty

and the Director of the M ississippi Bureau of Narcotics and that each of such

officials join in the petition; and

(e) That the  Attorney  Genera l has co nfe rred  with the ap pro pria te district attorney for

each jurisdiction in which the crime or crimes are alleged to have occurred.

(3) The impaneling judge, after due consideration of the petition, may order the im pan elm ent of a

state  grand jury in accordance with the petition for a term of twelve (12) calendar months.  Upon petition by the

Attorney Genera l, the im pane ling  judge , by  ord er, m ay  ex tend the term  of that sta te grand ju ry fo r a period o f six

(6) m on ths, b ut the term  of that sta te grand jury, including  any ex tension thereof, shall not exceed  two (2) ye ars.

(4) The impaneling judge shall preside over the state grand jury until discharge.

(5) The imp ane ling judg e m ay d ischarg e a state grand ju ry prior to the end of its original term or any

extensions thereof,  upon a determination that its business has been completed, or upon the request of the Attorney



Genera l.

(6) If, at any time within the original term of any state grand jury or any extension thereof,  the

impaneling judge determines that the state  grand  jury  is no t cond uc ting  investigative ac tivity  within  its jurisdiction

or pro per inv estigative ac tivity , the  impane ling  judge may limit the investigations so that the investigation

co nfo rm s with the jurisdiction of the state  grand  jury  and existin g law or h e m ay  disc harge  the  state  grand jury.

An order issued pu rsuan t to this subsection or und er subsection (5) of this section shall not becom e effective less

than ten  (10 ) days  after the  da te on w hich it is issued and  actu al notice g iven to  the  Attorney General and the

foreman of the state grand  jury, and may be appealed by the Attorney General to the Supreme Court.  If an appeal

from  the ord er is m ade, the sta te grand jury, except as otherw ise o rde red  by  the  Su prem e C ou rt, sha ll continue  to

exercise its powers pending disposition of the appeal.   1993, 553; 1998, 382; 1999, 480; 2002, 471.

Cro ss references--

Use of procedures specified in this section to amend petit ion and order, see §13-1-23.

M ississ ipp i Unifo rm  Con trolled S ub stan ces Law , see  §§41 -29 -10 1, et seq.

13-7-9 through 13-7-49.   These  statutes address procedural and administrative regulations regarding

grand juries.  1993, 553; 1995, 327; 1998, 382; 1999, 480; 2002, 471.

TITLE 15.  LIMITATIONS OF ACTIONS AND PREVENTION OF FRAUDS

CHAPTER 1.  LIMITATIONS OF ACTIONS

15-1-51.  Limitations of suits by and against the state, counties and municipal
corporations.  Sta tutes an d lim itation  in c ivil ca ses  sha ll not run against the state,  or any subdivision or mun icipal

corporation thereof, except that any judgm ent or decree rendered in favor of the state, or any subdivision or

mun icipal corporation thereof, shall not be a lien on the property of the defendant therein for a longer prior than

seven (7) years from the date of filing notice of the  lien , un less  an  actio n is  brought before the expiration of such

time or unless the state or such subdivision or municipal corporation refiles notice of the lien.  There shall be no

limit upon the number of times that the state, or any subdivision or mun icipal corporation thereof, may refile such

notices of l ien.

The statutes of limitation shall run in favor of the state, the counties, and mu nicipal corporations beginning

at the time w hen the plaintiff first had the right to demand payment of the officer or boa rd authorized to allow or

disallow the  claim  sue d upo n.  The provisions of this section shall apply to all pending and subsequently filed

notices of l iens.  1991, 503.

Cro ss references--

As to suits by and against the county, see §11-45-17.

Imm unity of state and its political subdivisions from liability and suit for torts and torts of emp loyees,

    see  §11-4 6-1 , et seq.

15-1-57.  Statute of limitations not to run when person prohibited to sue.   When any person

shall be prohibited by law, or restrained or enjoined by the order,  decree, or process of any court in this state from

comm encing or prosecuting any action or remedy, the time during which such person shall  be so prohibited,

enjoined or restrained, shall  not be computed as any part of the period of time limited by this ch apter (C hap ter 1

of Title 15) for the comm encement of such action.  1942, 737.

CHAPTER 3.  PREVENTION OF FRAUDS

15-3-13.  Chapter is not applicable to official sales.  Noth ing  in th is ch ap ter sh all ap ply  to

official sales by sheriffs, constables, executors, adm inistrators, guardians, receivers, comm issioners, trustees in

bankruptcy, or any public officer.  1908, 100.



Cro ss references--

As to sales  under decrees o f chancery cou rts, see §§1 1-5 -93 , et seq.

As to sales  under execution, se e §§1 3-3 -16 1, et seq.

TITLE 17.  LOCAL GOVERNMENT--PROVISIONS COMMON TO
COUNTIES AND MUNICIPALITIES

CHAPTER 1.  ZONING AND PLANNING

17-1-3.  General powers--supervisors shall regulate zoning and planning.   Except as

pro vided ... in Section 57-36-1, for the purpose of promoting health, safety, morals, or the general welfare of the

com m un ity ... the board of supervisors .. . may  regula te zo ning and  plann ing  ... may  create p laygro un ds  and pub lic

parks, and for these purposes, each of the boards shall possess the power of eminent domain and the  righ t to ap ply

pu blic  money thereto, and may issue bonds therefor as otherwise permitted by law.  1960, 402; 1994, 647; 1998,

553.

Cro ss references--

As to conditions when local regulations govern, see §17-1-21.

As to county acting with municipalities located within it , see §17-1-5.

As to authority and powers of regional planning comm ission, see §17-1-35.

As to a ssociatio n o f local co m m un ities and  coun ties to  solv e co m m on  pro blem s, see §§1 7-1 1-1 , et seq.

As to eminent domain by municipalit ies, see §21-37-47.

As to board of supervisors'  approval before recording any subdivision plat, see §17-1-23.

As to cou nties issu ing  bond s ge nerally , see  §§19 -9-1 , et seq.

As to m un icipalities  issu ing  bond s ge nerally , see  §§21 -33 -30 1, et seq.

17-1-11.  Official plan; local planning commission.

(1) (a) The governing authority of each municipal ity  and county may provide for the preparation,

adoption, amendm ent, extension and c arrying out of a comprehensive plan for the purpose of bringing about

coordinated physical development in accordance with present and future needs and may create,  independently or

jointly, a local planning comm ission with authority to prepare and propose (a) a comprehensive plan of physical

development of the municipality or county; (b) a proposed zoning ordinance and map; (c) regulations governing

subdivisions of land ; (d) b uild ing  or set back lines on  stree ts, roa ds  and h ighways; an d (e ) recom m enda tions to

the governin g authorities of  eac h m un icipality o r coun ty w ith regard  to the enforcement of and amendments to the

comprehensive plan, zoning ordinance, subdivision regulations and capital improvements program. The governing

au tho rity of each m un icipality a nd  coun ty m ay , in its discretion, pay to each member of a planning comm ission

a per diem in an amount as determined by such governing authority for each day, or portion thereof,  spent in the

performance  of his duties; however,  no member of a planning comm ission may be paid m ore than One H undred

Twenty ($120.00) in the aggregate per month.

      (b) The definition of "comprehensive plan" set forth in paragraph (c) of Section 17-1-1 shall not be

construed to affect, or to require the am end m ent of,  any plan adopted by a county or municipality prior to July 1,

1988, which plan does not specifically conform to the m inim um  elem ents of a comprehensive plan required in such

definition.

(2) The governing authority of each municipality and county may adopt,  amend and enforce the

com prehensive plan, zoning ordinance, subdivision regulations and capital improvements program as

recomm ended by the local planning comm ission after a public hearing thereon as provided by Section 17-1-15.

(3) In the performance of i ts duties,  the local planning commission may cooperate with, contract with,

or accept funds from  federal, state or local agencies or private individuals or corporations and may expend such



funds an d carry ou t such coo perative und ertakings and  contracts.

(4) Any  comprehensive plan established under this section shall not contain any provision which

conflic ts with Article VII of the Chickasaw Trail  Economic Development compact described in Section 57-36-1.

1990, 331; 1998, 489, 553.

17-1-29.  Regional planning commission--supervisors may appropriate moneys.  Any two

or more counties and mu nicipalities are authorized and empow ered to create and establish a regional planning

comm ission . ..  and to appropriate moneys from their respective public funds for the purposes of carrying out the

duties of such commission, etc.   1964, 501.

17-1-37.  Tax levies--expenditures.  

(1) The governing authorities of each m un icipality  and county may set aside, appropriate and expend

mon eys from the general fund to finance the provisions of Sections 17-1-1 through 17-1-27, inclusive.

(2) The governin g authorities of  eac h m un icipality  and county may set aside, appropriate and expend

moneys from the general fund to finance the provisions of Section 17-1-31 through 17-1-35, inclusive.  1986, 400.

CHAPTER 3.  PROMOTION OF TRADE, CONVENTIONS AND TOURISM

17-3-1.  Counties and municipalities may advertise resources.   The board of supervisors of

any coun ty in M ississippi and the board of aldermen of any municipality thereof,  may appropriate and expend

mon eys, not to exceed one mill  of their respective valuation and assessment,  for the purpose of advertising and

bringing into favorable notice the opportunities and resources of such municipality or county.  1926, 267.

Cro ss references--

As to expenditures for advertising resources of counties in levee districts,  see §19-9-103.

As to jurisdiction and general powers of boards of supervisors,  see §19-3-41.

17-3-3.  Advertising, kind included.  Adv ertisin g pursuant to  Section 17-3-1 shall  include

newspaper and magazine advertising and li terature, publicity,  expositions, public entertainment or other form of

advertising or publicity,  which in the judgment of such board of boards will  be helpful toward advancing the

moral, financial and other interests of such .. . county.  1926, 267.

17-3-5.  Boards may cooperate with statewide movement.  In the expenditure of funds as

provided in Sec tion 17 -3-1 the  said bo ard or b oards  m ay  coop era te w ith any  statewide  m ov em ent, etc.  1926, 267.

17-3-7.  Counties authorized to make appropriations in aid of fairs.  Not exceeding $2,500.00

annually, to aid in payment of premiums, etc. , for fairs held and operated in the county.  1926, 270.

17-3-9 through 17-3-19.  Convention centers--acquisition of land--issuance of bonds--
receipt and disbursement of funds.   Applicable, by description, to Hancock, Harrison, Jackson , Laud erdale

and, apparently, Hinds and Panola counties.   1970, 464.

17-3-21 through 17-3-31.  Convention bureaus--authorization to establish--boards--bonds
of members meetings--powers--special tax levy.  Applicable only to Hancock, Harrison and Jackson

counties.  1974, 493.

CHAPTER 5.  JAILS, WATERWORKS AND OTHER IMPROVEMENTS

17-5-1.  Joint construction, maintenance and use of jail.   The board of supervisors of any

county, and the governing authorities of the largest municipality within any such county may enter into a contract

for the joint construction, maintenance and equipping of a jail in such municipality, or within one mile of the

corporate limits thereof,  any may issue bonds of both the county and such municipality .. . for such purposes,



provided that in no event shall  the municipality bear over 50% of the cost thereof,  etc.  1974, 350.

17-5-3 through 17-5-11.  Certain counties and municipalities therein, authorized to
construct waterworks and sewage disposal systems--bonds authorized.  This section applies to Forrest

County (by description) and to the municipalit ies within it . 1942, 195; 1994, 537.

17-5-13.  Power of county or municipality to apply for, receive and expend funds from
federal government for railroad crossing improvements.   The board of supe rvisors of any county and

the governing authority of any municipality shall have the power and authority to apply for,  receive and expend

grants, loans or other funds from the federal government or any department or agency thereof for use in connection

with the relocation or grade separation or railroad lines to eliminate grade level railroad crossings.  1979, 494.

17-5-15  Power of county or municipality to lend or lease equipment.  The governing

authorities of any county and the governing authorities of any municipality, are each authorized, in their discretion,

upon order duly adopted and entered upon their official minutes, to lend or to enter into leases with other counties

or municipalit ies for the use of county-owned or municipally owned equipment and operators of suc h equ ipm ent.

Such equipment and operators may be lent or leased for such amount and in accordance with such terms and

conditions as the governing authorities may prescribe; however, such equipment and operators may be used on ly

in the perform ance o f public projects of  a  county or municipality. The lending or lease agreements also may

include an equipment operator’s fee equal to the av erage  hou rly salary that is paid to all operators of such county-

owned  or municipally owned equipment by the county or municipality that lends or leases the equipment. Proceeds

from  the lending or leasing of such equipment shall  be deposited into the road and bridge fund of the county or

the municipal general fund, as the case may be. 1997, 331.

CHAPTER 7.  REMOVAL OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS IN EMERGENCIES

17-7-1 through 17-7-5.  Removal of sites of government in emergency resulting from
enemy attacks; exercise of governmental powers at temporary location, etc.  W henever, due to an

emergency resulting from the effects of enemy attack, e tc ... it becom es im pru dent, inexpedient o r im po ssib le to

conduct the affairs of ... cou nty  governm ents at the regu lar o r usua l place  or p lace s ... the  board  of sup erv isors ...

may  m eet at any  place w ithin or w ithout the territoria l lim its of such political subdivision on the call  of the

presiding officer or an y two m em bers o f said bo ard, ... and there  may p erform  full governm ental po wers at the new

location, etc.  1960, 187.

CHAPTER 9.  LEASE OF MINERAL LANDS OTHER THAN
SIXTEENTH SECTION OR LIEU LANDS

17-9-1 through 17-9-9.  Powers of governing authorities in leasing.   The boards of

supervisors  of each cou nty  ... are authorized  and em po wered to  lease, in the name of the county . ..  any or all  lands

or minerals owned by the county . ..  for oil , gas and mineral exploration and development, under terms by them

deemed proper and advisable.

No lease ... shall be m ade:  (a) For an o riginal bonus co nsideration of less than $1.00 per acre; (b) Fo r a

delay drilling rental of less than $1.00 per acre per annum; (c) For a primary term of more than six years and as

long thereafter as oil,  gas or other mineral is being produced from the leased premises, or as long thereafter as

lessee shall  conduct drilling, mining, producing or other operations, etc.;  (d) For royalties of less than:  (1) O n o il,

one eighth  of that produce d and  saved from the leased premises; (2) On gas, including casinghead gas or other

gaseous substances . ..  the m arket value at the  we ll of one-e ighth o f the am oun t realized from  such  sale; (3) On

sulphur m ined and  m arketed , fifty cents per long ton; (4) On all other minerals one tenth either in kind or value

at the  well or m ine  at lessee 's elec tion .  Permissible terms are provided for such leases.  The bonus consideration,

delay drilling rentals,  and royalt ies  accruing  under any lease  hereund er sh all be paid  by  the  lessee  to a  coun ty

dep ository to the credit of the  coun ty...sa id depo sitory  to be se lecte d and  design ated  in the orde r au tho rizing sa id

lease.. .and all of  said  funds so accruing shall go into the general fund of the county...This chapter does no t apply



to 16th section lands.  1946, 185.

CHAPTER 11.  GULF REGIONAL DISTRICT LAW

17-11-1 through 17-11-61.  Gulf regional district, generally.  Th is en tire ch ap ter deals w ith

the organization, maintenance and operation of the G ulf C oast Reg ional D istrict, the purpose of said district, as

an agency of the state,  being the encouragement of the voluntary association of local comm unities and political

entities of the state within the region, and for the further purpose of acting as a unified coordinating unit structured

to solve commo n area wide problems by mutual coop era tion  within  the  fram ew ork  of local governm ental co ntro l.

The region is composed of such of the counties bordering on the Gulf of Mexico or contiguous to any county

bordering on the  Gu lf of M exico  as sha ll elect to becom e m em bers.  Th e presidents of b oards of sup ervisors a re

mem bers of the governing body. . ..   An election is involved in any county becoming a member or withdrawing

as a member.  The funds for the administrative support of the district shall be apportioned equally on an annual

basis of n ot m ore  than fifty  cen ts pe r capita  of the population of each associated memb er of the district. .. .  Such

amount may be paid from the general or surplus funds of the county.  The compensation of members of the

governing body, except elective officers who are members, shall  be $22.50 per day and suc h trave l expense as  is

allowed  by  law  for s tate em ployees.  E ach cou nty  within the region associated as a member thereof may expend

its public funds for the purposes and may issue revenue bonds, notes, or other revenue obligations to carry out the

purposes of the statu te.  Sections 17 -11 -37 , et seq.,  specifically set ou t how bond s m ay  be  issued , as w ell as  de tails

concerning general obligation bonds.  1971, 517; 1986, 400.

CHAPTER 13.  INTERLOCAL COOPERATION OF GOVERNMENTAL UNITS

17-13-1 through 17-13-17.  Interlocal cooperation of governmental units; agreements,
etc.  It is the  pu rpo se o f this chapte r to perm it loca l governm ental units to  m ake the m ost effic ien t use  of their

pow ers by  enab ling  them  to coo perate  and to  contract with other local governmental units on a basis of mutual

advantage and thereby provide services and facilities in a manner pursuant to forms of governmental organizations

that will accord  best w ith geograph ic, econ om ic, population and other factors influencing the needs and

development of local comm unities.   Specifications of joint agreements are set forth which provide, among  other

things, that the manner of financ ing, staffing an d sup plying  the un dertak ing an d pro viding  a budge t therefor, sha ll

be included the re in and provided that the treasurer and /or d isbu rsing o ffice r of o ne  of the local governm ental units

shall  be designated to receive, disburse and account for all  funds of the joint undertaking.

Prior to its being in force any agreement covered by these laws shall  be filed with the chancery clerk of

each of the partic ipa ting  coun ties and  with the  sec retary o f state .  A copy  of any agreem ent m ade pu rsuant to these

laws shall  be filed with the state department of audit  for audit  purposes no later than 60 days after said agreement

shall be in force.

The governing authority of any local governmental unit entering into an agreement pursuant to this chapter

may  appropriate funds in the manner prescribed by law; and may sell , lease, grant,  or otherwise supply goods and

services to the administrative body or legal entity created to operate the joint undertaking.

A ll law s in re gard to  pu rchases, au diting, depositories an d exp enditu res in  general w hich lim it the

au tho rity o f the  agree ing  local gov ern ing  un its shall also app ly to  any jo int bod y c rea ted  by  the  agreem ent.

Any  joint administrative body created by the agreement herein mentioned shall  not have the power to levy

taxes or incur debt.  Such entity may n ot exercise any p ow er, authority or responsibility exce pt those pow ers,

authorities and responsibilities specifically delegated to such body by the terms of the agreement made pursuant

to the provisions o f this chap ter.  1974, 498; 1985, 514; 1986, 333; 1989, 354; 1992, 379; 1995, 406; 2002, 499.

17-13-7.  Joint exercise of powers and responsibilities; agreements generally.  

(1) A ny power, authority or responsibili ty exercised or capable of being exercised by a local

governmental un it of th is state  may be exercised and carried out jointly with any other local governmental unit of

this  state,  any state board, agency or comm ission and any public agency of the United States,  to the extent that the

law s of  the  United S tates  perm it such jo int exe rcise  or enjoym ent.

(2) No such power, authority and responsibili ty may be exercised under the provisions of this chapter

which will  have the effect of abolishing any office which is held by a person elected by the citizenry, withou t first



an election being called to decide the question of the abolition of any such elected office.

(3) No agreement made hereund er sh all be entered into by any local governmental unit without the

appro va l by  reso lution on the m inu tes o f the  governin g authority  of that local governm ental unit.

(4) Any  two or more local governmen tal units m ay  en ter in to w ritten  contractual ag reem ents w ith

one another fo r join t or coo perative ac tion  to p rov ide  serv ices  and facilities p ursuant to the pro visio ns  of th is

chapter.  App rop riate  actio n by o rdin ance , reso lution o r oth erw ise p ursuant to  the law controlling the participating

local governmental units or agencies shall be necessary before any such agreement shall be in force.

(5) No such power, authority and responsibility may b e exercised under the provisions of this chapter

by a local governmental unit which it would not have authority to exercise otherwise pursuant to the law

controlling the local governmental unit.   1974, 498; 1976, 421; 1979, 494; 1981, 505; 1986, 333.

CHAPTER 15.  HUMAN RESOURCE AGENCIES

17-15-1.  Creation--declaration of intent.   The boards of supervisors and the municipal governing

boards of the various  coun ties and  cities  ... may .. . create human  resource agencies which may be comprised of

one or m ore cou nties, cities , or any  com bination thereof.  " It is the  expre ss in ten tion  of th is chapter that agencies

created hereunder shall  be operated under local governmental control and shall  be responsible for administration

of prog ram s hereto fore conducted by comm unity action agencies, limited purpose agencies and related programs

authorized by federal law."  1974, 506.

17-15-3.  Governing boards .  Th ere  sha ll be a governing board for each hum an resource agency so

created , which sh all be  appo inted by the board o f supervisors  or m un icipal gov ern ing  au tho rity of the county or

city  involved.  Terms of board mem be rs sh all not exceed five years.   Membership to be broadly based and

equitably distributed between providers and consumers of human resource services.  1974, 506; 1976, 332.

17-15-5.  Powers of governing board in general--appointment of executive director.   The

pow ers of the gove rning  boa rd of every human resource agency shall include the power to adopt bylaws, to appoint

persons to senior staff positions including the appointment of an executive d irec tor, to  de term ine  m ajor pe rsonn el,

physical and program  po licy  and app rov e overall p rog ram  plans  and p riorities an d to  assure  com pliance w ith

conditions of and approve proposals for financ ial assistan ce  over th is ch ap ter.  The  executive d irec tor sha ll ho ld

office at the will  and pleasu re of the board and  his salary sh all be se t by  the  board .  Th e ex ecutive d irec tor sha ll

give bond in a penalty equal to $50,000.00, the premiums on same to be paid by the governing board from funds

provided herein for administrative expenses.  1974, 506; 1986, 458.

17-15-7.  General authority of human resource agency.   (M ay) own and dispose of property,

bo th real and  personal, and  receive  and  adm inister funds und er this chapter, fun ds  and con tribu tions from  priv ate

or local public sources which may be used in support of a human resource program, and funds under any federal

or state assistance program pursuant to which such an agency .. . could serve as grantee, contractor, or sponsor of

projects appropriate for inclusion in a human resource program.  1974, 506.

17-15-9.  Audits.   Each governing board shall prepare an annual audit repo rt of its  activities through

September 30 of each year and shall submit a copy thereof to each board of supervisors and municipal governing

au tho rity comprising the human resource agency.  In addition, the financial records of each board shall be subject

to audit by said board of supervisors . ..  and by the state auditor of public accounts.  1974, 506.

17-15-11.  Expenditure of funds--levy of tax for administrative expense.   The board of

supervisors  ...  and the mun icipal  governing au tho rity ... co m pris ing  a hum an  reso urce ag ency  m ay , in their

discretion, expend funds from the general fund or federal revenue sharing funds, to defray the administrative

expenses incurred in the operation of such human resource agency.  1974, 506; 1986, 400.

CHAPTER 17.  SOLID WASTES DISPOSAL



17-17-2. Administration and enforcement transferred to Commission on Environmental
Quality and Department of Environmental Quality.   The ad m inistra tion  and enfo rcem ent of the Solid

W astes D isposal law of 1974 (Title 17, Chapter 17, Mississippi Code of 1972) are hereby transferred from the

Sta te Board of Health to the Mississippi Comm ission on Environmental Quality and the M ississippi Department

of Environmental Quality.  All personnel, records, property, equipment and funds allocated to the Sta te Board of

Health exclusively for the administration and enforcement of the Solid Wastes Disposal law of 1974, as amended,

are hereby transferred to and placed under the supervision and control of the Mississippi Department of

Environmental Quality.  1991, 494.

17-17-3. Definitions.

17-17-5.  Local governing bodies to provide for collection and disposal of garbage and
rubbish; contracts; regulation of sanitary landfills.  

(1) After Decem ber 31, 1992, the board o f supervisors  and/o r m un icipal gov ern ing  body  sha ll provide

for the co llection and  disposal of ga rbage and  the disposal of rubbish .  The b oard  of supervisors and/or mun icipal

governing body may p rovide such collection or disposal services by contract with private or other controlling

agen cies, and the service m ay include h ouse-to-house service or the placement of regularly serviced and controlled

bu lk refuse receptacles within reasonable distance from the farthest affected household, and the wastes disposed

of in a manner acceptable to the department and within the meaning of this chapter.  The boa rd o f supe rvisors

and/or municipal governing body shall  have the pow er to and  are hereby authorized to enter into contracts related

in any m anner to the  co llectio n and  transporta tion  of solid  wastes for a term  of u p to  six (6 ) years a nd  to ente r into

contracts re lated  in any m anner to the genera tion  and sa le of energy genera ted  from  solid  wastes, an d con trac ts

for trea tment, processing, d istribu tion , recyc ling , elim ina tion  or d ispo sal o f so lid w astes for a term  of u p to  thirty

(30) years.  the municipal governing body of any municipality is authorized to regulate the disposal of garbage

and rubbish in sanitary landfills, as provided in Section 21-19-1, Mississippi Code of 1972.

(2) In the  even t an  un incorp ora ted  area w hich is  annexed by a mu nicipality is being provided

collection and disposal of garbage and rubbish under contract with private or other controlling agencies, the

mun icipality shall annex the area subject to the contract for the  rem ainder of th e term  of the co ntract, but not to

exceed five (5) years.

1992, 583; 2000, 392.

Cro ss references--

As to health department supervision, of solid wastes disposal,  see §17-17-27.

As to requ irem ents of  and lim itation s on  contracts with counties, see §§19-13-9 to 19-13-15 and 31-7-49.

17-17-7 through 17-17-19.  Garbage disposal, burning, hauling, etc .  1974, 573; 1981, 528;

1984, 399; 1989,496.

17-17-27. Enforcement of chapter; adoption of rules and regulations; revocation of
permit; variances; renewals or extensions; public availability of information; application of
Trade Secrets Act.   Lengthy statute containing outline of rules and regulation requirements.  1990, 442.

17-17-29. Penalties; injunction; recovery of cost of remedial action; disposition of fines.

1991, 334; 1995, 627; 2001, 560.

17-17-33.  Participation in regional solid waste disposal and recovery systems
authorized.  Co un ties, m un icipal and private companies are authorized to participate in applicable approved

regional solid waste disposal and recovery systems.  1976, 341.

Cro ss references--

As to county rubbish and garbage disposal systems, generally, see §19-5-17.

As to water, sewer, garbage disposal and fire protection districts in counties,  see §§19-5-151, et seq.



17-17-35.  Entry and inspection of generating, treating, storage, transportation and
disposal equipment, facilities, etc.  Authorized  em ployees o r rep rese nta tives of  the  departm ent shall

be authorized to enter and inspect generating, treating , stora ge , transporta tion  and d ispo sal equ ipm ent,

facilities or s ites to  de term ine  pro per trea tment, storage , transportation and/or disposal.   Employees and/or

representatives of the department shall  be authorized to enter and inspect at any time vehicles transporting

or disposing of wastes as outlined in this section.  1991, 494.

Cro ss references--

Enforcement of chapter generally, see §17-17-27.

Procedure s for pu blication, ado ption, am endm ent or repeal of rule s an d regu lation s ne cessary to

   implement this section, see §49-17-25.

17-17-37.  Property rights in solid wastes.   The solid wastes involved shall  become the lawful

pro perty of the  local gov ernm ents and/or commercial enterprises involved at the point of collection, etc.  1976,

341.

17-17-39.  Construction or operation of authorized solid waste disposal systems or
facilities unimpaired.   Nothing in sections 17-17-33 to 17-17-41 shall be construed to prohibit local

governments from the construction or operation of approved sanitary landfills, or of any other heretofore or

hereafter appro ved so lid w astes dispo sal sys tem , it bein g the in ten t of se ctions  17 -17 -33  to 17-1 7-4 1 that their

provisions shall  be supplementary to, and not restrictive of, any previously authorized solid wastes disposal

system, facility or operation, nor of any other such system, facility or operation which may be authorized in the

future.  1976, 341.

17-17-41.  Construction or operation of recycling plants or sale or gift of solid wastes
not prohibited.   Nothing in sections 17-17-33 to 17-17-41 shall be construed to prohibit private enterprise or

other agencies from the construction or operation of recycling plants or to p roh ibit the sa le or gift of solid wastes

to private enterprise or other agencies by local governments. 1976, 341.

17-17-43.  Procedures applicable to hearings before commission and permit board.   The

procedures whereby the comm ission or an employee thereof may obtain a hearing before the comm ission on a

violation of any provision of Sections 17-17-1 through 17-17-41 and Section 17-17-47 or of a regulation or of any

order of the comm ission or whereby any interested person may obtain a hearing on matters within the jurisdiction

of the comm ission or a hearing on any order of the comm ission shall  be as prescribed in Sections 49-17-31 through

49-17-41.

Fu rther, all  proceedings before the perm it board  of the bureau of pollution and control shall be conducted

in the manner prescribed by Section 49-17-29.  1982, 411.

17-17-45.  Appeal to chancery court.  In addition to any other rem edies that m igh t now be  avail-

able, any perso n o r inte reste d party  aggrieved by an order of the comm ission or of the permit board of the bureau

of pollution control shall have the right to perfect an appeal to the appropriate chancery court in the manner set

forth in Sections 49-17-41 and 49-17-29.  1982, 411.

17-17-47.  Exclusive authority of State Oil and Gas Board as to regulation of oil field
waste products.

(1) Notwithstanding any other p rov ision s co nta ined in  this chapte r, the  Sta te O il and G as B oard sha ll

continue to exercise the exclusive authority to make rules and regulations and issue permits governing the

noncom mercial disposal of oil field wastes products and shall continue to exercise the exclusive autho rity to

regula te Class II underground injection wells in accordance with the provisions of Section 53-1-17; provided,

how ever, tha t to the ex ten t that suc h o il field e xp lora tion  and p rod uc tion  wastes prod uc ts may  likewise con stitute

hazardous wastes under the pro visions o f this chap ter, such rules and regulations shall be subject to the approval



of the  com m ission in  ord er to  insure that they are consistent with the requirements of this chapter and the Resource

Co nserv ation an d R ecovery  Ac t of 197 6 (Pu blic law 94-5 80).

(2) The comm ission shall  have the exclusive authority to regulate the comm ercial disposal of oil fie ld

explo ration and  pro du ction w astes prod uc ts sub ject to  limitations set out in subsection (1) of this section. 1991,

605.

Cro ss references--

As to procedures for obtaining hearing before the comm ission for violation under this section, see 

    §17-17-43 and §§49-17-31 through 49-17-41.

Procedure s for pu blication, ado ption, am endm ent or repeal of rule s an d regu lation s ne cessary to

    implement this section, see §49-17-25.

Authority to regulate comm ercial disposal of waste products,  see §53-1-17.

17-17-48.  Legislative intent as to regulation or radioactive waste disposal facilities.  It

is the intent of this legislature that the M ississippi Energy and Transportation Board shall have jurisdiction over

state nuclear waste policy, activities and siting, including the long-term or temporary storage and/or disposal of

high-level rad ioactive and transuranic waste, in accordance with the provisions of Sections 17-17-48 through 17-17

51 and Chapter 49 of Title 57, Mississippi Code of 1972.  1980, 480; 1982, 474; 1983, 505.

Cro ss references--

As to use of salt domes or other geologic structures for disposal of radioactive waste,  see §17-17-49.

17-17-49.  Use of salt domes or other geologic structures for disposal of radioactive
waste; penalties, enforcement, authorization.   1988, 518, §16.

17-17-51. Facilities licensed by the nuclear regulatory commission.   Nothing in Sections 17-

17-48 thro ug h 17-1 7-5 1 o r in C hapter 49  of T itle 57, Mississippi Code of 1 97 2 p roh ibits o r is intend ed  to p roh ibit

the shipment, receipt, use or on-site storage of  nuclear fuel assemblies to a facility licensed by the nuclear

regu latory comm ission, or the transportation from the facility of spent nuclear fuel assemblies to a licensed

reprocessing plant or to a licensed away-from-reactor storage facility.

Provided further,  that nothing in  Sect ion 17-17-48 through 17-17-51 or in Chapter 49 of Title 57,

M ississ ipp i Cod e of 19 72  pro hib its or is  intended to prohibit the on-site storage of low-level radioactive waste that

is generated at a facili ty licensed by the nuclear regulatory comm ission.  1980, 480; 1982, 474.

Cro ss references--

As to jurisdiction of Mississippi Energy and Transportation Board over state nuclear waste policy,

    activities and siting, see §17-17-48.

As to use of salt domes or other geologic structures for disposal of radioactive waste,  see §17-17-49.

17-17-53.  Commercial hazardous and nonhazardous waste facilities to file annual
reports and pay disposal fees; fee calculation; disposition of proceeds.  1990, 536; 1994, 539; 1998,

458.

17-17-54     Uncontrolled site evaluation trust fund.  1996, 488.

17-17-55.  Hazardous Waste Facility Site Revolving Fund; purpose of fund; rules and
regulations.  There is hereby created within the State Treasury a revolving fund to be known as the "Hazardous

W aste  Facility Site Revolving Loan Fund," which shall be administered by the Department of Econom ic and

Com mun ity Development, for the purpose of making loans to mu nicipalities or counties in which comm ercial

hazardous waste  fac ilities perm itted p ursuant to  Section 49-1 7-2 8, et seq.,  are located.  Such loans shall be made

for the purpo se of constructing road s, railroads, util it ies or the purchase and development of lands for industrial

purpo ses.  Any m unicipality or county within which such a facili ty is sited may m ake application for a loan from

the Hazardous W aste Faci li ty  Site  Revolv ing  Lo an  Fu nd , and the D epartm ent of E cono m ic an d C om m un ity



Development is hereby authorized and empowered to adopt and put into effect all  reasonable rules and regulations

that it may  deem  nece ssary to carry out the provisions of this section, which shall  include, without l imitation, the

following:

(a) Procedures for app lying for the loans.

(b) Selection criteria for evaluating if a proposed facili ty meets Mississippi 's needs and for choosing

between va rious loan app lications.

(c) Procedures for fund ing and  retiring loans.

(d) Procedures to be fo llowed if default occu rs in the repaym ent of loans.

In addition, the Department of Economic and Comm unity Development is em po wered to  design ate  that

any part or all  of those funds to be disbursed pursuant to Section 17-17-53(2)(c) be paid directly against the

principal balance of any loan outstanding hereunder.  1990, 506.

17-17-59. Moratorium on new or expanded nonhazardous solid waste facilities. 1992, 583.

17-17-63. Mississippi Nonhazardous Solid Waste Corrective Action Trust Fund.  1992,

583, 1994, 619; 1997, 596.

17-17-65. Local Governments Solid Waste Assistance Fund.  
(1) There is created in the State Treasury a fund designated as the Local Governments solid W aste

Assistance Fund, referred to in this section as “fund”, to be administered by the executive director of the

departm ent.

(2) Th e fund  sha ll be  use d to  provide grants to counties,  municipalities,  regional solid waste management

au tho rities o r m ulti-cou nty  entities as provided in subsection (5) of this section for one or more of the following

purpo ses:

(a) Cleanup of existin g and  futu re unauthorized  dum ps on  public  or private property, subject to the

limitation in subsection (4) of this section;

(b) Establishment of a collection center or program for white goods, recyclables or other bulky

rubbish w aste not m anag ed by  local residential solid waste collection program s;

(c) Provision of pu blic no tice and  edu cation re lated to the p rope r managem ent of so lid  w aste,

including recycling;

(d) Payment of a maximum  of fifty percent (50%) of the cost of em plo yin g a  local so lid w aste

enforc em ent officer; 

(e) Distribution and use as grants to regional solid waste management authorities, counties and

m un icipalities for im plem entation  of hou seh old  hazardo us  waste  co llectio n p rog ram s, in

accordance with Sections 17-17-439 through 17-17-445.  The grants shall not exceed seventy-five

percent (75%) of eligible project costs as established by the comm ission; and

(f) Development of other local solid waste management program activities associated with the

prevention, enforcem ent or abatem ent of unau thorized dum ps, as approved by the comm ission.

(3) The comm ission shall  earmark ten percent (10%) of the amount deposited in the fund annually to be

used to make grants to cou ntie s, m un icipalities , reg ional so lid w aste  m anagem ent au tho rities o r m ultico un ty

entities to ass ist in defraying the co st of  preparing  solid  waste  management plans required by Section 17-17-227.

The com m ission sha ll award  these g ran ts accordin g to  the  m erit o f gra nt p rop osals received by the comm ission

and the level of need and timeliness of the requirement for the county or regional solid waste manag em ent

authority to update its solid waste management plan.

(4) If a perso n is fo un d to  be  resp on sible  for creat ing an unauthorized dum p, the grantee shall make a

reasonable  effort to requ ire tha t pe rson to  clea n up the prop erty  before  expend ing  any m on ies fro m  the  fun d to

clean up the  prop erty. If the gran tee is unable to loca te the pe rson re sponsible fo r creating the dump, or if  the

grantee de term ines tha t person is fin ancially  or o therw ise incapable  of cleaning up the property, the grantee may

use the m onies  from  the fun d to clean up  the property and sh all make a reason able effo rt to recover from  the

responsible person any funds expended.

(5)(a) Of monies annually deposited in the fund and any balance remaining in the fund, the comm ission

 shall annually allocate m onies as follows:

(i) One-half (½) of the deposited funds and remaining balance shall be allocated to each coun ty

based on the percentage  of s tate a id road mileage as established by the Mississippi Department



of Transportation State Aid road formula.

(ii) On e-half (½) of the dep osited funds and  rem ain ing  ba lance  sha ll be  m ade av ailab le to

coun ties or mun icipalities for grants on a  com petitive basis.

(b) The department shall  notify the president of the board of supervisors of each county in writing of the

amount allocated under paragraph (a)(i) of this subsection and that additional funds are available on a

competitive basis as provided under paragraph (a)(ii)  of this subsection.

(c) Upon  receipt of a scope of work and cost proposal acceptable to the com m ission, the co m m ission sh all

aw ard a grant to a county up to the allocated amount for that county under paragraph (a)(i) of th is

subsection. The com mission m ay aw ard  additiona l grant fu nd s from  m onies ava ilable under paragraph

(a)(ii) o f this sub sec tion  based  upon  the  acc ep tab le scop e of work  and cost pro po sal.

(d) The com m ission m ay  aw ard  grants to  a regiona l solid  waste  m anagem ent au tho rity o r oth er m ulti-

coun ty entity upon submission of a consolidated scope of work and cost proposal acceptable to the

comm ission and au thorized by the m em ber cou nties. Upon  subm ission of a scope  of wo rk and c ost

pro po sal,  the comm ission may award grants to municipalities from m onies available under paragraph

(a)(ii) of this subsection.

(e) No grantee shall use more than three percent (3%) of funds provided under this section to defray the

costs o f adm inistra tion  of the g ran t.

(6) The department may use up to three percent (3% ) of monies annually deposited in the fund and of any

balance remaining in the fund to provide for the administration of this section.

(7) Expenditures may be made from  the  fun d upo n requ isition  by  the  executive d irec tor o f the  departm ent.

(8) The fund shall  be treated as a special trust fund. Interest earned on the principal in the fund shall  be

credited by the department to the fund.

(9) Th e fund  m ay  receive m on ies fro m  any ava ilable pub lic or private source, including, but not limited

to, co llectio n o f fees, inte rest, g ran ts, taxes, p ub lic and private donations, judicial actions and appropriated funds.

(10) M onies in the fund at the end of the fiscal year shall  be retained in the fund for use in the succeeding

fiscal year.

(11) Th e co m m ission may  consolidate any grant provided under this section with any grant provided under

the waste tire managem ent program or the right-way-to-throw-away program. Funds provided through any

consolidated grant shall be used in accordance with the program under which the funds are provided.

(12) Funds provided under this section shall  not be used to pay any costs of the establishment or operation

of a lan dfill, rubb ish d ispo sal s ite or other type solid waste disposal facili ty,  for the routine collection of garbage

or to collect any fees assessed under Section 19-5-21 or 21-19-2.

(13) T he co m mission shall  not pro vide an y fu nd s un der this sec tion  to any  grantee w ith an inadequa te

garbage or rubbish collection or disposal system as required under Section 19-5-17 or 21-19-1.  1997, 596; 2000,

395; 2002, 483.

17-17-101 through 17-17-153.  Promotion of Projects for Treatment of Solid and
Hazardous Wastes.  1981, 527; 1991, 561; 1997, 313.

17-17-201. Short title.  Sections 17-17-201 through 17-17-235 shall  be known and may be cited as

the "Nonhazardous Solid W aste Planning Act of 1991."  1991, 494.

Cro ss references--

So lid w aste  disp osal genera lly, see §§1 7-1 7-1 , et seq.

Prom otion o f pro jects  for tre atm ent of so lid and  hazardo us  wastes, see §17 -17 -10 1, et seq.

Hazardou s w aste  fac ility siting, se e §§1 7-1 8-1 , et seq.

Powers of boards of supervisors to provide for disposal of garbage and rubbish, see §§19-5-17 and 

   19-5-19.

17-17-227.  Local nonhazardous solid waste management plans by counties and
municipalities; regional solid waste management authorities and plans; ratification of plans;
review and approval of plans by commission; implementation and revision of plans; proceedings
by commission against noncomplying counties or authorities; maintenance of copies of plans



and orders relating thereto by executive director.   1991, 494; 1993, 600; 1998, 498.

17-17-229.  Issuance of permits, grants or loans for county or regional waste
management facilities generally; contents of applications; adoption and enforcement of criteria
and standards for location and permitting of facilities.   1991, 494; 1998, 498.

17-17-301.  Short title.   Sections 17-17-301 through 17-17-349 shall be known and cited as the

"Mississippi Regional Solid W aste Managem ent Authority Act."  1991, 581.

17-17-307.  Board of supervisors may create regional solid waste management authorities.

17-17-311.  Prescribes the procedure for a member of a regional solid waste
management authority to withdraw from the authority.

17-17-329.  Board of supervisors may issue bonds for solid waste management facilities.

17-17-347.  Board of supervisors shall determine full and complete costs for solid waste
management.

17-17-348.  Counties and municipalities to publish detailed report of revenues and costs
incurred in operating garbage or rubbish collection or disposal systems.  1996, 536.

17-17-401 through 17-17-445.  Disposal of waste tires and lead acid batteries; Right-
Way-To-Throw-Away Program.  1991, 531; 1992, 583; 1995, 615; 1997, 544; 1998, 349; 1999, 402; 2001,

571.

17-17-501 through 17-17-507. Disclosure requirements of applicants for commercial
hazardous or nonhazardous solid waste facility permits.  1991, 583; 1992, 583; 1994, 540.

CHAPTER 18. MISSISSIPPI HAZARDOUS WASTE FACILITY
SITING ACT OF 1990

17-18-1. Short Title.  This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the "Mississippi Hazardous

W aste  Facility S iting  Act of 19 90 ."

Cro ss references--

Duties of department of finance and administration with respect to this chapter, see §7-104-103.

17-18-7 through 17-18-19.  Hazardous W aste Facility Siting Authority's powers and duties.  1990,

506.

CHAPTER 19.  APPROPRIATIONS TO PLANNING
AND DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS

17-19-1. Appropriations to planning and development districts.  The board of supervisors of

each cou nty an d the g ove rning  autho rities of ea ch m unicipality in the state are au tho rized and  em po wered, in  the ir

discretion, to appropriate and pay such sums as they deem necessary and desirable, out of any available funds of

the county or municipality which are not required for any other purpose, to the planning and development district

in which the county or municipality is located.  1981, 349.



CHAPTER 21.  FINANCE AND TAXATION

17-21-1.  Board of supervisors may grant tax exemptions for non-profit industrial or
economic development organizations.

17-21-51 through 17-21-55.  Uniform system for issuance of negotiable notes or
certificates of indebtedness.   1985, 437; 1994, 559.

17-21-51.  Board of supervisors are authorized to borrow money to accomplish any
purpose otherwise authorized by law to issue bonds, notes or certificates of indebtedness.

(1) The board of supervisors of any county and the governing authorities of any  m un icipality (bo th

refe rred  to in  this a rticle  as "governing authority") are hereby authorized and empowered, in their d iscre tion , to

borrow  m oney , pursuant to the prov isions of this article, for the following pu rposes:

(a) To accomplish any purpose for which such governing auth orities are otherw ise

authorized by law to issue bonds, notes or certificates of indebtedness; and

(b) To pay costs incurred by governing authorities as a result  of a natural disaster. Such

costs shall  include, but  not be limited  to, debris rem ov al an d d ispo sal, overtim e

wages paid to  pub lic employ ees, and the repa ir or replacemen t of public streets,

roads and  bridges, s torm  dra ins, w ater  and se wer facilities a nd  other pub lic

buildings, facilities and equipment. M oney borrowed pu rsuan t to this paragraph (b)

may  also be utilized as matching funds for federal or state disaster relief assistance.

(2) The tota l ou tstanding indebtedn ess  incurre d by a  governin g authority  under this  article  at any one

(1) time sh all not exc eed  the grea ter of one percent (1%) of the assessed value of all taxable property located

within  the  governin g authority  acc ord ing  to the las t co m pleted  assessm ent for taxa tion  or T wo H un dred F ifty

Thousand Dollars ($250,000.00) and shall be included in com puting the statutory limitation upon  indebtedn ess

which may be incurred by such governing authority. 1985, 437; 1994, 559; 2000, 373.

Cross references-

Uniform system for issuance of county bonds, see §19-9-1.

17-21-53. Procedures; rates of interest; full faith and credit of issuing entity.
(1) Be fore any mo ney is borrowed under the provisions of th is artic le, the  governin g authority  sha ll

adopt a resolution declaring the necessity for such borrowing and specifying the purpose for which the money

borrowed is to be expended, the amount to be borrowed, the date or dates of the maturity thereof, and how such

indebtedn ess is to be ev idenc ed.  Th e resolu tion sha ll be certified over the sign ature of the head of the governing

au tho rity. 

(2) The borrowing shall be ev idenc ed b y ne gotiab le notes o r certificates of indebtedness of the

governing authority which shall  be signed by the head and clerk of such governing authority.  All such notes or

certificates of indebtedness shall be offered at public sale by the governing authority after not less than ten (10)

days' advertising  in a  newspaper hav ing  general c ircu lation  within the  gov ern ing authority.   Each sale shall  be

made to the bidder offe ring  the low est ra te of inte rest o r who se b id repre sen ts the  low est n et co st to the governing

authority;  however, the ra te of inte rest sha ll no t exceed that now or hereafter authorized in Section 75-17-101,

M ississ ipp i Code of 1972.  No such notes or certificates of indebtedness shall be issued and sold for less than par

and acc rued in terest.  A ll no tes o r certifica tes o f ind eb tedness sh all m ature in  appro xim ately  equa l insta llments

of principal and interest over a period not to exceed five (5) years from the dates of the issuance thereof.  Principal

shall be payable annually, and interest shall  be payable annually or sem iannually;  provided , how ever, that the first

payment of principal or interest may be for  any per iod not exceeding one (1) year .  Prov ided, h ow ev er, if

nego tiable notes are outstanding from not more than one (1) previous issue authorized under the  pro visio ns  of th is

article,  then the schedule of payments for a new or supplementary issue may be so adjusted that the schedule of

maturities of all  notes or series of notes hereunder shall, when comb ined, mature in approximately equal

insta llments of principal and interest over a period of five (5) years from the date of the new or sup plem entary

issue, or if  a lower interest rate will  thereby be secured on notes previously issued and outstanding, a portion of

the proceeds of any issue authorized hereunder may be used to re fun d the balan ce  of the indebtedn ess  previously



issued  under the  au tho rity o f this  article.  Such n otes or certificates of indebtedn ess shall be issued in su ch fo rm

and in such denominations as  m ay  be  de termined by the governing authority and may be made payable at the

office of any bank or trust compan y selected by the governing authority.  In such case, funds for the payment of

principal and interest due thereon shall be provided in the same manner provided by law for the payment of the

prin cipal an d in terest du e on bon ds  issued  by  the  governin g authority . 

(3) For the prompt payment of notes or certificates of indebtedness at maturity, both principal and

interest,  the  full fa ith, cred it and re sources o f the  issu ing  en tity are p ledged.  If the issuing enti ty  does not have

availab le fun ds  in an amount sufficient to provide for the payment of principa l and intere st according  to the term s

of such notes or certificates of indebtedness, then the governing authority shall annually levy a special tax upon

all of its taxable property at a rate the avails o f which w ill be suffic ien t to prov ide  suc h paym ent.  Funds derived

from  any such tax shall  be paid into a sinking fund and used exclusively for the payment of principal of and

interest on  the  no tes o r certifica tes o f ind eb tedness.  U ntil needed for expenditure, monies in the sinking fund may

be invested in the same m anner as the governing authority is elsewhere authorized by law to invest surplus funds.

19 85 , 437. 

17-21-55. Use of proceeds. 

The proceeds of any notes or certificates of indebtedness issued under the  pro visio ns  of th is artic le sh all

be placed in a special fund and shall be expended only for the purpose or purposes for which they were issued as

shown by the resolution authorizing the issuance thereof.  If a balance shall remain of the proceeds of such notes

or cer tificate s of  indeb tedness a fter the purpose or purposes for which they were issued shall have been

accomplished, such balance shall be used to pay such obligations at or before  m aturity and  m ay  be  transfer red  to

any sin king fu nd  previously estab lished fo r the  paym ent thereo f. 

Proceeds from  the sale o f notes o r certificates of indeb tedne ss no t imm ediately n ecessary for expe nditure

shall be invested  in the sam e m anner as surp lus fun ds  of the gov ern ing  au tho rity m ay  be  invested.  198 5, 437 . 

CHAPTER 23
RURAL FIRE TRUCK ACQUISITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

17-23-1. Establishment of fire truck acquisition assistance program.  Rural Fire Truck Fund;

elig ibility  of counties and m unicipalities for funds; app lications for and  expen diture of funds; duties of

Department of Insurance with respect to program. 1995, 536; 1997, 555; 1999, 550; 2001, 463.

CHAPTER 25
TRANSACTION OF BUSINESS WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

17-25-1. County boards of Supervisors and municipal governing authorities authorized
to allow payment of taxes, fees and other accounts receivable by credit card, charge card,
debit card, etc. The board of supervisors of any county and the gov ern ing authorities of any

m un icipality  may allow the payment of various taxes, fees and other accou nts receivab le to the co un ty

or m un icipality b y c red it card s, ch arge ca rds , debit cards an d o ther form s of  elec tron ic paym ent, in

accordance with policies established by the State Auditor. Any fees or charges associated with the use of

such electronic payments shall  be assessed to the user of the electronic payment as an additional charge

for pro cessing the ele ctronic  paym ent, so that the user w ill pay  the  full cos t of  using the elec tron ic

pay m ent. 2001, 511; effec tive from  and  after passage (ap prov ed M arch 2 9, 2001).

TITLE 19.  COUNTIES AND COUNTY OFFICERS

CHAPTER 1.  COUNTY BOUNDARIES

19-1-1 through 19-1-163.  Metes and bounds descriptions of counties.  Th ese  sec tions de tail,

be m etes and bo und s, the  boun daries o f the  82  coun ties o f M ississ ipp i, each section covering a different county,



all arranged alphabetically.

CHAPTER 2.  COUNTY GOVERNMENT REORGANIZATION ACT

19-2-3. Creation of countywide system of road administration.

(1) Un less otherwise exempted under the provisions of Section 19-2-5, from and after October 1,

1989, eac h cou nty  in the S tate of Mississippi shall operate on a countywide system of road  adm inistration, there

shall be no road districts, separate road districts or special road distric ts in any  coun ty, su pervisors ' distric ts shall

not act as road districts,  and the construction and maintenance of roads and bridges in each county shall  be on a

countywide basis so  that (a) the distribution  and  use o f all road an d bridge funds available to the county or any

district thereof, (b) the planning , construction an d m aintena nce  of county  roads and  bridge s, (c) the purchase,

ow nersh ip and  use  of a ll road and bridge equipment, materials and supplies, (d) the employment and use of the

road and bridge labor force, and (e) the  adm inistra tion  of the co un ty ro ad  departm ent sha ll be on the basis of the

needs of the county as a whole, as determined by the board of supervisors without regard to any district

bou ndaries.

(2) Any  references in any statute to a road district,  separate road district or special road  distric t,

sep ara te road district  or spe cial ro ad  distric t, or to a supervisors district acting as a road district , shall , as to any

coun ty which is required to operate on a countywide system of road administration, be construed to mean the

coun ty as a whole, if such construction is possible within the context of the statute;  otherwise, any such reference

shall have no force or effect w ith regard to  any such county.  The State Auditor may, pursuant to a request from

a board of supervisors in a resolution duly adopted by the boa rd an d spre ad upon its minutes, provide to the

requesting board of supervisors his estimates of the cost to the county of implementing and complying with the

County Government Reorganization Act of 1988.  1988 Ex Sess, 14, §2.

Cro ss references--

Requirement that boa rds of su perv isors that operate on a countywide system of road administration adopt

   and maintain a system of countywide personnel administration for all  county employees, see §19-2-9.

Employment,  qualifications, general duties, terms of employment, compensation, duties and

   resp on sibilities of  Cou nty  Adm inistra tors , as a ffec ted  by  this sec tion , see  §19-4 -1, et seq.

Application of this section to the acquisition of certain real property by boards of supervisors, see      §19-7-1.

Application of th is section to  the  au tho rity of bo ards o f supe rvisors to issue county bounds, see §19-9-3.

Application of this section to the preparation and publication of the annual county budget,  see §19-11-7.

Application of this section to the purchase of road equipment by boards of supervisors,  see §19-13-17.

App licatio n o f this sec tion  to the au tho rity o f the  board  of sup erv isors to con struct or m ain tain  cer tain

    state highways within or without any municipality or road districts,  see §65-7-81.

Application of this section to the appropriation of nearby timber and gravel for use in bridge and road

    construction, see §65-7-101.

Application of this section to the necessity of plans and specifications for letting of bids for road and

    bridge construction, see §65-7-105.

Application of this section to the authority of board of supervisors, see §65-7-115.

Application of this section to the letting of contracts for rural road and bridge construction, see 

    §65-11-51.

19-2-5.  Adoption of countywide system of road administration by election; by
resolution; subsequent elections; petition for election to adopt or discontinue system.  1992, 305.

19-2-9.  Countywide personnel administration for county employees; exemption of
certain employees.   (1)  The board of supervisors of each county which is required to operate on a countywide

system of road administration as described in Section 19-2-3 shal l adopt and maintain a system of countywide

personnel administration for all county employees other  than those em ployees sub ject to  sub sec tion  (2) o f this

section.  The personnel system shall be implemented and administered by the county administrator.  Such

personnel system m ay include, but not be limited to, policies which address the following:  hiring and termination



of em ployees, app eal and g rievance  pro cedu res, leave an d holidays, com pe nsation, job classification, training,

performance  evaluation and maintenance of records.  All employees of the county shall  be employees of the coun ty

as a whole and not of any particular supervisor district.   However, any employee which the county administrator

is authorized to employ may be terminated at the will  and pleasure of the administrator without requiring approval

by the board of sup ervisors.

The board of supervisors of each county shall spread upon its minutes all  its actions on personnel matters relating

to hiring or termination and such other personnel matters deemed appropriate by the board.

(2) The elected officials of any county described in subsection (1) of this section, other than m em bers

of the board of supervisors, who are authorized by  law  to employ shall adopt and maintain a system of personnel

administration for their respective employees or shall adopt the system of personnel administration adopted by the

boa rd of supervisors.  The personnel system adopted and any amendments thereto shall  be filed with the board of

supervisors.  1988 Ex Sess, Ch. 14.

19-2-11.  State Auditor to determine whether counties have implemented countywide
system of road administration, central purchasing system, inventory control system, and
countywide personnel administration; notice to counties; certificate of noncompliance;
penalties; appeals.   1988 Ex Sess, ch. 14.

19-2-12. Notice by State Auditor of supervisor’s noncompliance with provisions of § 19-
2-3; initiation of civil proceedings; penalties.

(1) If upon audit, examination or investigation, the State Auditor determines that an individual

mem ber of a  coun ty board o f supervisors  is no t in subs tantial com pliance  with the  prov isions of law  that requ ire

the county to operate on a countywide system of road administration, as described in Section 19 -2-3 , then the S tate

Auditor sha ll give, by U nited S tates  Certified M ail, return receipt requested, written notification to the supervisor

of such  non com pliance . If within thirty (30) days after receipt of the notice, such supervisor, in the opinion of the

Sta te Aud itor, rem ains in n on com pliance, the A ud itor m ay  institu te civil proceedings in the chancery court of the

county in which the sup ervisor se rves. The co urt, upon he aring, shall decide  the issue and, if it determ ines that

such sup erv isor  is not in substantial compliance, shall  order the supervisor to immediately and thereafter comply.

Violations of any order of the court shall  be punishable as for contempt. In addition, the court,  in i ts discretion,

may impose a civil penalty in an amount not to exceed Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) upo n the su perv isor,

for which he shall be liable in his individual capacity, for any such noncompliance that the court determines as

intentiona l or w illful.

(2) The provisions of this section shall  not be construed to prevent the State Auditor, the Attorney

General or any other public official, as otherwise authorized by law, from  initiating or commencing civil actions

or criminal proceedings by or on behalf of the state or any county or political subdivision for the misappropriation

or the unlawful use, taking or conversion of public funds or public property. 1999, 355.

19-2-13. Inapplicability of certain code sections to countywide system of road
administration.  Sections 65-15-17, 65-17-3, 65-17-5, 65-17-7, 65-17-101, 65-17-103, 65-17-105, 65-17-107,

65-19-1, 65-19-5, 65-19-7, 65-19-9, 65-19-11, 65-19-13, 65-19-15, 65-19-17, 65-19-19, 65-19-21, 65-19-23, 65-

19-25, 65 -19 -27 , 65 -19 -29 , 65 -19 -31 , 65 -19 -33 , 65 -19 -35 , 65-19-37, 65-19-39, 65-19-41, 65-19-43, 65-19-45,

65-19-47, 65-19-49, 65-19-51, 65-19-53, 65-19-55, 65-19-57, 65-19-59, 65-19-61, 65-19-63, 65-19-65, 65-19-67,

65-19-69, 65-19-71, 65-19-73, 65-19-75, 65-19-77, 65-19-79, 65-19-81, 65-19-83, 65-19-85, 65-19-87, 65-21-19

and 65-21-21, Mississippi Code of 1972, which provide for creation and procedures of road districts composed

in whole or in part of one (1) or more than one (1) supervisors district,  for the use of special or general road funds

by the boards of supervisors, for defraying the expenses of constructing bridges connecting road districts,  for the

employment of county road accoun tan ts, and  for com pensation fo r roa d com m issioners em ployed by certa in

coun ties, sha ll no t be  applicab le to and shall  be of no force or effect with regard to any county which is required

to operate on a countywide system of road administration as described in Section 19-2-3.  1988 Ex Sess, 14.

CHAPTER 3.  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS



19-3-1.  Districts and boundaries--election of supervisors.  Each  coun ty sh all be d ivided  into

five distric ts, w ith due  regard  to equ ality of population  and  con ven ience  of situation fo r the election  of m em bers

of the  boards of  sup erv isors, bu t the  distric ts as no w existing sh all continue un til change d.  Th e qu alified electors

of each district shall elect, at the next general election, and every four years thereafter, in their districts one mem ber

of the board of supervisors.  The board, by a three-fifths vote of all mem bers elected, may at any time, change or

alter the districts, the boundaries to be entered at large in the minutes of the proceedings of the board.  Provided,

how ever, tha t suc h chang ed  boun daries sha ll in as  far as po ssib le conform as to natural, visible artificial bound-

aries, such as streets, highways, railroads, rivers,  lakes, bayous or other obvious lines of demarcation, except

coun ty lines and  m unicipal corpo rate lim its.

In the event the boundaries of the districts are changed or altered by order of the board of supervisors as

hereinabove provided, the order so doing shall  be published in a newspaper having general circulation in the

county once each week for three consecutive weeks.  1980, 425.

19-3-3.  Eligibility of supervisors.   A person shall not be a mem ber of the boa rd of su perv isors who

is no t a res ident freeholder in  the  distric t for w hich he is cho sen , and the owner of re al estate of the value of

$1,500.00.  1968, 282.

Cro ss references--

As to salaries of mem ber of board of supervisors, see §25-3-13.

19-3-5.  Bond to be executed by supervisor.  Each  m em ber o f the board of supe rvisors, befo re

entering upo n the d uties of his o ffice, shall give bond , with su fficient surety, to be payable, conditioned and

approved as provided by law, in a penalty equal to five percent (5%) of the sum of all  the state  and county taxes

shown by  the  assessm ent rolls an d th e lev ies to h ave been collectib le in  the  coun ty fo r the  year im m ediately

preceding the comm encement of the term of office of said mem ber; however, such bond shall not exceed the

amount of One Hu ndred Thousand Do llars ($100,000.00).  Furthermore, any taxpayer of the county may sue on

such bond  for th e use o f the  coun ty, and  suc h taxp ayer sh all be liab le for a ll costs in  case h is su it sha ll fail.  No

mem ber of the board shall be surety for any other member.  1991, 604.

Cro ss references--

As to when a member of the board of supervisors may m ake his  official bond w ith personal sureties, see

    §25-1-31.

As to personal l iabili ty of member of board of supervisors for appropriating money to an object not

    authorized by law, see §19-13-37.

19-3-7.  Organizational meeting.  The m embers of the board of supervisors . ..  shall meet at the

courthouse of their county, on the first M onday of January next succeeding their election, and shall organize by

electing one of the ir nu m ber to be presid en t and one  to be vice-president, and, being so organized and attended

by the sheriff and clerk, may proceed to discharge its duties.   1958 ex, 22.

19-3-11.  Regular meetings in counties having only one court district.   In counties having

on ly one (1 ) court d istrict, the board o f supervisors  sha ll ho ld regu lar m eetings at the co urth ou se o r in the chancery

cle rk 's office in those coun ties where the ch ancery c lerk's office is in a building separate from the courthouse.

How ever, the board of supervisors may meet in any other county-owned b uilding if such building is located within

one (1) mile of the courthouse and if, more than thirty  (30) days p rior to changing the m eeting p lace, the board

po sts a co nspicuo us , perm anen t no tice to  tha t effect in  the chancery clerk's office and in one (1) other place in the

courthouse, publish es n otice thereof in  a newspaper published in the county, or if there be no newspaper published

in the  coun ty, then  in a newspaper having general circulation in the county, once each week, for at least three (3)

consecutive weeks, and enters an order upon its minutes designating and desc ribing in  full the building and room

to be used  as the m eeting room  of the board  of supervisors.  The  board o f supervisors shall meet on  the first

M onday of each month.  How ever, when such meeting da te fa lls on  a leg al holiday , then the sa id m eeting  sha ll

be  he ld on the su cceeding day . 1958 ,  215;  198 0, 534 . 

Cro ss Re ferences--  



M eetings, location, em ergency , enem y a ttack , see  § 17-7 -1. 

Open and  public  m eetings req uired, se e §  25 -41 -1 e t seq . 

Special and adjourned meetings, §19-3-19.

19-3-13.  Regular meetings in counties having two court districts.  In cou nties ha ving tw o

cou rt districts, the board of supervisors shall  hold regular meetings on the first M onday of each month; and in such

counties the  board  sha ll hold its first meeting at the courthouse or in the chancery clerk's office, as the case may

be, of the first district, on the first M onday of January, and  its second  m eeting a t the cou rthouse or in the  chan cery

cle rk 's office, as the case may be, of the second district , on the first M ond ay  of F ebrua ry, and  sha ll altern ate

thereafter. In counties having two court districts,  the board of supervisors may hold two regular meetings per

month, and in suc h cou nties, the first meeting each month shall be held in the first district and the second meeting

each m on th sh all be held  in the second district . Provisions are contained in this section covering the method of

changing from one to two m eetings per month.  1958, 215.

Cro ss references--

As to regular meetings when there is only one court district , see §19-3-11.

As to special and adjourned meetings, see §19-3-19.

As to requirement of open and public meetings, see §§25-41-1, et seq.

19-3-15.  Meetings of board in Harrison County.  In H arrison C oun ty ... the b oard  of sup ervisors

shall hold their meetings .. . alternately at Gulfp ort and  Bilox i ... holding their first meeting as to the second judicial

distric t, at Gulfport and their jurisdiction shall extend over the entire county at all time, just as if it were not divided

into two separate districts.   1962, 257.

Cro ss references--

As to requirement of open and public meetings, see §§25-41-1, et seq.

19-3-17.  Length of sessions; recesses.   At regular meetings the board of supe rvisors may sit for

a period not longer than ten days in any one month.  At meetings held for the transaction o f business under the

revenue laws , how ever, the boa rd m ay co ntinue  in session  as long  as bu siness m ay req uire.  Ho wever in Bo livar,

DeSoto, Forrest, Harrison, Hinds, Jackson, Jones, Lauderdale, Lee, Leflore, Lowndes, Madison, Rankin, Warren

and Washington counties (by description) and in counties having two cou rt distric ts, the  board  m ay  continue  in

session at any regular meeting other than revenue meetings for a period not longer than twelve days in any one

month.  The board may recess from time to time, to convene on a day fixed. . ..   1950, 245.

19-3-19.  Special and adjourned meetings.   In addition to the provision for recessed

meetings in Section 19-3-17, the board by order on its minutes at a regular meeting, and by  public

notice du ly g iven, m ay  ad jou rn to  m eet at an y tim e it may  determine upon.  This section provides

de tails con cernin g su ch  spe cial and  ad jou rned m eetings.  19 59 , ex  ch . 22 . 

Cro ss references--

As to requirement of open and public meetings, see §§25-41-1, et seq.

19-3-21.  Presiding officer.  If both the president and vice-president of the board be absent or

disabled, the board may elect another member to preside at meetings during such absence.  1959, ex ch. 22.

19-3-23.  Quorum; fine for nonattendance.   Three (3) m em bers of the  board  of sup erv isors shall

constitute  a q uo ru m , and in  case that number should not attend on the first day of any regular, adjourned or special

meeting, the sheriff may adjourn the meeting from day to  day until a qu oru m  is pre sen t.  A m em ber failing to

attend any m eeting having  notice thereof, shal l be f ined Five Dollars ($5.00) per day for each day he may be

absen t, for which the clerk shall enter judgment nisi,  and unless a sufficient excuse be made at the next meeting

of the  board , execution sh all issu e fo r the  fine , which sh all be paid  into the county treasury.  No a llow ance sha ll

be made and no warrants shall  be issued to such member until the fine and all  costs are paid. 1990, 419.



19-3-25.  Sheriff to attend meetings.   The sheriff of the county shall  attend all  meetings of the bo ard

of supervisors,  either in person or by deputy, and shall  execute all  its process and orders.  1968, 361.

19-3-27.  Duties of clerk of board of supervisors; signing of minutes.   It  shall be the duty of

the clerk of the board of supervisors to keep and preserve a complete and correct record of all  the proceedings and

orde rs of the board.  He shall  enter on the minutes the names of the mem bers who  attend at each meeting, and the

names  of those who fail  to attend.  He sh all sa fely  keep  and p rese rve  all rec ord s, bo ok s, an d papers p erta ining to

his o ffice , and deliver them  to h is successo r w he n req uired.   The  m inutes  of  each  da y's  proceedings shall either

(a) be read and signed by the president or the vice president, if the president is absent or disabled so as to prevent

his  signing of the minutes, on or before the first M onday of the month following the day of adjournment of any

term of the board of supervisors; or (b) be adopted and approved by the board of supervisors as the first order of

business on the first day of the next monthly meeting of the board.  1989, 337.

Cro ss references--

As to clerk of chancery court being clerk of the board of supervisors, see Miss Const §170.

As to bond and duties of clerk acting as clerk of chancery court,  see §§9-5-131, et seq.

As to power of board of supervisors to reestablish lost records, see §25-55-17.

As to duties of clerk under county budget law, see §§19-11-1, et seq.

As to homestead exemption duties, see §27-33-35.

19-3-29.  Appointment of clerk pro tempore.  In case the office of clerk shall be vacant,  or the

clerk and his deputies be absent, refuse, or fail to perform the duties required, the board may  appoint a clerk for

the time, w ho , on  tak ing  the  oa th o f off ice, sha ll be  autho rized to discharge the duties and receive the

compensation, for the time being, of the clerk of the board.  Code 1942, §2887.

19-3-31.  Employment of office clerks in certain counties.  The bo ard o f supe rvisors of H ar-

rison, Hinds and Jones counties (by description in 1973) and of W ilkinson County (by description) is authorized

to employ, in its discretion, an office clerk to maintain an office for said  board .  Co m pensation m ay  be  set a t a

figure deemed proper by the board and shall  be paid from the road funds of the county.  1972, 334.

19-3-33.  Publication of proceedings.   The board of supervisors may have its proceedings published

in som e new spaper in  the  coun ty, and  cau se sam e to  be  pa id for o ut o f the  coun ty treasury, but the costs of such

publication shall  not exceed the sum fixed by law for publishing legal notices.  If there be more than one

newspaper published in the county, the contract. ..shall be let  to the lowest bidder among them.   1942, §2888.

Cro ss references--

As to publication of annual budget, see §19-11-7.

As to publication of proceedings by cumulative method, see §19-3-35.

19-3-35.  Publication of proceedings--cumulative method.  Th e board o f supervisors  sha ll,

w ithin  15 da ys of adjou rnm ent, publish a statemen t of allow ances, list of contracts made, statement of all  loans

from  sixteen th section funds, lieu land funds and other trust funds; a statement of all timber  sales and leases upon

such lands  be longing to  the county; and a recapitulation of all  expenditures according to districts and also the

coun ty as a whole.  The cost for publishing same shall  be paid out of the general fund of the county.  If  any

mem ber of a  board  of sup erv isors or  the  chancery c lerk  sha ll fail , refuse or neglect to comply with provisions of

this  sec tion , he  sha ll, upon conviction, be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall  be fined not more than $500.00 for

each offense.  Additionally, he shall  be liable to a penalty of $500.00 recoverable on his official bond by suit filed

by any county or district  attorney or any interested citizen, upon his official bond.  This section intends to provide

a method of publishing the proceedings of the board of supervisors in addition to that provided by Section 19-3-33.

1980, 333.

Cro ss references--

As to publication of proceedings in more detail,  see §19-3-33.



19-3-37.  Privileges of supervisors.   Each mem ber of the board of supervisors shall , during his term

of office, be exempt from working on the roads, from serving in the m ilitary, and from  jury service.  1942, 2884.

19-3-39.  Supervisors are conservators of the peace.   The members of the bo ard o f supe rvisors

are conservators (gua rdians, protectors) of the peace within their respective counties, and shall  possess all  the

powers as such which belong to, or are conferred on, justices of the peace.  1942, 2885.

19-3-40.  Power of board to adopt, modify, alter, or repeal orders, resolutions or
ordinances not inconsistent with law.

(1) The board o f supervisors of any  coun ty shall have the po we r to adopt any  orders, resolutions or

ordinances with respect to county affairs, property and finances, for which no specific provision has been made

by gen eral law  and  wh ich are  not inconsistent with the M ississippi Constitution, the Mississippi Code of 1972, or

any other statute or law of the State of Mississippi; and any such board sha ll likewise hav e the pow er to alter,

m odify  and repeal such orders,  resolutions or ordinances.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection (2) of this

sec tion, the powers granted to boards of supervisors in this section are complete without the existence of or

refe rences to any  spe cific  au tho rity g ran ted  in any  other sta tute  or law of the S tate o f M ississ ipp i.

Such orders, resolutions or ordinances shall apply countywide except when the governing authorities or

any municipality situated within a county adopt any order, resolution or ordinance g ov ern ing  the same general

subject matter.  In such case the mun icipal order, resolution or ordinance shall govern  within  the  corpo rate  limits

of the municipality.

(2) Th is section shall not authorize the board of supervisors of a county to (a) levy taxes other than

those authorized by statute or increase the levy of any authorized tax beyond statutorily established limits, (b) issue

bonds of any kind, (c) change the requirements, practices or procedures for coun ty elections or establish any new

elect ive office, (d) use any public funds, equipment, supplies or materials for any private purpose, (e) regulate

comm on carrier railroads, (f) grant any donation, or (g) without prior legislative approval,  regulate, directly or

indirectly, the amount of rent charged for leasing private residential property in which the county does not have

a pro perty in terest; un less  suc h actions  are  spe cifically  authorized by another statute or law of the State of

M ississippi.  1988 ex, ch. 14; 1989, 526; 1990, 418.

19-3-41.  Jurisdiction and powers--general enumeration.  

(1) The boards of supervisors shall have within their respective counties full jurisdiction over roads,

ferries and b ridges, excep t as otherwise provided by Section 170 of the Constitution, and all  other matters of

coun ty police.  They sh all have jurisd iction  over the su bject of paup ers.  T hey sh all have power to levy taxes as

may  be necessary to meet the demands of their respective counties, upon such persons and property as are subject

to state taxes for th e tim e being, not exceeding the limits that may be prescribed by law.  They shall cause to be

erected and kept in good repair, in their respective counties, a good and convenient  courthouse and  a jail.  A

courthou se shall be erected and kept in good repair in each judicial district and a jail may be erected in each

judicial district.  They m ay close a jail in either judicial district, at their discretio n, where one jail will suffice.

They sha ll have  the  power, in  the ir disc retion, to  pro hib it or regu late th e sa le an d u se o f firec rackers, ro m an

cand les, torpedoes, skyrockets, and any and all explosives commonly known and referred to as fireworks, outside

the confin es o f m un icipalities .  Th ey  sha ll have  and exercise  suc h fu rthe r po wers a s are  or sha ll be conferred upon

them by law.  They shal l have authority to negotiate with and contract with licensed real estate brokers for the

purpo se of advertising an d sho wing an d pro curing  prosp ective purchasers for cou nty -ow ned real prop erty  offered

for sale in accordance with the provisions of Section 19-7-3.

(2) The board of sup erv isors of  any cou nty , in its d iscre tion , may  contract w ith a private attorney or

priv ate  collection agent or agency to collect any type of delinquent payment owed to the county including, but not

limited to, past due fees and fines, delinquent ad valorem taxes on personal property and delinquent ad valorem

taxes o n m ob ile homes that are entered as personal property on the mob ile home roles.  Any such contract may

provide for paym ent contingen t upon su ccessful collection efforts or paym ent based upon a percentage of the

delinquent amount collected; however, the entire amount of all delinquent paym ents collected shall be remitted

to the  coun ty and  sha ll no t be  reduced  by  any collection costs or  fees. There sh all be due  to the  coun ty from any

person whose delinquent payment is collected pursuant to a contract executed under this sub sec tion  an  am ou nt,

in addition to  the  de linquent paym ent, of not to exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of the delinquent payment for



collections m ade w ithin  this state and not to exceed fifty percent (50%) of the delinquent payment for collections

made outside of this state. How ever, in the case of delinquent fees owed to  the cou nty for garbag e or rubb ish

collection or disposal,  only the amount of the delinquent fees may be collected and no amount in addition to the

de linquent fees may be collected if the board of supervisors of the county has notified the county tax collector

under Sec tion 19 -5-22 for the purpose of prohibiting the issuance of a motor vehicle road and bridge privilege

license tag to the person delinquent in the payment of such fees.  Any private attorney or private collection agent

or agency contrac ting w ith the co un ty und er the p rov ision s of  this sub sec tion  sha ll give bon d o r oth er su rety

paya ble  to the co un ty in  suc h am ou nt as the  board  of sup erv isors de em s su fficient.  A ny  priv ate a ttorney  with

whom  the coun ty contracts unde r the provisions of  this subsection must be a member in good standing of the

M ississ ipp i Bar.  Any private collection agent or agency with whom  the county contracts under the provisions of

this  subsection m ust m eet all licensing requirem ents for doing  business in the S tate of M ississippi.  Neithe r the

coun ty no r any o ffice r or em ployee of the  coun ty sh all be liable,  civilly or criminally, for any wrongful or unlawful

act or omission of any person o r bu sine ss w ith w ho m  the  coun ty has con trac ted  under the  pro visio ns  of th is

subsection.  The M ississippi De partm ent of A udit sha ll establish  rules and regu lation s for use by cou nties in

contracting with persons or businesses under the provisions of this subsection.

(3) In addition to the authority granted under subsection (2) of this section , the boa rd of su perv isors

of any county, in its discretion, may  contract with one or more of the constables of the county to collect delinquent

criminal fines im po sed  in the justice  court o f the  coun ty.  Any such contract shall  provide for payment contingent

upon successful collection efforts and the amount paid to a constable may not exceed twenty-five percent (25%)

of the amount which the constable collects.   The entire amount of all delinquent criminal fines collected under such

a contract shall be remitted by the constable to the clerk of the justice court for deposit into the county general fund

as provided under Section 9-11-19.  Any payments made to a constable pursuant to a contract executed under the

provisions of this section may be paid only after presentation to and approval by the board of supervisors of the

county.

(4) If a county uses its own employees to collect any type of delinquent payment owed to the county,

then from  and a fter Ju ly 1 , 1999 , the  coun ty m ay  charge an  additiona l fee  for th e co llectio n o f the delinquen t

payment provided the payment has been delinquent for ninety (90) days. The collection fee may not exceed fifteen

percent (15%) of the delinquent payment if  the collection is made within this state and may not exceed twenty-five

percent (25%) of the delinquent payment if  the collection is made ou tside  this state.  In conducting collection of

delinquent paym ents, the  coun ty m ay  utilize  credit cards or  elec tron ic fund  transfers. The county may pay any

service fee for the use of such methods of collection from the collection fee, but not from the delinquent paym ent.

(5) In add ition to such  autho rity as is otherw ise gran ted un der this sec tion, the bo ard o f supe rvisors

of any county may expend funds necessary to maintain and repair,  and to purchase liabili ty insurance, tags and

deca ls for,  any personal property acquired under the Federal Excess Personal Program this is used by the local

vo lun teer  fire departm ent.

(6) The board of supervisors of any county , in its discretion, may expend fun ds to provide for

training and education of newly elected or appointed county officials before the beginning of the term of office

or employm ent of such officials. Any expenses incurred for such purposes may be allowed only upon prior

approval of  the board  of sup erv isors. A ny  paym ents or  reim bu rsem ents m ade und er the p rov ision s of  this

subsection m ay be p aid only after presentation to and a pprov al by the bo ard of supe rvisors.

(7) The board o f sup erv isors of  any cou nty  m ay  expend  fun ds  to purchase, m ain tain  and repa ir

equipment for the electronic fil ing and storage of filings, fi les, instruments, documents and records using

m icro film , microfiche, data processing, magnetic tape, optical discs, computers or other electronic process which

correc tly and legibly stores and reproduces or which forms a medium for storage, copying or reproducing

docu m ents, files and records for use by one (1),  all or any co m bination of cou nty offices, emp loyees and officials,

whether appointed or elected.

(8) In addition to the authority granted in this section, the boa rd of supervisors of any county may

exp end  fund s as pro vided  in Sec tion 29 -3-23 (2).

(9) The board of supervisors of any county may perform and exercise any duty, responsibili ty or

function, may enter into agreements and contracts, may provide and deliver any services or assistance, and may

receive, expend and administer any grants, gifts,  matching funds, loans or other monies,  in accordance with and

as m ay be  au tho rized by federal law , rule  or regu lation  creating, e stab lishing, or providing for any program,

activity  or service. The provisions of this paragraph shall not be construed as authorizing any county, the boa rd

of supervisors of any county or any mem ber of a bo ard o f supe rvisors to perfo rm  any fu nc tion  or activ ity that is

specifically prohibited under the laws of this state or as granting any authority  in addition to or in conflict with the



provisions of any federal law, rule or regulation.    1990, 532; 1993, 455; 1995, 550; 1998, 482; 1999, 369, 516;

2000, 515.

Cro ss references--

As to jurisdiction conferred by Constitution, see Miss Const §170.

As to general supervision over public highways, see §65-7-115.

As to inspection of roads, bridges and ferries,  see §65-7-117.

As to tax levy for road and bridge purposes, see §65-15-3.

As to creation of bridge comm ission, see §§65-25-43, et seq.

For authority to establish and license ferries,  see §65-27-1.

As to power to provide homes, farms or asylums for the aged, infirm, or unfortunate,  see Const §262.

As to paupers, generally, see §§43-31-1, et seq.

As to establishment and operation of nursing homes, see §§19-5-31, et seq.

As to power to levy ad valorem taxes, see §27-39-303.

For power to exempt certain property from taxation, see §27-31-101.

As to convicts,  generally, see §§23-5-37, 47-1-19 , et seq.

As to keeping county offenders in municipal jails,  see §47-1-43.

As to zoning plans, see §§17-1-1, et seq.

For authority to provide patrol boats for sheriffs in certain counties,  see §19-25-17.

As to jurisdiction over school lands and funds arising from disposition thereof,  see §29-3-1.

For authority to create a health department, see §41-3-43.

As to county mosquito control comm ission, see §41-27-1.

As to authority to acquire lands for state parks, forests, etc. , see §55-3-13.

For authority to appropriate money for use and benefit of port of entry, see §59-1-31.

As to membership in rivers and harbors comm ission, see §59-1-35.

As to acquiring and maintaining airport, see §61-5-75.

As to authority to appropriate money for suppression of intoxicating liquors or narcotics, see §99-27-37.

As to app rop riations  to aid in  contro l and e rad icatio n o f insect pests, rodents, fire an ts

  and the like, see §69-25-33.



19-3-42.  Maintenance of private roads and driveways used for school bus turnarounds;
public school grounds; driveways and parking lots of nonprofit organizations. 

(1) The board o f supervisors of any county is hereby authorized and empowered, in its discretion,

to grade , grave l or sh ell, repair,  and/or maintain private gravel or shell  roads or driveways to private residences

if such roads or d riveway s are used for school bus turna round s.

(2) Prior to engaging in the wo rk au thorized  in subsection (1 ) of this section, the  boa rd of su perv isors

shall sp read upo n the officia l minu tes o f the  board : 

(a) The written request of the school board for such work;

(b) The written approval of the board of supervisors for such work;

(c) The specific location of the road or driveway to be worked; and

(d) The name of the owner of the road or driveway to be worked.

(3) The written  request of  the  sch oo l board , as requ ired  in su bsection  (2)(a) abo ve , sha ll conta in a

current l ist of all  active school bus turnarounds presently in use by the school district or contemplated for use by

the school district or contemplated for use by the school district for the present school year.   The approval by the

boa rd of supervisors shall  be valid and effective for the period of time that a turnaround is anticipated for use, but

in no  even t for a period  greater than on e (1) ye ar.

(4) In addition to  the  au tho rity g ran ted  in subsection (1) of this section, from and  after October,  1989,

the board of supervisors of any county is further authorized, in its discretion, to maintain public school grounds

of the county and to  grade, grave l, shell or overlay, and /or to maintain grave l, shell, asphalt or concrete roads,

driveways or p ark ing  lots o f pu blic  schools of the county  if, before engag ing in such w ork, the b oard  of sup ervisors

shall spread upon its official minutes the written request of the school board for such work, the written approval

of the board of supervisors for such work and the specific location of the school grounds or road, driveway or

parking lot,  to be worked.

(5) In addition to any other authority granted in th is section, the board o f supervisors  of any  coun ty

is hereby authorized, in its discretion, to repair and maintain driveways and parking lots of : (a) any  nonp rofit

organization in the county which is tax exempt under Section 501(c) of the United States Internal Revenue Code

and which has as one (1) of i ts primary purposes for organization to aid and assist  in the rehabilitation of persons

suffering from drug abuse or drug addiction; and  (b) any  private, no npro fit ceme teries in the county .  The b oard

of sup erv isors of  any cou nty  sha ll not be authorized under the provisions of this sub sec tion  to repa ir or m ain tain

driveways or parking lots located more than one hundred fifty (150) feet from the center of any highway, road or

street under the jurisdiction of the county.  1990, 368.

19-3-43.  Board to provide and designate building for its meetings and sessions of court
when courthouse unavailable.   When there shall not be a courthouse in any county, or the same is undergoing

repairs, or is unfit for use, the board of supervisors may m eet at a con venient p lace  and sh all pro vide an d desig na te

so m e suitable  bu ilding fo r the  ho lding o f court and  m eetings of  the  board .  The expense of providing said building

and fit ting the same shall  be paid for out of the cou nty treasu ry.  If the board shall fail to so p rovide, the she riff

may do so. 1942, 2895.

19-3-44.  Alternate court facilities in counties containing two judicial districts.  The bo ard

of supervisors in any county in which there are two judicial districts may  pro vide alte rna te facilities for th e co urts

of one judicial district when the courthouse of such dis tr ic t  is in  a condition of disrepair due to damage or

construction.  Such alternate facilities may be located in another judicial district of the county and may be located

in the courthouse thereof, but such location is not required.  The several courts of the county may by  ord er duly

entered on the minutes remove the court to  the  altern ate  facility provided  by the bo ard of supe rvisors and no  cause

of action shall be defeated, delayed or otherwise imped ed upon a challenge to the jurisdiction of the  cou rt or a

question of venue which results from such transfer.  This section shall be applicable only for such period as the

cou rt is prevented from sitting in the proper judicial district due to the physical condition of the proper courthouse.

1974, 332.



19-3-47.  Employment of counsel.  
(1) (a) The bo ard of supervisors shall  have the power, in its discretion, to employ counsel by the year

at an annual salary at an  am ou nt that it deem s prop er, not to  exceed the maximum  annual amount authorized by

law for payment to a mem ber of the board.

(b) The board of supervisors shall  have the power, in its discretion, to employ counsel in a ll civil

cases in which the county is interested, including emine nt domain proceedings, and the examination and

certification of title to pro perty the county is acquiring and in criminal cases against a county officer for

malfeasance or dereliction of duty in office, when by the criminal conduct of the officer the co un ty m ay  be  liable

to be affected pecuniarily, with the counsel to conduct the proceeding instead of the district attorney, or in

conjunct ion w ith him, and to pay the counsel out of the county treasury or the road fund that may be involved

reasonable  com pensation, o r if counsel so em ployed is re tained  on  an  annu al basis  as p rov ided in  this subsection,

reasonab le additional com pensa tion for his services.

(c) The board of supervisors shall have the p ow er, in its d iscre tion , to pay  reasonable

compensation to attorneys who m ay be employed by it in the matter of the issuance of bonds and the drafting of

orde rs and re solutions  in con nection therewith.  In no instance shall  the attorney's fee for the services exceed the

following  am ou nts, to  wit:

One percent o f the  first five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000.00) of any one

bond issue; one-half percent of the amount of such issue in excess of five hundred

thousand dollars ($500,000.00) but not more than one m illion d ollars

($1,000,000.00); and one-fourth percent of the amount of the issue in excess of one

m illion  dollars ($1 ,000 ,000 .00).  Th e lim itation s im po sed  in th is pa rag raph sh all

not apply  to any  bond  issue fo r which a  declaration to  issue the bonds has

heretofore been adopted by proper resolution.

(d) This subsection shall  not in anyway amend  or repeal or oth erw ise a ffec t sub sec tion  (2) o f this

sec tion  , bu t this su bsection  sha ll rem ain  in fu ll force an d e ffec t.

(2) The board of supervisors of any county, in addition to the authority hereinbefore conferred upon

it in subsection one (1) of this section , may em ploy  a firm of attorneys to represent i t as its regular attorneys on

the sam e terms, con ditions and com pensa tion as hereinbefore p rovided for em ploym ent of an attorney as its regular

attorney.  How ever, there shall not be both an attorney and a firm of attorneys employed at the same time as the

regular attorney for such board.

(3) In any county having a 1980 federal census population in excess  of one hundred eighteen

thousand (11 8,000 ), and in  which is  located a major refinery for the production of petroleum products and a facility

for the construction of ships for the United States Navy; in any county which is traversed by an interstate highway

and hav ing  a 198 0 federal census po pu lation  in excess  of s ixty -six  thousand (6 6,000 ), and in  which is  located a

comprehensive university operated by the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning and a

National Gu ard training base; in any co unty in w hich is located the State Cap itol and the state's largest

municipality; in any county which is traversed by Interstate Highway 55, United States Highway 51  and United

States Highway 98; and in any county bordering the Gulf of M exico , having a  1980  federa l cen sus po pu lation  in

excess  of o ne  hund red  fifty-seven  thousand (1 57 ,000), and in  which is located a state-owned port;  and in any

coun ty which is traversed by Interstate Highway 20, United Sta tes H ighway  80 , and in  which is lo cated  the  Sta te

Hospital and an interna tional airp ort; a ll of w hich fo regoing c riteria  the  Legisla ture  find s to b e co nd uc ive  to

industrial development requiring the issuance of industrial revenue bonds and w hich coun ties w ou ld gain  benefits

by employment of counsel in the manner authorized by the subsection, the board of supervisors,  as an alternative

to the authority hereinbefore conferred upon it in subsection (1) and (2) of this section may em ploy annually an

attorney as a full-time em ployee o f the county, sub ject to the following  cond itions:

(a) The attorney shall  maintain an office in the county courthouse or other county-owned building and

shall  represent the board of supervisors and all  county agencies responsible to the board.

(b)  Th e atto rney sh all be employed by the board of supervisors in the matter of the issuance of all  bonds

of the  coun ty and the drafting o f resolu tions in con nection therewith, an d sh all rep rese nt the board in  all

state  and federal courts.  Attorney's fees for the services which otherwise would have been paid to an

attorney under paragraph (1)(c) of this section shall be paid into the coun ty genera l fun d and  use d to

defray the salary of  the attorney an d his necessa ry office expen ses.

(c) Durin g h is employment by the county, the  attorney sh all not o therw ise eng age in  the  practice  of c ivil

or criminal law, and  shall not be associated w ith any other attorney or firm o f attorneys;



(d) The board of supervisors shall have the power, in its discretion, to pay the attorney an annual salary

not to exceed the maximum  annual salary authorized by law to be paid to the county judge of that county;

and

(e) The bo ard of supe rvisors m ay  au tho rize , in its d iscre tion , the  em ploym ent of sp ecial co un sel to  assist

the coun sel em ployed pursuant to  this subsection (3) provided that the board shall determine and spread

on its minutes that the employm ent of the special counsel is necessary and in the best interest of the

county and setting forth the duties or responsibili ties assigned to the special counsel.   1995, 341.

19-3-49.  Employment of counsel where there is no elected county prosecuting attorney.

In counties where there is no elected county prosecuting attorney, the board of supervisors may em ploy a

competent attorney  to app ear an d pro secu te in cases  requ iring the serv ices of the county prosecuting attorney.

Contract for attorney's services shall be for the period of the remainder of the term of the board of supervisors and

the sala ry sha ll be  pa id out o f the  general fund .  How ever, the co ntract sh all be void upon the filling of the office

of county prosecuting attorney.  1978, 509.

Cro ss references--

As to election to abolish office of county prosecuting attorney, see §19-21-65.

19-3-51 through 19-3-53.  Power of the board to subpoena witnesses and cite for
contempt; collection of fines imposed by the board.   The board of supervisors shall  have power to

subpoena witnesses in all m atters coming under its jurisdiction and to fine and imprison any person for a contempt

comm itted while they are in session, the fine not to exceed $50.00, and the imprisonment not to extend beyond

the continuance of the term.  In addition, when a fine shall  be imposed upon any person by the  boa rd, the bo ard

shall cause the person to appear at a succeeding meeting to show cause  why the judgment for such fine should not

be  m ade final.  If su fficient cause is  no t sho wn, the judg m ent sha ll be  m ade final, with costs, and  the clerk  sha ll

issue a ca pias pro fin em  (free  translation:  that you take for the fine) therefor, as in fines in circuit  court.   The

board, for good cause, may set the fine aside, upon paym ent of costs.  The clerk and the sheriff shall be entitled

to like fees,  for services, as upon similar matters in the circuit  court.   1942, 2881, 2882.

19-3-55.  Elections for county purposes may be ordered by petition of qualified electors.

The board of supervisors shall , upon the fil ing of a petit ion touching any matter affecting the entire county and

over which it  has jurisdiction, signed by 25%  of the qualified electors of the county, either pass an order putting

said  proposition in force and effect immediately or submit the same to a vote of the qualified electors of the county.

...  If the election results favorably, the board shall put the proposition into  effect, but if the p rop osition  is defeated

no other election shall be held on the sam e su bject w ithin  12  m on ths.  This section does not apply to the creation

of taxing districts.  1922, 290.

Cro ss references--

As to e lectio n to  appro ve  issuance  of cou nty  bond s, see §§1 9-9 -11 , et seq.

19-3-59.  Appropriation of county funds.   The board of supervisors shall direct the appropriation

of m on ey  tha t may  com e in to the co un ty treasu ry, b ut sh all not appropriate the same to an object not authorized

by law.  1942, 2941.

Cro ss references--

As to penalty for receiving unauthorized appropriations, see §19-13-35.

As to liability of supervisors for i llegal appropriations, see §19-13-37.

As to p repara tion  of cou nty  budg et, genera lly, see §§1 9-1 1-1 , et seq.

As to donations for certain patriotic and charitable uses, see §19-5-93.

As to appropriations from county advertising fund, see §19-9-103.

19-3-61.  Employment of comptroller or bookkeeper.  The b oard  of sup ervisors  may em ploy

and com pensate a t leas t one qualified  ind ividua l who  sha ll serve as comptroller or bookkeeper for funds received,



expended or handled by the board.  The board may also employ and com pensate such clerical assistance as the

comp troller or bookkeeper may require to effectively discharge the duties imposed by this act,  such compensation

to be paid from the general fund, road funds or other available funds of such county.  1974, 502; 1986, 351.

19-3-63.  Vacations and sick leave for county employees.  

(1) The board of supervisors of each county by resolution adopted and placed on its minutes may

establish a policy of sick leave and vacation tim e fo r em ployees o f the  coun ty not inconsisten t with the state laws

regarding o ffice hours and h olidays.

(2) Notw ithstand ing the provisions of subsection (1) of this section, each elected official of the

county, other than a mem ber of the board of supervisors, who is authorized by law to employ, may, by written

policy filed with the clerk of the board of supervisors, establish a policy of sick leave and vacation tim e fo r his

employees wh ich m ay b e inconsistent w ith the po licy established by  the bo ard o f supe rvisors but which shall  not

be incon sisten t with the sta te laws regarding office hours and holidays.  If  such elected official fails to adopt and

file such  a po licy with the clerk  of the board of supervisors, the policy adopted by the board of supervisors for sick

leave and vacation time for county employees shall  apply to employees for such elected official. 1990, 313.

Cro ss references--

As to legal holidays, see §3-3-7.

Sick leave and vacations for salaried state employees, see §§25-3-63, 25-3-65.

19-3-65.  Membership in national and state organizations of governmental officials.

Required fees and  dues for membership may be paid from the general fund for mem bership in the National

Association of County Officials and the Mississippi Association of Supervisors.  1976, 384.

19-3-67.  Traveling expenses of supervisors.  

(1) W hen any mem ber of any board of supervisors shall be required to travel ou tside  of h is co un ty

but within the state of Mississippi in the performance of his official duties, such member shall  receive as expenses

of such travel the same mileage and actual and necessary expenses for food, lodging and travel by public carrier

or priv ate  motor vehicles as is allowed state officers and employees pursuant to the provisions of Section 25-3-41,

M ississippi Code of 1972.  Provided, however, mileage shall not be authorized when such travel is done by a

motor vehicle owned by the county.

(2) W hen any m em ber o f any  boa rd of su perv isors shall  be required to travel outside of the state of

M ississ ipp i in the perfo rm ance of h is officia l du ties, su ch  m em ber shall receive as expenses of such travel the same

mileage and actual an d necessary  expenses fo r foo d, lodg ing  and trave l by  public  carrier or private motor vehicles

as is allowed  state officers and employees pursuant to the provisions of Section 25-3-41, Mississippi Code of 1972.

Provided, however, such travel must receive the prior approval of the board before it is undertaken, and such

approval shall  be spread upon the minutes of the board.

(3) Except as he reinafter provided with respect to mileage, no expenses shall be authorized or

approved by any board of supervisors for travel by the mem ber of such board travel within the cou nty o f such

board. W ith respect to mileage, when travel within the county by a membe r of s uc h b oa rd is  done by a motor

vehic le owned by the county, mileage shall not be authorized; however, when any m ember of such board does not

have a county-owned motor vehicle regularly assigned to him for his  use or when a county-owned vehicle is not

otherw ise available for his u se a t the  time w hen trave l is necessary, and  he  is required to  travel w ithin  the  coun ty

in the perfo rm ance of h is officia l du ties u sing  his  private motor vehicle,  then he may be reimbursed for mileage

in the same manner as provided in Section 25-3-41, M ississippi Code of 1972.

(4) Itemized expense accounts shall be submitted by the mem ber on forms prescribed by the Auditor

of Public Accounts for reimbu rsement of expenses for state officers and emp loyees in such num bers as the  coun ty

may  require.  No expenses au tho rized th is section sh all be reimbu rsed unless the expenses have been authorized

or appro ved by a  vo te of a m ajority o f the  m em bers of the  board  du ly made and spread upon the minutes of such

board.

(5) Expenses au thorized in  this sec tion  sha ll be  publish ed  by  the  board  of sup erv isors in a newspaper

of general circulation published in the county, and if no such newspap er is published in the county, then in a

newspaper pub lished elsew here  in the state which has a general c ircu lation  in su ch  coun ty.  The  publication sh all

be a detailed accoun ting of the expen ses authorized to eac h m em ber of the board.  The co st of publishing such



expe nse accounts shall be paid by the county pursuant to the provisions of Section 19-3-35.  1977, 461; 1984, 432;

1996, 456.

19-3-68. Supervisors and county employees authorized to use credit cards to pay travel
expenses.  The board of supervisors of any county may acquire one or more credit cards which may be used by

m em bers  of the board of supervisors and county employees to pay expenses incurre d by them  when trave ling  in

or out of the  state in the pe rform ance of their off icial d uties. The  chancery c lerk  or cou nty  pu rchase  clerk sh all

maintain comp lete records of all credit card numbers and all receipts and other documents relating to the use of

such credit cards. The supervisors and county employees shall furnish receipts for the use of such credit cards each

m on th to the chancery clerk or purchase clerk who shall  submit a written report monthly to the board of

supervisors. The report shall include an itemized list  of all  expenditures and use of the credit cards for the month,

and suc h exp enditu res m ay  be  allowed  for p aym ent by  the  coun ty in the same manner as other items on the  claim s

do cket. The issuance of a credit card to a supervisor or county employee under the provisions of this section does

not autho rize the superv isor or county employee to use the credit card to make any expenditure that is not

otherw ise authorized by law. Any supervisor or county employee who uses the cred it card to m ake  an ex pen diture

that is not approved for paym ent by  the  board  sha ll be personally liable for the exp enditure and  shall reim burse

the county .  2001, 511; effective from  and  after passage (ap prov ed M arch 2 9, 2001).

19-3-69.  Authority to contract for professional services.   The board of supervisors  of each

coun ty m ay , in its d iscre tion , contract w ith certain professionals when the board determines that such professional

services are necessary and in the best interest of the county.

The board of supervisors shall spread upon its minutes its finding  that the pro fessiona l services are

necessary and in the best interest of the county.  The contract for professional services shall be approved by the

attorney for the board  of supervisors and m ade a p art of the minutes.

A professional within the meaning of this section shall  be limited to:

(a) Attorneys at law, adm itted to practice law in this state by the State Board of Bar Ad m issions;

(b) Accountants, certified by the State Board of Public Accountancy;

(c) Architects, licensed by the State Board of Architecture;

(d) Eng ineers, registered by  the State Boa rd of Registration for Professiona l Engineers;

(e) Physicians, licensed by the State Board of Medical Licensure;

(f) Ap praisers, licensed by the Mississippi Real Estate Comm ission or as otherwise provided by law;

(g) Real estate brokers, l icensed by the M ississippi Real Estate Com mission;

(h) In the  sale  of p erso na l pro perty p ursuant to  the  pro visio ns  of S ection  19 -7-5 , auctioneers who

meet standards established by the State Department of Audit.  1990, 532.

19-3-71. Appointment of county fire coordinator.  The bo ard o f supe rvisors in each cou nty  sha ll

appoint a county fire coordinator,  and may comp ensate him from  any  availab le county fun ds.  Th e cou nty fire

coordinator shall  serve as a liaison between the Commissioner of Insurance and local governments and sha ll be

a fire fighter who  is a m em ber of a  fire c rew  of a  vo lun teer  or m un icipal fire  departm ent serv ing  any fire  distric t,

coun ty or municipality.  The director of local organization for emergency m anagement serving the county may

be such coordinator if he is a fire fighter as described in this section.  1989, 329.

Cro ss references--

Authorization for the board of supervisors of any county and the governing

body of any  m un icipality to  contribute  fun ds  directly  to any  fire p rotection d istrict o r vo lunteer fire

department serv ing  the  coun ty o r m un icipality to  m eet any  standa rd established by the comm issioner of

insurance as provided in this section, see §83-1-39.

19-3-73. Authority of county to maintain real property owned or leased by fire protection
district.  In addition to the maintenance authority granted in Section 83-1-39, M ississippi Code of 19 72, the  boa rd



of supervisors of any coun ty is h ereby  au tho rized and  em po wered, in  its discretion, to grade, gravel, shell  and/or

m ain tain  real property, including roads or driveways thereof,  owned by a municipal fire protection district or

coun ty fire protection district,  or leased for a term of not less than twenty (20) years  by a municipal fire protection

district or a co unty  fire protection district , as necessary for the effective and safe operation of such district .  Any

action taken by the board of supervisors under the authority of this section shall  be spread upon the minutes of the

board of supervisors when the work is authorized.  1988, 596.

19-3-75. Maintenance of roads or driveways to public cemeteries.  The bo ard o f supe rvisors

of any cou nty  is he reby authorized  and em po wered, in  its disc retion, to  grade , grave l or sh ell an d/o r to repa ir and

maintain roads or driveways to public cemeteries.   1988, 493.

19-3-77.  Programs of professional education for county purchase clerks, receiving
clerks, inventory control clerks, and members of county boards of supervisors.

(1) There are hereby established programs of professional education for c ou nty  purcha se clerks,

receiving clerks and inventory control clerks.  The programs shall be offered at lease every four (4) years at the

beginning of terms of office for county elected officials and at o ther times w hen the S tate Auditor has been notified

by a board of supervisors that a vacancy in the position of purchase clerk, receiving clerk or inventory control clerk

has been  filled  with an uncertified appointee.  Th e cu rricu lum  for each p rog ram  sha ll be  design ed  by  the  Sta te

Auditor.  P ro gram  ad m inistration, coordination, delivery and attendance verification shall  be conducted by the

Com munity Developm ent Department of the Mississippi Cooperative Extension Service.  The professional

education programs offered at the be gin nin g of terms of office shall  be scheduled in each planning and

development distric t; pro vided , however, the C om m un ity D evelopm ent Departm ent may  sch edule  a prog ram  in

one geographical area encomp assing several planning and development districts rather than sch eduling se parate

p ro gram s in each planning and development district within that geog raphical area .  Pa rticipan ts w ho  suc cessfu lly

com ple te a program shall be certified by the State Auditor and shall  display the certificate awarded in a prominent

pub lic place within their offices.

Any  participant who travels outside the county of his employment to attend a professional education

program shall receive  as reim burse m ent of the  exp ense  of such trave l the sam e m ileage an d actual and  nece ssary

expenses for fo od , lodging and  travel as  allowed  state  officers and employees pursuant to Section 25-3-41,

M ississippi Code of 1972; however mileage shall not be allowed w hen travel is by motor vehicle owned by the

county.

All or any part of the expense of a professional education program may be defrayed by the imposition of

fees in a  reasonable  am ou nt estab lished by the State Au ditor.  An y fees im posed to d efray expe nses o f a

professional edu cation program  shall be paid by  the coun ty for participants.

(2) There is hereby established a prog ram  of p rofe ssiona l education fo r m em bers of coun ty boards

of supervisors.  The program shall be offered at the beginning of each term of office for members of the boards

of supervisors and may be offered more frequently at the discretion of the Com mittee on Supervisor Education.

The curricu lum  of the p rog ram  sha ll be  design ed  by  the  Com m ittee o n S up erv isor Education, which shall be

com posed  of the following m em bers:

(a) Two (2) mem bers from the State Department of Audit designed by  the  Sta te

Auditor;

(b) Two (2) mem bers from the Mississippi Association of Supervisors designed by the

executive director of the association;

(c) One (1) member from the Mississippi Cooperative Extension Service designed by

the director of the service;

(d) One (1) m em ber from  the  Stenn is Institute  of G ov ernm ent at M ississ ipp i Sta te

University designated by the director of the institute;

(e) One (1) m em ber from  the  Jud icial Co llege of the University of M ississippi

designated by the director of the judicial college;

(f) O ne (1) member from the Public Policy and Adm inistration Program at Jackson

Sta te University designated by the Chairman of the Departmen t of Political

Science.

Program adm inistra tion , coord ina tion, delivery and attendance verification shall  be conducted by the

Com mun ity Development Department of the M ississippi Cooperative Extension Service in cooperation with the



M ississ ipp i Asso ciation of Supervisors.  All or any part of the expense of the supervisor education program m ay

be defrayed by the imposition of fees established by the Comm ittee on Supervisor Education.

The primary resources for the supervisor education program shall be the State Department of Audit, the

Sta te Attorney General, the Judicial College of the University  of M ississ ipp i, the S tennis  Institute of Government

at M ississ ipp i Sta te U niv ersity,  the Public Policy and Administration Program at Jackson State University, the

M ississ ipp i Research and Development Center or i ts successor, and any other federal, state,  local or university

entities having  expertise in specific topical areas.

Any  fees imposed to defray expenses of the supervisor education program shall be paid by the county for

m em bers  of the board of supervisors of such county enrolled in the program; and, additionally, when any

supervisor trave ls ou tside  of h is co un ty to  attend a school,  seminar or workshop approved by the Com mittee on

Supervisor Education, he shall receive as reimbu rsement of expenses of such travel the same m ileage and actual

and nece ssary  expenses fo r foo d, lodg ing  and trave l by  public  car rier o r priv ate m oto r vehic les as is allowed  state

officers and em ployees p ursuant to  the provisions of Section 25-3-41; however, mileage shall not be authorized

when such travel is done by a motor vehicles owned by the county.  1988 Ex Sess, 14; 1993, 595.

19-3-79.  Board of supervisors gaming duties outlined.

19-3-81. Power of board to authorize sheriff to operate inmate canteen facilities; inmate
canteen fund.

(1) (a) The bo ard of supervisors of any county is hereby authorized and empowered, in its discretion,

to allow the sheriff of such county to operate a facility or facilities to be known as an inmate canteen facility or

facilities, the  pu rpo se o f which is to  make available certain goods and other items of value for purchase by inmates

confined in the coun ty jail of such co unty, em ployees o f the county jail and persons visiting inm ates or em ployees.

The sheriff of such county shall  promulgate rules and regulations for the operation of such a facility.

(b) If the board of supervisors of any county authorizes the sheriff of such county to operate such

a facility or fac ili ties as provided in subsection (1) of this section, any funds which may be derived from the

operation of an inmate canteen facility or facilities shall be deposited into  a sp ecial fund  in the co un ty treasu ry to

be designated as the "Inmate Canteen Fund."  Any monies in the special fund may be expended solely by  the

sheriff of the county to purchase equipment and supplies and to provide for maintenance of the equipment

purchased for the benefit and w elfare of the inmates incarcerated in the co unty jail.  The term  "supp lies" shall  not

include sup plies related to the person al hygiene o f inmates.

(2) In lieu of the authority to operate an inmate canteen facili ty under subsection (1) of this section, the

boa rd of supervisors of any county, in its discretion, may authorize the sheriff to contract with a private company

for the provision of commissary services to inmates of the county jail. M oney collected from o r on behalf of an

inm ate for th e purchase o f com m issary item s shall be deposited  to the credit of the inmate into a spe cial fu nd  in

the county treasury to be designated as the “Inmate Comm issary Trust Fund.” Money in the special fund may be

expended upon requisition by the sheriff for the purchase and delivery of prepackaged items from the company

with which the sheriff has contracted. The sheriff shall adopt rules and regulations for the letting of contracts for

com m issary services, the collection and distribution o f com m issary items to inmates, and the items that inmates

may purchase through comm issary services contracts.  1990, 359; 1993, 434; 1997, 333.

19-3-85.  Authority of board to dispose of lost, stolen, abandoned or misplaced personal
property.

The board o f supervisors of any  coun ty, upon the rece ipt of recovery of an y lost, stolen, abandoned or

misplaced personal pro perty by the sheriff or other law enforcement officers of the county, shall cause to be

posted, in three (3) public places in the co un ty, notice that su ch  pro perty has been received or recovered.  Such

notice shall  contain an accurate and detailed description of such property and, if the board of supervisors is advised

as to who ow ns the property, a copy of the notice shall  be mailed to such person or persons in addition to being

posted as  requ ired  in th is section.  Th e ow ner m ay recover the property by filing a claim with the board of

supervisors  and establish ing his right to the property.  The board may require bond of the person claiming the

pro perty before  de livering  it to him .  Parties having adverse claims to the property may  proceed according to law.

If no person claims the property within one hundred twenty (120) days from the date the notice is given,

the board  of sup erv isors shall cau se th e prop erty  to be so ld a t public  auction to  the highest bidder for cash after

first posting notice of the sale in three (3) public places in the county at least ten (10) day s befo re the date of the



sale.  The notice shall  contain a detailed and acc ura te desc ription o f the  pro perty to  be  sold  and sh all be addressed

to the unk no wn owners or oth er perso ns  intereste d in  the  pro perty to  be sold.  The notice shall  also set forth the

date, time and place the sale is to be conducted and shall designate the sheriff to make the sale.

How ever, lost, stolen, abandoned or misplaced motor vehicles and bicyc les m ay  be  sold  in the mann er

provided in the preceding paragraph after the expiration of ninety (90) days from their receipt or recovery by law

enforcement officers of the county.

The sheriff, promptly upon completion of the sale, shall deliver to the chancery clerk a copy of the notice

authorizing the sale,  a list  of the  pro perty sold , the  am ou nt paid  for each item, the person to whom  each item w as

sold, and a ll monies received from such sale.   The clerk then shall  deposit  the monies into the county treasury and

the proceeds of the sa le shall be first app lied to the necessary costs and expenses of the sale, with the remainder

to be credited to the special supp lemental budget of the sheriff to be expended by the sheriff for any law

enforcement purpose upon approval of the board of supervisors.   The chancery clerk shall  fi le the information

concerning the sale am ong  the othe r records of his office .  If, within  ninety (90) days after the date of the sale,  any

person claims to be the owner of the pro perty sold , the  board , upon  satisfac tory  pro of o f ow nersh ip, sh all pay  to

such person the amount for which the property was sold, and the board may require of such person a bond in such

cases as the board deems advisable.  No action shall  be maintained against the county or  any of i ts officers or

employees or the purchaser a t the  sale  for any property sold or the proceeds therefrom after the  expira tion  of n ine ty

(90) days from the date of the sales as authorized in this section.  2002, 502.

COUNTY COOPERATIVE SERVICE DISTRICT

19-3-105. Board of Commissioners.
(1) The pow ers of a district  shall  be vested in and exercised by a board of commissioners consisting

of not less than one (1) not more than five (5) members appointed by the board of supervisors of each participating

county.  Each  com m issioner shall be  either a  m em ber of th e board o f supervisors  or an e lecte d m un icipal officia l.

Each comm issioner shall be appointed and hold office for a term concurrent with the appointing authority.  Any

vacancy occurring on the board shall be fil led by the appointing authority at a regular meeting of the board of

supervisors, an d un exp ired term s shall be filled for the  rem ainde r of the term .

(2) Each com m issioner shall tak e an d su bscribe to  the  oa th o f off ice p resc ribed in  Se ction 268,

M ississippi Con stitution o f 18 90 , before  the  clerk o f the  appo inting board o f supervisors  tha t he  will faithfully

discharge the duties of the  office of com m issioner, which oath  sha ll be filed with the clerk and by him preserved.

(3) The com m issioners  so appointed and qualified may be com pensated for their services for each

meeting of the bo ard of commissioners attended, either regular or special, at the per diem established in Section

25-3-69, M ississippi Code of 1972, and sha ll be  reim bu rsed  for a ll expenses n ecessarily  incurred in the discharge

of their official duties as provided for state officers and employees in Section 25-33-41, Mississippi Code of 1972.

(4) The board of comm issioners may appo int an executive comm ittee, to be composed of not less than

one (1) comm issioner  from each participating county, with a chairman to be designated by the board of

com m issioners.  The executive comm ittee is empow ered to execute all  powers vested in the full  board of

comm issioners during the interim of the meetings of the board.  A m ajority, plus one (1),  of the mem bers of the

executive comm ittee shall  be a quorum for the transaction of business.  1990, 556.

Cro ss references--

Authority of district to issue revenue bonds, see §19-3-106.

CHAPTER 4.  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR

19-4-1.  Employment, qualifications and general duties.
[With regard to any county which is exempt from the provisions of Section 19-2-3, this
section shall read as follows:]    

The board  of sup erv isors of  any cou nty  is au tho rized, in  its disc retion, to  em ploy a  coun ty adm inistrator.

The person employed as county administrator shall hold at least a bachelor's degree from an accredited college

or un iversity a nd  sha ll have  know ledgeab le ex perience  in any of  the following fields:  work projection, budget

planning, accounting, purchasing, cost control,  personnel management and road construction procedures.  Such



adm inistrator, under the policies determined by the board of supervisors and subject to said board's general

supervision and con trol, sh all ad m iniste r all county affairs falling under the control of the board and carry out the

general policies of the board in conformity with the estimates of expenditures fixed in the annual budget as fin ally

adopted by the board or as thereafter revised by appropriate action of the board.

[With regard to any county which is required to operate on a countywide system of road
administration as described in Section 19-2-3, this section shall read as follows:]  

The board of supervisors of each county shall  appoint some person other than  a m em ber o f such  boa rd

to serve a s cou nty ad m inistrator.  The b oard  of sup ervisors  may appo int the chancery clerk of the county as coun ty

administrator if the chancery clerk agrees to serve as county administrator, or the board may app oint as county

administrator some other person who has knowledgeable experience  in any  of the follow ing fields:  w ork

projection, budget planning, acco unting , purch asing , cost con trol or perso nne l manag em ent.  If the cha nce ry clerk

is appointed to serve as cou nty ad m inistrator, the boa rd of superv isors, with the  app rova l of the chancery clerk,

may  appoint the chancery clerk also to serve as the county purchase clerk, an assistant purchase clerk, the

inventory  control clerk or any com bination of such  positions, but no cha ncery clerk w ho serve s as  county

administrator shall also serve as the county road manager or a receiving clerk or an assistant receiving clerk for

the cou nty.  If som e perso n other than  the chancery clerk  is appo inted to se rve as c oun ty adm inistrator, the boa rd

of supervisors m ay app oint such pe rson also to serve as (a) inventory control clerk; (b) inventory control clerk and

coun ty road  m anager; or (c) inv entory  con trol clerk and county purchase clerk; but such person shall not serve as

both county administrator and as a receiving clerk or an assistant receiving clerk for the county.

Notwithstanding any provisions of this section to the contrary, in any county having a pop ulation of less

than three thousand (3,000) according to  the latest federal decennial census, the board of supervisors,  with the

approval of the ch ancery c lerk , may  appo int the ch ancery c lerk  also  to se rve  as the co un ty adm inistra tor, the

coun ty pu rchase  clerk, an assistant p urchase clerk, the receiving clerk, and assistant receiving clerk, and the

inventory co ntrol clerk, or any com bination of such  positions.

The county administrator, under the policies determined by the board of supervisors and subject to the

bo ard's  general su pervis ion  and con trol, sh all ad m inistra tor a ll coun ty affairs falling und er the co ntrol of the b oard

and carry out the general polic ies o f the  board  in conformity with the estimates of expenditures fixed in the annual

budget as finally adopted by the board or as thereafter revised by appropriate action of the board.

The boards of superviso rs of at lea st two (2 ) bu t no  m ore  than fiv e (5 ) coun ties m ay , by  agreem ent,

execute  under the Interlocal Cooperation Act of 1974, employ the same person to serve  them  as a  coun ty

adm inistrator; however, a chancery clerk may not be appointed to serve as administrator for more than one (1)

county nor for any county other than the county for which he serves as chancery clerk.

The State Auditor shall prescribe a course of continuing education for county administrators to keep them

kn ow ledgeab le about their duties and responsibilities with respect to adm iniste ring  the  affa irs of the  coun ty.  A t

least one (1) training session shall  be held annually. 1988 Ex Sess, 14, §6.

Cro ss references--

Application of th is section to  the  pro hib ition  against a coun ty employee holding more than one position

as purchase clerk, receiving clerk, or inventory control clerk, see §31-7-118.

19-4-3.  Terms of employment--compensation.
[With regard to any county which is exempt from the provisions of Section 19-2-3, this
section shall read as follows:]

 Th e co un ty adm inistra tor sha ll ho ld o ffice  at the  pleasu re o f the  board  of sup erv isors. ...  He shall be p aid a salary

to be fixed by the board .. . which may b e paid from the general county fund or from the proceeds of any tax levied

by the bo ard o f supe rvisors for the support and m ain tenance  of any  un it of cou nty  governm ent, excluding sc ho ols

and hospitals, o r from  any fu nd s w hich m ay  be  availab le to  defray  the  financ ial ad m inistra tion  expenses o f coun ty

go vernm ent.  The board shall provide travel and transportation expense and other office expenses as are needed

in the  perform ance of the duties of  the  office.  Said  travel an d transpo rtation exp ense sha ll be paid on itemized

vo uchers in  acc ord ance  with the prov ision s of  Section 25-3 -41 , Co de  of 1 97 2.  

[With regard to any county which is required to operate on a countywide system of road
administration as described in Section 19-2-3, this section shall read as follows:]  The person

appointed as county administrator under Section 19-4-1 shall serve at the will  and pleasure of the board of



supervisors  and may be removed from such position by a majority vote of the board.  The compensation of the

coun ty administrator shall be fixed by the board of supervisors and may be paid from the county general fund or

from  any funds which may be available to defray the financial administration expenses of coun ty gov ernm ent.

Any  chancery clerk who agrees to also serve as county administrator may be paid, in addition to such

compensation as he is otherw ise entitled to receive by law , suc h add itional co m pensation as the  board  deem s him

to be entitled comm ensurate with the additional du ties he perfo rm s as  coun ty adm inistra tor.  T he  board  sha ll

provide travel an d transpo rtation exp ense and  other o ffice  expenses a s are  needed  in the performance of the duties

of the  office o f coun ty adm inistra tor.  Said travel and transpo rtation exp ense  shall be p aid on  itemized vo uch ers

in accordance with the provisions of Section 25-3-41, M ississippi Code of 1972.  1988 Ex Sess, 14, §7.

19-4-5.  Establishment of administration policies by board.   The board .. . by action spread upon

the minutes, shall  establish the general policies to be followed  in the ad m inistra tion  of the co un ty and  the  coun ty

administrator so employed shall have such duties and responsibilities as set forth in Sections 19-4-1 through 19-4-

9.  1974, 486.

19-4-7.  Duties and responsibilities.  The b oard  of sup ervisors may delegate and assign to the

coun ty administrator the  du ties and  resp on sibilities en um erated  in th is section, in  who le or in part, and such other

duties ... as said b oard  may determine, not contrary to law and not already assigned by law to  som e othe r officer.

(Duties are listed for b oth  beat an d unit cou nties. The  lists are  lengthy and  com prehensive  and a re not se t forth  in

this digest.   See code.) 1988 Ex Sess, 14, §8.

19-4-9.  Oath and bond.   The county administrator shall  take the official oath of office and shall give

bond to the board  of sup erv isors, w ith su fficient su rety , to be payable, conditioned and approved as provided by

law, in a penalty equal to three percent (3 % ) of th e su m  of a ll the s tate  and county taxes shown by the assessment

rolls  and the levies to have been collectible in the county for the year immediately preceding the comm encement

of the  term  of o ffice  for such adm inistra tor; however, such bond shall not exceed the amount of One Hundred

Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00).  The bond prem iums shall be paid from the county general fund or other

available funds of the county.  1991, 604.

CHAPTER 5.  HEALTH, SAFETY AND PUBLIC WELFARE

19-5-1.  Examination of county jail.  At least ann ually, and as o ften as it  may think proper, the

board  of supervisors, or a com petent person  authorized b y the board of supe rvisors, sha ll exam ine  into  the  state

and  con dition of the  jail, in regard  to its safety, sufficiency an d acco m m odation o f the prisoners, and fro m  time

to time tak e su ch  legal m easures a s m ay  best tend to  secure the prisone rs against escape, sickness and infection,

and have  the  jail cleansed  If it sha ll appe ar from such examination that the sheriff has neglected his duty in the

manner of keeping the jail , or keeping and furnishing the prisoners, the board shall fine him, as for a co ntem pt,

in any sum not exceeding $100.00.  The board of sup erv isors shall not authorize the sh eriff o r any m em ber of h is

department to make the inspections required by this section. 1942, 2913; 1986, 315.

Cro ss references--

As to inspection of jail by grand jury, see §13-5-55.

As to duty of county auditor to keep account of jail,  see §19-17-3.

19-5-3.  Purchase and upkeep of law enforcement dogs.  The board o f supervisors  ... is

authorized and em pow ered to purch ase and  keep o n han d, for the use of the sh eriff, hounds of the best breeding

and training.  The board shall pay for the purchase and maintenance of such hounds out of the general county fund.

W hen hounds are not purchased the board may allow the sheriff a reaso nable  am ou nt fo r hire  of h ou nd s in

attempting the capture of criminals charged with capital crimes.  The board is also authorized to purchase "by

negotiation or otherwise," any breed of dogs suitable for law enforcement and pay for same out of gen eral funds.

1962, 244.

19-5-5.  Acquisition and operation of radio stations for law enforcement.   The board of



supervisors  may pu rchase necessary and suitable equipmen t required to install a complete radio base  station,

including mobile units to be installed in cars and motor boats,  and to m ain tain  the  sam e.  The  rad io sta tion  is to

be opera ted  by  the  she riff.  A ll  of the expenses in ciden t thereto  sha ll be  bo rne  by  any ava ilable fund s of  said

coun ties, inc lud ing  its general fund .  Radio equipment may be purchased without competitive bids, prov ided sa id

price does not exceed $5 00 .00 .  Two  or more counties may cooperate, and counties and municipalities may

cooperate, in such purchasing and maintaining of radio stations.  1964, 279.

Cro ss references--

As to purchase of radio equipment for county patrolmen, see §45-7-25.

19-5-7.  Employment of school crossing guards.   The board of supervisors of (a) any cou nty  in

this  state having a population in excess of two hundred fifty thousand (250,000) according to the 1990 federal

census, and an assessed valuation in excess of Three Hundred Million Dollars ($300,000,000.00) as shown by the

last completed assessment for taxation, and (b) any county in this state having a population of at least thirty-eight

thousand (38,000), according to the latest federal decennial census, having one (1) completely constructed highway

bridge and an  additional highw ay bridge  at least fifty percen t (50% ) constructed w hich cross  the Mississippi River

resulting in a high volume of vehicular traffic  in the co un ty, and  which has o nly  one (1 ) pu blic  sch oo l distric t in

the coun ty, shall be autho rized, in its discretion, to emp loy scho ol crossing guards.

The board of supervisors of the county described in “(a)” above may pay each of the guards employed

by it a monthly amount to be es tab lished by the board o f supervisors , and the board o f supervisors  of the co un ty

described in “(b)”  above m ay  pay each o f the  guards em ployed by it an  am ou nt not to  exceed  Th ree  Hun dred F ifty

Dollars ($350.00) per month. Any such board may purchase and furnish the school crossing guards with su itable

uniform s.

The board of supervisors of any county which em ploys  sch oo l crossing guards  under the  au tho rity o f this

section shall  annually spread upon its official minutes the total number of school crossing guards employed by the

county, including the  nam es o f and com pensation paid  to each of such school crossing guards. 1987, 501; 1999,

319.

19-5-9.  Adoption of building and other related codes.  Detailed provisions are contained in th is

section for the adoption of building and other related codes.  Elections on the matter are provided for.   After any

such code shall take effect the board of supervisors is authorized to employ such directors and other personnel as

the boa rd m ay d eem  nece ssary  and to exp end genera l coun ty fu nd s or  any o ther fun ds  availab le to  the  board  to

fulfil l the purposes of this section.  1974, 530; 2000, 590; 2001, 587.

19-5-11.  Compensation for destruction of certain diseased livestock.   The board of

supervisors  may pay the owner compensation not exceeding the value of any farcied or glandered (usually fatal

diseases of cattle--Ed.) stock killed heretofore by the sheriff under the provisions of law.  1906, 122.

Cro ss references--

As to how claims for damage for death or injury of l ivestock shall  be

proved and paid, see §19-13-49.

19-5-13.  Compensation for cattle killed or injured in dipping process.  Any person in any

coun ty sha ll be  en titled to  recov er fro m  said  coun ty reaso nable  com pensation fo r any livesto ck  ow ned by sa id

person that may be killed or permanently injured in the process of dipping or as a result  of such dipping for the

eradication of the cattle tick, where such dipping was  don e un der the  supe rvision o f the board of supervisors or

the livestock sanitary board (now the board of animal health).   1917, 38.

19-5-15.  Establishment of common graves for livestock dying as result of epidemic.

Boards of supervisors are authorized to use the road equipment of the counties to  dig graves for the burying of

livestock which shall have died as a result of an epidemic, whenever any licensed veterinarian shall  certify to the

board or any mem ber thereof that there is an epidemic among the livestock of the county.  1964, 222.



19-5-17.  Establishment and maintenance of rubbish and garbage disposal systems.  After

Decem ber 31 , 1992 , the  board  of sup erv isors of  any cou nty  in the state shall  provide for the collection and disposal

of garbage and the disposal of rubbish, and for that purpose is required to establish, operate and maintain a garbage

and/or rub bish  disp osal system or systems; to acquire property, real or personal, by contract, gift or purchase,

necessary  or proper for the maintenance and operation of such system; to make all  necessary rules and regulations

for the  co llectio n and  disp osal of ga rbage  and/o r rub bish  and, if it so desires, to establish, maintain and collect

rates, fees and charges for collecting and  disp osing  of such garbage an d/o r rub bish ; and, in  its discretion, to enter

into  contracts, in the manner required by law, .. . for the establishment, operation and maintenance of a garbage

and rubbish disposal system or systems, and/or to enter into contracts on such terms as the bo ard o f supe rvisors

thinks pro per w ith any  m un icipality, o ther coun ty o r reg ion , enab ling  the  coun ty to  use jointly with such

municipality, other cou nty  or region any  co llectio n sy stem . ...   The bo ard of supervisors shall designate by order

the area to be served by the system.  All persons in the county generating garbage sha ll util ize a garbage collection

and disposal system.  How ever, this provision shall not prohibit  any person from m anaging solid waste generated

by su ch p erson  in any  m unicipal solid w aste m anagem ent facility ow ned  by the  gen erator.

... the  board  of sup erv isors of  suc h cou nty  have  the  au tho rity to  initiate a  civ il action to recover any

delinquent fees an d charges for co llectin g and  disp osing  of such garbage an d/o r rub bish , and a ll adm inistrative

and legal costs associated with collecting such fees and charges, in the ev en t any perso n, ... shall fail o r refu se to

pay such fees ...  that in a  civ il action to recover such delinquent fees and charges for collecting and disposing of

such garbage  and/o r rub bish , and a ll adm inistra tive and legal costs associated with collecting such fees and

charges,  the county shall in all respects be a proper party to such suit as plaintiff and shall have the power to sue

for and recover such unpaid fees and charges and all  administrative and legal costs associated with collecting such

fees and ch arges, from any person, firm or corporation, including a municipal corporation, as may fail , refuse or

default  in the payment of such fees and charges. 1992, 583.

Cro ss references--

Authority of county and municipal governments to enter into joint agreements for the operation and

   implementation of solid waste management, see §17-17-31.

Participation by counties in regional solid waste disposal and recovery systems, see §17-17-33.

Billing system for collection of costs of operation of systems, see §19-5-18.

Authority of county to issue bonds to fund establishment of rubbish and garbage disposal systems, see

   §19-9-1.

Authority  of m un icipality o r bo ard  of sup erv isors to ado pt o rdinances rela ting  to indiv idual onsite

   wastewater disposal systems, see §41-67-15.

19-5-18. Development of billing system; collection of fees.
(1)  To defray the cost of establishing, operating and maintaining the system provided for in Section 19-5-

17, the bo ard o f supervisors may develop a system for the billing and/or the collection of any fees or charges

imposed on each person furnished garbage and/or rubbish collection and/or disposal service by the county or at

the expense of the county. The board of supervisors may designate, by resolution, a county official to collect the

fees or charges. If the board of supervisors designates an elected coun ty official to collect the fees or ch arges, the

boa rd of sup ervisors  sha ll pay the reaso nable  costs incurred in collecting the fees or charges. The county official

so designated shall notify the board of supervisors monthly of any unpaid fees or charges assessed under Section

19-5-21. The sh eriff of the county, in accordance with the performance of his regular duties,  shall assist  in the

collection of any delinquent fees or cha rges.

(2) The board of supervisors may enter into a contract upon m utual agreement w ith a  public  or p riva te

corporation, nonprofit corporation, planning and development district  or a public agency, association, utili ty or

utility district within the coun ty and/or the area receiving  garbag e and/or rub bish collection and/or disposal

services from the county for the purpose of developing, maintaining, operating and administering a system for the

billing and/or collection of fees or charges imposed by the county for garbage and/or rubbish collection and/or

dispo sal services . The  entity w ith wh om  the bo ard o f supe rvisors co ntracts sha ll notify the bo ard o f supe rvisors

m on thly  of any unpaid fees or charges assessed under Section 19-5-21.  Any entity that contracts to provide a

service to  customers, within the area being served by the county’s garbage and/or rubbish collection and/or

disposal system, may provide a list  of i ts customers to the board of supervisors upon the req uest of the board.

1991, 581; 1994, 624.



19-5-19. Authority of counties to grant tax exemptions for property surrounding certain
public landfills; credit against services received from regional authority in amount of tax
revenues lost. (1) Any  coun ty which locates, develops , ow ns or o perates a m un icipal so lid waste

managem ent fac ility w ithin  the  coun ty ... is authorized  to g ran t a tax  abatem ent or excep tion  from  ad  va lorem

taxation in  an amount not to exceed fifty percent (50 % ) of th e tax  am ended and  lev ied  against the  rea l pro perty

located directly adjacent and surrounding the site of such facili ty or such other property within are made of the

site which is determined by the board of supervisors to be impacted by the location and operation of the site.

(2) Any  county, which is a member of a regional authority,  and which gran ts the tax exemption

authorized herein  for a  m un icipal so lid w aste  m anagem ent fac ility site  of the regiona l authority, shall receive a

credit against services received from  the  reg ional au tho rity in  an  am ou nt com m ensurate  with the tax revenu e lost

as a result  of tax exemptions granted pursuant to this section.  1992, 583.

19-5-21.  Levy of ad valorem taxes and surcharges for payment of costs of establishment
and operation of garbage and rubbish disposal systems; borrowing in anticipation of surcharge
levy; use of special funds.   [These duties are lengthy and comprehensive and a re not se t forth  in th is dig est.

See code.] 1992, 583; 1996, 536; 1999, 473.

19-5-22.  Assessment of fees and charges; joint and several liability of generator and
property owner; notice; liens; discharge of liens.

(1) Fees for g arbage or rub bish  co llectio n o r dispo sal sha ll be assessed jointly and  severally against

the generator of the garbage or rubbish and against the owner of the property furnished the service. Any person

who  pays, as a part of a rental or lease agreement,  an amount for garbag e or rubb ish collection or disposal services

shall not be held liable upon  the failure of the prop erty ow ner to pay tho se fees.

(2) Every generator assessed the fees authorized by Section 19-5-21 and the ow ner of th e p rop erty

occupied by that generator shall be jointly and severally liable for the fees. The fees shall be a lien upon the real

property offered garbage or rubbish collection or disposal service.

The board of supervisors may assess the fees annually. If the fees are assessed annually, the fees for each

calendar year shall  be a lien upon the real property beginning on January 1 of the next immediately succeeding

calendar year. The person or entity owing the fees, upon signing a form provided by the board of supervisors, may

pay the fees in eq ual installm ents.

If the fees are assessed on a basis other than annually, the fees shall  become a lien on the rea l pro perty

offered the service on the date that the fees become due and payable.

No real or p erson al prop erty sha ll be sold to sa tisfy any lien  imp osed  und er this subsection (2 ).

The county shall  mail a notice of the lien, including the amount of unpaid fees and a description of the

property subject to the lien, to the owner of the property.

(3) Liens created under subsection (2) may be discharged by fil ing with the circuit  clerk a receipt or

acknowledgm ent, signed by the designated county official or billing and collection entity, that the lien has been

paid or discharged.

(4) (a) The board of supervisors may notify the tax collector of any unpaid fees assessed under

Sect ion 19-5 -21 within ninety (90) days after the fees are due. Before notifying the tax collector, the board of

supervisors shall provide notice of the delinquency to the person who ow es the delinquent fees and sh all afford

an opportunity for a hearing, that complies with the due process protections the board deems necessary, consistent

with the Constitutions of the United States and the State of Mississippi. The board o f supervisors shall establish

procedures for the manner in which the notice shall  be given and the contents of the notice; however, each notice

shall include the amount of fees and shall  prescribe the procedure required for payment of the delinquent fees. The

boa rd of superv isors m ay d esignate a disinteres ted ind ividua l to serve as  hearing officer.

(b) Upon receipt of a delinquency notice, the tax collector shall  not issue or renew  a m oto r vehic le

road and bridge priv ilege license fo r any m oto r vehic le owned by a person who is delinquent in the payment of

fees unless those  fees, in addition to any other taxes or fees assessed against the motor vehicle,  are paid. Payment

of all  delinquent garbage fees shall be deemed a condition of receiving a motor vehicle road an d privilege license

tag.

(c) The tax collector may forward the motor vehicle road and bridge privilege license tag renewal

notices to the desig na ted  coun ty o fficial or  entity that is respon sible  for th e b illing  and collection o f the  coun ty



garbage fees. The  design ated  coun ty o fficia l or the b illing  and collection ent ity  shall  stamp a message on the

license tag renewal notices that the tag will  not be renewed until delinquent garbage fees are paid. The designated

coun ty official or the billing and  collection entity shall return the license  tag notices to the tax collector before the

first of the month.

(d) Any appeal from a decision of the board  of supervisors under this section regarding payment

of delinquent garbage fees may be taken as provided in Section 11-51-75. 1996, 536; 1997, 423.

19-5-23.  Notice of tax levy; protest; election.  The tax levy authorized by §19-5-21 shall not be

imposed un til the b oard o f supervisors  sha ll have  publish ed  no tice o f its intention to  levy sa m e. ...  Tw enty percent,

or 1,500 of the qualified electors, whichever is less , may file a petition against the tax levy, thus forcing an

election.  The notice provided for herein shall only be required prior to the initial levy except when the board of

supervisors intends to increase the levy over the amount shown in the initial  notice.  1976, 367.

19-5-25 through 19-5-27.  Reimbursement of tax levies; supplemental act.   The levies made

under §19-5-21 shall  not be reimbursed under the Hom estead Exemption Law of 1946.  It is the intention of §§19-

5-19 to 19-5-27 to p rovide counties a supplemental method for handling garbage and rubbish removal. They do

not purport to repeal §19-5-17 or §§17-5-3 to 17-5-11, or any other existing law relating to the subject.   1971, 370;

1997, 423.

19-5-29.  Payment for laying certain water mains.   Boards of supervisors may pay such part of

the cost for laying water mains from municipal water systems along the highways outside the  corpo rate  limits of

such m unicipalities, not ex ceed ing a d istance o f five m iles. ...  Such ex pen diture by the board shall not exceed one

ha lf of the entire cost for laying such water main. . ..   However, no part of the expense is to be borne by any b oard

of sup erv isors un less  there is s itua ted  on  the  rou te of such proposed water main one or more county schools.  1926,

203.

19-5-31 through 19-5-39.  Golden Age Nursing Homes--establishment and operation;
levy and collection of tax; issuance of bonds.  The board of supervisors of any county or counties coming

within  the provisions of §§19-5-31 through 19-5-39 may purchase the land for and may construct Golden Age

Nursing Ho m es; m ay em ploy  persons to co ntrol and  ope rate sam e; may provide physicians and nurses in such

cases as it may deem  prop er; and  purchase  nece ssary  medicines and medical supplies and pay for all  of same out

of the general fund, or out of any funds ensuing from any levy made by the board for the support and maintenance

of such institutions. .. . The board may com bine and use any property now being used for coun ty hom es and u se

such pro perty h ereafter as a  com bined  institu tion . ...  The board m ay  set aside , appro pria te and expend moneys

from  the general fund for support and maintenance of such nursing homes. .. .  Furthermore, the board may issue

and sell its fu ll faith a nd  credit bonds to secure funds with which to construct and equip such Golden Age Nursing

Hom es.  1962, 403; 1986, 400.

Cro ss references--

As to advertising contracts for public works, generally, see §19-13-9.

As to levy of special tax for erection of county buildings, see §19-9-93.

As to issuance  of cou nty  bond s an d notes, ge nerally , see  §19-9 -1, et seq.

19-5-41.  Creation of county hospital building commission in certain counties.  App licab le

only to Hinds County (by description).  1962, 243.

19-5-43.  Temporary care and maintenance of the pauper insane.  The b oards of sup ervisors

may temporarily provide for the care and maintenance of any person alleged to be insane when such person has

no means of paying such expense, pending an investigation of the person's mental status by the  chancery c lerk  ...

and may provide for the maintenance and care of such persons by the sheriff when there is no room in the sta te

mental institutions for such insane person.  Th e co st of  sam e sh all be paid out of the county treasury.  Code 1942,

2916.



 Cross references--

As to com m itment of insan e perso ns , generally , see  §§41 -21 -1, et seq.

As to p aupers, genera lly, see §§4 3-3 1-1 , et seq.

As to use of Golden Age Nursing Hom es for care of county paupers, see §19-5-35.

19-5-45.  Construction of sheltered workshop for employment of handicapped.   The boards

of sup erv isors of  Lin co ln and  Attala counties are authorized to issue the negotiable bonds or certificates of

indebtedn ess of said counties for the purpose of constructing industrial buildings to be used as sheltered workshops

for the employment of handicapped people.  (For details see code).   1964, 280.

19-5-47.  Construction of public health buildings and clinics.  Boa rds of supe rvisors are

empo wered to acquire by gift,  donation or purchase necessary real estate on which to erect public health buildings

and clinics .. . funds to be expended out of the general fund or out of any fund collected from  a special levy made

by the county for public health purposes. . ..   Said buildings may be constructed in conjunction w ith any

mun icipality  of the co unty  or any federal agency , and u nde r con tract after adve rtisement is had  for bids and

contracts awarded.  Code 1942, 280.

19-5-49.  Lease of county homes and farms.  The board of supervisors is authorized to lease or

rent any land s or  bu ildings  ow ned by the co un ty and  be ing  use d o r intend ed  to be used  as a  coun ty hom e and  farm

to any person, or association for the purpose of using such land and buildings for the care and keeping of old,

infirm, or indigent persons.  At any time that such lands and bu ildings  cea se to  be  use d fo r such  pu rpo ses , said

lease shall automatically expire.   1946, 260.

19-5-50.  Controlling running of animals at large; establishing county pounds.   The boards

of supervisors of Harrison, Hancock, Jackson and Hinds counties (by description) shall have the power to prevent

or regu late the running  at-larg e o f an im als of all  kinds, and to cause such as may be running at-large to be

impounded and sold. .. . (See code).  1972, 509; 1974, 560.

Cro ss references--

As to p roh ibition aga inst livesto ck  roam ing  at-large  upon  public  highw ays, see §§6 9-1 3-1 01 , et seq.

19-5-51.  Bounty on beaver, nutria, and bobcats.  An y bo ard o f supe rvisors m ay  offe r a bou nty

not to exceed $5.00 for each nutria (otter), beaver or bob cat des troyed , where suc h bo ard finds and determines that

such animals are in such quantities that the preservation of trees and other properties requires such bounties to be

offered.  Up on p resen tation to the sh eriff of the co m ple te tail  of o ne  of the sa id anim als, the sh eriff sha ll execute

a receipt therefor.  Upon fil ing of such receipt with the chancery clerk, the amount of such bounty may be allowed

by the  board  as o ther accoun ts are  allowed . ...  There  is fur ther pro vided  a bou nty  no t to exceed $5.00 for each

beaver to be paid by the M ississ ipp i Departm ent of W ildlife , Fishe ries and  Pa rks   from  fun ds  appro pria ted  to is

for the purpose, and under the provisions contained in the statute.   (See code).  1974, 569; 2000, 516.

19-5-53 through 19-5-61.  Promotion of excellence in raising crops and livestock;
limitation on amount to be expended, etc.   Boards of supervisors are authorized to appropriate money out

of the general county fund for the purpose of offe ring  prem ium s for excellence  in raisin g c rop s an d livesto ck  in

the ir county. . ..   The am oun t of mone y to be  app ropriated  and  offered  shall no t excee d the fo llowing:  (a) for corn

$200.00 for th e best fiv e ac res o r m ore , $100 .00  for th e second  best and $50.00 for the third best,  or half the

amount for th ree  acres; (b ) for  m ule  co lt not more than $100.00 for the best,  $75.00 for the second best and $50.00

for the third best; (c) for horse colt the same as for a mule colt; (d) for cow not mo re than $50.00 for the best,

$30.00 for the second best and $20.00 for the third best; (e) for hog the same as for a cow.  Other p rem iu m s for

excellence in raising agricultural, horticultural and livestock products may be given in proportion.  Other detailed

rules are provided.  (See code).  1910, 144.

19-5-63.  Establishment of county extension department.   Counties may establish extension

departm ents ... and  the bo ard of supervisors, upon the recomm endation of the director of extension of Mississippi



Sta te University  and the ap pro va l of the U .S. D epartm ent of A gricultu re, sh all ap po int the co un ty agent,  assistant

coun ty agents and home economics agents, fix their salaries and other necessary expe nses, payable out of the

general county fund, but same may be supplemented by the extension department, etc.  Office space, supplies and

necessary  clerical ass istan ce  sha ll be provided, all such expense to be paid in the same manner as the salaried

aforementioned.  1944, 242.

Cro ss references--

As to appropriations for con struction o f building s for the use of jun ior bee f boy s and  girls and junior da iry

boys and girls, see §19-5-69.

19-5-65.  Funding of display rooms for county home economics or home demonstration
agents.  The b oards of sup ervisors of Class 1 counties are authorized to appropriate and expend moneys out of

the general fund  of the coun ty for ... renting o r otherwise providing offices or display roo m s w herein  the  coun ty

h om e eco no m ic or ho m e dem on stratio n agents m ay  disp lay , offe r for  sale , and se ll produ cts and articles produced

under the home demonstration program of the extension department.   1946, 188.

19-5-67.  Establishment of department of animal husbandry.   The boards of supervisors of two

or more counties,  one or m ore of w hich has an  incorporated livestock asso ciation, are authorized to establish a joint

department of animal husbandry. .. .  The department shall  be headed by a joint comm issioner and his salary sh all

be fixed by the boards of supervisors and paid out of the general funds of said counties. . ..   The boards ...  of such

counties may set aside, appropriate and expend moneys from the general fund to help defray the expense of

m ain tain ing such departments .. . and further,  boards may set aside, appropriate and expend moneys from the

general fund to help defray the expenses of maintaining a department of animal husbandry, and the employment

of a dairy husbandryman . ..   1950, 189; 1986, 400.

19-5-69.  Funding of buildings for junior beef and dairy boys and girls.  The boards of

supervisors  of the various counties having livestock shows or association located therein, and having a department

of anim al husbandry,  as created under Section 19-5-67, and having a total assessed valuation of less than

$5 ,000,000 .00  are  au tho rized to  dona te not to  exceed $10,000.00 of lands and materials not exceeding that sum

in va lue  ... to aid  ... in the construction of buildings for the use of junior beef and dairy boys and girls.  Said boards

may  borrow not to exceed $10,000.00 for paying for the lands and materials necessary for th e co ns truction of

buildings on livestock show grounds or other places selected  by  the  board  of sup erv isors. ...  Th e board m ay  apply

for and receive contributions, etc. , for such work.  1946, 432.

19-5-71.  Support of experiment stations.  The boards of supervisors may appropriate money from

the general funds of the county for the purpose of buying lands, personal property, or equipment for experiment

stations, and may appropriate money for the support and maintenance of such stations, whether the same be located

within or without the county.  1928, 220.

19-5-73.  Establishment of farmers markets.   The provisions of th is section a re app licab le only

to George and Harrison counties.   (For details see code).   1954, 147; 1986, 400.

19-5-75 through 19-5-87.  Acquisition of cold storage plants; lease of establishment;
issuance of notes, bonds, or loan warrants; levy of taxes.   The boards of supervisors of Hancock,

Harrison, Jackson, and apparently, Lamar counties are given authority to construct cold storage and meat curing

plants.  (For details see code).   1944, 251.

19-5-89.  Promotion of youth activities.  The boards of supervisors of Warren, Clay, Jefferson

Da vis, Tate and Walthall counties (by description) are authorized to appropriate and expend not exceeding $500.00

per an nu m , to be paid from the general fund, for youth activities.   Authority is given to Adam s County to expend

not to exceed $1,000.00 per year.  1977, 305.

19-5-91.  Agreements with the United States relative to navigation projects.  The board of



supervisors  of any county through any part of which any river or other stream m ay run, or any part of which any

river or othe r strea m  m ay  touch  or b ord er, on w hich the U nited S tates  of A m erica has authorized  navigation

projects, including channe l clearing, chan nel imp rovem ents, cut-offs, levees, dams, or other navigation p rojects,

is authorized, for that part of such river or stream running through any part of said county or bordering or touching

said  county, to give sa tisfactory assurance to the United States of America, or any agency thereof,  including the

sec retary o f de fense, that it w ill:

(a)  Pro vide, without cost to the U.S.,  all lands, easements and rights-of-way necessary for the construction

of the project; (b) hold and save the U.S. free from d amages  due to the construction of the w ork s; an d (c ) m ain tain

and operate all  of the works after completion in accordance with regulations prescribed pursuant to the terms of

any federa l law  rela ting  to nav iga tion  or to  navigab le streams. .. .  Any such  board of supervisors is also authorized

to ...  levy, assess and collect such taxes on said area so benefitted as m ay b e nec essary , etc... boa rd of sup ervisors

is authorized to enter contracts or agreem ents w ith the U nited S tates ... to sponsor a project for the environm ental

restoration of a lake or body of water.. .  1950, 424; 2001, 476.

19-5-92.1  Authority of counties to alter channels of streams and water courses;
construction and repair of bridges; erosion prevention; property acquisition and easements;
compensation to land owners; financing. 
 (1)  The board of supervisors of any county, wh enever the  boa rd de termines that the h ealth, com fort and

convenience of the inhabitants of the county will  be promoted,  may:

(a) Alter and cha nge the chann els of stream s or other water courses;

(b) Construct, reconstruct and repair bridges over  streams and water courses; and

(c) Incu r costs and pa y ne cessa ry expen ses for:

(i)  Prov iding lab or, materials and supplies to clean or clear drainage ditches, creeks

or chan nels and to p revent erosion o f such ditches, creeks o r chann els;

(ii)  Acquiring p rop erty  and obtaining easements necessary to perform w ork under

this section; and

(iii) Reimbursing landowners for damages  and  injury resu lting from  wo rk

performed by the county under this section.

(2)  The work performed and the expenses incurred under subsection (1) of this section may take place

on public  or p riva te prop erty .  How ever, if the work is to be performed or the expenses to be incurred will  take

place  on  priv ate p rop erty , the  board  of sup erv isors m ust:

(a)  M ake a f ind ing , as evidenced by entry  upon  its minutes, that such work and/or expenses are

necessary  in order to p rom ote  the  public  health , safe ty and welfare of the citizens of the county;

(b)  Give notice, in writing, to all owners of property that will  be affected by the work for such

period of time a s is reasonable to allow such ow ners to express an y ob jections;

(c)  No t receive w ritten o bjection  to the w ork by any ow ners of property that will  be affected by

the work within the period of t ime allowed to express objections; and

(d)  Unless otherwise agreed, in writing, by the county and the landowner, construct or insta ll a

cu lvert or b ridg e, at th e co un ty's exp ense, a t an appro pria te location or locations to provide the

landowner ingress and egress to all of the property to which the landowner had access

immediately before performance of the work by the county.

(3)  Th e co un ty shall  reimburse landowners for all  damages or injury resulting from work performed by

the county under this section.

(4)  The provisions of this section do not impose any obligation or duty upon a county to perform an y

work or to incur any expenditures not otherwise required by law to be performed or incurred by a county, nor do

the provisions of this section create any rights or ben efits for the o w ner o f any pub lic or priv ate p rop erty  in

addition to any rights or benefits as may be otherwise provided by law.

(5)  No additiona l taxes m ay  be  impo sed  for th e w ork  au tho rized und er su bsection  (1) o f this  sec tion  un til

the board  of sup erv isors ad op ts a re solution declaring its in ten tion  to levy the taxes and establishing the amount

of the  tax  lev ies and  the  da te on w hich the tax es in itially will be levied and  co llected.  T his  date shall be the first

day of the mon th, but not earlier than the first day of the second month, from the date of adoption of the resolution.

Notice of the proposed tax levy must be published once each week for at least three (3) consecutive weeks in a



newspaper having a general c ircu lation  in the coun ty.  The first pub lication o f the notice shall be ma de no t less

than tw en ty-o ne  (21 ) days  before  the  da te fixed  in the resolution on which the board of supervisors proposes to

levy the taxes, and the last publication of the notice shall be made not more than seven (7) days before that date.

If, within the time of giving notice, fifteen percent (15%) or two thousand five hundred (2,500), wh ichever is less,

of the  qualified  elec tors  of the co un ty file a w ritten petition ag ainst the levy of the taxes, then the taxes shall not

be levied unless authorized by three-fifths (3/5) of the qualified electors of the county voting at an election to be

called and held for that purpose.

(6)  This section shall stand repealed on July 1, 2004.  2002, 504.

19-5-93.  Donations for certain patriotic and charitable uses.  The b oard  of supervisors of each

coun ty is h ereby  au tho rized, in  its disc retion, to  dona te m on ey  for th e objects and  pu rpo ses  following , to w it:

(a) Con federa te graves.  For the location, marking, care and maintenance of the grave or graveyard

of 

Con federa te soldiers or sailors who died in the Confederate service, and the purchase, if necessary, of the land on

which any o f the  said  graveyards may be situated, and the erection and maintenance of appro pria te m on um ents

and appropriate inscriptions thereon.  In the ex erc ise o f this p ow er the board is  fully  authorized to accept donations

of land on which any of said graveyards may be situated and also money or funds to be used for any of the

purposes in this section expressed.

Any  boa rd of supervisors may, in its discretion, contribute money to be used for the upkeep of graves of

the Confederate dead in its county.

(b) Care of the aged.  For the support and maintenance of such residents of the county who are worthy

indigent aged inmates of the Old Ladies' Hom e of Jackson, Mississippi, or of the Golden Age Nursing Hom e and

hospital for North Mississippi in Greenwood, Mississippi, and not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500.00) per

annum for the sup po rt o f the cou nty's  inmates of the Old Men's Hom e, located near Ja ckson, M ississ ipp i, and in

addition thereto  a su m  no t exceed ing  two hun dred dollars ($20 0.00) p er ann um  to each of said  institu tions for the ir

support and maintenance in the care of the aged.

(c) King's  Dau gh ters.  T o the  King's  Daughters in their respective counties for charities under the ir

supervision.

(d) Travelers Aid Society.  A sum of m oney not exceeding fifteen do llars ($ 15 .00 ) pe r m on th for the

support of the organization known as the Travelers Aid Society, provided the same is nonsectarian.

(e) Hospitals for pellagra sufferers.  For the establishment and maintenance of a hospital for the

treatment of persons afflicted with pellagra.  For this purpose the board may issue bonds and incur such

indebtedness within the limits now authorized by law.

(f) Tubercular hospitals.  For th e es tab lishm ent and m ain tenance  of a  hospital for the care  and

treatment of persons suffering from  tuberculosis.  In the execution of this power the board may  select trustees to

establish and operate  said  hospital.  In counties having a population of more than forty thousand (40,000) people,

as shown by the latest United States census, the board may set aside, appropriate and expend moneys from the

general fund for the purpose of aiding in the maintenance and sup po rt of h ospita ls m ain tained  and operated in  such

coun ty for the care and treatment of persons suffering from tuberculosis.   The money shall be expended by the

boa rd through such trustees, not less than three an d no t mo re than  five, to be e lected by the b oard  of sup ervisors

annually.  The trustees shall file reports with the board a t leas t once  every  six m on ths sho wing  in detail a ll

expenditures made by them , and the num ber of patients which have been for the preceding period aided or cared

for by the institution, and the board may otherwise require a strict  accounting of the administration of said funds.

(g) Sam e--additional provision s.  The b oards of sup ervisors o f one  or m ore co unties are  hereby

authorized and empowered, in their discretion, separately or jointly, to acquire  by gift,  purchase or lease, real

estate, for tubercular hospital purposes, and to  ow n, e rec t, bu ild, es tab lish, m ain tain , regula te an d su pp ort a

tubercular hosp ital and to rem odel bu ildings on such  property to be u sed for such  hospital purpose s.

In the event the boards of supervisors of two or m ore  co un ties agree to cooperate in establishing and

maintaining such hospital, the board of supervisors of each of said counties sha ll adop t a resolu tion  agree ing  to

the  pro po rtionate p art each cou nty  will con tribu te to  the  establish m ent and m ain tain ing  of such hospita l.

Each county operating under the provisions of this subsection is hereby authorized and empow ered to set

aside, appropriate and expend moneys from the general fund for the purpose of erecting, maintaining and operating

such  hospital.

(h) Charity wards in hospitals.  A sum of money not exceeding one hundred dollars ($100.00) per



m on th to m ain tain  a charity ward or wards in any hospital in their respective counties, or in the event there sh all

be no hospital in such county, then a like su m , in their discretion, to maintain a charity ward or wards in any

ho spital in any  ad join ing  coun ty receiving and  trea ting  pa tients from  suc h cou nty  having no hospita l.

(i) Sam e--coast counties.  The several counties of this state bordering on the tidewater of the  Gulf

of M exico are hereby authorized and empowered, in the discretion of the proper au tho rities thereof, to  appro pria te

such a sum of m oney as said authorities shall deem  reasonab le, to prov ide and m aintain a charity ward o r wards,

in any o f the  hospitals in  said  coun ties, o r, in the d iscre tion  of said  au tho rities, to  m ake an d ente r into  contracts

with any such hospitals for the treatment and care in such hospitals of the indigent sick of said counties, and to pay

therefor out of the general fund of such counties such sum or sums as shall be a reasonable and just compensation

to said  hospital.  How ever, the board o f supervisors  of any  coun ty m entioned  herein  m ay , in its discretion, make

and enter into  co ntracts with any hospital in any adjoining county receiving and treating patients from the

respective coun ties m entioned  herein  in such hospitals of the indigent sick of said counties, mentioned herein, and

to pay therefor out of the general funds of such county, such sum or sum s tha t sha ll be  reasonable  and just to said

hosp itals.

(j) Pu blic  l ibraries.   A sum not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) per a nn um  to w ard the

support and maintenance of one or more public libraries situated in the county.  In any county whose total assessed

valuation, including railroads and all public utili ties,  is more than eighteen million dollars ($18,000,000.00) the

board, in its discretion, m ay ap prop riate a sum  not to ex ceed  three thousan d do llars ($3,000.00) per annum for

pub lic libraries.

The board may also give or donate any legislative journals, constitutional convention journals, printed

official reports of any  state or cou nty o fficers, official reports of de partm ents, bu reaus  or officers o f the United

States, and cop ies o f the  acts  of the leg islatu re o r law s of  M ississ ipp i now or h ereafter in the  coun ty library of such

coun ty and not needed, in the opinion of the board in the county library (but no t includ ing  any M ississ ipp i reports

and not including any acts of the legislature or laws of the state, unless  such  acts or law s be m ore than twenty y ears

old) to  any library or l ibrary association or foundation or organization maintaining a free public l ibrary for

reference or o therwise, provided such library, association, foundation or organization owns free from encumbrance

a fireproof library building located in this state, in which building said journals,  reports, acts and laws may be and

shall be deposited where received under this subsection and made accessible under reasonable regulations to the

general public.   Such library, association, foundation or organization shall  not have the right to sell  or otherw ise

dispose  of said journals,  reports, acts and laws.  Said journals,  reports, acts and laws may be returned to the coun ty

library from w hich received without expense to the county, or to the state l ibrary, without expense to the state, at

any time by the library, association, foundation or organization receiving the same.

Any  gift  or donation made by the board of supervisors of any county under the authority of this subsection

shall be evidenced  by an  order spread  upon the m inutes of said board .  Th e co un ty sh all bear no  expense in

connection with any donation.  The sheriff of the county, or the custodian of the co un ty library , sha ll deliver to

the representative of the library, association, foundation or o rganization entitled  to receive  the  sam e an y o f said

journals,  reports, acts, laws and official publications in accordance with the directions contained in any order of

the boa rd of superv isors for the d elivery o f the  sam e, and shall  take proper receipt from the party receiving the

same, and shall  take proper receipt from  the pa rty receiving the sam e, and  shall deliver su ch receipt to the clerk

of the board of sup erv isors of  the  coun ty, and  the  board  of sup erv isors shall have the sa id receipt ente red  in fu ll

on the minutes of the board.

Any  library, association, foundation or organization receiving any gift  or donation from any county under

this subsection shall report in writing to the board of supervisors, from which such gifts or donations have been

received every tw o years, that the gifts and d onations so  received  are  still in the po ssession  of the done e and  are

accessib le to the ge neral public.  If any  of the g ifts or donations so received have been lost, destroyed or have

otherwise disappeared, report thereof shall be made.

If any library, association, foundation or organization receiving gifts or donations under this subsection

shall cease operating as free public library or shall  cease to be the owner of a fireproof building in which it  keeps

and m ain tains a fre e pub lic libra ry, fo r refe rence  or o therw ise, the sa id library , assoc iation , foundation or

organization sha ll thereupo n im m ediately  retu rn to  the  coun ty library , without exp ense to  the coun ty, o r to the sta te

library, without expense to the state,  any gifts or donations it may have received under this subsection.

(k) Pa triotic  org an izatio ns  and m em oria ls.  A  sum not to exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000.00)

to build or aid any post of the Am erican Legion, any chapter of the Daughters of the Am erican Revolution, any

chapter of the U nited D augh ters o f the  Con federacy , or any  post, un it or chapte r of any  pa triotic  organization

w ithin  the  coun ty in  bu ilding a  m em oria l to the veterans of  W orld  W ar I and  W orld  W ar II; and  a su m  no t to



exceed one thou san d dollars ($1,000 .00 ) to a id in  defray ing  the  cost of  the  erection o f su itable m em oria ls to

deceased soldiers, sailors, and marines of the late  world  wars.  Such appropriation may be made, even though no

pro visio n has b een m ade there for in  the  coun ty bud ge t.

(l) Am erican Red Cross.  Any board of supervisors of any county in this state is hereby authorized

and em po wered, in  its disc retion, to  dona te an nu ally , ou t of any  m on eys in its respective treasury, to be drawn by

warrant thereon, a sum  not ex ceed ing one h und red dollars ($10 0.00 ) per million of assessed valuation to the

support of a local chapter of the Am erican Red Cross.

(m) St.  Jude Hospital.   For the payment of mileage expense fo r tran sportin g perso ns  to S t. Jude

Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee, for treatment.  The mileage shall be ba sed o n a  roun d trip  ba sis  from  the p atien t's

place of residence to St. Jude Hospital at the mileage rate set forth in Section 25-3-41.

(n) Public museums.  For the support and maintenance of such public museums located in the coun ty

constituted under the provisions of Chapter 9, Title 39, M ississippi Code of 1972.

(o) D om estic  vio lence  she lters.  T he  board  of sup erv isors of  any cou nty  in th is state  is hereby

authorized and em powered, in  its disc retion, to  donate  annually out of any money in the county treasury, such

su m s as the board deems advisable to support any domestic violence shelter or rape crisis center operating within

or serving its area.  For the purposes of this section, "rape crisis center" means a place established to provide care,

counseling and related services to victims of rape, attempted rape, sexual battery or attempted sexual battery.

(p) Literacy pro gram s.  The  board  of sup erv isors of  any cou nty  in th is state  is hereby authorized and

empow ered, in its discretion, to do nate out of the g ene ral fund  of the co unty  such  sum  of m one y as the  boa rd

deems reasonable to any li teracy program being conducted within the county.

(q)  Ca re o f neglected  ch ildren.  T he  board  of sup erv isors of  any cou nty  in this s tate, in  its discretion, may

do na te annu ally  ou t of any  m on ey  in the co un ty treasury such sums as the board deems advisable to support any

residential group home for the abused, abandoned  or neglected children which operates within or serves the

county.  For the purposes of this paragraph the term "residential group home' means a group residence established

to pro vide ca re and  coun seling, and to se rve as a home, for children who are the victims of abuse, neglect or

abandonment.  1990, 539; 1995,358.

Cro ss references--

As to G olden  Age  Nurs ing  Hom es, see  §§19 -5-3 1, et seq.

As to pow er o f state  board  of h ealth to  contract with counties and fraternal and benevolent organizations

    for care of tuberculosis patients, see §41-33-25.

As to power of county to provide treatment of tubercular citizens, see §41-33-27.

As to establishment and operation of libraries, see §§39-3-3, 39-3-5.

Dom estic  vio lence  she lters, genera lly, see §§9 3-2 1-1 01 , et seq.

19-5-95.  Aid to fire departments.  The b oard  of supervisors of any county in this state is hereby

empo wered and authorized to appropriate out of the coun ty treasu ry ann ua lly a  sum  no t in ex cess o f $2 50 .00  in

aid  of any fire department for services and protection by such fire departm ent, and, in  its disc retion, to  appro pria te

out of the co unty  treasury  annually a sum not in excess of the amou nt which would be produced by a levy of one-

fou rth m ill on  all taxab le prop erty  within  the  coun ty in  aid  of m un icipal fire  departm ents in the co un ty, o r in aid

of volunteer fire departm ents w ithin  the county which meet the requirements set forth in Section 83-1-39(2),  but

in no event shall the aggregate amoun t appropriated annually under this section exceed  an  am ou nt equal to the

am ou nt w hich w ou ld be prod uced  by  a lev y o f on e-fo urth  m ill on  all taxab le prop erty  within  the  coun ty.  1981,

1st ex sess, ch. 7.

Cro ss references--

As to "county volunteer fire department fund," see §83-1-39.

19-5-97.  Purchase, operation and maintenance of fire trucks and other fire fighting
equipment.  The b oard of sup ervisors, for th e co un ty or for any district  thereof, may purchase, operate and

m ain tain  fire trucks, and all  other kinds of fire fighting equipment , and m ay co ntract w ith one  or m ore

mun icipalities in the county for keeping and storing same, etc.  The board may pay its part of the cost of such

equipment from the general fund if  the entire county participates in the provisions of this section, or from a special

"fire prevention fund" if  less than all five districts participate.   1968, 283.



Cro ss references--

As to "county volunteer fire department fund," see §83-1-39.

19-5-99. Establishment of economic development districts.   This is a lengthy section and

attention is ca lled  to it herein  so that it may b e easily found  in the co de.  Ta xes m ay b e levied ; all funds are

declared  to be pub lic fund s.  The  coun ty sh all not be liable for the repayment of any indebtedness incurred by a

district unless the board of supervisors has pledged a portion of the tax levy authorized by Sec tion 19-9-111 as

security  therefo r, in w hich event the co un ty sh all be obligated  on ly to the extent of the tax levy so pledged.  1978,

451; 1983, 539; 1984, 495; 1985, HB 983; 1986, 304, 438, 458; 1987, 483; 1988, 937, 253; 1992, 491; 1993, 425;

1997, 492.

Cro ss references--

As to aud itor o f pu blic  acc ou nts, see  §§7-7 -1, et seq.

19-5-101.  Establishment of juvenile residential treatment centers.  The b oard  of sup ervisors

may  expend moneys from  the general county fund to match any other funds for the purpose of establishing

juvenile residential treatment centers including, but not being limited to, treatment centers and halfway houses.

1972, 514.

19-5-105.  Cleaning private property; lien.
The board  of sup erv isors of  any cou nty  is he reby authorized  and em po wered on its  own m otion, or upon

the receipt of a petition requesting the board of supervisors to so act sign ed  by  a m ajority of the residents eighteen

(18) years o f age o r older, residing upon any street or alley, or the reasonable proximity thereto, within seven

hundred fifty (750) feet .. . of the alleged menace  ...  to give notice to the property owner by U nited States registered

m ail, return receipt requested, receipted by addressee only, three (3) weeks before the date of a hearing, or if  the

pro perty owner  be unknown or his address unknown, then by three (3) weeks' notice in a newspaper having a

general circulation in the county, of a  hearing to  de term ine  whe ther ... any parcel ... is ... a m enace to  the  public

health  and sa fety  of the co m m un ity. If a t suc h hearing  the  board  ... sha ll . ..  adjudicate such a parcel . ..  to be a

menace  ...  the board of supervisors may, if the ow ne r no t do  so h imself, p roceed to  have  the  land c lean ed  ...

Thereafter, the bo ard o f supe rvisors may at i ts next regular meeting by resolution adjudicate the actual cost of

cleaning the said lot and the cost shall become a n assessm ent against the  sam e. H ow ever, the ac tion  herein

authorized shall no t be un dertaken ag ainst any  one  (1) parcel of land  m ore than twice in any one  (1) calendar year,

and the expense of cleaning of said lot shall  not exceed the amount of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) in any

one  (1) calendar year.

The assessment above provided for shall be a lien against said property and may be enrolled in the office

of the circuit  clerk of the county as other judgments are enrolled, and the tax collector of the county shall , upon

order of the board  of sup erv isors, proceed to  sell sa id land  to sa tisfy said  lien  as n ow  pro vided  by  law  for th e sa le

of lands for delinquent taxes. Furthermore, the property owner whose land has been sold pursuant to this section

shall have the sam e right o f red em ption as no w pro vided  by  law  for th e sa le of lands  for d elinqu en t taxes. A ll

decisions rendered under the provisions of this section may be appealed in the same manner as other appeals from

county boards are taken. 1983, 459; 1996, 332.

19-5-109.  Estimation of cost of garbage collection and disposal services; means of
meeting costs; effect on contracts.  

(1) Each coun ty and  m un icipality sha ll make a g oo d fa ith effo rt to estimate the cost of garbage and

rubbish  co llectio n and  disp osal se rvices.  T hese costs m ay  be  m et, in a m ou nts  necessary to defray the cost of the

system, by any combination of generator fees, ad valorem tax revenues as authorized under Section 19-5-21 or

Section 21-19-2, or county or municipal special funds as authorized under Section 19-5-21 or 21-19-2.

(2) Nothing in Chapter 624, Laws of 1994 shall  be construed to abrogate or cancel any contract that

a coun ty o r a m un icipality has entered into for garbage and rubbish collection and disposal.   If  a county or

m un icipality  entered into a contract before April 1, 1994, and the term or period of performance of that contract

does not exceed five (5) years, the county or municipality may continue to lev y the ad  va lorem  tax  assessm ent in

effect before April  1, 1994, to hon or th e co ntract fo r the  term  of that co ntract. 1994, 624; 1996, 536; 1997, 423.



19-5-151 through 19-5-165.  Water, sewer, garbage disposal, and fire protection districts.

These sections deal with the creation, maintenance and operation of these districts, including capital outlay

authorizations, tax levies,  bond issues, expenditures,  etc.  1986, 445; 1987, 485, 507; 1988, 568; 1999, 304.

19-5-167. Board of commissioners -- appointment; terms; general powers and duties.
(1) Except as o therw ise p rov ided in  this sec tion , the  powers o f each  distric t sha ll be vested in and

exercised by a board of commissioners consisting of five (5) mem bers to be appointed by the boa rd of supervisors.

Upon  their initial  appointment, one (1) of the comm issioners shall  be appointed for a term of one (1) year; one (1)

for a term  of two (2) years; one (1) for a term of five (5) years; thereafter, each comm issioner shall be appointed

and shall  hold office for a term of five (5) years.  Any vacancy occurring on a board of comm issioners shall  be

filled by the board of supervisors at any regular meeting of the board of supervisors, and the board of supe rvisors

shall have  the  au tho rity to  fil l all  unexpired terms of any comm issioner or comm issioners.   Notwithstanding the

appo intive au tho rity here in g ran ted  to the board o f supervisors, i ts legal and actual responsibili ty,  authority and

function, subsequent to the creation of any district , shall  be specifically limited to th e ap po intive function and

resp on sibility  outlined in Sections 19-5-179, 19-5-189 and 19-5-191.  The operation, management,  abolition or

dissolution of such district, and a ll other matters in connection therewith, shall  be vested solely and only in the

boa rd of commissioners to the specific exclusion of the board of supervisors,  and the abolition, dissolution or

termination of any district shall be accom plished only b y unanim ous resolution of the board of co m m issioners.

The board of comm issioners of a fire protection district created under Sections  19 -5-1 51 , et seq. , by unanimous

resolution, may dissolve such district  and, under Sections 19-5-215, et seq., may  create  a fire protection grading

district consisting of the same boundaries as the previously existing fire protection district .  Petit ion and election

requirem ents of Sections 19-5-217 through 19-5-227 shall  not apply where the board of comm issioners dissolves

a fire p rotection d istrict and  creates  a fire  pro tection grading d istrict under this section.  Ex cept as otherw ise

provided in th is act,  such board of comm issioners shall  have no power, jurisdiction or authority to abolish, dissolve

or terminate any district  while the district  has any outstanding indebtedness of any  kind  or character, unless such

dissolution or termination is accomplished under the provisions of Section 19-5 -20 7.  If a fire protection district

is dissolved in accordance with this subsection, the boa rd of supervisors may continue to levy the same millage

as was b eing levied w ithin  the boundaries of the fire pro tection district befo re its dissolution p rovided tha t a fire

protection grading d istrict is c rea ted , in ac cordance w ith Sections 19 -5-2 15 , et seq. , with identical boundaries as

the  previously existin g fire  pro tectio n d istrict.

(2) The board  of sup erv isors of  the  incorporating county, may upon receipt of a unanimous resolution

from  two (2) or more boards of comm issione rs of duly created fire protection districts, may consolidate such

distric ts for adm inistrative purposes.  U pon  receipt of u nan imo us reso lutions requesting  con solidation, the  boa rd

of supervisors shall cond uct a pub lic hearing to determine the p ublic's interest .  Following such a hearing, the

boa rd may create a consolidated comm ission consisting of the participating distric ts for adm inistrative purposes.

Such distric ts then sh all d isso lve  the ir resp ective  boards of  com m issioners, tran sfer ring  all rec ord s to the

consolidated board o f com m issioners.  A conso lidated board of co m m issioners consisting of not less than five (5)

m em bers  shall be app ointed  with equa l represen tation from  each  participating d istrict.  Any co m m issioners

appointed to a consolidated fire protection district comm ission must comply with eligibility requirements as

authorized in Section 19-5-171.  In the event that a consolidated fire protection district comm ission consists of an

even number of members, the chairman elected as authorized by Section 19-5-169 shall vote only in the event of

a tie.   General powers and duties of co m missioners an d com m issions  and o ther rela ted  m atters as  defined in

Section 19 -5-1 51  thro ug h 19-5 -20 7 sh all ap ply  to the en tire area  conta ined in  the  consolidating fire  pro tection

distric ts as d esc ribed in  the  reso lution incorpo rating the fire  pro tectio n d istricts  as well as to subsequent

anne xations.

(3) If the creation of the district is initiated in accordance with Section 19-5-153(3), the powers of

the district shall be vested in and e xercised  by a  boa rd of co m m issioners se lected in the  follow ing m ann er:

(a) Upon  creation of the distric t, the board of d irectors of the fo rmer nonpro fit, non share

corporation shall serve  as the board  of com m issioners  of the new ly crea ted  water  distric t for a  period  no t to exceed

sixty  (60) days.  The initial  comm issioners shall  be subject to the requirements of Section 19-5-171, except the

requirement for executing a bond. If  an initial comm issioner fails to meet a requirement of Section 19-5-171 as

provided in this section, the boa rd of superv isors shall appoint mem ber to fil l that vacancy on the board of

com m issioners.

(b) In the resolution creating a district initiated in accordance with Section 19-5-153(3),



the board of supervisors shall  direct the existing board of directors of the rura l water  assoc iation  to crea te w ithin

the district five (5) posts from which commissioners shall  be elected. Th e board o f supervisors  sha ll design ate  the

positions to be elected from each post as Post 1,  Post 2, Post 3,  Post 4 and Post 5. Post 5 sha ll be an at large post

comp osed of the entire district . W ithin sixty (60) days following creation of the district, the board of su perv isors

shall call an e lectio n. S uch e lectio n sh all be held  and con du cted  by  the  elec tion  com m issioners in  acc ord ance  with

the general law s gove rning elections. The election  com m issioners sh all determ ine w hich o f the qualified electors

of the county reside within the district and only those electors shall  be entitled to vote in the election. Notice of

the election setting forth the time, plac e or p laces an d the p urpo se of the  election sh all be pu blished  by the  clerk

of the board of supervisors in the manner provided in Section 19-5-155.

The initial e lecte d com m issioners sh all be elected to a term of office expiring on December 31

of the year in which the next succeeding general election for statewide officials is held. After the initial  term of

office, comm issioners shall  be elected to four-year terms. Vacancies shall be filled b y the p roced ure set fo rth in

Section 23-15-839.   1992, 387; 1999, 304.

19-5-169 through 19-5-173. Board of commissioners -- officers; seal; eligibility; bond;
oath; compensation; and power to enact regulations. 1972, 536; 1972, 536; 1973, 370, 396; 1999, 304;

2002, 580.

19-5-175 through 19-5-177 General powers of districts. 1992, 387; 1999, 361, 565; 2002, 580.

19-5-179 through 19-5-207.  These sections deal with eminent domain, revenue bonds, tax levies,

construction contracts, annexations to district , etc.   1972, 536; 1973, 433; 1973, 493; 1974, 457; 1984, 506; 1991,

459; 1997, 424; 1999, 304.

19-5-215. Fire protection grading districts.  Any contiguous area situa ted  within  any cou nty  of

the state , and not  being situated within the corporate boundaries of any existing municipality, may become

incorporated as a fire protection grading district solely for the purpose of grading by the M ississippi Rating Bureau

for fire protection classification in the manner set forth in the following sections.  1992, 387.

19-5-217 through 19-5-241. Fire protection grading districts.  These sections de al w ith

creation, maintenance and operation of these districts,  including petition for incorporation, publication of

resolution of intent, costs, bond, district embracing lands in more than one county, district  as governmental entity,

exercise of eminent domain, annexation, financial aid, etc.  1992, 387.

19-5-251.  Rural waterworks system may merge with another.   1974, 457.

19-5-257.  Assumption of existing indebtedness.  Upon a cqu iring such  non profit, nonshare

corporation or u tility dis trict, the  po litical su bd ivisio n, u tility dis trict, etc ., sha ll assum e any e xisting inde btedness

of the said district and be responsible for such indebtedness.  1974, 457.

19-5-301 through 19-5-361. Emergency telephone service (911). Th ese  sec tions de al w ith

creation or emergency telephone service, methods for responding, abusive calls,  sanctions, etc. 1987, 310; 1992,

309; 1992, 447; 1993, 536; 1997, 409; 1998, 458, 531; 2000, 564; 2001, 490, 569; 2002, 626.

CHAPTER 7. PROPERTY AND FACILITIES

19-7-1.  Acquisition of certain real estate.  
[With regard to any county which is exempt from the provisions of Section 19-2-3, this
section shall read as follows:]  

The board of supervisors shall  have power to accept as a gift,  or to purchase for the county, so much real

estate, in fee simple, at the place where the courts may be required to sit , as may be convenient and necessary for

the building and use of the courthouse and jail,  and, at  any convenient place in  the co unty , prope rty for fire



protection purposes and h om es an d farm s for the poor, the purchase money to be paid out of the county treasury,

and the ti tle to the property be made to and in the name of the county.

The board of supervisors of any county may acquire, by lease or purchase, grounds and buildings or may

erect bu ildings  on  gro un ds  ow ned by the co un ty o r roa d d istrict, to be used by the county or road district in storing

and preserving road machinery, trucks, teams or other county or road district  property.  The same shall  be paid for

out of the general fund or road district  fund.

[With regard to any county which is required to operate on a countywide system of road
administration as described in Section 19-2-3, this section shall read as follows:]  

(1) The board of supervisors shall  have power to accept as a gift, or to purchase for the coun ty, so

much  real estate, in fee simple, at the place wh ere the courts m ay be req uired to sit, as m ay be convenient and

necessary  for the building and use of the courthouse, county facili ties and jail,  and at an y con venient p lace  in the

county, property for fire protection purposes and homes and farms for the poor, the purchase money to be paid out

of the county treasury, and the tit le to the property be made to and in the name of the county.

(2) Subject to the provisions of Se ction 65-7-91 , the board of sup ervisors of any co unty m ay pu rchase

or lease grounds and buildings or may erect buildings on grounds owned or leased by the county, to be used by

the county in storing and preserving road machinery, trucks or other county property.  The same shall  be paid for

out of the general fund of the county or out of road maintenance and bridge funds.  1990, 414.

Cross references–

As to power of board of supervisors to provide poor homes or farms, see Miss Const §262.

For requirement that boards of supervisors erect and maintain courthouses, see §19-3-41.

As to issuance of county bonds and notes for purchasing land for county buildings, acquiring homes for

    county ind igents, etc., see §1 9-9-1

Requirement that plaques on buildings financed with funds of state or political subdivision acknowledge

    contribution of taxpayers, see §29-5-151.

As to levy  of special tax for erection, repairing, etc., of the cou rthouse, jail and o ther coun ty buildings,

    see §§19-9-93, 19-9-115.

As to authority to purchase land and erect buildings for county home and farm, see §43-31-3.

19-7-3.  Disposal of real estate.  In case  any o f the  rea l esta te belong ing  to the co un ty sh all cease

to be used for county purposes, the board of supervisors may sell,  convey or lease the same on such terms as the

board  m ay  elec t and m ay, in addition, exchange the same for real estate belonging to any other political

subdivision located within the county.  In case of a sale on a credit, the county shall have a lien on the same for

the purchase money, as against all persons, until paid and m ay enforce the lien as in such cases provided by law.

The deed of con veyance in  suc h case s shall be ex ecu ted in the n am e of the c oun ty by  the pres ident o f the bo ard

of superv isors, pursuant to an order of the b oard en tered on its minu tes.

Be fore any lease, deed or conveyance is executed, the board shall publish at least once each week for three

(3) consecutive week s, in a public newspaper of the county in which the land is located, or if  no newspaper be

published in said county then in a newspaper having general circulation therein, the intention to lease or sell, as

the case may be, the county-owned land and to accept sealed competitive bids for the  leas ing  or sale.  The bo ard

shall thereafter accep t bids for the  lease o r sale  and sh all aw ard  the  lease to  the  highest bidder in  the manner

provided by law.  However, whenever the board of supervisors shall  find and determine, by resolution duly and

law fully  adopted and spread upon its minutes (a) that any county-owned pro perty is n o long er needed fo r coun ty

or rela ted  pu rpo ses  and is n ot to  be  use d in  the  opera tion  of the county, (b)  that the sale of the property in the

mann er otherwise provided by law is not necessary or desirable for the financial welfare of the county, and (c) that

the use of the county property for the purpose for which it is to be sold, conveyed or leased will promote and foster

the deve lopm ent and im pro vem ent of the co m m un ity in  which it is located  and the civ ic, social, edu cational,

cu ltura l, moral, econom ic, or industrial welfare thereof.  The board of supervisors of such county shall  be

authorized and empowered, in its discretion, to sell,  convey, lease or otherwise dispose of same for any of the

purposes set forth herein.  1976, 484.

19-7-5.  Disposal of personal property.   The board of supervisors shall  have the power to sell  and

dispose  of a t public  sale  for cash, any personal property belonging to the county or any subdivision thereof when



the sam e sh all have ce ased to  be used for county purposes or when, in the judgment of said board, a sale thereof

wou ld pro m ote  the  best inte rest of th e co un ty.  S aid  sale  sha ll be  advertised  by  posting  no tices  at three  public

places in the county, at  least ten days prior to such sale,  one of which said notices shall be posted at the courthouse.

The proceeds of said sale sha ll be  placed in  the  coun ty depository  to the cred it of the p rop er fu nd .  W here sa id

pro perty shall not exceed $100.00 in value the same m ay be sold and disposed of by the boards of supervisors at

a private sale by the unanimous vote of the mem bers of said board of supervisors and the pro ceed s thereof

disposed of as above provided.  How ever, if the board of supervisors find consistent with fact that the fair market

value of the person al prop erty is zero  and th is find ing  is du ly entered on the minutes of the board, then the personal

pro perty in question may be d isposed of as deemed to be appropriate and in the best interest of the county,

provided that no county official or employee derives any personal economic benefit  from such disposal.   If  any

of such property may be of use or benefit  to the United States government in its nationa l defense e ffor t, the bo ard

of sup erv isors is hereby  au tho rized in  its disc retion to  turn over such property to the United States government by

way of a donation thereto.  1942, 193; 2000, 593.

Cro ss references--

As to inventory of county personal property, see §19-3-45.

As to recovery of public property unlawfully disposed of, see §7-7-211.

19-7-7.  Insurance on county property.  All county property, both real and personal, may be insured

against loss by fire, cyclone and  other hazard s.  Th e co st the reo f shall be paid out of the county treasury.  Two or

more counties may pool their risks when purchasing insurance.  1942, 208; 1988, 476.

19-7-9.  Tagging of motor vehicles.   The board of supervisors shall  place license tags or

identification tags on all  county automobiles, trucks and tractors.  1926, 205.

Cro ss references--

As to payment of privilege taxes on county motor vehicles, see §§27-19-25, 27-19-27.

For provision that name of agency m ust be painted on certain public vehicles before a tag will  be issued,

    see §27-19-59.

For provisions concerning identification of sheriff 's  motor vehicles, see §19-25-15.

19-7-11.  Erection or renovation of courthouse and jail.  If a new courthouse or jail shall  be

required in any county, or if the courthouse or jail shall  need remodeling, enlarging, or repairing, the board of

supervisors  sha ll see  tha t all plans  are  prepared  and that the necessary  work  is pe rform ed .  The board may  appoint

one or m ore com m issioners to  superintend the work, who shall receive a reasonable compensation.  The board of

supervisors  of Jasper County (by description) is further authorized to issue negotiable bonds of either of the

judicial distric ts of such county for the purpose of erecting, equipping, repairing, etc. , the courthouse in and for

the judicial district  for which the bonds are issued.  1971, 321.

Cro ss references--

As to requirement that boards of supervisors erect and maintain courthouse and jail,  see §19-3-41.

As to authority  to issue  bond s for erecting, rem od eling, e tc., co un ty cou rtho use, jails , and o ther coun ty

   buildings, see §19-9-1.

As to authority  to lev y sp ecial tax  for e rec tion , repairing, e tc., of  courth ou se, ja il or o ther coun ty

   buildings, see §19-9-93.

19-7-13.  Employment of janitor and assistants.   The board of supervisors may employ a

janitor and n ecessary assistants for the courthouse  and co unty bu ildings, the ir sala ries to  be fixed

by the board and to be paid out of any funds in the co unty  treasury  not otherwise appropriated.

1964, 283.

19-7-15.  Employment of caretaker of county lands.   Boards of supervisors may em ploy a



competent person to look after the interest of the county in any lands that may be own ed by such county other than

16 th section or l ieu lands, and to pay such person a salary of not exceeding $1,800.00 annually.  Su ch  sala ry w ill

be paid out of the revenue derived from the lands, and the coun ty su perintend en t of edu cation  m ay  be  selected  to

perform  these duties and pay him the said salary in addition to his salary as county superintendent.  Also, such

counties m ay p ay the  secretary  of the co un ty superintendent of education an additional sum of $600.00 per annum

out of the revenues derived from such lands.  (In practice this is applicable to Leflore County only and concerns

management of the "Allen School Lands.")  1952, 211.

19-7-19.  Employment of caretaker of county lands--minutes of board to be sole
authority.  Boards . ..  shall not enter into a contract,  as provided for in Section 19-7-15, except by placing the

sam e on  the ir minutes, and in the event any such contract be made without complying with this section, the party

attempted to be employed shall not receive any compe nsation whatever for any services that he may have

performed thereunder.   1928, 59.

19-7-21.  Counties conveying land for state park may lease retained mineral interests.

Any  county which acquires and conveys land for state park purposes .. . and ...  retains the mineral rights thereunder

may  lease the same for oil, gas and other minerals.  No lease shall become effective after its acceptance by  the

boa rd of supervisors until  it  receives the written approval of the state mineral lease comm ission and the board of

park ex am iners.

From the proceeds arising from  the execution of the original lease there shall  be paid all  costs incident

to the execution thereof,  and any balance remaining on hand and accruin g thereafter shall be used , first, to b uild

necessary  bridges in the park property affected and, second, any balance then remaining on  hand  sha ll be  use d to

call or pay any countywide bonds now or hereafter outstanding and, third, if there be no outstanding countywide

bonds, then such balance shall be paid into the general funds of the county.  1946, 242.

19-7-23.  Furnishing of courthouse.  Th e board o f supervisors  sha ll provide for properly furnishing

the courthou se and fo r supplying a ll county offices with necessary record books, stationery, furniture, etc. , and

shall provide the chancery clerk's office with a copy of the field notes of the U.S. survey .. . the original entries of

land and the necessary township maps, and provide for the orderly keeping of all  the records thereof,  and shall

make all  needful allowances, payable out of the county treasury, therefor.  On the order of the circuit  court,  or the

chance ry court, the board sha ll allow all sum s expen ded for sup plying the offices and  courtroom s with all

necessary  articles, but an allowance shall not be made for printing in record books of conveyances. 1942, 2897.

Cro ss references--

For definition of "stationery" see §1-3-51.

As to court reporter 's stationery, see §9-13-23.

As to office furniture and supplies of county superintendent of education, see §37-5-81.

As to duty of county superintendent of education to prepare and keep maps of school districts, see 

   §37-5-91.

As to sheriff's responsibili ty for courthouse, see §19-25-69.

19-7-25.  Providing books and bookcase for courtroom.  The board of supervisors . ..  shall have

placed in the courtroom of the courthouse a suitable bookcase, with doo rs an d lock , of su fficient capacity to  ho ld

not less than 200 law  books. ...  The board shall  purchase any volume of M ississippi reports, statutes, etc. , required,

all of which shall  be paid for out of the county treasury.  1942, 2898.

Cro ss references--

As to provisions for law libraries,  see §19-7-31.

19-7-27.  Providing bulletin boards for legal notices.  The board of supervisors shall  provide

suitable bulletin boards, to be placed conspicuously at or near the front entrance of the courthouse, upon which

all notices required to be there posted may be placed.  1942, 2901.



19-7-29.  Maintenance of courthouse yard.   The board of supervisors may m aintain a good and

sufficient fence around the courthouse yard, and, when necessary, a substantial pavement on the walks of the same,

and may have shade trees planted therein, and shall  provide for the absolute exclusion of livestock therefrom.  No

tent or b oo th may be erected on the courthouse yard to be used for the advertising or the vend ing of any  goods,

wa res, notion s, or nos trum s, or for do ing the  business of a  pho tographe r, unless written  au tho riza tion  therefo r is

ob tained  from  the  board  of sup erv isors.  The board of supervisors may pave and improve the streets around the

courthouse yard.  1989, 363.

19-7-31.  Law libraries.   The board of supervisors of each cou nty in the  state shall hav e po wer, by

an app ropriate o rder or o rders on its m inu tes, to  establish  and m ain tain  in the co un ty cou rtho use or oth er su itable

pu blic  building, adjacent or near thereto, a public county law library under such rules, regulations and supervision

as it may  from  time to  time ordain and establish, and to that end, the board may accept gifts,  grants,  donations or

bequ ests  of money, furniture, fixtures, books, documents, maps, plats or other property suitable for such purpose.

The board of supervisors shall  have power to exchange or sell  duplicate volumes or sets of any such books

or furn iture , and in  case of sale  to invest the proceeds in other suitable books or furniture.  The said board  m ay also

purchase  or lease from  time to tim e add itional boo ks, furniture, o r equ ipm ent there for.

Fo r the pu rpose  of providing  suitable quarters for such  pub lic law library, the said bo ard o f supe rvisors

m ay , in its discretion, expend such sums as may be deem ed nec essary or prop er for such pu rpose, and  m ay also

employ a su itable perso n as librarian and pay said law librarian such salary as the board, in its discretion, may

determine.  The board  m ay  em ploy add itional librarians  or o ther em ployees o n e ither a part-tim e or full-tim e basis

and may pay  these additional employees as the board, in its discretion, m ay determ ine.  The bo ard of supe rvisors,

in their discretion, may contract with the county or municipal library for any staff or facilities as they deem

necessary for the overall management and operation of the county law library.

In case such public law library shall  be so e stab lished, a ll book s, do cum ents, furnitu re and  other p rop erty

then belonging to the county library, as provided for in Section 19-7-25, shall be transferred to and beco m e part

of such public law library, and  all book s, do cum ents an d pub licatio ns  hereafter don ated  by  the  state  to the co un ty

library sha ll also  becom e a p art thereof.  A nd  in such case, Section 19-7 -25  and 19-2 5-6 5, re lating  to the co un ty

library, shall be superseded in such county so long as such public law library shall be maintained therein.

The board of supervisors of any such county is further authorized,  in its discretion, to levy, by way of

resolution, add itional cou rt costs not excee ding $2 .50 per case  for each case, both civil  and criminal,  fi led in the

chan cery, circuit and coun ty courts or any o f these in resolution, additional court costs not exceeding $1,50 per

case for each case, bo th c ivil an d c rim ina l, filed  in the justice co urts of said coun ty for the su ppo rt of the library

therein  authorized.  If the courts shall collect said costs for all cases thereinafter filed in his court and forward same

to the chancery clerk who w ill deposit the same in a special  account in a county depository for support and

maintenance of said library , and the  chan cery  clerk shall be acc ou ntable  therefo r.  How ever, no su ch  levy sh all

be made against any cause of action, the purpose of which is to comm it any lunatic,  alcoholic or narcotic addict

to any institution for custodial or medical care, and no such tax shall  be collected under this subsection on any

cause o f action that the prop er clerk hand ling same deem s to be in its very nature charitable and in w hich cau se

said clerk has no t collected his own lega l fees.

To accomplish the purposes of this section, the board of supervisors is hereby further authorized and

empo wered to enter into such arrangement or arrang em ents w ith the co un ty bar associatio n o f any su ch  coun ty

as may seem advisable for the care and operation of said law library and said board may  receive and consider, from

time to time, such reco m m enda tions as the bar association m ay dee m  approp riate in the prem ises.

The board of supervisors of each county in which there are two (2) judicial d istricts is authorized and

empow ered, in its d iscre tion , to maintain a law  library in  eac h judic ial d istrict; in  suc h cou nties the  board  is

authorized and em po wered, in  its discretion, to pay from the county general fund or fro m  the  spe cial fu nd  herein

authorized all  such costs herein authorized, provided that the board shall not spend in each judicial district less than

the  am ou nt o f the  spe cial cou rt costs authorized  herein  and collected  in each su ch  distric t.

The governin g authorities of  any m un icipality a re authorized , in their discre tion , by  reso lution duly

adopted and entered on their official minutes, to levy additional court costs not exceeding $1.50 per case for each

conviction in the municipal court of the municipality for the support and maintenance of the county  law library

in the county  collected  by the  clerk of the  cou rt, forwarded to the  chan cery c lerk of the  cou nty for depo sit  in a

special account in the county depository, and expended for support and maintenance of the  coun ty law library in

the same m anner and in accordance with the same pro ced ure  as provided for costs similarly collected in the



chancery, circuit,  county and justice courts of the county. 1992, 312.

19-7-33.  Regulation of parking on courthouse and other county lands.   The board of

supervisors  may regulate the parking of motor vehicles on county public lands on which the courthouse and other

county buildings are located, or any other lands under the control and jurisdiction of the county.  1968, 287.

19-7-35.  Procurement of artesian well on county property.   1908, 152.

19-7-37.  Use of part of oil severance tax funds for building and permanent
improvements.  The bo ard o f supe rvisors of any c oun ty receiving a part of the oil severance tax .. . is hereby

authorized to allocate a part of the money so received to a fund or fu nd s for bu ilding and  perm anen t impro vem ents

for the county or for any school district or any road district , etc.   1946, 454.

19-7-39.  Maintenance and repair of public or private nonprofit cemeteries in certain
counties.  The board of supervisors of Harrison County (by description) m ay  m ain tain  and repair any public or

priv ate  nonprofit cemetery located within the county but located outside any town or city in the county.  Such

expenses m ay  be  pa id fro m  any ava ilable county funds. .. .  The board of sup erv isors of  any cou nty  m ay  acc ep t in

the name of the  coun ty, title by  deed  to any  cem etery w ithin  the  coun ty but located  ou tside  the  corpo rate  limits

of any m un icipality in  the  coun ty w hich, due  to age, abandonment of graves by private owners or for other good

cause, it no t be ing  pro perly m ain tained  or repa ired  and thereby  has be com e detrim ental to  the public health and

welfare.  The board may m aintain, repair, enlarge, fence or oth erwise improve any cem etery, title to which has

been accepted by the board.  1975, 395.

19-7-41. Authority of county boards of supervisors to exercise power of eminent domain
for construction of penitentiaries.  The board of supervisors of any county is authorized to exercise the

power of eminent domain for the acquisition of land whenev er public necessity and convenience so requires for

the construction of a penitentiary in the coun ty.  In  the  exerc ise o f such  power pursuant to  this sec tion  with respect

to the construction of a federal correctional facili ty or other federal penal institution, the board of supervisors of

any county having a land area of more than nine hundred (900) square miles and a population of more than twenty-

five thousand  (25,00 0) bu t less than tw enty-five  thousand  six hundred (25,600) according to the 1990 federal

census m ay  exerc ise the righ t of imm ediate possession to real property, including oil,  gas, and other mineral

interests , as p rov ided in  Section 11-2 7-8 1, et seq. , M ississippi Code of 1972. 1991, 619; 1992, 350; 1994, 310.

CHAPTER 9.  FINANCE AND TAXATION

Uniform System for Issuance of County Bonds

19-9-1.  Purpose of bonds enumerated.  The b oard  of supervisors of any coun ty is authorized  to

issue nego tiable bonds o f the county to raise m oney  for any on e or m ore of the following  purpo ses:

 Erecting, and/or equipping, and/or repairing, and/or reconstructing, and/or remodeling, and/or enlarging,

and/or acquiring, and/or purchasing land for,  and/or improving, and/or  purchasing, and/or establishing, and/or

assisting, and /or aiding , and/o r cooperating  with--

(a) coun ty buildings, courthou ses,  office buildings, jails, hospitals, nurses' hom es, health centers,

clinics, and related facilities;

(b) coun ty hom es for indigents;

(c) building s for pu blic libraries, equipm ent and bo oks  therefor;

(d) coun ty farms for con victs;

(e) roads, highways and bridges (including purchase of land for road building materials, and for

rights-of-w ay the refor);

(f) buildings and related facilities for an agricultural high school, or agricultural high school-junior

college, inc lud ing  gym nasium s, au dito riums, lunchrooms, vocational training buildings, libraries,

teachers' hom es, school barns, garages for transpo rtation veh icles  (inc lud ing  any o f sam e in



coo peration  with another cou nty o r other co unties);

(g) vo ting  m achines (o r ren ting  sam e) and  any o ther election equ ipm ent;

(h) boat landing ramps and wharves fronting on the Mississippi Sound or the Gulf of M exico and on

the banks or shores of the inland waters, levees , bays and bayous of Harrison County (by

desc ription);

(i) (assisting) the  board  of tru stees of  state  institu tions of  higher learnin g, the  state  bu ildin g

comm ission or any other state agency in acquiring a site for constructing suitable buildings and

runways and equipping an airport for any state university or other state-supported four year

college now or hereafter in existence in such county;

(j) airports  and air navigation facilities, includin g lend ing o r do na ting  m on ey , pu rsuan t to the

provisions of the airport authorities law, being Sections 61-3-1 through 61-3-83, Mississippi Code

of 1972, regardless of w he ther such  airports  or a ir navigation facilities a re located  in the co un ty

or coun ties issuing such  bonds;

(k) rubbish  and garbage disposal system s in acco rdance with the provisions of Sections 19-5-17

thro ugh 19-5 -27 ; 

(l) Defraying the expenses of p rojects of the county co operative service district in wh ich it is a

participating county, regardless of wh ether the project is located in the co unty issuing suc h bonds;

(m) Purchasing machinery and equipment w hich have an expected useful life in excess of ten (10)

years.  The life of such bonds shall not exceed the expected useful life of such machinery and

equipm ent.  M achinery  and equ ipm ent shall not include any motor vehicle weighing less then

twelve thou sand (12 ,000) po und s;

(n) Purchasing fire fighting equipmen t and apparatus, and providing housing for the same and

purchasing land  nece ssary the refor.

(o) A project for which a certificate of public convenience and necessity has been obtained by the

coun ty pursuant to  the  Reg ional Econo m ic D evelopm ent Act;

(p) Constructing dams or low-water control structures on lakes or bodies of water under the

provisions of Section 19-5 -92 .  1973 , 446; 1982, 441 ; 1990 , 542; 200 0, 2 nd ex sess, 1; 2001, 476.

Cro ss references--

As to determining validity of bond issues, see §31-13-5.

As to limitation on amount of bond issue, see §31-15-5.

As to method of payment of principal and interest at bank or trust company, see §31-19-9.

As to advertising sale of bonds, see §31-19-25.

As to bond issue for joint construction of jails by certain counties and municipalit ies, see §17-5-1.

As to authority to contribute county funds to airport facili ties acquired for the use of universities or

   colleges, see §§61-5-71, 61-5-73. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

As to p aym ent of ro ad  bond  issues, see  §§65 -15 -9, et seq.

As to cou nty  ... bond s for po llution con trol, see §§4 9-1 7-1 01 , et seq.

As to applicability of this and following sections to bonds issued for construction of access road or

   roads to and from sulphur extraction plants in certain counties, see §27-25-705.

Authorization for issuance of bonds for solid or hazardous waste disposal projects, see §17-17-105.

Reg ional Econo m ic D evelopm ent Act, see §§ 57-6 4-1 , et seq.

19-9-3.  Bonds of road or supervisors districts. 
[With regard to any county which is exempt from the provisions of Section 19-2-3, this

section shall read as follows:]  

The board of supervisors of any coun ty is authorized to issue negotiable bonds of any road district or

supervisors  district within any suc h co unty  to raise m one y for  the purpose of constructing, reconstructing, and

repairing roads, highways and bridges, and acquiring the necessary land, including land for building materials,  and

rights-of-w ay the refor.

The board of supervisors of any county designated in paragraph (h) of Section 19-9 -1 is au tho rized to

issue nego tiable bon ds  of any  sup erv isors dis trict or dis tricts in  such county to raise money for the purposes

described in paragraph (h) of Section 19-9-1.

A ll bonds issued pu rsuant to this section sha ll be issued in like m anner and be  subject to the sam e



l imitations and provisions as are set forth in Section 19-9-1 to 19-9-31 with reference to the issuance of cou nty

bon ds.

[With regard to any county which is required to operate on a countywide system of road
administration as described in Section 19-2-3, this section shall read as follows:]  

The board of supervisors of any county designated in paragraph (h) of Section 19-9-1 is authorized to

issue nego tiable bonds o f any sup ervisors district or districts in  such cou nty to raise mo ney for the purpose

described in paragraph (h) of Section 19-9-1.  All bonds issued pursuant to this section shall  be issued in like

mann er and be su bject to  th e sam e limitations and provisions as are set forth in Sections 19-9-1 through 19-9-31

with reference to the issuance of county bonds.  1988 Ex Sess, 14, §11.

19-9-5.  Limitation of indebtedness.   No county shall  hereafter issue bonds secured by a pledge of

its full faith and credit for the purposes authorized by law in an amount which, when added to the then outstanding

bonds of such cou nty , sha ll exceed either (a) 15% of the assessed value of the taxable property within such county,

according to the last completed assessment of taxation, or (b) 15% of the assessment upon w hich taxes were levied

for its fiscal year ending  Sep tem ber 30, 1984, w hiche ver is grea ter.

How ever, any county . ..  which shall  have experienced washed-out or collapsed bridges on the public roads

of the county for any cause or reason may hereafter issue bonds for brid ge  pu rpo ses  as n ow  au tho rized by law in

an amount which, when added to the then outstanding general obligation bonds of such county, shall not exceed

either (a) 20% of the assessed value of the taxable property within such county, according to the last completed

assessment for taxation , or (b) 15%  of the  assessm en t upon which taxes were levied for i ts fiscal year ending

Sep tem ber 30, 1984, w hiche ver is grea ter.

Provided, further, in com puting  such  indeb tedne ss, there may be deducted all  bonds or other evidence of

indebtedn ess hereto fore  or h ereafter issued , for th e co nstruc tion  of h ospita ls, po rts or oth er cap ital im pro vem ents

which are payab le prim arily from  the ne t revenue to b e gen erated from such hospital, port, or other capital

impro vem ent, which revenue shall be pledged to the retirement of such bonds or other evidences of indebtedn ess,

together with the full  faith and credit of the county.  However, in no case shall any county contract any

indebtedn ess pay able in w hole o r in  part from proceeds of ad valorem taxes, which, when added to all of the

outstanding general obligation indebtedness, both bonded and floating, shall exceed either (a) 20%  of the assessed

va lue  of a ll taxable property within such county, according to the last completed assessment for taxation, or (b)

15%  of the assessment upon which taxes were levied for its fiscal year ending September 30, 1984, whichever is

greater.   No thing h erein con tained shall  be construed to apply to contract obligations in any form heretofore or

hereafter incurred by any county which are subjec t to an nu al appropriations therefor, or to bonds heretofore or

hereafter issued  by any c oun ty for school purposes , or  to  bonds issued by any county under the provisions of

Sections 57-1-1 through 57-1-51, or to any indebtedness incurred under Section 1 of House Bill No. 1007, 2001

Regular Session.  1974, 495; 1982, 347; 1985, SB 2087; 1987, 424; 1992, 499; 1995, 526; 1996, 419; 2001, 602.

19-9-7.  Details of county bonds.  All bonds are to be li thographed or engraved, printed in two or

more colors; shall  be in sums not less than $100.00 nor more than $5,000.00 each; shall  be registered as issued,

be num bered  in a regular series from o ne upward, and every bond shall specify on its face the purpose for which

it was issued and the total amount authorized to be issued ; eac h sh all be m ade payab le to  beare r, and in terest shall

be evidenced by proper coupons thereto attached.  Bonds may be issued pursuant to powers granted in the

Registered Bond Act (Sections 31-21-1 through 31-21-7).   1983, 494.

19-9-9.  Levy of special tax.   The board of supervisors shall  annually levy a special tax upon all  of

the taxab le prop erty  within  the  coun ty, w hich tax shall be sufficient to provide for the paym ent of the principal

of and interest on such bonds according to the terms thereof.   1966, 294.

Cro ss references--

As to levy of special tax in connection with establishment and operation of convention bureaus, see 

§17-3-31.

19-9-11 through 19-9-17.  Notice of intention to issue bonds; election.   1971, 479; 1950, 241.



Cro ss references--

As to elections ordered by petition of qualified electors, see §19-3-55.

As to necessity for compliance with provisions of this section in issuance of county industrial

   development authority bonds, see §57-31-9.

As to necessity for compliance with this section prior to issuance of port bonds, see §59-7-105.

19-9-19.  Maturities, interest and signatures.  All bonds of a coun ty sh all m ature ann ua lly; all

maturities not more than 20 years; not less than 1/50th of the total issue to m ature each y ear for the first five yea rs,

not less than 1/25th each year during the next ten years, and the remainder to be am ortized, as to principal and

interest,  into approx imately equ al paym ents, one payment to ma ture each ye ar for the remaining  life of the bon ds.

Ex ception:  W hen bon ds  are  issued  or d ated  after the  da te fixed for making the county tax levy in the year such

bonds are  to be issued, the first m aturity date of not less than 1/50th of the total issue, may be fixed for any period

not to exceed tw o years, w ith the sam e schedu le of subsequent m aturities as he rein  abov e se t forth .  Overall

maximum  interest n ot to  exceed  7% .  No bon d sh all bear m ore  than one  rate  of in terest; all bonds of the same

m aturity shall bea r the sam e rate of interest from  date to m aturity; all  interest shall  be payable semiannually or

annually, etc. ...  Each interest rate must be in multiplies of 1/8th of 1% or 1/10th of 1% ...   Bonds to be signed by

manu al or facsimile signature of the president of the board of supervisors and countersigned by the manual or

facsim ile signature of the c lerk thereof . ..  and . ..  at  least one signature on each bond shall be a manual signature.

The coupons are to bear only facsimile signatures. .. .  No bond s to be issued and sold hereunder for less than par

and accrued interest.   1983, 541.

19-9-21.  Proceeds shall not be diverted.   The proceeds of any bonds issued by a county shall  be

placed in the co un ty treasury ... as a special fund, and shall be used for no other purpose than that for which .. . they

... were authorized to be issued.  Violations on the part of supervisors, or any  other o fficer, shall make him  or them

gu ilty of a felony . ..  shall be punished by imprison m ent ... and  the  offic ial shall be liable personally on his official

bond for the amount so diverted.  The pena lties here  ind icate d m ay  be  escaped  on  the  part of a  sup erv isor  by  his

requesting and having his vote recorded in the negative on any il legal diversion of the proceeds of bonds.  1950,

241.

19-9-23.  Transfer of residue of bond proceeds.  W henever a balan ce  sha ll rem ain  of the proceeds

of any bond issue after the purpose for which such bonds were issued shall have been accomplished, such balance

shall  forthwith be transferred to the applicable bond and interest fund.  1950, 241.

19-9-25.  Bond and interest funds may be used to buy outstanding bonds.  Am ou nts  in bond

and interest funds in excess of the amount which will be required for expenditure therefrom within the next twelve

months, may be used to purchase the outstanding bonds of the county payable from such fund, etc.   1950, 241.

19-9-27.  Borrowing in anticipation of taxes.  Th e board o f supervisors  m ay  bo rrow  m on ey  in

anticipation of taxes for the purpose of defraying the expenses of such county, and may issue nego tiable notes of

the county therefor, to mature not later than April 1 of the year succeeding the year in which they are issued.  The

amount that can be borrowed shall  not be in excess of 25% of  the  estim ated  am ou nt o f taxes collected  and to  be

collected und er the last preceding ann ua l tax  lev ies fo r the  fun d fo r which sa id mon ey is borrowed.  The money

m ay  be  bo rrow ed  from  other cou nty  fun ds  or fro m  ou tside  sou rces.  Inte rest sha ll no t exceed  8% . ...

For the payment of such loan, the board shall either pledge the levy of a special tax each year sufficient

to pay the amount borrowed for use that year, with interest, or shall pledge that such notes shall be paid out of the

first money collected fro m  taxes fo r the  year in  which they  are  issued . ...  Publication o f intention to  issue is

required . ..  petit ion of 20%, or 1,500 of qualified electors, whichever smaller, may force election ...  then such notes

shall  not be authorized unless the proposal receives a 3/5th majority vote.  1981, 462; 1982, 434; 1983, 541.

Cro ss references--

As to borrowing in anticipation of tax levy for the establishment and operation of garbage and

   rubbish disposal system, see §19-5-21.

As to borrowing in anticipation of tax levy for establishing air ambulance services, see §41-55-45.



19-9-28.  Borrowing in anticipation of receipt of funds from confirmed federal or state
grants or loans.   Any county which has a comm itment for a grant or loan from the federal government or the

state  (generally revenue sharing funds) may borrow money in the anticipation of the receipt o f such  loan o r gra nt,

unless prohibited by federal or s ta te  law or by the terms of the agreement itself .  The bo ard  m ay  bo rrow  said

mon ey from any  available  fund in the county treasury, excepting funds acquired as a result of excess taxes

received, or may borrow said money from any other so urce, an d su ch  loan sh all be repa id fro m  the  first av ailab le

federal fun ds  received  by  the  coun ty in  the manner and subject to the same terms as herein provided.  The principal

on any su ch  loan, including in terfu nd  loans , sha ll be  repaid  within  a reaso nable  tim e after receipt of funds, the

anticipation of w hich gave rise  to the borro wing .  Not necessary  to publish  intention to  borrow .  Borrow ing m ust

be limited to the sum of (a) the amou nt of the confirmed grant or loan; (b) the amou nt of interest payable on such

interim  financ ing ; and (c ) the  reasonable  cost of  incurrin g su ch  indeb tedne ss or issuing the note or notes

evidencing suc h indebtedn ess .  Fu rthe r pro visio ns  are  given .  1977 , 427; 198 2, 451 ; 1983 , 541; 198 5, H B 1226.

19-9-29.  Investment of surplus funds.   Whenever any county shall have on hand any bond and

interest funds, any funds derived from the sale of bonds, special funds, or any other funds in excess of the su m s

which will  be required to meet the current needs and d em ands o f no m ore than sev en bu siness days, the board of

supervisors o f such  cou nty shall invest such ex cess funds  in the follow ing m ann er:

(a) Such excess fu nd s shall be invested  for p eriods  of fro m  fou rteen days to o ne  year in  interest-

bearing time certificates of deposit with county depositories serving in accord ance  with Section 27-105-303 which

are willing to accept the same, at a negotiated rate of interest.  The n egotiated rate of interest shall be at the highest

rate  possible at the date of purchase or investment for such time  certificates of deposit or interest-bearing acco unts,

but such rate of interest sha ll no t be  less  than the ra te of inte rest p aid  to the gene ral public on passb ook  savings.

The rate  of interest established herein shall  be the minimum rate of interest and there shall  be no m aximum  rate

of in terest.

(b) The balance, if any, of such excess funds shall be invested in interest-bearing time certificates of

depo sit for the same maturity periods and at the same rate of interest as prescribed in paragraph (a) of this section

in state depositories located in such county which are willing to accept  the same, to the same extent as such

depo sitories are eligible for invested state fund s.

(c) To the extent that the board of supervisors finds that such excess funds cannot  be inv este d

pursuant to parag raphs  (a) and  (b) o f this sec tion  for th e sta ted  m aturity o f from  fou rteen days to o ne  year, the

boa rd of supervisors m ay invest such  funds in an y bonds or o ther direct obligations of the U nited States of

Am erica, the State of Mississippi, or any county, municipality or school district of this state,  if  such county,

mun icipal or school distric t bond s ha ve  been  appro ved by a  reputable  bond attorney or have been validated by a

decree of the chancery court, or the board of supervisors may invest such funds, together with any other funds

required for current operation, in obligations issued or guaranteed in full as to principal and interest by the United

States of America which are subject to a repurchase agreement with a county or state depository, or the  boa rd of

supervisors  m ay dep osit such fu nds in interest-bearing accounts with a county or state depository.  Such bonds

or o bligations  pu rchased m ay  have  any m aturity date, p rov ided that they  sha ll mature o r be  redeem able prior to

the  time that the fund s so  invested w ill be n eeded fo r expend iture . 

Any  excess fund s inv ested in  cer tificate s of  depo sit or in terest-bearing  acc ou nts w ith cou nty  or s tate

depositories under this section shall be secured in the manner required by Section 27-105-315.  The proceeds of

such certificates of deposit  shall be imm ediately reinvested on the date of maturity in accordance with paragraphs

(a), (b) and (c) of this section, unless the board of supervisors determines that such funds are required for current

operation.

W hen bonds or other obligations have been purchased, the same may be sold or surrendered for

redemption at any time, except certificates of deposit  which must mature, by order or resolution of such board of

supervisors.  The president of the board of supervisors,  when authorized by such order or resolution, shall  have

the power and authority  to execute  all ins trum ents an d take  suc h o ther ac tion  as m ay  be  necessary to  effectuate

the sale or redemption thereof.  When  such  bon ds or o ther ob ligations are  sold o r redeem ed, the p rocee ds thereof,

including acc rued interest thereon shall be paid into the same fund as that from w hich the investment was made

and shall  in all  respects be dealt with as are other moneys in such fund.  Except as hereinafter provided, any

interest derived from the investments authorized in this section m ay, as an alternative, be deposited into the general

fund of the county.  Any interest derived from the investment of sums received under the terms of the  Federal S tate

and Local Fiscal Assistance Act of 1972 and any su bsequent revisio ns  or reenactments of  tha t act sha ll be  pa id



into  the  sam e fund  as that from  which the investm ent was m ade.  A ny  interest d erived  from  the  investm en t of

school bond funds shall be handled as provided in Section 37-59-43.  Any interest  der ived from investment of

other bond proceeds or from investment of any bond and interest fund, bond reserve fund or bond red em ptio n

sinking fun d sh all be deposited either in the same fund from which the investment was made or in the bond and

interest fund established for payment of the principal or interest on the bonds.  Any interest derived from  special

purpo se fun ds  which a re outsid e the func tion  of g enera l coun ty gov ernm ent sha ll be paid into that special purpo se

fund.  1977, 426; 1985, 514; 1995, 567.

Cro ss references--

As to investment of surplus funds from sale of county bonds, etc.,  generally, see §31-19-5.

As to investment of surplus funds of road districts,  see §65-19-47.

19-9-93 through 19-9-117.  Special tax levies for specified purposes; general provisions.

The board of supervisors may m ake general fund appropriations and/or special levies of ad valorem taxes for the

following purposes and in the following millages, as set forth by the applicable section of the Code of 1972.

19-9-93.  For purpose of erecting or renovating county buildings.  General fund appropriation.

Code 1942, §2907; 1986, 400.

19-9-95.  In Hancock County (by description) to defray court expenses.   General fund

appropriation.  1940, 266; 1986, 400.

19-9-96.  County tax levy to fund operation of youth court.   General fund appropriation.  1980,

550; 1985, HB 813; 1986, 400.

19-9-97.  To promote certain matters of public health.  General fund appropriation.  1940, 272;

1986, 400; 1992, 487.

19-9-99.  For purpose of eradicating fire ants.  General fund appropriation. 1968, 294; 1986, 400.

19-9-101.  For maintaining fair associations.  Genera l fun d app rop riation.  1960, 272; 1986, 400.

19-9-103.  In certain counties (all those situated wholly or partly in a levee district) for
purpose of advertising economic resources therein.   General fund appropriation.  1940, 321; 1986, 400.

19-9-105.  In order to make soil survey maps and land classifications.   General fund

appropriation.  1940, 267; 1986, 400.

19-9-107.  In Scott, Leake, Smith and Lowndes counties (be description) for support of
industrial and economic programs.   General fund appropriation.  1964, 283; 1986, 400.

19-9-109.  For purchase, operation and maintenance of fire trucks and other fire fighting
equipment.   Not exceeding one-fourth of one mill.   1968, 283.

19-9-111.  For purpose of financing economic development districts.   Not more than one

mill.   1962, 254; 1985, 441.

19-9-113.  For support of soil and water conservation district.   General fund appropriation.

1974, 489; 1986, 400.



19-9-114.  For construction of vocational and technical education center.  (Harrison  Cou nty

only, by description).   Not to exceed one mill .  1972, 517.

[Special p rov ision s are  conta ined in  sev era l of these  sec tions, see the co de  for d etails .]

Cro ss references--

As to issuance  of cou nty  bond s, ge nerally , see  §19-9 -1, et seq.

As to levy of countywide road tax, see §27-39-305.

As to making contracts and superintending erection or remodeling of courthouse or jail,  see §19-7-11.

For au thority of board of sup ervisors to approp riate mone y for the purpose of eradicating insect pests,

   rodents, etc. , see §69-25-33.

As to h om estead  exem ptions , see  §27-3 3-1 , et seq.

As to p ow er o f coun ty board o f supervisors  of a  public  health  distric t to ap pro pria te fund s for supp ort  

 of cou nty  or d istrict health departm ents, see  §41-3 -43 , et seq.

19-9-115.  Bond for special tax.   When any spec ial tax m ay b e levied  for cou nty purpo ses, the bo ard

of supervisors may require the tax collector to give an additional bond for the faithful collection and

payment of the same.  1942, 2908.

19-9-117.  Tax levy in second judicial district of Harrison County; bonds.   1962, 257.

CHAPTER 11.  COUNTY BUDGET

19-11-5.  Fiscal year.   County fiscal years in M ississippi begin on October 1 and end on September

30 of each year.   1950, 247.

19-11-7.  Preparation and publication of annual budget. 
[With regard to any county which is exempt from the provisions of Section 19-2-3, this

section shall read as follows:]  

The board  of sup erv isors of  eac h cou nty  sha ll, ... at its Aug ust meeting  of each year, prepare a  com ple te

budget of revenu es, exp enses and  a w orking cash ba lance  estima ted for the  nex t fiscal year, which shall be based

on the aggregate funds estimated to be available for the ensuing fiscal year for each fund, from which such

estimated expenses will be paid, exclusive of school maintenance funds, which shall be shown separately.  Such

statement of revenues shall show every source of revenue along with amou nt derived from  each source. The budget

containing such statement of revenues and expenses shall be published at least one time during August or

September but not later than September 30th of the year in a newspaper published in the county, or if no

newspaper is published therein, then in a newspaper having a general circulation therein.

[With regard to any county which is required to operate on a countywide system of road
administration as described in Section 19-2-3, this section shall read as follows:]  

The county administrator of each county . ..  shall prepare at its August meeting of each year a com ple te

budget of revenues, expenses and a working cash balance estima ted for the  nex t fiscal year, which shall be based

on the aggregate funds estimated to be available for  the ensuing fiscal year for each fund, from w hich such

estimated expenses w ill be p aid , exclusive of school maintenance funds, which shall be shown separately and

exclusive of the budg et of the sheriff's departm ent w hich sh all be prep ared b y the sh eriff.   Such statement of

revenues shall  show every source of revenue along with the amount derived from each sourc e.  Th e bud ge t,

including the sheriff 's budget, containing such statement of revenues and expenses shall be published at least one

time during August or September but not later than September 30th of the year in a newspaper published in the

county, or if  no newspaper is published therein, then in a newspaper having a general circulation therein.  1988

Ex Sess, 14, §12; 2000, 605.

19-11-9.  Form of budget.  Th e b ud ge t of expenses, revenues, and working cash balance shall  be



prepared upon forms to be prescribed by  the  state  audito r, as th e head o f the  state  departm ent of aud it, or by the

director thereof appointed by the state auditor.  Such budget shall show in detail all estimates of the expenditures

to be made out of the general county fund and its auxiliary funds, the road and bridge maintenance and

construction funds, and the several bond and interest sinking funds for the bonded debt service in the next fiscal

year.  1950, 225; 1985, HB 1226.

Cro ss references--

As to d epartm ent of aud it, gen era lly, see §§7 -7-2 01 , et seq.

19-11-11.  Contents and approval of final budget.   The budget as finally determined, in addition

to setting out separately each general item of expenditure for which appropriations are to be made and the fund

out of which the same is to be paid, shall set out the total amount to be expended from each fund, the anticipated

working cash balance in the fund at the close of the present fiscal year,  the estimated amount, if any, which sha ll

accrue to the fund from sources other than taxation for the new fiscal year, and  the  am ou nt necessary  to be raised

for each fund by tax levy during such fiscal year.   The board, not later than September 15, shall  then approve and

adopt the budget and enter the same in detail in its minutes, and in like m ann er the said  boa rd shall enter the budget

of estimated expenses for the county department of edu cation , which sh all have been p repared and  presen ted  to

the board by the county superintendent of education, as provided by law.  1950, 247; 1985, HB 1226; 1986, 350.

19-11-13.  Keeping of uniform system of accounts.  Th e cle rk o f the  board  of sup erv isors shall

open and keep a regular set of books, as prescribed by the state department of audit .  Such set of books shall  be

known as the "u nifo rm  sys tem  of accou nts for th e co un ties,"  ... and sha ll contain accoun ts, under head ings,

corresponding with the several headings of the budget,  so that the expenditure under each head m ay at once be

known.  It sha ll be the duty of the said clerk to enter all receipts and expenditures in the said books or system of

accoun ts mon thly, post and balance the ledgers thereof at the end of each month so that all information needed

for a comprehensive review of the operations of the coun ty under budgetary limitations may be readily available.

Such books shall be paid for out of the general county fund.  1950, 247.

Cro ss references--

As to duties of clerk in receiving, fi ling and paying claims, see §19-13-29.

As to d epartm ent of aud it, gen era lly, see §§7 -7-2 01 , et seq.

19-11-15.  Expenditure of funds.   The board of supervisors shall  at  all t imes keep within the sum

named  in its budget and within the annual revenue, always seeking to lessen expenditures instead of exceeding

revenue and budget estimates.  The amount appropriated and authorized to be expended for any item in the budget

m ust not exceed the amou nt actually estimated for such item, and the total amoun t appropriated and authorized

to be expended from any fund, except for capital outlay, elec tion  expenses and  paym ent of em ergency  warrants

and interest thereon, or for extraordinary court expenses, shall  not exceed the total amount actually estimated for

all purp oses.  T he  tota l expend itures au tho rized to  be  m ade from  any fu nd  sha ll exclude reserves added thereto,

and the total shall  not,  in any event,  exceed the aggregate of the cash balance, excluding reserves, in such funds

at the close of the previous fiscal year,  plus the amount of estimated revenues to accrue to such fund, as determined

and fixed in the m anner he rein  provided, and the amount which may be raised for such fund by a lawful tax levy

during the current fiscal year.   1950, 247.

19-11-17.  Budget estimates not to be exceeded.  No exp enditu res sha ll be made, or liabilities

incurred, or wa rrants issued, in exce ss of the budget estimates as finally determined by the board of supervisors,

or as thereafter revised as is provided in Section 19-11-19 hereof.  The board shall  not approve any claim, and the

clerk shall not issue any warrant for any expenditure in excess of the budget estimates thus made and app roved

... or as thereafter revised .. . except upon the order of a court of competent jurisdic tion , or for an emergency as

provided in Section 19-11-21 hereo f.  Any violation of the provisions of this section shall  make the mem bers of

the board of supervisors voting for same, and the surety upon their official bonds, l iable for the full  amount of the

claim  allowed, the contract entered into, or the public work provided for, and the state auditor, as the head of the

state department of audit , shall  be authorized to sue for the recovery of the sum or sums so voted.  1950, 247.



Cro ss references--

As to penalty for claiming and receiving unauthorized compensation from county, see §19-13-35.

As to liability of mem bers of boards of supervisors for unauthorized appropriations, see §19-13-37.

19-11-19.  Revision of county budget.  W hen it shall appear to the board of supervisors that

collection of an ticipated revenues for any fund or funds will be more than the amou nts estimated, or that such

revenues will be less than the amount estimated, the board may revise the budget at any regular meeting during

the fiscal year by increasing or decreasing the items of said budget in proportion to the increase or decrease in the

anticipated revenue collections and/or other sources of funds.  W hen it shall appear to the board that some item

of the budget is in excess of the requirements therefor, and that the amount budgeted to suc h item w ill  not be

needed during the fiscal year, the board may, at any regular meeting, transfer funds to and from items within the

budget wh en an d w here  needed, but no such transfer shall be made from fund to fund, or from item to item, which

will resu lt in  the expenditure of any money for a purpose different from that for which the tax was levied.

How ever, revisions shall not be deemed to permit any expenditures in excess of the various items of the budget

as then approved, and any expenditures made in excess of the budget as then approved shall  be invalid, and

subsequent revision shall not validate such expend itures.  The  rev ision s m ade in  the  budg et sh all be spread on the

minutes of the board at the meeting at which they are made.  1950, 247.

19-11-21.  Emergency expenditures.   This section defines emergencies because of which boards

of supervisors, voting unanimously, may so declare, and make such expenditures as are found to be necessary, or

incur the liabilities, or borrow the mo ney, to meet such emergency, all without further notice or hearing, and may

revise the budget accord ingly.  These em ergencies are those  caused by fire, flood, storm, epidemic, riot or

insurrection, or caused by an inherent defect due to defective construction, or when the immediate preservation

of law and order or of public health is necessary, or when the restoration of a co nd ition  of u sefu lness o f any pub lic

building or other property which has been destroyed by accident o r oth erw ise, is  nece ssary, or w hen  m and atory

expenditures required by  law m ust be met.  The clerk shall issue emergency w arrants, drawn against the special

fund or funds properly chargeable with such expend itures.  If at the tim e there be not sufficient funds to pay such

wa rrants, the board of supervisors may borrow not to exceed the amount of the authorized emergency expenditure,

and in such event the board may levy a special tax, not to  exceed  two mills on the dollar, for the repayment of such

notes, which sh all be m ade to  m ature not la ter than  M arch 25th  next succeeding the date of issuance.  1966, 307.

19-11-23.  Monthly report of clerk.  The c lerk sha ll subm it to the b oard  of sup ervisors a t every

regular monthly meeting, a report showing the expenditures and liabilities incurred against each separate budget

item during the preceding calendar month, and for the fiscal year to the first of the current month, together w ith

the unencum bered balance in each fund.  He shall also set forth in detail the receipts from p roperty and other taxes

and from all other sources by each fund for the same period.  1950, 247.

19-11-25.  When appropriations made under budget lapse.   All appropriations of funds under

the provisions of a budget for a fiscal year shall lapse at the end of such year, and all books shall close September

30.  All disbursements and appropriations made on or after October 1, other than appropriations for uncompleted

im pro vem ents in p rocess  of con struction, sh all be ch arged  to the cu rren t (new) bu dg et an d a ll fun ds  actu ally

received on and after October 1 shall  be credited to the current (new) budget .  How ever , when the delay  in

presentation of any claim  is caused by  the w illful act of a  mem ber of the board of supervisors or other official of

the coun ty, su ch  m em ber or o fficia l sha ll be liable on his official bond, to the claimant thereof,  for the amount of

same.  In the ad m inistra tion  of the H om estead  Ex em ption L aw  of 1 94 6, how ever, the tim e sha ll be  ex tended to

October 20 following the close of the fiscal year,  for both the paymen t of claims and the accounting of revenue,

belonging to and/or accruing to the immediately preceding year.  1954, ex, 36.

19-11-27.  Certain expenditures for last year of term limited.  No  boa rd of su perv isors of any

coun ty shall  expend from, or contract an  ob liga tion  against, the budget estimates for road and bridge construction,

maintenance and equ ipm ent, made an d pub lished by it durin g the last  year of the term of office of such board,

between the first day of October and the first day of the following January, a sum exceeding 1/4 of such item of

the budget made and published by it, exce pt in case s of em ergen cy.  Th e clerk  of any county is hereby prohibited

from  issuing any warrant contrary to the provisions of this section.  No board of supervisors  nor any mem ber



thereof shall  buy any machinery or equipmen t in the last six mo nths of their or his term unless or until he has been

elected at the general election of that year.  1984, 480; 2000, 428.

CHAPTER 13.  CONTRACTS, CLAIMS AND TRANSACTIONS
OF BUSINESS WITH COUNTIES

19-13-11.  Contracts not to be made in vacation; approval.  A board of supervisors shall  not

authorize any one or more m embers of such board, or other person, to let or make contract for the building or

ere ction of public works of any description, or for working public roads, in vacation, or during a recess of said

boa rd except . ..  in cases of emergency when a bridge or road has been or is about  to  be damaged by floods or

otherwise, and in other special cases.  All other contracts shall be made and approved by said board in open

session, and the board sha ll accep t the  lowest  responsible bid. .. .  All contracts made in violation of any of the

provisions of law shall be void.  1942, 2924.

Cro ss references--

As to contracts for construction and maintenance of public roads and bridges, see §65-7-107.

19-13-15.  Payment for work not to be made until inspection; partial payments.  

[Note:  For contracts executed prior to July 1, 1984, see code book under this statute.

Fo r contracts execu ted  on  or a fter Ju ly 1 , 1984 , the  following  pro visio ns  apply :]

(1) The board of supervisors shall never make a payment to any contractor for building or repairing

a bridge, or for doing any work on a public road, public building or other public work, where the contract price

exceeds two hundred dollars ($200.00) bu t is less than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00), without first having the

sam e inspected and accepted by a committee, and having the certificate of the comm ittee, under oath filed and

entered on  the  m inu tes o f the board.   Such comm ittee shall be appointed by the board of supervisors for that

purpo se and sh all consist of at least two members of the board of other districts than the one in which the wo rk

is done.  The board shall  not be bound by the acc ep tance  of the co m mittee, and  sha ll never pay fo r the  work  in

such cases u ntil the specifications therefo r are com plied w ith and  the w ork com pleted.  In a ll cases of public w ork

let by the bo ard o f supe rvisors w here the con tract price exceed s one  thousand  dollars ($1,000.00), the board may

contract so as to provide for making partial  payments to the contractor therefor as the wo rk progresses.  In no case

shall the retained amount of such partial  payments be less than two and one-half percent nor more than ten percent

of the value of the w ork  done  and m ater ial used  in the performance of the contracts, such value to be estimated

by some competent person employed by the board to superintend suc h w ork , and not until the  sup erin tendent sh all

furnish to the board such estimate, in writing, on his oath as to the correctness of such estimate, which estimate,

with the oath annexed thereto, shall be filed with and recorded in the minutes of the board; provided, however, the

amount retained by the prime contractor from each paym ent due the subcontractor shall not exceed the percentage

withheld  by  the  board  of sup erv isors from  the  prim e contractors.  Before such person employed by the board  sha ll

enter upon the discharge of the duty of supervising such work, and before he shall furnish any estimate as to the

value of the work done, he shall  enter into bond in such penalty as may be fixed by the board, with sufficient

sureties, to be approved by the board, and conditioned for the faithful performance of his duties as superintendent

of such work, which bond shall  be filed and preserved by the board, and shall be liable to suit thereon in the name

of the co unty , for any  m isfeasance or m alfeasan ce on  the pa rt of such superintendent touching the performance

of his duties.   The board shall not be bound by the estimate of such superintendent, nor shall the making of any

partial payments on any public work, as above provided, be  construed as an  acc ep tance  of the w ork  and m ater ials

so inspected by such superintendent.  The board shall  not make the final payment on any such works or building

without first having the sam e inspected as a whole and a ccep ted by  a com m ittee of the bo ard, as hereinbefore

provided, and until the specifications are complied with and the work completed.

(2) The board of supervisors may m ake partial  payments for the work done and materials u sed  in

performance  of all contracts for public buildings and public works upon certification in writing to the board by

the architect or engineer on the project,  and on all  such contracts for work done and materials used in performance

of said contracts a percentage of not less than two and one-half percent of each estimate thereon paid shall  be



reta ined until final ac ceptance of such  pro ject.

(3) On any  con tract as desc ribed in th is section, excep t for a contract for building or repairing a bridge

or doing any work on a public road, of which the total amount  is  seven hundred fifty thousand  dollars

($750,000.00) or greater,  ten percent shall  be retained until  the work is at least fifty percent (50%) complete,  on

sch edule  and  satisfactory in the  architect's and /or eng ineer's op inion.  A t such tim e fifty p erc en t (50%) of that

retainage shall  be returned to the prime contractor for distribution to the app ropriate subco ntractors  and  supp liers

who  are on schedule and performing satisfactorily, in the opinion of the prime contractor.  Thereafter, a five

percent (5%) retainage shall  be withheld.  1976, 450; 1979, 454; 1984, 406; effective 7/1/84; and sha ll apply  on ly

to contracts executed on or after July 1, 1984.

Cro ss references--

As to inspection of roads, bridges, and ferries, see §65-19-41.

As to payment of road contractors, see §65-19-41.

19-13-17.  Purchase of road equipment. [With regard to any county which is exempt
from the provisions of Section 19-2-3, this section shall read as follows:]  A b oard  of sup ervisors

purchasing tractors, trucks and other machinery or equipment for constructing, reconstructing and maintaining the

pu blic  roads, shall not pa y, or ag ree or co ntract to pay, m ore therefor than the then p revailing  m anufacturer's re tail

l ist price at the factory, plus freight and sales tax , any federal exc ise tax, and  a reaso nable  serv ice a nd  assem bly

charge.  Th e board m ay  pro vide fo r the  paym ent of a ll or any  po rtion  of such p rice  over the usefu l life o f the

pro perty as de termined according  to the m ost recen t asset dep reciation ran ge (A DR) guidelines for the C lass Life

Asset Deprec iation Range System established by the Internal Revenue Service pursuant to the United States

Internal Revenue Co de and regulations thereunder or comparable depreciation guideline s w ith respect to any

equipment not covered by AD R guidelines; provided, however, that no installm ent contract desc ribed in  this

sentence may be  exec uted b y the b oard  during  the last yea r of the bo ard's term  of office.  A ll such deferred

paym ents shall  be represented by notes of the county, or a separate road district or supervisors district thereof, as

the case may be, to be dated at or after the time of delivery of the machinery, bearing interest at  a rate not

exceeding that allowed in Section 75-17-105, from date until paid, and payable to the seller of the machinery, or

the pu rchase r of th e notes, ou t of the road  fun d o f the  coun ty o r dis trict.  All such notes for any purchase shall be

payable on the fifteenth day of June or the fifteenth day of December, the first to be payable not more than one

year after date, and none of such notes shall be made to mature later than the fifteenth day of June of the last year

of the term  of office of the mem bers of the board making such purchase.  Said notes shall be signed by the

president of the board, and countersigned by the clerk thereof,  under the seal of the county.  Said notes may be

validated in the manner provided by law, and may be delivered to the seller of the machinery, or to any person who

will pu rchase  the  sam e at a  low er ra te of inte rest th an  said  seller is willing to accept, or at a like rate of interest plus

a premium, any money received from a sale of such notes to be applied to the payment of the ba lance  due on sa id

machinery, and any surplus to be paid into the road fund of the coun ty o r dis trict, as  the  case m ay  be .  On the first

business  day of each m on th in which any such note matures, the clerk shall docket the principal amount of such

note, with interest thereon to maturity, as a claim against the county, in favor of the last known  holder of such note,

and the  board  sha ll allow  the  sam e at its  regula r m eeting  he ld that m on th w ithout fu rthe r pre sen tation, p roof or

dem and, to  be  pa id as oth er c laim s in its p rop er o rde r. 

In all ad vertisem ents for bid s ... under this section, the boa rd ... shall insert in such ad vertisemen ts a

statement as to whether or not the road mach inery or equipment purchase is to be paid for in cash, or is to be

purchased upon  insta llment paym ents as  au tho rized here in.  A ll indebtedness shall  be incurred under the provisions

hereof m ay b e incu rred by the board without the necessity of calling an election thereon, receiving a petition

therefor,  or giving notice of the intention of the board to  incur such indebtedn ess .  How ever, no indebtedn ess  sha ll

be hereafter incurre d und er the p rov ision s of  this sec tion  which, w hen add ed  to the am ou nt o f no tes incurred

hereunder which are then outstanding shall require the use in the retirement of such notes in any one (1) year of

m ore than fifty percent (50%) of the am ou nt ava ilable to  the  coun ty, separate  road d istrict, o r supervisors  distric t,

as the case may be, for the maintenance of roads and bridges for the preceding fiscal year.   The amount availab le

for the maintenance of roads and bridges shall be deemed to be the sum of the amounts produced by the cou nty's

or distric t's sha re o f the  state  gasoline  and m oto r vehic le privilege  licen se tax, less that am ou nt requ ired by law

to be set aside for the payment of bonds, together with the amount produced by the road and/or bridge ad valorem

tax levy for such county or district, as the case may be .  Noth ing  herein , however, sh all be co nstrued to  invalidate



any indebtedness previously incurred and now outstanding.

W hen any county, separate road district, or supervisors district has heretofore incurred, or shall hereafter

incur an indeb tedness und er the p rov ision s of  this sec tion  for th e purchase o r roa d m achinery  or equ ipm ent, it sha ll

be the  du ty of the chancery clerk of such county to deduct each month from the distribution of the state gasoline

tax which would otherwise be paid to such county or district  (but not from the amount required by law to be set

aside for th e paym ent of bon ds) a p rop ortiona te am ou nt o f  the sum w hich will  be due as the principal of and

interest upon the next installment to be paid on such indebtedness, i t being the intention of this section to provide

that if the indebtedness be payable in semiannual insta llments then there  sha ll be  set aside  eac h m on th out o f said

distribution of state gasoline tax one-sixth (1/6) of the amou nt which will be necessary to pay the principal of and

any interest upon the next installment to become due, and that a like method of computation shall be followed in

all cases in determining the amount to be so set asid e.  All amounts so deducted under the provisions of this section

shall be kept in a separate fund of the county, separate road district , or supervisors district,  as the case may be, and

shall be expe nded  for no other pu rpose than the payment of the principal and interest of said  indeb tedness until

the same be paid.  Should said separate fund so created not be sufficient for the payment of the next maturing

installment of principal and interest when  the same becomes due, there shall be transferred thereto from  the road

and bridge fund such amo unt as will make the separate fund sufficient for the purpose.

If any perso n, firm , corpo ration o r assoc iation , or any  agen t or em ployee thereof, sha ll willfully  claim  and

receive any amount from any county, . ..  as the purchase price of, or as any installment upon the purchase price of,

any road machinery or equipment where the provisions of this section have not been complied with, or if any

mem ber of the board o f supervisors  sha ll know ing ly vote  for th e paym ent of any  unau tho rized c laim fo r the

purchase price, or any installment upon the purchase price, of any road machinery or equipment, then such person,

... shall  be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding double the

amount of such unauthorized claim, or by imprisonment in the co unty  jail for not m ore than six (6) months, or by

bo th su ch  fine  and im prison m ent.

[With regard to any county which is required to operate on a countywide system or road
administration as described in Section 19-2-3, this section shall read as follows:]

A board of supervisors purchasing tractors, trucks and other machinery or equipment for constructing,

recons truc ting and maintaining the public roads may provide for the paym ent of all or any portion of the price

thereof over the useful life of the property as determined according to the most recent asset depreciation range

(ADR) guidelines for the  Class L ife Asset Depreciation Range System established by the Internal Revenue Service

pursuant to the U nited S tates Internal R evenue  Co de an d regulations thereunder or comparable depreciation

guidelines with respect to any equipment not covered by ADR  guidelines; provided, however, that no installment

contract described in this sentence may be executed by the board during the last year of the board's term of office.

All such deferred payments shall  be represented by notes of the county, to be dated at or after the  time of de livery

of the machinery, bearing  interest a t a rate  no t exceed ing  tha t allow ed  in S ection  75 -17 -10 5, ... from  da te until

paid, and payab le to  the seller of the machinery, or the purchaser of the notes, out of the road fund of the county.

All suc h notes for any purchase sha ll be payable on June 15, or December 15, the first to be payable not more than

one (1) year after date, and none of such notes shall be made to mature later than June 15 of the last year of the

term of office of the m em bers  of the board making such purchase.  Said notes shall be signed by the president of

the board, and countersigned by the clerk thereof,  under the seal of the county.  Said notes may be validated in the

mann er provided by law, and may be delivered to the seller of the machinery, or to any person who  will purchase

the sam e at a  lower rate of interest than said seller is willing to accept,  or at a like rate of interest plus a premium,

any money received from  a sale of such notes to be applied to the payment of the balance due on said machinery,

and any surplus to be paid into the road fund of the county.  On the first business day of each month in which any

such note matures, the clerk shall docket the principal amoun t of such no te, with interest thereon to maturity, as

a claim against the county, in favor of the last known holder of such note, and the board shall allow the same at

its regular meeting held that month without further presentation, proof or demand, to be  pa id as oth er c laim s in

the pro per o rder.

In all advertisements for bids for road machinery or equipment und er this section, the  boa rd of su perv isors

shall insert in such advertisements a statement as to whether or not the road machinery or equipment purchased

is to be  paid for in cash, or is to be purchased upon installment paym ents as authorized h erein.  All indebtedness

incurred under the provisions hereof may be incurred by the board without the necessity of calling an election

thereon, receiving a petition the refo r, or giving no tice of the intention of the bo ard to incur such  indebtedn ess.

How ever, no indebtedness shall be hereafter incurred under the provisions of this sec tion  which, w hen add ed  to



the amount of notes incurred hereunder which are then outstanding shall  require the use in the retirement of such

notes in any one (1) year o r m ore than fifty percent (50%) of the amount available to the county for the

maintenance of roads and bridges for the preceding fiscal year.  The amount available for the maintenance of roads

and bridges shall be deemed to be the sum of the amounts produced by the county's share of the state gasoline and

motor vehicle privilege license tax, less that amou nt required by  law to be set aside for the paym ent of bon ds,

together with the amount produced by the road and/or bridge ad valorem tax levy for such county.  Nothing herein,

however, shall  be construed to invalidate any indebtedness previously incurred and now outstanding.

W hen a co un ty has heretofore incurred, or shall hereafter incur an indebtedness under the provisions of

this  section for the purcha se of ro ad  m achinery  or equ ipm ent, it sha ll be  the  du ty o f the  chancery c lerk  as cou nty

treasurer to pay the principal of and interest upon the indebtedness in semiannual installm ents from the road

m aintenance  and b ridge funds.

If any perso n ... sh all w illfully  claim  and rece ive any am oun t from any  coun ty as the purcha se price of,

or as any  installm ent upo n the pu rchase price of,  any road m achinery  or equ ipm ent where the prov ision s of  this

section have not been  com plied w ith, then suc h pe rson, ... shall be gu ilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction,

shall  be punished by a fine not exceed ing  doub le the am ou nt o f such  unau tho rized c laim  or b y im prison m ent in

the county jail  for not more than six (6) months, or by both such fine and imprisonment.  1983, 494; 1983, 541,

1988 Ex Sess, 14, §13, 1993, 556. 1995, 445.

Cro ss references--

As to a prohibition against installment buying, see §65-7-97.

Individual l iabili ty of supervisors for purchasing supplies,  equipment,  or heavy equipment in violation

   of law, see §31-7-48.

Purchases of comm odities without competitive bidding where contract price does not exceed approved

   state contract price, see §31-7-67.

Purch ase of motor vehicles from local dealers at price not in excess of 3%  over dealer invoice cost, see

   §31-7-69.

Imposition of standard state assessment in addition to all  court imposed fines or other penalties for any

   misdemeanor violation, see §99-19-73.

19-13-19.  Purchase of surplus road equipment from federal agencies.   1956, 182.

19-13-21.  Repairs of road equipment.   The board of supervisors may at any time hav e its road

m ach inery  and equ ipm ent repaired, o r m ay  pu rchase  repair parts  therefor . ..  whether or not there is then a sufficient

amount in the fund ou t of which the c ost thereo f m ust be  pa id.  The  claim  for such repa irs or pa rts shall be allowed

in due course when filed, and be  pa id in  its proper order as other claims.  However, if any repairs herein permitted

to be made after the first day of July of the last year of the term of office of the  m em bers o f the board making such

repairs sha ll exceed the sum of $500.00, such repairs shall not be made unless and until the board of supervisors,

or a m ajority o f them , sha ll have authorized the making of such repairs at a regu lar meeting o f such  boa rd, or a

special meeting called for that purpose.  1950, 246.

19-13-23.  Presentation of claims against county for allowance.  Any  person h aving a just

claim  again st any c oun ty shall file the sam e on  or be fore the last day of the mon th for which such claim may be

payable , with the clerk o f the  board  of sup erv isors for pre sen tation  to the board fo r allowance.  Sa id c laim  sha ll

be properly dated and itemized, and shall be accompanied by any evidence of performance of delivery as required

by Section 19-13-25. . ..   Claims may be amended .. . and the claimant may appear before the board . ..  if  desired.

1950, 244, 247.

19-13-25.  Itemization of claims for sales of personal property.   All claims filed for allowance

by a board o f supe rvisors w hich a re base d up on a  sale or sales o f any personal  prop erty  sha ll be  suf ficiently

itemized to sh ow  in detail the k ind , quan tity and price of the articles sold.  Claims covering the  sale  of lum ber shall

... show in detail  the grade or grades thereof,  the amount of each different size, together with the total number of

feet of each different grade and size, and the price per thousand feet . ..  stated separately for each different grade

and size . ...  Each item ized  invoice or statem ent ... sha ll be  acc om panied by e ither (1)  a receipt, in  like  de tail,

pro perly dated  and  signed  by a  pub lic officer, agen t or em ployee au thorized  to acce pt delivery  of such property,



or (2) a bill of lading or shipping receipt issued by a comm on carrier making delivery of such property, the rules

of which carrier required a receipt to be given by the consignee on  de livery, o r (3)  an  affidav it of the se ller, h is

agen t, o r employee, showing how, where, w hen, and  to w ho m  de livery ... w as m ade.  (Details are given as to what

the affidavit, if used, must contain.)  No c laim no t first filed with the clerk .. . shall be allowed un til the seller has

filed such claim in accordance with the requirements of this section.  1950, 244; 1973, 365.

Cro ss references--

As to payment of claim which clerk has failed to enter on docket of claims, see §19-13-27.

As to disposition of claims by board of supervisors,  see §§19-13-31, 19-13-43.

As to licensing  of p erso ns  selling perso na l pro perty to  coun ty, see §§1 9-1 3-1 7, et seq.

19-13-27.  Docket of claims.   The clerk of the board of supervisors shall  be furn ishe d w ith and  sha ll

keep  a "d ocke t of c laim s," in  which he sh all m onthly en ter all dem ands,  claim s an d accou nts a ga inst th e co un ty

in the order in which they are filed. . ..   All demand s, claims and accounts filed against the county shall  be

preserved by the clerk as a permanent record , and n um bered  to corresp ond  with the  wa rrants to be  issued  therefor,

if allowed. . ..   Any claim ant who se c laim  is no t allow ed  because of the  failure o f the  clerk to  keep the docket of

claims, sha ll be  en titled to  recov er the am ou nt o f such  claim  from such clerk on his official bond.  Failure of the

clerk to  keep  said  docket of cla ims shall also rend er the cle rk liable  to the co un ty in  the amount of $500.00, and

the audito r of p ub lic accoun ts, up on  info rm ation to  the  effect that  such c laim s do cket has n ot been kep t, sha ll

proceed immediately against such clerk for the collection of said penalty.  1950, 244; 1985, 514.

Cro ss references--

As to duties of clerk in receiving, fi ling and paying claims, see §§19-13-23, 19-13-29.

As to disposition of claims by board of supervisors and payment by clerk, see §§19-13-31, 19-13-43.

19-13-29.  Duties of clerk in receiving, filing and paying claims.  W hen claims against the

coun ty sha ll be  presen ted  to the clerk .. . he shall mark "filed" on each such claim, as of the date of presentation,

and sha ll audit, num ber, and docke t the  sam e co nsecutively  under the  head ing  of each fu nd  in the  book  of accou nts

required by S ection 19-11 -13 ou t of which the sam e shall be p aid .  The said clerk shall file the claims in like

m anner ... and p rese rve  ... them  ... as records  of h is office .  Each  year's records  sha ll be kept separate and begin

with a  new num ber for  eac h year. ...

In issuing any wa rrant ... on allow ance by  the bo ard ... to pa y any  one of the  claim s so  num bered  and kep t,

said  clerk shall enter the number of the claim and d esignate the fund against which allowed in the body of the

warrant so that the claim may be easily found and identified, and so that possible duplication can be avoided.

Failure  on the part of the clerk to perform the du ties requ ired  of h im  in th is co nn ection  sha ll m ake h im

not entitled to compensation for such duty .. . and the board is prohibited from making such allowance, but, instead,

the board shall be authorized to employ a competent person to  perform  the  du ties that the cle rk h as fa iled  to

perfo rm ...  and pay such person the compensation now  prov ided b y law  (either as clerk  or as county auditor) for

such serv ices.

Any  claim filed with the clerk on or before the last working day in the month prior to the next regular

meeting of the board  of supervisors at w hich claims a re considered  pursuan t to Section 19-13 -31 shall be so

docketed as to be considered by the board of supervisors at such meeting.  1950, 247; 1986, 489.

Cro ss references--

As to presentation of claims against county for allowance, see §19-13-23.

As to claims warrants,  see §19-13-43.

19-13-31.  Disposition of claims.  At eac h regu lar m eeting  of the board o f supervisors , the  claim s

docket shall  be called and all  claims then on file,  not previously rejected or allowed, shall  be passed upon in the

order in which they are entered upon the docket.   All claims found ...  to be illegal, and which cannot be made legal

by am endm ent, sha ll be  rejected  or d isallowed .  All other claim s shall be au dited, and  all tho se fo un d p rop er ...

shall be  allowed  in the orde r in w hich they  appear on the docke t, whe ther or n ot there  sha ll then  be  suf ficient

mon ey in the several fund s on which warrants must be drawn for their payment.  Those claims as to which a



continuance is requested by the claimant,  and those found to be defective but which might be perfected by

am endm ent, shall be continued.  When any  claim is allowed .. . the board ...  shall see that the claims docket

correc tly specifies the name of the claimant,  the number of the claim, the amount allowed, and on wha t acc ou nt.

...  The president or vice-president . ..  of the board ...  shall check the claims docket at the  clo se  of  each  da y's

business  ... sha ll verify the co rrec tness o f all docke t en tries m ade durin g the day .  He shall sign his name at the end

of the docket entries covering the day's business, but it shall not be necessary that he sign the docket under each

claim  allowed or otherwise disposed of.  The board shall enter an order on its minutes approving the demands and

accounts allowed, but it shall only be necessary to refer to such demands and accounts by the numbers as they

appear on the cla ims do cket.

If the board shall reject any claim .. . or refuse .. . to pass finally thereon, the claimant may appeal to the

circuit court, o r m ay  brin g su it against the  coun ty on su ch  claim .  In either case, if  the claimant recovers judgment

and notifies the clerk of the board of supervisors, and if  no appeal be taken to the Supreme Court,  the board  sha ll

allow  the sam e, and  a w arrant shall be issued  therefor.

If the term s of the invoice provide a discount for payment in less than forty-five days, boards of

supervisors  shall preferentially process  it and  use  all dilig ence  to obta in the savings  by  com pliance w ith the invoice

terms, if it would be cost effective.

In pro cessing c laim s of  vend ors , the  board  of sup erv isors shall be su bject to  the provisions of Sections

31-7-301, 31-7-305, 31-7-309, 31-7-311 and 31-7-313.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section to the contrary, the chancery clerk may be

autho rized by an  orde r of the bo ard o f supe rvisors en tered upo n its  minutes, to issue pay certificates against the

legal and p rop er fu nd  for th e sa laries of  offic ials and employees of the county or any department, office or official

thereof without prior approval by the bo ard o f supe rvisors as required by this section for other claims, provided

the amount of the salary has been previously entered upon the minutes by an order of the board .. . or by inclusion

in the current fiscal year budget and provided the payment thereof is otherwise in conformity with law and is the

proper amount of a salaried employee and for hourly employees for the num ber of h ou rs w ork ed  at the  hourly  rate

approved on the minutes.  1959, ex, 22; 1986, 489, 1989, 358.

Cro ss references--

As to duties of clerk in receiving, fi ling and paying claims, see §19-13-29.

19-13-33.  Certain allowances unlawful.   It  shall be unlawful for the  board  of sup erv isors to allow

a greater sum for any account,  claim, or demand .. . than the amount actually due .. . according to the legal or

ordinary cash compensation for such services rendered, or for salaries or fees of officers, or for materials furnished,

or to issue cou nty w arrants upon  such  acco unts, claim s or demand s, wh en allow ed fo r more than the actual amount

due. ...  An y illeg al allo wance ... may  be  inquired in to . ..  whenever the matter may com e into question in any case.

1942, 2942.

19-13-35.  Penalty for unauthorized appropriations.   If  any person shall  claim and  receive from

the board of supervisors any fee or compensation not authorized by law, or if any mem ber of such board sha ll

kn ow ing ly vote for the payment of any such unauthorized claim, or any appropriation not authorized by law, he

shall be subject to indictment, and, on conviction, be fined not exceeding double the amount of such unlawful

charge, or be imprisoned in the county jail not more than three months, or both.  1942, 2943.

Cro ss references--

As to authority of grand jury to examine records of county officers, see §13-5-57.

19-13-39.  How member may avoid liability.  Any m ember of the board of supervisors may have

his  vote, on any question before the board, recorded on the minutes thereof at the time of such vote, and a memb er

who voted against any unauthorized appropriation of money shall  not be liable therefor.  1942, 2945.

19-13-41.  Supervisors to furnish printed blank warrants.  Th e board o f supervisors  sha ll

provide the clerk  with su fficient p rinted w arrants ... "bo un d in  book  form " ... "w ith a su fficient b lank m arg in,"  to

be used in drawing mo ney out of the county treasury ...  and of the same  type . ..  to draw money out of the school

fund.  First appeared 1857, 59; 1942, 2946.



19-13-43.  Warrants; assignment thereof.  W arrants sha ll be  drawn by the cle rk, u nd er h is seal of

office, in favor of the claimants, on all  demands, claims and acc ou nts a llow ed  by  the  board , in the  ord er o f the ir

allowance, against the  sev era l fun ds  in the co un ty depository  from  which su ch  allowed  claim s must be paid.  The

boa rd of supervisors of any county may, in its discretion, adopt the use of a standard check signing machine to be

used in lieu of the manual  signing  of w arrants b y the cle rk, u nd er su ch  term s an d con ditions  as the board sha ll

deem  meet and proper for the protection of the interest o f the  coun ty.  N o w arrant sh all be signed, removed from

the warrant book, nor delivered by the clerk until there is sufficient money in the fund upon w hich it is drawn to

pay the same and all prior unpaid warrants drawn upon that fund, whether delivered or not.   The owner of any

claim so allowed may, either before or after allowance, transfer the same by ass ignm ent, and the holder of such

assignment sha ll be  en titled to  receive the w arrant therefo r at the p rop er tim e by p rese nting su ch  ass ignm ent to

the clerk at any time before delivery of such warrant to the original claimant.   1982, 374.

19-13-45.  Registration and payment of warrants.  All county warrants shall  be registered in a

book kept for that purpose, and the fact of registration shall be n oted o n the b ack  of the w arrant.  Th e dep ository

shall pay warrants in the order of their registration, unless  there a re su fficient fu nd s in th e treasu ry to  pay a ll

registered wa rrants.  This order of paym ent shall not apply to jury or w itness certificates, no r to w arrants u sed  in

payment of taxes.  A warrant not presented for payment within one year after da te of its reg istration sh all lose its

priority.  W hen warrants so used in the payment of taxes are turned over to the county depository by the tax

co llecto r in se ttlem ent the  said  tax collector shall  make a list  of said warrants,  showing date of registration  and

showing by  who m  and w hen sa id w arrants  were  so p aid  for taxes, an d sa id list sh all have attached  to it the  affidav it

of the tax collector that said warrants were actually received by his office in payment of taxes from the parties and

on the dates as set out in said list.   1912, 206.

19-13-47.  Oath required.  The cou nty depo sitory shall  not receive a jury or witness certificate nor

a school warrant from ...  any county officer in settlement unless the officer make oath that he received same in

payment of taxes or that he paid the holder the full  sum of its face value, etc.   1942, 2948.

19-13-49.  Claims for livestock killed or injured in dipping process.  Any owner of livestock

making claim  for dam ages for the death o r injury o f sam e ... as a  resu lt of d ipp ing  for th e erad icatio n o f the  cattle

tick, shall  first make proof of his loss to the board of supervisors. . ..   Any payments made thereon shall  be made

from the general county fund.  1917, 38.

19-13-51.  Defective bridges, causeways, and culverts--damages allowable for injury
suffered therefrom.  Th e board o f supervisors  of any  coun ty sh all have the pow er, in  its disc retion, to  allow

damages  sus tained  to sto ck  and o ther pro perty in jured o r destroyed w hile  traveling a long the public highways

maintained by the county where such loss is caused by defects in a bridge, causeway or culvert in such highway.

No such payment shall be allowed  unless such defect in such bridge, . ..  was the proximate cause of the injury and

was not apparent or discoverable by the exercise of reasonable diligence, and no such payment shall be m ade

unless such defect had existed for such a time that the failure to remedy or repair the same amounts to gross

carelessness on the part of the county.  Such payments shall be made from the county road and bridge funds.  1988

Ex Sess, §14.

19-13-53 and 19-13-55.  Defective bridges, causeways, and culverts--presentation of
claims; payment of claims.  How  claim s are  filed ; publication o f pend ency  of c laim s; four-f ifths  vo te

necessary.  1914, 203.

19-13-101.  Definition of "stationery."  The term stationery, as applied to purchases for the

counties of the state,  includes everything properly so called, and the boards of supervisors shall  provide for

everything in con trac ts for stationery a s he rein  defined that can be conveniently so purchased.  1950, 246; 1968,

506.

19-13-107.  Out of state contracts.  If the  board  of sup erv isors is sa tisf ied that  bids for printing

submitted by residen t printers are m aterially more expensive .. . than prevails in adjoining states (the board) may



requ ire such bids to be lowered .. . and if  the resident bidders refuse  so to do ... the boa rd m ay m ake  tempora ry

contracts with printers located outside of the state.   1936, 222.

19-13-109 through 19-13-119.  Bids may be rejected; bids and contracts to be definite;
rejection or bids when bidder is unfair; bonds required of contractors; payment of bills; penalty
for noncompliance with the law.  The board of sup erv isors m ay  reject an y and  all bid s ... and no b id sh all

be considered unless .. . accompanied by a certified check .. . for at least $25.00, or said sum in cash.  19-13-115

A ll bids an d con trac ts. ... must be  spe cific  ... and  the  board  sha ll give prefe rence  to those b ids w hich are mos t

specific.  196 8, 506.  If it appears ... that there has been a combination between the bidders,  or tha t the  bidding is

pu rpo sely  unfair .. . all bids may be rejected.  1968, 506.  The successful bidder shall execute a bond to be approved

by the board ... 1968 , 506.  All accou nts and b ills ... shall be approved and allowed as other claims against the

counties are requ ired to be , and w arrants issued for the  pay m ent ou t of the county  treasury .  1968, 506.  M em bers

of the board o f supervisors fa il ing to  comp ly with the provisions of the (printing bid and contract law) shall  be

gu ilty of a misdemeanor a nd, upon conviction thereof,  shall be punished by a fine of not less than $10.00 or

imprisonment, or both.  1916, 135; 1968, 506.

CHAPTER 15.  RECORDS AND RECORDING

19-15-1.  Preservation of essential public records of county governments.   The board of

supervisors  ...  is hereby authorized and emp owered ...  to preserve essential records . ..  of such county, deemed by

the board  to be an  essen tial record  necessary to  the operation of government in an emergency created by disaster

or containing information necessary to protect the rights and interests of persons or to establish and affirm the

pow ers and duties of governments in the resumption of operations after the destruction or damage of the original

records. ...  The board ... is authorized  ... to en ter in to contracts ... w ith any  person, firm  or corp ora tion  to make

and prepare suc h co pies ... and to p rovide for an d en ter into con tracts concerning their safekeeping and

preservation ...  at points of storage at a location within the state other than the legally designated . ..  location .. . of

such record s. In the event the original record or records shall  have been destroyed, any such copy or reproduction

shall be deemed to be an original record .. . and shall be treated as an original record in all  courts or administrative

agencies for the purpose of its adm issib ility in e vidence .  Th e board o f supervisors  is au tho rized ... to  ... expend

moneys out of the available funds of the county for the purpo ses of this section. [No te: This section allow s a

coun ty to participate in a records m anagemen t program established by the Department of Archives, Local

Government Records Comm ittee.]  1963, 1st Ex Sess, 11; 1996, 537.

19-15-3.  Reproduction of certain county records; destruction of originals.   Whenever any

coun ty records, documents, files or pap ers whatsoever are required by law to be preserved and retained, or which

are necessary or desirable to be preserved or retained, the board of supervisors of such county shall have the power

and authority, in its discretion, to destroy or dispose of any such records . ..  after having reproductions made thereof

as hereinafter provided.

[This  lengthy section enumerates requirements and stipulations concerning record storage and

reproduction and should be referred to  for  complete in form ation. U nd er th is section, cou nties are  allowed  to

participate  in a records managem ent program established by the Departm ent of Archives, Local Government

Record s Com m ittee.]

The boa rd of su perv isors is au tho rized to  pay a ll expenses in curred  in the repro du ction o f record s an d ...

in making provision for their preservation .. . and storage . ..  from the general fund.  1950, 240; 1996, 537.

19-15-5.  Photostating or other photorecording equipment for chancery clerks.  The b oard

of supervisors of any county is authorized and empowered, in its discretion, to purchase all the necessary

equipment and supplies needed for the electronic storage of documents out of the general fund of said county.

Be fore pu rchasin g  su ch  equipm ent advertisem ent sha ll be  made, as  required by law for letting of bids,  and the

boa rd shall  purchase the equipment from the lowest and best bidder on the type machine desired to be purchased.

1952, 225; 1994, 521.

Cro ss references--



As to authority of board o f supervisors to contract for reprodu ction of certain docum ents, see §19-15-3.

19-15-7.  General index of disposed chancery and probate cases; filing system for papers
in such cases.   The board of supervisors of any county may, when  in its opin ion  the  interest o f the  coun ty w ou ld

be served thereby,  have made a complete index of all  chancery court cases and probate court causes which have

been finally disposed of in the courts of the county.  Said board may provide for the proper storage and

preservation of the original papers in all cases which have been finally disposed of in the chancery court or the

pro ba te court o f the  coun ty.  Such genera l index  sha ll be prepared by the chancery clerk, and the necessary fil ing

system shall  be installed under his direction.  The board  of sup erv isors shall be au thorized  to pay  to the ch ancery

clerk such reasonable compensation therefor as the board may deem proper.   1946, 382; 1994, 521.

19-15-9.  Rebinding of record books; transcription of deteriorating record books.   The

boa rd of supervisors shall have rebound all  record books of conveyances and of last wills and testaments, of

indexes thereto, and all  other record books of the co un ty that need to  be rebound.  The board shall have transcribed

into  new record books all  conveyances an d oth er instruments of record, and indexes thereto, that need to be

transcribed for preservation.  The cost thereof shall  be paid out of the county treasury.  1942, 2900.

Cro ss references--

As to procedures for supplying lost records, see §25-55-3.

19-15-11.  Record of abstracts of title.   The board of supervisors . ..  may .. . procure by purcha se

or have made,  a complete abstract of ti tles to land in the county, and may provide all  books necessary for the

pu rpo se.  T he  costs thereof sha ll be  pa id out o f the  coun ty treasu ry.  S uch abstrac ts ... shall  be kept in the office

of the chancery clerk .. . as a public record.  1942, 2902.

CHAPTER 17.  COUNTY AUDITORS

19-17-1.  The clerk is county auditor.   The clerk of the  board  of sup erv isors is co un ty auditor,  and

he shall  perform the duties of auditor as prescribed by law.  1942, 3003.

Cro ss references--

As to salaries of county auditors, see §25-3-19.

As to cou nty  budg ets, se e §§1 9-1 1-1 , et seq.

As to d epartm ent of aud it, gen era lly, see §§7 -7-2 01 , et seq.

19-17-3.  To keep certain ledger accounts.  Th e co un ty audito r shall keep a  well-bou nd  book , in

which he shall keep an account with each county office, and with the courthouse, jail,  and poorhouse, and w herein

he shall  enter allowances for each.  He shall  keep accounts of allowances made for mileage and pay for the

m em bers  of the board of supervisors and of jurors, and of witnesses for the state, each separately, as w ell as

expenditures on account of eac h part o f every  public  road und er a  sep ara te co ntract or oth er se parate  link.  1942,

3004.

Cro ss references--

As to preparation of warrants for disbursement of district  road funds, see §65-19-39.

As to chancery  clerk being c lerk  of b oard o f supervisors , see  §§19 -3-2 7, et seq. ; Const 170.

19-17-5.  To keep depository funds ledger.  Th e co un ty aud itor sh all keep, as a record in  his

office, a book to  be s tyled "depository funds ledger" in which he shall record all  receipts and disbursements of

county funds, and he  sha ll com pare and  recon cile said  "depository funds ledger" with the depository's report of

funds in the county on deposit, as shown by such report, quarterly and/or at such other times as may b e required

by the board of supervisors.  1946, 337.



19-17-7.  To keep accounts of officers.   The county auditor shall keep a suitable book, in which

he sha ll enter the ac coun ts of  all of ficers w ho se d uty  it is to receive or collect any money for the county, exhibiting

the debits and credits, and what they represent, whether money, warrants,  or bonds, and whether belonging to the

general or any special fund.  Such book  sha ll be at all  times subject to the inspection of any citizen of the county.

1942, 3006.

19-17-9.  To issue receipt warrants.  I t shall  be the duty of the county auditor to issue his receipt

warrant to any person desir ing to pay money into the county treasury, specifying the amount and the particular

account on which such payment is to be made, and the fund to w hich it belong s.  H ow ever, a  receip t warrant sh all

not be credited to the person making such payment, nor be charged to the county depository, until there shall be

produced and filed with such auditor a duplicate receipt,  signed by the depository, for the sum specified in such

receipt warrant.  1942, 3007.

Cro ss references--

For requirement that county depository furnish triplicate receipts to depositors, see §27-105-321.

19-17-11.  To settle with officers, and exact payment.  Th e co un ty aud itor sh all ex am ine , audit,

and settle the accounts of the collector of taxes payable into the county treasury, and of all  officers receiving funds

payable  into same, and sh all req uire  all sum s du e fro m  any o ffice r to be paid  into  the county depository on the day

such funds are collected or on the next bu siness day thereafter.  In all  cases,  on issuing his receipt warrant for the

payment of any money  into the county treasury, he shall charge the person to whom  the warrant is issued with its

am ou nt, if not before charged to such person, and on presentation to him  of the dup licate  receip t of the co un ty

depo sitory , he  sha ll charge it w ith su ch  sum , and c red it the p erso n to  who m  the  receip t warrant w as issued  with

the sum.  If any officer whose duty it is to make any  paymen t into the cou nty  treasu ry, shall fail to do so as

prescribed by law, the county auditor or the board of supervisors shall forthwith institute suit against the officer

on his official bond for such default.   1942, 3008; 1985, HB 1226; 1986, 305.

Cro ss references--

As to settlem ent of tax collector's accoun ts, generally , see  §§27 -29 -1, et seq.

As to duty of tax collector to present cash book to county auditor,  see §27-41-41.

As to settlement with county by paying amount due to county depository, see §27-105-325.

19-17-13.  To debit and credit tax collector with county taxes.   It  shall be the duty of the clerk,

as cou nty au ditor, on  de livering  the  assessm ent rolls to  the  tax  co llecto r, to charge h im  with the fu ll am ou nt o f all

taxes required to be paid into the county treasury, as shown by the rolls and the law, or by the order of the bo ard

of supervisors levying county taxes, and in settling with him to charge him w ith any additional assessments .. . that

may  have  been  m ade, an d to  credit h im  on ly w ith su ch  paym ents as  he  sha ll have  m ade, ac cordin g to  law , into  said

treasury, and w ith su ch  legal allo wa nces a s shall hav e bee n m ade  to him  by the  boa rd of superv isors, or as are

fixed by law.  1942, 3009.

Cro ss references--

As to monthly reports of tax collector,  see §§27-29-11, 27-29-15.

As to penalty for failure of tax collector to make settlement,  see §97-11-47.

19-17-15.  To charge appropriate officer with jury taxes, fines, penalties, and forfeitures.

It shall be the duty of the clerk, on rece iving from  the circuit court the list of jury taxes accrued at an y term  thereof,

and of the fines, penalties and forfeitures imposed or accrued at each  term of the co urt, at once , as cou nty au ditor,

to charge the sheriff of the county . ..  with the full  amount thereof,  and to requ ire the sh eriff to  pay the am ou nt in to

the county treasury, except such as he shall  show a legal excuse for not collecting and paying.   When a fine,

penalty, or fo rfeitu re sh all be im po sed  by  any cou rt of w hich he is a  clerk, he sh all, as county auditor, at once

charge such sum to the proper officer, and require its payment into the county treasury.  1942, 3010, 3011.



19-17-17.  To examine books of officers and make proper charges; report to grand jury.

The clerk ... as  coun ty aud itor, is authorized  and requ ired  to examine the accounts, dockets and records of clerks,

sheriffs, and other o ffice rs of his  coun ty, to  ascerta in if any  m on ey  payable  into  the  coun ty treasu ry is  pro perly

chargeable  to them, and he shall charge them w ith such mon ey.  It shall be his duty to make written report, under

oath, to each regular session of the grand jury setting forth the conditions as found by said examination, and any

failure to m ake su ch  report sha ll be a m isdem eanor, and upon conviction for same he shall be fined not less than

$50.00 nor more than $200.00.  1914, 237.

19-17-19.  To report defaulting officers.  If any justice of the peace, or other officer required by

law to m ake repo rt or fu rnish list to  the clerk of the board of supervisors, or to make pay ment of any money

accruing to the county or state and payable into the cou nty treasu ry, shall fail to do so , or if the county depo sitory

shall fail to  bring a ll money s or certificates of depo sit belong ing to the  cou nty treasu ry to the bo ard o f supe rvisors

to be co un ted  by  the  board  as requ ired  by  law , it shall be the duty of the clerk, as county auditor, to report such

delinquent in writing, to the grand jury, and also to the district  attorney, for the institution of legal proceedings for

the default .  1942, 3013.

Cro ss references--

As to duty of justice of the peace to account for all  fines and penalties, see §9-11-19.

19-17-21.  To credit and report on poll tax.  It is the  du ty of  the county auditor to place to the

credit of the public school fund of the county all  sums of money paid into the county treasury from  collection of

po ll taxes.  [This statute has not been repealed, but as a result of federa l court rulings, it  is now of li tt le,  or no,

effect.]  1942, 3014.

CHAPTER 19.  CONSTABLES

19-19-1.  Number to be elected.  

(1) In accordance with the provisions of S ection  1 o f this a ct, the re sh all be a competent number of

constables in each county of the state.

(2) The board  of sup erv isors shall furnish each  con stable w ith at least two (2 ) com plete un iforms and

with some type of motor vehicle identification which clearly indicates that the motor vehicle is being used by a

constab le in h is officia l cap acity.  A  con stable sha ll, at all tim es w hile on  official duty, w ear his uniform  and, when

in his vehicle,  clearly display his official motor vehicle identification required to b e furnished pursuant to  this

subsection.  In addition, the board of supervisors shall provide each constable with a blue flashing light which the

constab le shall affix to his motor vehicle at all times w hile using such mo tor vehicles on official duty.  The design

of suc h unifo rm s, the  design  of such m oto r vehic le identification and the type of such flashing blue light shall  be

prescribed by the board on law enforcement officers standards and training in order that all constables within the

state shall  be similarly equipped.  1986, 441.

19-19-3. Oath and bond of office.  Co nstab les sha ll take the oath of office prescribed by the

Con stitution and  give bon d, w ith sufficient surety, to be payable, conditioned and approved as provided by law

in the sam e m anner as o ther coun ty o fficia ls, in a  pena lty equ al to  $25,000 .00 .  Th e bon d p rem ium for each

constab le sha ll be paid from the general county fund of the respective counties.  The board of supervisors of the

county may at any time require such additional sum as it  deems necessary.  1986, 458.

19-19-5.  General duties of constables.  

(1) It shall be  the  du ty o f every  constab le to  keep  and p rese rve  the  peace w ithin  his cou nty , by

faith fully  aid ing  and assistin g in  executing the cr imina l law s of  the  state ; to g ive  info rm ation , w ithout delay , to



so m e justice court judge or other proper officer, of all  riots, routs and unlawful assemblies, and of every violation

of the  pena l law s w hich m ay  com e to  his  know ledge  in any  manner wha tsoe ver; to execu te and return all process,

civ il and c rim ina l, law fully  directed  to him , acc ord ing  to the co m m and thereof; and  to pay  over a ll mon eys, when

collected by  him  to the perso n lawfully  au tho rized to  received the same.  No constable shall receive any fee

provided by law for making an arrest, or attending any trial , wherein the defendant has been arrested, or is being

tried for any violation of the motor vehicle laws comm itted on any designated United States highway located

within the district or county of the constable.

(2) (a)  During a co nstab le's term  of o ffice , eac h con stab le sh all attend and, to the extent to which he

is physically able, participate in a curriculum, with a duration of two (2) weeks, which addresses the nature and

scope of specific duties and responsibili ties of a constable and which includes firearm use and safety training, to

be established by the Board on Law Enforcement Officers Standards and Training in the fie ld of law enforcement

at the M ississippi Law E nforcement Officers' Training Academ y or such other training programs that are approved

by the Board  on L aw  Enforcem ent O fficers Standards and Training pursuant to Section 45 -6-9. No  physical fitness

test shall  be required to be successfully completed in order to complete the training program . The board of

supervisors  of the county shall be responsible for paying, only one time, the tuition, living and travel expenses

incurred by any constable of that county in attendance at such training program or curric ulum .  If such  constab le

does atten d and , to the  ex ten t to which he is physically able, participate in the entirety of the required program or

curriculum, any further training which may be required by this section shall  be completed at the expense of such

constable.  No constable shall be entitled to the receipt of any fees, costs or compensation authorized by law after

the first tw en ty-fo ur (2 4) m on ths in  office if he fa ils to attend the required training and, to the extent to which he

is physically able, participate in the entirety of the appropriate program or curriculum.  Any constable who do es

not complete the required training wh en req uired m ay ex ecu te and  return civil process but thereafter shall  not be

pa id any fees, costs or compensation for executing such process and shall  not be allowed to exercise any law

enforcement func tions or to carry a firearm in the performance of his duties until  he has completed such training.

(b)( i) The Board of Law Enforcement Officers Standards and Training sh all develop a program of

continuing education training for constables to attend consisting of eight (8 ) ho urs  annu ally . Th e prog ram  sha ll

be divided equa lly betw een firearm s train ing  and sa fety  and instruction in both substantive and procedural law.

The training program shall be conducted by the Mississippi Constables Association, and appropriate parts of the

program m ay b e con duc ted by  m em bers  who have been certified by the board to conduct the training program.

The cost of travel,  tuition and living expenses in attending the continuing training shall be paid out of the Law

Enforcement Officers Training Fund created in Section 45-6-15.

     ( ii) No constable elected prior to January 1, 2000, shall  be required to comply with the continuing

education requirements of this paragraph (b); however,  any constable may elect to attend the annual training and

shall be re imb ursed  therefor a s prov ided in  this parag raph  (b).

(c)  The provisions of this subsection shall  not apply to a constable who has received a certificate from

the Bo ard on Law  Enforcem ent O fficers Standards and Training evidencing satisfaction of subsections (2) and (3)

of Section 45-6-11, or who is exempt from the requirements of subsections (2) and (3) of Section 45-6-11 by the

provisions of subsection (1) of Section 45-6-11. 1986, 441; 1993, 343; 2000, 578.

Cro ss references--

Submission of training program for constables, see §19-19-6.

Duties impo sed on  sheriffs and constables by  the M iss. Co de o f M ilitary Ju stice and  pen alties for failure

   to perform, see §33-13-623.

M ississ ipp i Law En forc em ent Office rs' Train ing  Academ y genera l, see  §45-5 -1, et seq.

Board on Law Enforcement Officers Standards and Training generally, see §§45-6-5 through 45-6-9.

19-19-6. Training programs for constables.  On or before January 7, 1990, the Board on Law

Enforcement Officers Standards and Training shall subm it to the M ississippi State L eg islature a proposal

describing the  train ing  pro gram  required by S ection  19 -19 5, w hich is spec ifically designed for the training of

constables.  Th e prop osal sh all se t forth  in detail the nature and scope of the curriculum and time period of training

for constables, with due consideration being given to the specific duties and responsibili ties of constables. 1989,

586.



19-19-7.  Constable to attend justices' court.  I t shall  be the duty of the constable to attend the

justices' courts of his district, and to obey  their law ful orders.  He sh all ex ecute  all jud gm ents of  said  courts  in any

criminal case before them.  1942, 3891.

19-19-9.  Effect of failure to execute and return execution.  If any constable or other officer

fail to execu te and return according to law, any execution to him directed by any justice of the p eace , on o r before

the return day thereo f, the plaintiff in exec ution m ay recov er the am oun t thereof, with interest and cost  and five

per cen tum  dam ages th ereon , by  m otion befo re the justice  to w ho m  the  execution w as re turn ab le, aga inst the

officer and h is sureties.  W hen any constable,  or such other officer, of his sureties, shall  have paid the amount of

mon ey and damag e recovered, the original judgment shall be vested in the person so paying.  The justice, on

motion, may fine the officer not exceeding fifty dollars for failing to return such execution.  1942, 3888.

19-19-15.  Penalty for neglect of duty.  A  constable who shall fail to discharge any of the duties

required of h im , when no o ther pena lty is provided for such fa ilure , sha ll be liable to  be  fined, as for a con tem pt,

not exceeding $50.00, by the justice of the peace before whom  the proceedings may be pending.  Code 1942, 3892.

Cross references--

As to penalty for neglect of duty, see §§19-19-15, 97-11-37.

As to fees, see §25-7-27.

As to embezzlement by county officer, see §97-11-25.

CHAPTER 21.  CORONER

19-21-101 through 19-21-109.  Mississippi Coroner Reorganization Act.   1986, 459.

CHAPTER 23.  COUNTY ATTORNEYS

19-23-1 through 19-23-19.  County attorneys, generally.   These sections deal with the office,

duties, qualifications, etc. of cou nty attorneys.  O f particular interest for purpo ses of this w ork  are the following

provisions:

He is not to defend criminal cases in the county, but he m ay  in a  coun ty in  another c ircu it court d istrict.

 1975, 476.  He may be  attorney for the board .. . and be paid the additional salary otherwise provided by law for

the board's attorney, in addition to the salary of the county attorney, fixed for services as county prosecuting

attorney.  1944, 188.  The board of supervisors may pay a reaso nable  sum  no t exceed ing  $1 ,000.00 per m on th to

the county prosecuting attorney for secretarial services actually rendered to him in the discharge of the official

duties of his office. 1997, 570. Harrison County (by description) has special provisions in the law.  1973, 322.

Cro ss references--

As to exemption of certain attorneys'  work products from requirement of public access, see   §25-1-102.

CHAPTER 25.  SHERIFFS

19-25-1.  Commission; terms of office; oath and bond.   There shall  be chosen one sheriff for

each county, who shall  be com m issioned by the gov ernor.  H e ... sha ll take  the  oa th p resc ribed ... an d ente r into

bond . ..  in the penalty .. . prescribed in Section 19-25-5.  Code 1942, 4231; 1986, 458.

Cro ss references--

As to re spon sibilities of  she riff in con nection w ith tw o-w ay  rad io

equipment purchased for coroner, see §19-21-35.



19-25-3.  Eligibility to hold office of sheriff; training in law enforcement required.  A

person shall not be eligible to the office of sheriff who shall, at the time of his election, be a defaulter to the state,

or any county or m un icipality  thereof,  or to the United States.   Any person who is not a qualified elector,  or who

denies the  ex istence  of a  Su prem e B eing, sh all not be elig ible  to sa id o ffice .  A she riff shall be elig ible  to

imm ediately succeed himself in office.

Prior to taking the oath of office .. . each sheriff-elect (excluding those who have previously served as

sheriff, or h ave had  at least five  years' exp erience as  a fu ll-time enforc em ent officer, o r have  previously

success fully  completed a course of training at the M ississippi Law Enforcement Officers ' Academy, or the Jackson

Police Academ y) sha ll, at the  expense of the  coun ty, a ttend and  com ple te a (course) in the field of law enforcement

at the M ississippi Law Enforcement Officers'  Academy. . ..  No sheriff, excluding those who are exempt from the

initial course specified in this section, shall, until he has attended such academy w ithin one year after taking office,

be entitled to payment of salary after the first year in office.

Prior to July 1, 1983, or as soon thereafter as permitted by vacancies at the M ississippi Law Enforcement

Officers' Academy, either the sheriff or one deputy  she riff in each cou nty  having two or m ore full-time depu ties

shall, at the expense of the county, attend and complete a (course) in the field of narcotics and dangerous drugs

at the said academy. .. .  1972, 357.

19-25-5.  Penalties of bond.   The sheriffs of the several counties shall give bond, with sufficient

surety, to be payable, conditioned and approved as p rov ided by law and in  the  sam e m anner as o ther coun ty

officials, in a penalty  equa l to one  hund red  thousand dollars ($10 0,000 .00 ), the  prem ium  for w hich sh all be paid

by the county.  1968, 369; 1986, 458.

19-25-7 through 19-25-11.  Sheriff--liability, duties; incapacity to serve; arrest and
confinement.  Th e rem edy on the sh eriff's b on d sh all be jo int and  sev era l.  Co de  1942 , §423 4.  If the  she riff is

a party to any suit , or for other cause be incapable or un fit to execu te his office in any particular case, or if  he have

outstanding against him  a wa rrant for his arrest ... where there is no  vacancy in  the  office o f sheriff ... the circu it

judge or chancellor may appo int someone else to act.  1986, 459.  If there be an outstanding w arrant for the arrest

of the she riff ... any  co ns tab le ... or any  m arsh al or po lice o ffice r ... may  execute  the  sam e an d a rres t the  said

sheriff. ... Sa id officer m aking  the  arrest shall be the jailo r of said  coun ty du ring  the  confin em ent of the sh eriff in

jail  and/or while  his cause on said criminal charge is pending for trial,  provided the sheriff was jailor and living

in the jail at the time of his arrest.   1938, 296; 1986, 459.

19-25-13.  Budgeting and financing of sheriff's department.  Th e sh eriff sha ll, at the  July

meeting of the board of supervisors, submit a budget of estimated expenses of his office for the ensuing fiscal year

beginning October 1 in such form as shall  be prescribed by the Director of the State Department of Audit.  The

boa rd sha ll examine this proposed budget and determine the amount to be expended by the sheriff . ..  for the fiscal

yea r and  m ay inc rease o r reduc e said am oun t as it deem s necessary  and  prop er.

The budget shall include amounts for compen sating the deput ies  and othe r em ploy ees o f the she riff 's

office; for insurance providing protection for the sheriff and his deputies in case of disability,  death, and similar

coverage; for travel and transportation expen ses ... for feeding prisoners and inmates of the county jail,  and for

such other expenses as may be incurred in the performance of the duties of the office of sheriff.   In addition, the

budget shall include amo unts for the paym ent of premiums on bond s and insurance for the sheriff and his deputies

which, in the opinion of the board of supervisors, are deemed necessary to protect the interests of the county or

the sheriff and his deputies.  Such amounts shall include official bonds and any bonds required of his deputies by

the sheriff; liability insurance; insurance against false arrest charges; insurance against false imprisonment charges;

theft, fire and other hazards and hospitalization insurance as provided for in Sections 25-15-101 and 25-16-103.

The board may authorize the reimbu rsement of the sheriff and deputies for the use of privately owned  automobiles

... in the performance of official duties at the rate provided by law for state officers and emp loyees, or may

authorize the purchase by the sheriff of such motor vehicles and such equipment as may be needed for operation

of th e sh eriff's o ffice , suc h veh icles  and equ ipm ent to be owned by the co un ty. ...  

The boa rd of su perv isors m ay ac quire o ne o r more credit cards which m ay  be  use d by the sh eriff and  his

de pu ties to pay  exp enses incurred by  them  wh en traveling in o r out of state in the  perform ance of their offic ial

duties.  The cha nce ry clerk o r the cou nty purchase clerk  sha ll main tain  com ple te record s of all credit card  num bers

and all rec eip ts an d o ther do cum ents rela ting  to the use o f such  credit cards.   Th e sh eriff sha ll furn ish receip ts for



the use of such c red it card s each  m on th to  the  chancery c lerk  or p urchase c lerk  who  sha ll sub m it a written rep ort

m on thly  to the board o f supervisors , which repo rt shall include an item ized list of all expend itures and use of the

credit cards for the month, and such expenditures may be allowed for payment by the county in the same manner

as other items on the claims docket.  The issuance of a credit card to a sheriff or his deputy under the provisions

of this section shall  not be construed to authorize such sheriff or deputy sheriff to use such credit card to make any

expenditure which is not otherwise authorized by law.

The board of supervisors is hereby authorized and em po wered, in  it discretion, to appropriate and pay a

sum not to exceed $400 .00  an nu ally  as a clothing allowance to each plainclothes investigator employed by the

sheriff's  office of  such county.  The board of supervisors of any county bordering on the Gulf of M exico and

having a population of more than thirty-one thousand seven hundred (31,700) but less than thirty-one thousand

eight hund red  (31 ,800) accord ing  to the 199 0 F edera l Ce nsus  m ay  appro pria te an d pay  a su m  no t to  exceed

$4 00 .00  annu ally  as a  clo thing a llow ance to the ad m inistra tor o f the  coun ty ja il.

The board  of sup erv isors shall, at its  first meeting of each quarter beginning on  October 1, Ja nu ary  1, A pril

1 and July 1, appropriate a lump sum  for the sheriff for the expenses of his office during the current quarter.  The

qu arterly appropriation shall be one-fourth of the amount approved in the ann ual bu dge t unless the  sheriff requests

a different amount.  Except in case of emergency .. . the appropriation for the quarter beginning in October of the

last year of th e sh eriff's te rm  sha ll no t exceed  one-fo urth  of the an nu al bud ge t.

Th e sh eriff sha ll file a repo rt of a ll expenses o f his  office incurred during the preceding month with the

boa rd of sup ervisors  for approval at  its regular monthly meeting in a form to be prescribed by the Director of the

Sta te Department of Audit,  and upon fil ing thereof,  and approval by the board, the clerk of the board shall issue

warrants

in paymen t thereof but not to exceed the budget appropriation for that quarter.  Any appropriated fund s which a re

unexpended at the end of the fiscal year shall  remain in the county general fund.

The budg et fo r the  she riff's office  m ay  be  rev ised  at an y regu lar  meeting by the board  of supervisors.

Upon  recomm endation of the sheriff, the board may at any regular meeting make supplemental appropriations

sheriff 's office.

Any  fees previously required to be paid by a sheriff shall be paid by the board of supervisors by including

the estimates therefor in the sheriff 's budget.  All fees and charges for services heretofore collected by  she riffs sh all

be collected by said sheriff and paid mo nthly into the general fund of the concerned county.  However, any fees

heretofore collected by such sheriffs from the county shall not be paid.  1972, 385; 1991, 518.

Cro ss references--

As to supplemental tax levy in certain counties, see §27-1-32.

19-25-15.  Identification of sheriff's motor vehicles; use of unmarked vehicles.   Motor

vehic les p urchases  or leased by the co un ty fo r the  she riff's office  sha ll be  clerkly  m arked  on  bo th sides with the

words "SH ERIF F'S DE PA RTM EN T."  The use of large au to doo r decals shall co nstitute com pliance w ith th is

section.  Each such motor vehicle shall be marked on the sides or trunk top with the name of the county in clear

letters of no less and four (4) inches in h eight. H ow ever, in   instances where such identifying m arks will hinder

official investiga tions,  the bo ard of supervisors may authorize the sheriff’s department to use a specified number

of unmarked vehicles .  The approval of the board shall  be entered on its minutes and shall contain the

m an ufac turer's serial number and the reason why the vehicle or vehicles should be exem pt fro m  pro visio ns  of th is

section.  In addition, the manufacturer's serial number of all county-owned sheriff 's department vehicles not subject

to the  exem ption sh all be included in  suc h re solution o r ord er o f appro va l, and a  cer tified copy thereof shall  be

furnished the  Sta te D epartm ent of A ud it.  Any  vehic le foun d to  be  in v iola tion  of th is paragraph shall be reported

imm ediately  to the sheriff and the board of supervisors, and fifteen (15) days shall be given for compliance; and

if no t com plied w ith, su ch  vehic les sha ll be impounded by  the State Auditor until properly marked or exempted.

1992, 334; 1995, 466; 1997, 434.

19-25-17.  Purchase of patrol boats for sheriffs in certain counties.   [Applicable, apparen tly

only to Desoto, Tate,  Panola, Lafayette,  Yalobusha and Grenada counties, by description.]  1958, 223.

19-25-19.  Appointment, oath and compensation of deputy sheriffs.  Sheriffs may appoint

one or m ore  depu ties ... an d to  fix their com pensation, su bject to  the budget for the sheriff 's  office approved by



the board  of sup erv isors. ...  All sheriffs shall  be liable for the acts of their deputies,  and for money collected by

them.  1968, 369; 1988, 463.

Cro ss references--

As to appointment of extra deputies, see §45-5-9.

As to salaries of deputies where there are two judicial districts, see §25-3-27.

As to supplemental tax levy in certain counties to pay the operating budget of sheriff, tax collector,  and

  tax assessor,  see §27-1-32.

19-25-21.  Law enforcement deputies.  The minimum num ber of deputies having law enforcement

duties for e ach sh eriff sha ll be  based  upon  the  tota l popu lation  of h is co un ty according to the latest federal

decen nial census in the following  categories:

Pop ulation of more than 50 ,000, five depu ties;

Pop ulation of more than 35 ,000 an d no t more than  50,000 , four deputies;

Pop ulation of more than 25 ,000 an d no t more than  35,000 , three deputies;

Population of more than 15,000 and not more than 25,000, two deputies; and

Population of less than 15,000, one deputy.

In Bolivar, Harrison, Hinds and Jones counties (by description) there shall be not less than two deputies

in the judicial distric t in w hich the sh eriff d oes no t resid e.  In  Carro ll, Ch ickasaw, Jasper, Pa no la, Tallah atch ie and

Yalobusha co un ties (b y desc ription) th ere  sha ll be  at least on e deputy  in the judicial district in which the she riff

does not reside.  This section also contains requirements for deputies attending the M ississippi Law Enforcement

Officers'  Academy or the Jackson Police Academy.  1972, 357.

19-25-23.  Maintenance of regular and auxiliary deputies; service on request of other
counties.  Each  she riff shall m ain tain  and cause to  be  pa id a  suf ficient num ber of re gu lar deputies, prop erly

trained and adequ ately  equipped, to  insu re the dom estic  tranqu ility w ithin  his cou nty .  In addition thereto, each

sheriff may m aintain an adequate number of properly trained auxiliary deputy sheriffs to be equipped, trained, and

pa id from the general county fund.  The number of said auxiliary deputies shall  be approved by the board of

supervisors  and may b e increased or redu ced fro m  time to  time by the board. A ll regular and auxiliary deputies

may  serve in any other county of the state when requested by the sheriff of such county to preserve law and order

therein, the expense thereof to be paid b y the cou nty in wh ich they serve. Th e request  shall be m ade  to the she riff

of the county in which said deputies are located and said deputies shall  remain under the control of said sh eriff

except to the extent delegated by said sheriff to the sheriff of the requesting county. In addition, any sheriff may

loan any regu lar o r auxiliary deputy  to any law enforcement agency of the state or of any political subdivision of

the state for drug enforcement purposes, the expense of the officer to be paid by the agency to which the officer

is assigned  1968, 369; 1998, 494.

19-25-25.  Remedy of sheriff against defaulting deputy.   The sheriff shall have the same remedy

and judgment against his deputies and their sureties , for failing to pay money received on executions or other

process  to the sheriff, or to the party to whom  the same is payable, or for any other act o r de fau lt in office, as the

creditor at whose suit  such writ  issued may have against the sheriff.  1942, 4237.

19-25-27.  Deputy liable on motion of sheriff.   When any fine, pen alty, or judgment shall  be

assessed or rendered against a sheriff or his sureties, for or on account of any misconduct of a dep uty, the co urt

in which the fine, penalty , or judg m ent shall be rendered shall , upon motion by the sheriff or his sureties, give

judgment against the deputy and his sureties, jointly and severally, for the full amou nt of all such fines, penalties,

or judgm ents, and sh all aw ard  execution there for.  The deputy and his sureties shall have five days' notice of such

motion.  1942, 4238.

19-25-31.  Riding bailiffs.  Each judge o f a circuit, chan cery  or county court,  or a court of eminent

do m ain  may, in the judge's discretion, by order entered on the m inutes o f the cou rt, allow  the she riff riding  bailiffs

to serve in the respective court of such judge, not to exceed four (4) b ailiffs.  A ny  suc h perso n so  em ployed sh all

be paid by the coun ty on allowances of the court on issuance of a warrant therefor in an amou nt equal to the per



diem com pen sation p rovided fo r und er Section 25-3-6 9 for ea ch d ay, or p art thereof, for w hich h e serve s as ba iliff

when  the court is in session.  N o full-time d epu ty sheriff sha ll be paid a s a riding b ailiff of any cou rt.  Coun ty cou rt

judges shall  be limited to one (1) bailiff per each court day.  1989, 487.

19-25-35.  Duty of sheriff to attend courts.  Th e sh eriff ... sh all attend all sessions of the circu it

and chancery courts and have also a sufficient number of deputies in attendance, etc.   1942, 4240.

19-25-41.  Liability of sheriff for failure to return execution.   If  any sheriff or other officer

authorized to act for him  shall fail to return any ex ecu tion directed  to him , on the re turn da y thereof, the plaintiff

in execution shall be entitled to recover.  .. .  The remedy given by this section shall apply in favo r of cou nty

treasuries (sic), clerks and o ther officers and witnesses, for the recove ry of all jury taxes, fees , and costs, w ith

interest and damages thereon.  1942, 4242.

19-25-63.  Jail docket to be kept by sheriff.   It  shall be the duty of every sheriff is to keep a record,

to be  called the "Jail  docket," in which he shall note each warrant or mittimus by which any person shall be

received into or placed in the jail of his county, entering the nature of the  w rit or warrant, by whom  issued, the

n am e of the prisoner,  when received, the date of the arrest and com m itment, for wha t crim e or other cause the  party

is imprisoned, and on what authority, how long the prisoner was so imprisoned, how released or discharged, and

the warrant therefor or the receipt of the officer o f the  penitentiary w hen se nt there . All of said  en tries sha ll be  full

and complete,  so as to give a perfect history of each case. The record shall be kept as a public record, and turned

over to his successor.   1942, 4253; 1994, 521.

19-25-65.  Sheriff to serve as county librarian.  The sheriff shall be the custodian of the books,

other than the record b ook s, be longing to  the  coun ty ... in a  suitable  and safe bookcase in the courtroom.  Expenses

incident thereto shall  be paid out of the county treasury on allowance of the b oard  of sup erv isors.  H e is liable  to

a $10.00 fine for each volume that shall be out of the courtroom at any  term of court.  In his settlement with the

clerk of the board of supervisors for the month of December of each calendar year, he shall  report all  books on

hand and a ll book s m issing, and  the  clerk sh all deb it the said  she riff in h is se ttlem ent at the  rate  of $4.00 for each

missing volume.  1968, 361.

Cross references--

For requirement that board of supervisors provide bookcases for courtroom, see §19-7-25.

As to establishment of public county law libraries, see §19-7-31.

As to library fees collected as costs in criminal cases, see §§19-1-13, 19-1-15.

19-25-67.  Duty of sheriff to keep the peace, duties regarding bonds. 19 95 , 319. 

19-25-69.  Sheriff to have charge of courthouse, jail and protection of prisoners.   1942,

463; 1966, 369.

19-25-71.  Sheriff to serve as jailor; separate rooms for sexes; jail supplies.   1968, 552;

1998, 486; 1999, 482.

19-25-73.  Feeding of prisoners; alternative methods of funding.  

(1) In respect to the feeding  of prison ers by the  she riff's office , the  board  of sup erv isors is authorized

to choo se one o f the follow ing m ethods:

(a) It shall only contract with a local caterer or restaurant owner  to bring in food for the

prisoners, and the contract shall be awarded after taking bids as provided by law for o ther coun ty

contracts.

(b) The sheriff shall purchase, in the name of the county, all necessary food and related

supplies to be used  for fe ed ing  prison ers o nly  in the co un ty ja il.  All purchases of such food and

supplies shall be invoiced to the county and placed on the claims docket  of the board of

supervisors  for disposition in the same m anner as all other claims against the county.  All wages



and other compensation for services rendered to the sheriff in connection with the feeding of

prisoners shall be su bm itted to and  app roved by  the bo ard o f supe rvisors as other wages or

compensation paid to employees of the sheriff.  The total expenditure for such purpose under this

method shall not exceed an amount equal to six dollars ($6.00) per day per prisoner, except as

provided in subsection (3) of this section.  All payments and reimbursements from any source for

the keeping of prisoners shall  be received and paid into the general fund of the county.

(c) The board of supervisors may negotiate a contract with the board of trustees of the

local public com m unity hosp ital to bring in food for the prisone rs.

(2) The bo ard o f supe rvisors m ay au thorize the  sheriff to maintain a bank  acc ou nt entitled  "jail  food

allowance  acc ou nt"  into  which sh all be deposited  all rec eip ts for feeding and  keep ing  prison ers in  the  coun ty ja il,

including paymen ts from the board of supervisors at the rate of six dollars ($6.00) per prisoner per day and all such

receipts from m unicipalities, the United States and any other jurisdictions required to pay the cost of feeding or

keeping prisoners conta ined in  the jail.  He shall ma intain a rece ipts journa l and a  disbu rsem ents jou rnal, in a form

to be prescribed by the State Department of Audit, which will  provide the information necessary to determine the

actual cost of feeding the p risoners, which shall not exceed six do llars ($6.00) per prisoner per day, except as

provided in subsection (3) of this section.  All costs and expenses for such feeding shall  be paid from  the jail food

allowance  acc ou nt and  sup po rted  by  pro perly item ized  invoices.  A ny fun ds accumulating in the jail food

allowance  account in excess of the monthly average expenditures, plus ten percent for contingenc ies, sh all be paid

into the co unty  gen eral fund  at least once each calen dar quarter.

(3) In the e ven t that prisoners are  housed  in the county jail by any political subdivision of the state,  the

coun ty m ay  charge the political subdivision for housing, feeding and otherwise caring for such prisoners an

amount not to exceed the payments provided under Section 47-5-112 .. . for the keeping in the county jail of

persons comm itted, sentenced or otherwise placed under the custody of the Department of Corrections.  Nothing

in this section shall be construed to affect payments by the Department of Corrections set by S ection  47 -5-1 12 ..

for the keeping  in the coun ty jail of persons com m itted, sentenced  or otherw ise placed under the custody of the

Department of Corrections.  1972, 463; 1976, 457; 1979, 481; 1982, 337; 1991, 460.

19-25-74.  Feeding of prisoners--log of meals served.  In any  even t, regardless of which method

of feeding prisoners is selected by the board of supervisors, the sheriff shall maintain a log, show the name of each

prisoner, the  da te an d tim e of incarceration and re lease, to  be  posted  da ily, w hich sh all rec ord  the  num ber of m eals

served to prisoners at each mealtime, and the hours of the day se rved, and  sha ll m ake affidavit as to the correctness

thereof and file  the  sam e m on thly  with the board o f supervisors .  Su ch  log  sha ll rem ain  on  file with the board of

supervisors . ..  and shall  be made available to the state department of audit upon  request.  No  claims for the cost

or expenses of feeding prisoners shall be approved by the board ...  for any month unless and until such log for that

month is filed.  1976, 457.

19-25-75.  Additional guards for jail.  Sheriff is authorized to obtain additional guards for jail if

security  is threaten ed .  Sh eriff sha ll sum m on  suc h guards  as w ou ld be  needed  to m ain tain  peace.  Any person who

shall  ignore such summons shall  be punished as for a misdemeanor. . ..   1966, 369.

19-25-87.  Authority of sheriff to receive funds from federal government and to expend
such funds.  Th e sh eriff o f any cou nty  in w hich the federal gov ernm ent ow ns land is h ereby  au tho rized, w ith

the approval of the board of supervisors, to receive funds from the corps of engineers of the United States A rm y

for the purpose of defraying expenses incident to providing law enforcement on federally-owned land.  Such funds

shall be  kept in  a separate  acc ou nt and  m ay  be  expend ed  by  the  she riff, w ith the ap pro va l of  the board of

supervisors, for equipment, supplies,  materials and dep uties' salaries as nec essary  to effec tua te the purp oses o f this

section.  1980, 381.

CHAPTER 27.  SURVEYORS AND SURVEYS



19-27-1 through 19-27-35.  County surveyors and their surveys.    1942, 4268-4270; 1956-205;

1942, 4272-4282; 1946, 169; 1942, 4284; 1980, 515; 1986, 458.

CHAPTER 29. LOCAL AND REGIONAL RAILROAD AUTHORITIES

19-29-1 through 19-29-51.   [This chapter is known as the "Railroad Authorities Law."]  1980, 544;

1999, 376.

                                           

CHAPTER 31. PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS

TITLE 23.  ELECTIONS

23-15-119.  New books procured when necessary.  W hen the registration books shall be fil led,

the board  of sup erv isors of  the  coun ty sh all procure  others, to  be  kept and  use d as he rein  directed , or  they may

cause  the books in use at any time to be enlarged so as to contain the names of all  persons who m ay be registered;

and the board .. . shall  cause new poll books to be made from  time to tim e as m ay b e nec essary  or p rop er; and  in

case of the destruction or mutilation of the registration books or poll  books, so as to make it proper to have the

names  of the ele ctors on the o ld boo ks  transcrib ed  into  new ones, the board sha ll cause it to be done, and the new

books so made shall have the same effect as the old ones.  1942, 3220; 1986, 495.

23-15-151.  Clerks of circuit court to prepare and maintain list of convicts.   The circuit clerk

of eac h cou nty  is directed to prepare and keep in his office a full  and complete list  in alphabetical order of persons

convicted of various crimes, specified in this section, etc.  Said clerk shall receive ten cents for enrolling each

name, to be paid out of the county treasury by the board of supervisors.  1908, 109; 1986, 495; 1987, 499.

23-15-153. Commissioners to revise books annually.
(1) At the fol lowing times the comm issioners of election shall meet at the office of the registrar and

carefu lly revise the registration books and the pollbooks of the several voting prec incts, and sh all erase from  those

bo ok s the  nam es o f all persons erroneously on the books, or who have died, removed or becom e disqualified as

electors  from any cause; and shall register the names of all  persons who have duly applied to be registered and

have been il legally denied registration:

(a) On the T uesd ay after the  second M ond ay in Janua ry 19 87 a nd e very  follow ing year;

(b) On the first Tuesday in the mon th imm ediately preceding the first primary election for congressmen

in the years w hen con gre ssm en  are  elec ted ; 

(c) On the first M onday in the month imm ediately preceding the first primary election  for s tate , state

district,  legislative, county and county district offices in the years in which those offices are elected; and

(d) On the second M onday of September preceding the general election or regular special election day

in years in which a general election is not conducted.

Except for the names of those persons who are duly qualified to vote in  the  elec tion, no name shall be

permitted to rem ain  on  the  reg istration boo ks  and pollboo ks; however , no name shall  be erased from the

registration books or pollbooks based on a chang e in  the  resid ence  of an e lecto r except in  acc ord ance  with

procedures pro vided  for b y the N ationa l Voter Reg istration A ct of 19 93  tha t are  in effec t at the  time of such

erasure. Exce pt as otherw ise provided b y Section 23-15 -573, no  person sh all vote at any election wh ose n am e is

not on the pollbook.

(2) Except as pro vided  in su bsection  (3) o f this sec tion , and su bject to  the following an nual limitations,

the com m issioners of election sh all be entitled to receive a per diem in the amount of Se ven ty Dollars ($70 .00),

to be paid from the county general fund, for every day or period of no less than five (5) hours accumulated over

two (2) or more days actually employed in the performance of their duties in the conduct of an  elec tion  or actually



employed in the performance of their duties for the necessary time spent in the revision of the registration books

and pollbooks as required in subsection (1) of this section:

(a) In counties having less than fifteen thousand (15,000) residents according to  the latest federal

decennial census, not more than fifty (50) days per year,  with no more than fifteen (15) additional days allowed

for the co ndu ct of each election  in excess of one (1 ) occu rring in an y calen dar year;

(b) In counties having fifteen thousand (15,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census

but less  than th irty thou san d (3 0,000 ) res idents a ccord ing  to the late st federal decennial census, not more than

seventy-five (75) days p er yea r, with no  m ore than twenty-five  (25) ad ditional days allow ed fo r the conduct of

each  election in excess of on e (1) oc curring  in any  calend ar yea r;

(c) In cou nties ha ving th irty thousand (30,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census

but less than seventy thousand (70,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census, not more than

one hundred (100) days per year, with no more than thirty-five (35) additional days allowed for the conduct of each

election in e xcess of on e (1) oc curring  in any  calend ar yea r;

(d) In cou nties ha ving se venty  thousand (7 0,000 ) res idents a ccord ing  to the late st fed era l decennial census

but less than ninety thousand (90,00 0) residents according to the latest fed eral decenn ial censu s, not m ore than one

hundred twen ty-fiv e (125 ) days  per year, w ith no more than forty-five (45) additional days allowed for the conduct

of each election  in excess of o ne (1 ) occu rring in an y calen dar year;

(e) In cou nties ha ving n ine ty thousand (90,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census

but less than one hun dred sev enty thousand (17 0,000 ) residents according to the latest federal decennial census,

not m ore  than one  hund red  fifty (150) days per year, with no more than fifty-five (55) additional days allowed for

the condu ct of each election  in excess of o ne (1 ) occu rring in an y calen dar year;

(f) In counties having one hund red  sev en ty thousand (170,000) residents according to the latest federal

decennial census but less than two hundred thousand (200,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial

census, not more than one hundred seventy-five (175) day s per year, w ith no m ore than sixty-five (65) additional

day s allow ed fo r the con duc t of each  election in excess of on e (1) oc curring  in any  calend ar yea r;

(g) In cou nties ha ving tw o hundred thousand (200,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial

census but less than two hu ndred twenty-five thousand (225,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial

census, not more than one hundred ninety (190) days per year, with no more than seventy-five (75) additional days

allowed fo r the con duc t of each  election in excess of on e (1) oc curring  in any  calend ar yea r;

(h) In counties having two hundred twenty-five thousand (225,000 ) residents according  to the latest

federa l decennial census but less than two hundred fifty thousand (250,000) residents according to the latest federal

decennial census, not more than two hundred fifteen (215) days per year,  with no more than eighty-five (85)

add itional days allow ed fo r the con duc t of each  election in excess of on e (1) oc curring  in any  calend ar yea r;

(i) In counties having two hundred fifty thousand (250,000) residents according to the latest federal

decennial census but less than two hundred seventy-five thousand (275,000) residents according  to the latest

federal decenn ial census , no t more  than tw o hundred thirty (230) days per year, with no more than ninety-five (95)

add itional days allow ed fo r the con duc t of each  election in excess of on e (1) oc curring  in any  calend ar yea r;

(j) In  counties having tw o hundred  seventy-five thou sand (27 5,000 ) residents according to the latest

federal decenn ial census  or m ore , n ot m ore than two hundred forty (240) days per year, with no more than one

hundred five (105) additional days allowed for the conduct of each e lectio n in  excess o f on e (1 ) occurring  in any

calendar year.

(3) The comm issioners of election sha ll be  en titled to  receive a p er d iem  in the am oun t of Sev enty D ollars

($70.00), to be paid from  the county general fund, not to exceed ten (10) days for every day or period of no less

than five (5) hours  acc um ula ted  over tw o (2 ) or m ore  days  actu ally  employed in the performance of their duties

for the  necessary tim e spent in the revision of the registration books and pollbooks prior to any special election.

For purposes of this subsection, the regu lar special election day shall  not be considered a special election. The

annual l imitations set forth in subsection (2) of this section shall  not apply to this subsection.

(4) The comm issioners of election shall be entitled to receive only one (1) per diem  paym ent for those

days when the comm issioners of election discharge more than one (1) duty or responsibili ty on the same day.

(5) The county comm issioners of election may provide copies of the registration books revised pursuant

to this section to the municipal registrar of each municipality located within the county.

 The certification m ust be o n a fo rm as presc ribed in th is subsection.  Th e com m issioner's signa ture is, as a matter

of law, made under the comm issioner 's oath of office and under penalties of perjury.

(6) Ev ery  com m issioner of e lectio n sh all sign perso na lly a certification setting forth the num ber o f hou rs

actua lly worked in the performance of the comm issioner 's official duties and for which the comm issioner seeks



compensation. The c ertification mu st be  on  a fo rm  as p resc ribed in  this subse ction. Th e com m issioner’s sign ature

is,  as a matter of law, made under the comm issioner’s oath of office and under penalties of perjury.

The  certification form sha ll be as follow s:

COUN TY ELECTION COM MISSIONER

PER DIEM CLAIM FORM

NA M E:_________________________________     COUN TY:_________

AD DRE SS:______________________________     DISTRICT:_______

CITY:_______________  __ZIP:__________

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PURPOSE

APPLICABLE ACTUAL PER DIEM

DATE     BEGINNING  ENDING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . OF

MS CODE  HOURS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . DAYS

W O RK ED  TIM E TIM E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

WORK SECTION WO RKED . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . EARNED

____________________________________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

TOTA L NU M BER O F PER D IEM D AY S EAR NED             _______

PER DIEM RATE PER DAY EARNED                      X . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70.00

TOTA L AM OU NT O F PER D IEM C LAIM ED                  $______

          I understand that I  am signing this document under my oath as a comm issioner o f elections and under

penalties of perjury.

          I understand that I am requesting paym ent from taxpayer fun ds  and that I have an  ob liga tion  to be sp ecific

and truthful as to the amount of hours worked and the compensation I am requesting.

          Signed this the _______ day of ______, ________.

                                  ________________________

                                  Co m m issioner's Signature

     When properly completed and signed, the certification must be filed with the clerk of the county board of

supervisors  before any paym ent may be  m ade.  The  cer tificatio n w ill be a  public  record available for inspection

and reproduction imm ediately upon the oral or written request of any person.

     Any person may co ntest the accuracy of the certification in any respect by notifying the chairman of the

comm ission, any mem ber of the board of supervisors or the clerk of the board of supervisors of such contest at

any t ime be fore or after payment is made.  If  the contest is made before payment is made, no payment shall  be

made as to  the  contested  cer tificate  until  the contest is finally disposed of.   The person fil ing the contest shall  be

entitled to a full  hearing, and the clerk of the board of supervisors shall  issue subpoenas upon request of the

contestor com pelling  the  atten dance of w itnesses an d p rod uction  of d ocum ents and things .  Th e co ntestor  sha ll

have the  righ t to ap peal de nov a to  the  circuit cou rt of the invo lved cou nty , which app eal must be  perfec ted  within

thirty  (30) days from  a final dec ision of the  com m ission, the clerk  of the board  of superv isors or the board of

supervisors, as the case may be.

     Any contestor who successfully contests any certification will be aw arded  all ex penses in ciden t to h is co ntest,

together with reaso nable  attorney's fees, which will  be awarded upon petition to the chancery court of the involved

coun ty upo n final disposition of the contest  before the election comm ission, board of supervisors, clerk of the

boa rd of supervisors, or, in case of an appeal,  final disposition by the court.   The comm issioner against whom the

contest is decided shall  be liable for the paym ent of the ex penses and  attorney's fe es, and  the  coun ty sh all be jo intly

and severally liable for same.

(7) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section to the contrary, from June 20 , 2001  un til the conclusion

of calendar ye ar 2004 , the num ber of day s for wh ich the com m issioners of elec tion  of a  coun ty are entitled  to

receive compensation shall not be less than the number of days of compensation they were entitled to receive

during the 2000 calendar year, excluding those days for which election comm issioners were either entitled to or

did  receive comp ensation for the conduct of any special elections in calendar year 2000. 1988, 389; 1993, 510;

1994, 590; 2000, 430; 2001, 414; 2002, 444.

Cro ss references--

Application of this section to compensation of county registrar of elections, see . . . . . . 23-15-225.

23-15-219.  Commissioners may appoint investigators, legal counsel, etc.  1983, 363; 1986,

495.



23-15-225.  The registrar's compensation.  (1) The registrar shall  be entitled to such compensation,

payable  monthly out of the county treasury, which the boa rd of supervisors of the county shall allow on an annual

basis in the following am oun ts:

(a) For counties with a total population of more than two hundred thousand (200,000), an amount

not to exceed twenty-nine thousand nine hundred dollars ($29,900.00), bu t not less than nine

thousand  two  hun dred  dollars ($9 ,200 .00);

(b) For counties with a total population of more than one hundred thousand (100 ,000 ) and  not m ore

than two hundred thousand (200,000), an amount not to exceed twenty-five thousand three

hundred dollars ($25,300.00),  but not less  than n ine  thousand tw o hun dred  dollars ($9 ,200 .00);

(c) For counties with a total population of more than fifty thousand (50,000) and not more than one

hundred thousand (1 00 ,000), an amou nt no t to exceed tw enty-three thou sand  dollars

($23 ,000 .00), bu t not less than  nine tho usan d two hu ndred do llars ($9,200.00 );

(d) For counties with a total population of more than thirty-five thousand  (35,00 0) and no t mo re than

fifty thousan d (50,00 0), an am oun t not to exceed tw enty thousand seven h und red dollars

($20 ,700 .00), bu t not less than  nine tho usan d two hu ndred do llars ($9,200.00 );

(e) For count ies  with a total population o f more than twenty-five  thousand  (25,00 0) and no t mo re

than thirty-five thousand (35,000), an amou nt not to exceed eighteen thousand four hundred

dollars ($1 8,400.00 ), but no t less than n ine thousan d two hu ndred do llars ($9,200.00 );

(f) For coun ties w ith a  tota l popu lation  of m ore  than fifteen  thousand (1 5,000 ) and not m ore than

twenty-five thousan d (25,000), an am oun t not to exceed  sixteen thousand  one  hun dred  dollars

($16 ,100 .00), bu t not less than  nine tho usan d two hu ndred do llars ($9,200.00 );

(g) For coun ties w ith a total population of more than ten thousand (10,000) and not more than fifteen

thousand (15,000), an am oun t not to exceed  thirteen thou sand  eight hu ndred do llars ($13,800.00),

but not less than  eight thousan d fifty dollars ($8 ,050 .00);

(h) For counties with a total population of more than six thousand (6,000) and not more than ten

thousand (10,000), an amount not to exceed eleven thousand five hun dred  dollars ($1 1,500.00 ),

but not less than  eight thousan d fifty dollars ($8 ,050 .00);

(i) For counties with a total population of not more than six thousand (6,000), an amount  not to

exceed nine thou san d tw o hun dred dollars  ($9,200.00), but not less than six thousand three

hun dred  twen ty five do llars ($6,325.00 );

(j) For counties having two (2) judicial districts, the b oard  of supervisors of the county may a llow,

in addition to the sums prescribed herein, in its discretion, an amoun t not to exceed eleven

thousand  five hu ndred do llars ($11,500.00).

(2) In the event of a re-registration within such county, or a redistricting which necessitates the hiring

of add itional deputy reg istrars, the b oard  of sup ervisors  may by  contract com pensate th e co un ty registra r am ou nts

in addition to the sums prescribed herein, in its discretion.

(3) As compensation for their services in assisting the county election com missioners in performance

of their dut ies  in  the revision of the registration books and the poll  books of the several election districts of the

several counties and in assisting the election com missioners, executive com m ittees or b oards  of sup erv isors in

connection with any election, the registrar shall  receive the same daily per diem and limitation on meeting days

as provided for the board  of e lectio n com m issioners as  set out in  Sections  23 -15 -15 3 and  23 -15 -22 7, to  be  pa id

from the general fund of the county.

(4) In any case  where an am ou nt has b een a llow ed  by  the  board  of sup erv isors pu rsuan t to th is

section, such amount shall  not be reduced or terminated during the term for which the registrar was elected.

(5) The circuit clerk shall, in addition to any other compensation provided for b y law, be  en titled to

receive as compensation from the board of supervisors Two Thousand D ollars ($2,000.00) per year.   This payment

shall be for th e perfo rm ance of h is duties in regard to the conduct of elections and the performance of his other

du ties.  (6) The municipal clerk shall,  in addition to any other compensation for performance of duties, be

elig ible  to receive as compensation from the mun icipality's governing authorities a reasonable amou nt of additional

compensation for re imbu rsem ent of cos ts an d fo r additiona l du ties associate d w ith m ail-in registration o f voters.

(7) The board of supervisors shall not allow any add itional compen sation authorized und er th is

section for serv ices  as cou nty  reg istrar to  any circuit clerk who is receiving fees as compen sation for his services

equal to the limitation on compensation prescribed in Section 9-1-43.   1977, 335; 1981, 500; 1983, 519; 1986,

495; 1991, 440; 1997, 570.



23-15-227. Compensation of Election Commissioners, Managers, Clerks.  The m anagers

and clerks shall be each entitled to Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for each election; provided, however, that the board of

supervisors may, in its discretion, pay the m anagers  and clerks an additional amount not to exceed Twenty-five

Dollars ($25.00) per election.  The m anager o r other person  wh o sha ll carry to the place of voting, away from the

courthouse, the  offic ial ballo ts, ba llot boxes, pollbooks and other necessities,  shall be allowed Ten Dollars ($10.00)

for each voting precinct for so doing.  The manager or other person who acts as returning officer shall be allowed

Ten Dollars ($10.00) for each voting precinct for that service.  The compensation authorized in this section sha ll

be allowed by the board of supervisors,  and shall  be payable out of the county treasury.

The com pensation provided in this section shall constitute payment in full for the services rendered

by the persons named for any election, whether there be one (1) election or issue voted upon, or more than one

(1) election or issue voted upon at the same time.  1995, 446.

23-15-239. Mandatory Training of Managers and Clerks, 1995, 446; 2001, 523.

23-15-259.  Authority of boards of supervisors; election places; costs.   The boards of

supervisors  are  au tho rized to  allow com pensation to  the  officers rendering  serv ices  in matters of registration and

elections, to p rov ide  ba llot box es, registra tion  and poll book s, an d a ll other th ings req uired by law in registration

and elections.  Said boards are also authorized, by ord er spread up on the m inutes of the board  setting forth the cost

and sou rce  of fu nd s the refo r, to pu rchase  impro ved o r un impro ved p rop erty  and to  con struct, reconstruct, repair,

renov ate  and maintain polling places or to pay to private property owners reasonable rental fees when the pro perty

is used as a polling place for a period not to exceed th e day imm ediately preceding the election, the day of the

election, and the day imm ediately following the election and to  allow the she riff such reasonable sum as he may

expe nd in sup plying vo ting com partme nts, tables or shelves for use  at elections.

All facili ties owned or leased by the . ..  county .. . may be  m ad e av ailab le at no cost to the board of

supervisors  for use as polling places to such extent as may  be agreed to by the authority having control or custody

of such facili ties.   1976, 350; 1985, 397; 1986, 495.

23-15-283.  Alteration of boundaries.  The board of supervisors shall  have power to alter the

boundaries of the supervisors districts, voting precincts and the voting place therein; and if they order a change

in the bou nda ries, they sha ll notify the com m issioners  of election, who shall at once cause the registration books

of vo ting  precincts a ffec ted  thereby to  be  so c hang ed  as to  confo rm  to the ch ange  of d istricts, and  to conta in only

the nam es of the qua lified electors in the voting precincts as m ade by  the change of bo und aries.  Upon the order

of change in the boundaries of any voting precinct or the voting  place therein, the board  of sup ervisors sh all notify

the office of the Secretary of State and provide said office a legal description and a m ap of any boundary change.

No change shall be implemented or enforced until the requirements of this section have been  m et.  Provided,

how ever, tha t, w ith the  exception o f coun ty lines and  m un icipal co rpo rate  limits, such  altere d bou nd aries shall

con form  to visible natural or artificial boundaries such as streets, highways, railroads, rivers,  lakes, bayous or other

obvious lines of demarcation.  1986, 495.

23-15-301.  Payment of expenses of county primaries.  All the exp enses  of p rinting the tick ets

or primary election ballots,  for necessary stationery, and for paying the managers, clerks, bailiffs and returning

officers of every primary election . ..  shall be paid by the board of sup erv isors of  eac h cou nty  out of the general

coun ty fund.  But such election officers shall rece ive  on ly such compensation as is provided general election

officers under the  pro visio ns  of S ection  23 -5-1 83 .  How ever, th is section sh all not app ly to  the ex pen ses of a

prim ary election held by any political party which at either of the last two preceding general elections for the office

of governor or either of the last two preceding na tional elections  for p resid en t of the U nited S tates  did  no t vo te as

many as 20% of the total vote cast in the entire state.   1972, 366; 1986, 495.

23-15-355.  Official ballot; expense of printing.   The ballots in all elections shall be printed at

county expense, cost of same to be paid out of the county treasury.  1942, 3255; 1986, 495; 2001, 301.



23-15-403.  Purchase or rental of voting machines.   The board of supervisors may purchase or

rent voting m achines o r mac hines w hich shall be so  constructed as to serve the same purposes as voting machines

for all  or certain precincts of the county.  (See Section 19-7-15.)  1954, 360; 1986, 495.

23-15-463.  Acquisition and use of electronic voting systems.   The board of supervisors may

purchase or rent voting dev ices  and autom atic tabu lating  equipm ent use d in  an  elec tron ic voting system, and m ay

use same in all  or certain precincts.  1966, 609; 1986, 495.

23-15-541 through 23-15-561.   General provisions concerning opening of polls,  receipt booklet, and

the marking and casting of ballots, etc.  1986, 495; 1993, 528; 2001, 523.

23-15-833.  Special elections to fill vacancies in county, county district, and district
attorney offices.   Except as otherwise provided by law, the first Tuesday after the first M onday in Novem ber

of each year shall  be designated the regular special election day, and on  tha t day an e lectio n sh all be held  to fill

any v acancy in county, coun ty district, and district attorney  elective offices.

All special elections, or elections to fill vacancies, shall in all respects be held, conducted and returned

in the same m anner as general elections, except that where no candidate receives a m ajority o f the  vo tes cast in

such election, then  a runoff election shall be held two (2) weeks after such election and the two (2) candidates who

receive the highest po pu lar votes for such  office sh all have their nam es sub m itted a s such  can didates  to the sa id

runo ff and the ca nd ida te w ho  lead s in such ru no ff election sh all be ele cted  to the office .  W hen there  is a t ie in the

first election of those receiving next highest vote,  these two (2) and the one receiving the highest vote,  none having

receiving a majority, shall go into the runoff election and wh oever leads in such run off e lectio n sh all be entitled

to the office.

In those years when the regular special election day shall occur on the same day  as the general election,

the names of candidates in any special election and the general elec tion  sha ll be  placed on the sam e ballo t, bu t sha ll

be clearly distinguished as ge neral election candidates or spe cial election can didates.

At any time a special election is held on the same day as a party primary election, the names of the

candidates in the special election m ay be placed on the same ba llot, but shall be clearly distinguished as special

election candidates or primary election candidates.   1986, 495.

23-15-839.  Board of supervisors shall make appointments to fill vacancies in county
offices.

23-15-881.  Increasing employees prohibited--records kept.  It sha ll be unlawful for . ..  the

boa rd of supervisors . ..  or any mem ber of the board of supervisors . ..  to employ, during the months of M ay, June,

July, and August of any year in which a general election is held for . ..  members of the board of  supervisors, a

greater num ber of p erso ns  to w ork  and m ain tain  ... the p ub lic roads, in any  sup erv isor 's distr ict ... than the average

n um ber of  persons  em ployed fo r similar pu rpose s in said d istrict ... during the sam e m onths of the three yea rs

imm ediately  preceding the year in which su ch  general e lectio n is h eld .  Nor is  the bo ard allow ed to expe nd m ore

funds in the payment of wages, etc. , during such months, than the average amount expended for such labor during

the same m onths in the previous three years.  Records shall be kept of the num ber of employees and the  am ou nts

expended during the pertinent months of each year.  1970, 506; 1986, 495.

Cro ss references--

As to exceptions to rule set out above, see §23-1-45.

23-15-883.  Exceptions to prohibition against increasing employees, etc.  Th e restriction

imposed upon . ..  the boards of supervisors . ..  in the employment of labor, as provided in Section 23-1 -43 h ereof,

shall no t apply  to road  and/o r brid ge  contractors en gaged in  the con struction of roads and/or bridges under

contracts awarded by the said board; nor shall the same apply when extra labor is employed because of

emergencies, storms, floods, and other unforeseen disasters.   1970, 506; 1986, 495.



23-15-887.  Penalties for violating restrictions on increasing employees.  Any  mem ber of

a board of supervisors found in violation of the provisions of Sections 23-1-43 to 23-1-47 as to numbers of

employees in election years, shall  be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof,  shall be punished by

a fine of $100.00 to $500.00, or by a jail sentence, or both.  1970, 506; 1986, 495; 1987, 499.

23-15-895.  Prohibition against distribution of campaign material within 150 feet of
polling place; prohibition against appearance of certain persons at polling place while armed,
uniformed, or displaying badge or credentials.  I t shall  be unlawful for any candidate for an elective

office, or any representative of such candidate,  or for any proponent or opponent of any constitutiona l am endm ent,

local issue or other measure printed on the ballot to post or distribute cards, posters or other campaign literature

within  one hundred fifty (150) feet of any en trance  of the build ing  wherein  any e lectio n is b eing held .  It shall  be

unlawful for any  can didate  or a representative named b y him in writing to appear at any polling place while armed

or uniformed, nor shall he display any badge or credentials except as may be issued by the manager of the polling

place.  As used in this section, the term "local issue" shall have the meaning ascribed to such term in Section 23-

15-375.  1994, 494.

23-15-939.  Expenses of judge hearing election contest.   The reasonable traveling expenses of

the judge or chancellor hearing an election contest shall be paid by order of the board of supervisors of the  coun ty

or counties concerned.  1935, 19; 1986; 495.

TITLE 25.  PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES; PUBLIC RECORDS

CHAPTER 1.  PUBLIC OFFICERS; GENERAL PROVISIONS

25-1-15. Conditions of official bonds; new bonds to be secured every four years.
(1) The bonds of all public officers required to give individual bond shall be conditioned in the following

form , to-w it: 

"W hereas, the above bound A B was duly elected (or appointed) to the office of __________ on the ___

day of __________, for the term of __________  years f rom  the  ___ day  of _ __ __ __ __ _;  there fore , if he  sha ll

faith fully  perform all the duties of said office during his continuance therein, then the above ob liga tion  to be void ."

A new bond  in the amou nt required by law shall be secured at the beginning of each new term of office

or every fou r (4) years, whichever is less.

(2) The bon ds o f all  public employees required to give individual bond shall  be conditioned in the

following  form , to-w it: 

"W hereas, the above A B w as duly employed (or appointed) to the position of __________ on the ___

day of __________;  therefo re, if he sh all faith fully  perform all the duties of said position during his continuance

therein, then the above  obligation to be void." 

A  new bond  in an amount not less than that required by law shall be secured upon employment and

coverage shall continue by the securing of a new bond every four (4) years concurrent with the normal election

cycle of the Governor or with the normal election cycle of the local government applicable to the employee.

(3) A failure to  observ e the fo rm  herein  prescrib ed  sha ll no t vitiate  any o fficia l bond ;  an d a ll offic ial

bonds shall be valid and binding in whatever form they m ay be taken, except so far as they may  be conditioned

for the  perform ance of acts in  violation of the laws or policy of the state.  W hether in the proper penalty or without

any penalty, whether correct or in co rrec t in its recitals  as to  the  term  of o ffice  or o therw ise, w he ther pro perly

payable, whether approved by the proper officer or not approved by any, or if irregular in any other respect, such

bond, if delivered as the official bond of the officer or employee and serving as such, shall  be obligatory on

everyone who subscribed it for the purp ose o f m aking  the  offic ial bon d o f such  officer o r em ployee to  the  full

pena lty o r, if it has no  pena lty, to  the  full penalty  of the bon d w hich m igh t have  been  required. 

(4) All blanket bonds given on positions of public employment shall be conditioned upon the faithful

performance  of a ll the d uties of  the  position s co vered  and insured  by  said  blank et bon d. A  new bond  in an amount

not less than that required by  law  for p ub lic employees shall be secured at the beginning of each new term of office



of the public or appointed official by who m they are employed, if applicable, or at least every  four (4) y ears

concurrent with the normal election cycle of the Governor.   1986, 458; 2000, 426.

25-1-19.  Approval of bonds of county and beat officers and employees.   The bond of the

chance ry clerk and circuit clerk of each county shall be approved by  the  board  of sup erv isors of  the  coun ty.  The

bond of the mem bers of the bo ard o f supe rvisors of the county shall be approved by the chancery clerk of such

county.  The bonds of all other cou nty o fficers or officers o f any  district, subdivision , board  or com m ission of a

county, including public school districts, shall  be approved by the board of supervisors of such county.  The bonds

of all  county employees, or employees of any district , subdivision, board or comm ission of a county, including

pu blic  school districts, shall  be approved by the chancery clerk of such county.  All the bonds shall be filed and

recorded in the office of the clerk of the chance ry court of the co unty , excep t that the origina l of the chancery

cle rk 's bond, after it is recorded, shall be deposited and filed in  the  office o f the  clerk o f the  circuit cou rt.  1942,

4035; 1986, 458; 1988, 488.

25-1-31.  Personal bonds.  Bo nd s of  all co un ty o ffice rs or em ployees sha ll be made in a  surety

company and the prem ium s on  sam e sh all be paid  out of the county treasury.  Personal bonds may  be used when

any officer, by affidavit, when said affidavit  shall contain two letters of refusal by bonding companies, shows that

he has made diligent effort to obtain surety bond and has failed to do so.  In such event, such officer or employee

m ay  m ake h is officia l bond  with two or more personal sureties, qualified as provided by law.  1981, 471; 1982,

423; 1986, 458.

25-1-45.  Civil liability for failure to perform duty.   If  any county, or county district officer who

has executed bon d fo r the  faithful p erfo rm ance of d uty  sha ll know ing ly o r w illfully  fail, neg lect, o r refu se to

perform  any duty  required of him by  law or shall violate his official obligations in any respect,  the president, or

in the  absen ce  or d isab ility or de fau lt of the president, the vice-p residen t of the bo ard o f supe rvisors in ca se of a

coun ty o r coun ty d istrict o ffice r, and the m ayor in  case of a municipal officer, or any person interested in either

case shall cause suit to be brought on the bond of such officer for the recovery of the damages that may have been

sustained thereby.  1959, Ex ch. 22.

25-1-53 and 25-1-55.  Nepotism prohibited; penalty for nepotism.  I t shall  be unlawful for

any person e lecte d, app oin ted , or se lecte d in  any m anner wha tsoe ver to any sta te, co un ty, d istrict, or municipal

office, or for an y bo ard of trustees of any state institution to  app oint or em ploy , as an o fficer, clerk, stenog rapher,

deputy, or a ssistant w ho  is to be paid out of public funds, any person related by blood or marriage within the third

degree, compu ted by the rule of civil law, to the person or any mem ber of the board  of tru stees ha ving the au tho rity

to make such appointment, or contract such emp loyment as an employer.   This section shall  not apply to any

employee who shall have been in said de partment or institution prior to the time his or her kinsman, within the

third  degree , becam e the head o f said  departm ent or institution o r m em ber of said  board  of tru stees; an d th is

section shall not apply to any  person see king ap pointm ent as an election w orker w ho has served as an election

worker in the ele ction im m ediately  preceding the comm encement of a term of office as an election comm issioner

by his k insm an  within  the  third  degree.  The  pro visio ns  herein  conta ined sh all not app ly in  the instance of the

employment of phy sicians, nurses, or other medical technicians by governing boards of charity hospitals or other

public hospitals.  1975, 333; 1994, 627.

25-1-63 through 25-1-65.  Defaulting officers.   If  any public officer who is required by law to

make any repo rt to o r settlem ent with another o ffice r ... sha ll fail  to make the report or settlement or to account

within  ten days .. . publication m ay be made of the facts as set forth in this section. . ..   A penalty of $500.00 may

be assessed, $250.00 of which may be paid into the county treasury, and the remainder to the person suing.  The

expe nse of such pub licatio n sh all be paid by the board of supervisors out of the county treasury.  1916, 226; 1942,

4056.

25-1-67.  Public moneys to be promptly paid by legal representatives.  I t is the duty of the

legal representative of every tax collector o r oth er o ffice r who  sha ll die h av ing  public  m on ey  in h is ha nd s to



pro m ptly  pay the sam e over to the p rop er authorities.  The  liability of such  officer o r his  bond sm en  sha ll not be

affected or varied hereby.  1942, 4058.

Cro ss references--

As to penalty for conversion of public funds held in trust by public officer or personal representative,

see §97-11-25.

25-1-69.  Officer not to carry or deposit public funds outside state.   No o ffice r of th is state

may deposit,  carry, send, or permit to be deposited, carried or sent to any point beyond the confines of th is state

any part of an y fund, money, bonds, or securities of any kind belonging to the state, county or any political

subdivision thereof.   Violations may result  in fine of not less than $200.00, or prison term, or both.  1904, 107.

25-1-71.  Public moneys are trust funds.  All money deposited in a bank or w ith any  dep ository

by  or fo r a tax  co llecto r or o ther off icer  having custody o f pu blic  fun ds , state , coun ty o r subd ivisio ns  thereo f, is

prima facie public money and a trust fund.  1922, 177.

25-1-72.  Deposit of funds.  All cou nty o fficers wh o rece ive fun ds pa yab le into the co unty  treasury

shall depo sit such  fun ds  into  the coun ty depo sitory on the day  wh en they a re collected or on the ne xt business day

thereafter.  1986, 305.

25-1-73.  Officers liable for costs of collection of public funds improperly withheld.   Any

officer who is a custodian of public funds or property who shall improperly withhold the same from the proper

treasury . ..  shall be liable on his bond for all  costs of collection or recovery.  1962, 588.

Cro ss references--

As to remedy against justice of the peace for money, fines or penalties withheld, see §9-11-23.

25-1-75.  Duplicate receipt books upon transfer of funds.  Th e gov ern ing  au tho rities o f all

counties ... shall  maintain duplicate receipt books, showing the date and the amount of money received from the

state  or any  po litical su bd ivisio n.  T he  receip t book s shall be o f pe rm anen t type an d sh all be  appro ved by the sta te

auditor.  1954, 386.

25-1-79. Use of state-owned automobiles.   It shall be unlawful for any officer, employee, or other

person whatsoever to use or permit or authorize the use of any automobile or any other motor vehicle owned by

the State of Mississippi or any department,  agency, or institution thereof for the purpose other than upon the

official busine ss o f the  Sta te of M ississ ipp i or any  agency , departm ent, or institution thereof.  F urth er, it shall be

unlawful for any such officer or employee to be paid or to receive any sums w hatsoever for travel expense until

the expenses for which payment is made, and each item thereof,  have been actually incurred by such officer or

employee, and then only upon the presentation of an itemized expense account which shall be approved in writing

by the head  of the departm ent, agency , or in stitution on w ho se b ehalf su ch  travel is perfo rm ed .  How ever, it is

expre ssly  provided that any such officer or employee traveling beyond the confines of the state  on business for

and in behalf of the State of Mississippi may, strictly in the discretion of an agency, institution, or department head,

receive in advance from state funds for the purpose of such travel expense a sum to be specified by such

aforementioned superior.   Further,  strict account of any sum  so a dv anced m ust be  kept in  accord with section 25-1-

81.  1950, 448.

Cro ss references--

Departments and agencies allowed to purchase and operate automobiles, see §25-1-85.

Exemption of state-owned automobiles from motor vehicles safety responsibility  provisions, see §63 -15-5 .

25-1-87.  County-owned vehicles to be marked.   All motor vehicles owned or leased by the Sta te

of M ississippi or any agency, department,  or po lit ical subdivision thereof,  which shall  include counties and

mun icipalities ... sha ll have painted on b oth sides in letters at least three inche s in height, and  on the  rear in letters



not less than one and one-half inches in height, the name of the state agency or department,  or polit ical subdivision,

which shall  include counties and municipalit ies, in a color which is  in contrast with the color of the vehicle; and

no privilege license tag shall be issued for such vehicle until the name has been  pa inted thereon  as requ ired  by  this

section.  A permanent decal may be use d in  lieu  of p ain t...the g ov ernor o r go vernin g authorities of  a m un icipality

may  authorize the use of specified unm arked vehic les o nly  in instan ces w here su ch  identify ing  m arks w ill hinder

official investigations.  Penalty for nonco m pliance w ith this section is the  w ithholding of any sales tax due for

distribution to any suc h m unicipality and any  excise tax  on  gasoline , diesel fu el, kerosene and oil due any such

coun ty and fo r any m on ths th ereafter, and sh all co ntinue  to withhold  said funds until  compliance with this section

is certified to the state tax comm ission by the state department of audit.  County-owned vehicles of  the she riff 's

department or vehicles owned by a family court shall  not be subject to the provisions of this section.  1972, 438;

1973, 480; 1974, 559; 1975, 489; 1983, 392; 1985, SB 2618; 1988, SB 2319; 1995, 543; 1997, 592; 1998, 547;

1999, 398; 2000, 588.

Cro ss references--

As to identification tags on county automobiles, trucks and tractors, see §19-7-9.

As to identification of sheriff 's  motor vehicles, see §19-25-15.

25-1-99.  County office hours.  Th e cle rks  of the circu it and chancery  courts , the  coun ty

superintendent of educ ation, the county tax assesso rs, and the sheriffs shall keep the ir offices at the courthouse

... or w ithin  one-half m ile the reo f ... except that the office of the county superintendent of education may be placed

at any other place in the county determined by the county board of education to be the m ost feasible, regardless

of distance  from  the courthouse.  The o ffices of all circuit and  chan cery  clerks and she riffs sh all be open...on a ll

business  days from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., except that within the discretion of the board of supervisors . ..  the above

coun ty offices may be closed at 12:00 noon one business day of each week, or may be closed all day Saturday of

each week, or may be closed at 12:00 noon on Saturday and at 12:00 noon on one additional business day of each

week. . ..   Orders relative thereto must be spread upon the minutes and published in a newspaper once each week

for four consecutive weeks. . ..   Provided, however, the courthouse shall be closed on all state holidays as set forth

in Section 3-3 -7, and w hen the h oliday falls on Saturday , the courthouse  m ay b e closed on  the Friday b efore  and

when  such holiday falls on a Sunday, the courthouse may be closed on the following M onday.  The board of

supervisors  in its d iscre tion , may close the county offices on those holidays created by executive order of the

governor.   1974, 345; 1976, 304; 1988, 386.

25-1-100.  Certain personnel records exempt from public access requirements.  The

following records are to be exempt from the provisions of the M ississippi Public Records Act of 1983:  personnel

records and applications for employment,  except those which may be released to or with the prior consent of the

person who m ade the application; test questions and answers which are to be used in em ploym ent exam inations;

and letters of recomm endation regarding any application for employment.  1983, 424; 1994; 401.

Cro ss references--

As to exemption of confidential information furnished by  third parties from  pub lic access requirements,

see §25-61-9.

25-1-102.  Certain attorneys' work products exempt from public access requirements.

Records in the possession of a public body, as defined by paragraph (a) of Section 25-61-3, which represent and

constitute  the work product of any attorney, d istrict a ttorney  or cou nty  pro secuting a ttorney  rep rese nting a  public

body and which are related to lit igation made by or against such public body , or in  an ticipation of prospective

lit igation, inc lud ing  all co m m un icatio ns  be tween su ch  attorney m ade in  the cou rse of an attorney-client

relationship, shall be exempt from the provisions of the Mississippi Public Records Act of 1983.  1983, 424.

25-1-107.  Date of postmark as proof of date of payment or report.

CHAPTER 3.  SALARIES AND COMPENSATION



25-3-1.  Classification of counties. Cou nties are divided into eight classes, according to the 1930

total assessed valuation of the real, personal, and public service corporation property of each county, said counties

to be classified as to said assessed valuations as follows:

Class 1:  In excess of $25,000,000.00

Class 2:  Between $20,000,000.00 and $25,000,000.00

Class 3:  Between $15,000,000.00 and $20,000,000.00

Class 4:  Between $10,000,000.00 and $15,000,000.00

Class 5:  Between $8,000,000.00 and $10,000,000.00

Class 6:  Between $6,000,000.00 and $8,000,000.00

Class 7:  Between $3,000,000.00 and $6,000,000.00

Class 8:  Less than $3,000,000.00

In counties where oil or gas is produced, the actual value of such oil and gas at the point of production

shall not be included in the assessed value of such counties in determining the classification thereof in the fixing

of fees to tax collectors under Section 25-7-21, Code of 1972.

In any year the assessed value of a county shows that its class has chang ed  to a  higher class, su ch  coun ty

shall rema in in its original class until the succeed ing Janu ary 1st and then be classed according to such assessed

value.  1960, 199; 1997, 570.

Cro ss references--

As to salaries or fees determined by county classification:  for county judges, see §9-9-11; for fam ily cou rt

judges, see §43-23-39; for chancery clerks, see §25-7-9.

25-3-3.  Salaries of assessors also serving as tax collectors.   The term "total assessed valuation"

as use d in  this sec tion  on ly refers to the ad valorem assessment for the county  and , in addition, in co unties w here

oil  or gas is produced, the actual value of oil and gas at the point of production, as certified to the counties by the

Sta te Tax Comm ission under the provisions of Sections 27-25-501 through 27-25-525 and 27-25-701 through 27-

25-723.

The salary o f assesso rs of the various counties is hereby fixed as full compensation for their services as

coun ty assessors and tax collectors.  The annual salary of each assessor shall be based upon the total assessed

valuation of his respective county for the preceding taxable year in the following categories and for the following

am oun ts:

(a) For coun ties w ith a  tota l assessed  va lua tion  of T wo H un dred F ifty  M illion D ollars

($250,000,000.00) or more, a salary of  $45,126.00;

(b) For coun ties hav ing  a to tal assessed v aluation  of at least Seven ty-five M illion D ollars

($75,000,000.00) but less than Two H und red F ifty M illion D ollars ($25 0,000,000.00 ), a salary

of $43,516.00;

(c) For counties having a total assessed valuation  of at least Th irty-five M illion D ollars

($35,000,000.00) but less than Seventy-five Million Dollars ($75,000,000.00),  a salary of

$40,531.00;

(d) For counties having a total assessed valuation o f at least Tw enty M illion D ollars

($20,000,000.00) but less than Thirty-five Million Dollars ($35,000,000.00),  a salary of

$37,495.00;

(e) For counties having a total assessed valuation of at least Twelve Million Five Hundred Thousand

Dollars ($12,500,000.00 ) bu t less than Twenty Million Dollars ($20,000,000.00), a salary of

$34,459.00;

(f) For coun ties hav ing  a to tal assessed  va lua tion  of less than  Tw elve M illion Five Hundred

Thousand Dollars ($12,500,000.00), a salary of  $31,423.00.

The annu al sa lary  establish ed  for th e as sessor-tax  co llecto r shall not be  reduced  du ring  the  term  as a  resu lt

of a reduction in total assessed valuation.  The salaries may be increased as a result of an increase in total assessed

valuation.

In addition to  all oth er com pensation paid  to assessor-tax collectors, counties having two judicial districts,

the board of supervisors shall  allow that said assessor-tax collector be paid an ad ditional $3 ,500 .00 per yea r.  In

addition to all other com pensation paid  to assesso rs or tax  co llecto rs, in c ou nties m ain tain ing  two full-time offices,

the bo ard o f supe rvisors m ay allow  that said asse ssor or tax  collector be paid  an ad ditional $3 ,500 .00 per yea r.



In addition to  all  other compensation paid to assessor-tax collectors, the board of supervisors of a co un ty

may  allow for such assessor-tax collector to be paid additional compensation when  there is a contract between  the

cou nty an d on e or m ore mun icipalities providing that the assessor-tax collector shall assess and/or collect taxes

for the municipality or mun icipalities; and such assessor-tax collector shall be authorized to receive such additional

compensation from the coun ty and /or the m un icipality  or municipalit ies in any amount allowed by the county and

the m unicipality or municipalities for performing  those services.

W hen any  tax assessor holds a valid certificate of educational recognition from the International

Association of Assessing Officers or is a licensed appraiser under Sections 73-34-1 et seq. , M ississippi Code of

1972, he shall  receive an additional One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00)  annually beginning the next

fiscal year a fter com ple tion .  W hen any tax assessor is a licensed state certified Residential Appraiser (RA) or

licensed state certified Timberland Appraiser (TA) under Sections 73-34-1 et seq. , . ..  or wh en an y tax a ssesso rs

holds a valid designation from the International  Association of Assessing Officers as a Cadastral M apping

Spe cialist (CMS ) or Personal Property Specialist (PPS) or Residential Evaluation Specialist (RES), he shall  receive

an additional Six Thousand Five H undred Dollars ($6,500,00) annually beginning the next fiscal year after

completion.  W hen any tax assessor holds the valid designation of Certified Assessment Evaluator (CAE) from

the International Association of Assessing Officers or is a state certified General Real Estate Appraiser (GA ) under

Sections 73-34-1 et seq., ... he sha ll receive an additional Eight Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($8,500.00)

annually beginning the next fiscal year after completion.

The sala ries h ere in set out shall be the total fun ds  pa id to  the  coun ty assesso rs an d tax collectors an d sh all

be full  compensation for their services, with any fees being paid to the county general fund.

The salaries herein provided shall  be payable monthly on the first day  of each calen dar m onth  by chan cery

cle rk 's warrant drawn on the general fund of the co un ty; how ever, the board o f supervisors , by  reso lution duly

adopted and en tered on its minu tes, may p rovide that such sa laries shall be paid semimonthly on the first and

fifteenth  day of each month. If a pay date falls on a weekend or legal holiday, salary payments shall be made on

the workday imm ediately preceding the weekend or legal holiday.

The salary scale in this section shall not apply in any county in which the office of assessor has been

sep ara ted  from  tha t of tax collector.  In the ev en t of su ch  sep ara tion , the  sala ry sca le se t forth  in Sec tion 25 -3-5

shall control.   1974, 349; 1977, 443; 1980, 497; 1983, 526; 1985, HB 642; 1988, HB 184; 1991, 382; 1993, 550,

1997, 570.

25-3-5.  Salaries of assessors and tax collectors in separate offices.  In any county where the

office of tax collector has been separated from  the office of tax assessor,  the annual salary of the assessor or tax

collector shall be based upon the total  assessed valuation of his county for the preceding taxable year in the

following  cate go ries and  for th e fo llow ing  am ou nts: 

(a) For coun ties w ith a total asse ssed v aluation  of Tw o H und red F ifty M illion D ollars

($250,000,000.00) or more, a salary of $49,639.00;

(b) For coun ties hav ing a total asse ssed v aluation  of at least Tw o H und red M illion D ollars

($200,000,000.00) but less than Two H undred Fifty M illion Dollars ($25 0,000 ,000.00), a  salary

of $46,603.00;

(c) For cou nties hav ing a total asse ssed v aluation  of at least One H und red F ifty M illion D ollars

($150,000,000.00) but less than Two H undred M illion Dollars ($200,000,000.00), a salary of

$43,567.00;

(d) For counties having a total assessed valuation of at least One Hundred M illion Dollars

($100,000,000.00) but less than One Hu ndred F ifty M illion D ollars ($15 0,000,000.00 ), a salary

of $40,531.00;

(e) For coun ties hav ing  a to tal assessed  va lua tion  of a t least Sev enty-five  M illion D ollars

($75,000,000.00) but less than One Hundred M illion Dollars ($100,000,000.00),  a salary of

$37,495.00;

(f) For coun ties hav ing a  total assessed  valua tion of less than Seventy-five M illion D ollars

($75,000,000.00), a salary of $34,459.00.

The an nu al sa lary estab lished for the  tax assessor or tax  collector sh all not be reduc ed as  a result of a

reduction in total assessed v aluation.  The salaries may be increased as a result of an increase in total assessed

valuation.



In addition to  all oth er com pensation paid  to assessors or tax collectors, in counties having two judicial

districts, the board of supervisors shall allow that said assessor or tax collector be paid an additional $3,500.00 per

yea r.  In addition to all other compensation paid to assessors or tax collectors, in counties maintaining two fu ll-time

offices, the board of supervisors may allow tha t said  assessor or tax collector be paid an additional $3,500.00 per

yea r.

In addition to all other compensation paid to tax assessors and tax collectors, the board of supervisors of

a county may allow for such tax asse ssor and/or tax co llector to be p aid additional com pensa tion wh en there is a

contract between the county and one or more m unicipalities providing that the tax assessor shall  assess taxes and/or

tax collector shall collect taxes for the municipality or municipalit ies; and such tax assessor and/or tax collector

shall be authorized to receive such additional compensation from the county and/or the municipality or

mun icipalities in any amount allowed by the county and the municipality or mun icipalities for perform ing those

services.

W hen any tax asse ssor holds a  valid certificate of educational recognition from the International

Association of Assessing Officers or is a licensed appraiser und er Sections 73-34 -1 et seq. , M ississippi Code of

1972, he sh all receive an ad ditional O ne T hou sand  Five  Hu ndred D ollars ($1,500.00)  annually beginning the next

fiscal year a fter com ple tion .  W hen any  tax  assessor is  a licensed state certified Residential Appraiser (RA) or

licensed state certified Tim berland A ppra iser (TA ) und er Sections 73-34 -1 et seq. , . ..  or when any tax assessors

ho lds a  valid  designation from the International Association of Assessing Officers as a Cadastral M apping

Spe cialist (CM S) or P erso na l Pro perty S pecialist (PP S)  or R esid en tial Evacuation S pecialis t (RES ), he  sha ll

receive an additional Six Thousand Five Hundred Do llars ($6,500,00) annually beginning the next fiscal year after

completion.  W hen any  tax  assessor h olds the  va lid designation of Certified Assessment Evaluator (CAE) from

the International Association of Assessing Officers or is a state certified General Real Estate Appraiser (GA ) under

Sections 73-34-1 et seq. , . ..  he shall  receive an additional Eight Thousand Five Hundred D ollars ($8,500.00)

annually beginning the next fiscal year after completion.

The salaries herein  set out sh all be the to tal fund s pa id to the co un ty assesso rs or tax  co llecto rs an d sh all

be full  compensation for their services, with any fees being paid to the county general fund.

The salaries herein provided shall be p ayable m onth ly on  the first day o f each  calend ar m onth  by chan cery

cle rk 's warrant drawn on the general fund of the county; however, the board of supervisors , by  reso lution duly

adopted and ente red  on  its m inu tes, m ay  pro vide that su ch  sala ries sha ll be  pa id se m imon thly  on  the first a nd

fifteenth  day of each month. If a pay date falls on a weekend or legal holiday, salary payments shall be made on

the workday imm ediately preceding the weekend or legal holiday.  1974, 368; 1977, 469; 1980, 497; 1983, 526;

1985, HB 642; 1988, HB 184; 1993, 550; 1997, 570.

25-3-7.  State contribution to compensation of assessors.  Fro m  the  state  treasury sha ll be  pa id

up to one-fourth of the salary  of each co unty  tax assessor, but in no instance shall the pay m ent exceed  the figure

pa id for the fiscal year of 1970-71 to the assessor,  whether or not the offices of assessor and tax collector are

combined.  1968, 369.

25-3-9.  Salaries of county prosecuting attorneys.  

(1) Excep t as prov ided in  subsections (2 )  and (3) of this section, the county prosecuting attorney may

receive for his services an ann ual salary to be paid by the board of supe rvisors as follow s:

(a) For counties with a total population of more than two hundred thousand (200,000), a salary not

to exceed  Tw enty-e ight Th ousand  Five  Hu ndred D ollars ($28 ,500 .00).

(b) For counties with a total population of more than one hundred thousand (100,000) and  not m ore

than two hundred thousand (200,000), a salary not to exceed Twenty-six Thousand Five Hun dred

Dollars ($26 ,500 .00).

(c) For coun ties w ith a total pop ulation o f more than fifty thousand  (50,00 0) and no t mo re than one

hundred thousand (1 00 ,000), a  sala ry n ot to exceed Twen ty-one Thousand Seven H undred

Dollars ($21 ,700 .00).

(d) For counties with a total population of more than thirty-five thousand (35,000) and not more than

fifty  thousand  (50,00 0), a salary n ot to exc eed  Tw enty T hou sand  Four H und red D ollars

($20 ,400 .00).



(e) For counties with a total population of more than twenty-five thousand (25,000) and not  more

than thirty-five thousand (35,000), a salary not to exceed Nineteen Thousand Three Hundred

Dollars ($19 ,300 .00).

(f) For coun ties w ith a  tota l popu lation  of m ore  than fifteen  thousand (1 5,000 ) and not more than

tw en ty-five  thousand (25,000), a salary not to exceed Seventeen Thousand Seven Hund red

Dollars ($17 ,700 .00).

(g) For counties with a total population of more than ten thousand (10,000) and not more than fifteen

thousand (15 ,000), a  salary not to exceed Sixteen Thou sand  On e H und red D ollars ($16 ,100 .00).

(h) For counties with a total population of m ore than six thousand (6,000) and not more than ten

thousand (10,000), a salary not to exc eed  Fourteen  Thousand  Five  Hu ndred D ollars ($14 ,500 .00).

(i) For coun ties w ith a total population of s ix thou san d (6 ,000) o r less , the  board  of sup erv isors, in

its discretion, may appo int a  coun ty prosecuting attorney, and it  may pay such county prosecuting

attorney an an nua l salary no t to exceed T welve T hou sand  Nine H und red D ollars  ($12 ,900 .00).

In all cases  of con vic tion  there sh all be taxed against the convicted defendant, as an item of cost,  the sum

of Three Dollars ($3.00),  which shall  be turned in to the county treasury as a p art of the gen eral county fun ds;

how ever, the  Th ree  Dollars ($3.00) sha ll no t be  taxed  in any  case in  which it is not the specific duty of the  coun ty

attorney to appear and prosecute.

From and after October 1, 1993, in addition to the salaries provided for in this subsection, the board of

supervisors  of any county, in its discretion, may pay the county prosecuting attorney an additional amount not to

exceed ten percent (10%) of the maximum  allowable salary prescribed herein.

(2) In the follow ing co unties, the co unty  prosecuting attorney shall receive for his services an annual

salary to be  paid by  the board o f supervisors, as follows:

(a) In any county bordering upon the Mississippi River and having a population of n ot less than  thirty

thousand (30,000) and not more than thirty-five thousand five hundred (35,500) according to the

federal census of 1990, and in counties having a population of not more than thirty-seven

thousand (37,000) according to the federal census of 1990 in which Interstate Highway 55 and

U .S. Highway  98  intersec t, the c ou nty  pro secuting a ttorney  sha ll rece ive  a sa lary  equa l to th e

justice court judge of such county; and in any county wherein is located the state's oldest

state-supported institution of higher learning and wherein M ississippi State Highways 7 and 6

intersec t, the  coun ty p rosecuting a ttorney  sha ll rece ive  an  annu al sa lary  equa l to that of a mem ber

of the board of supervisors of such county.

(b) In counties having a pop ula tion  in excess  of fifty  thousand (5 0,000 ) in the 1960 federal censu s,

wherein  is located a state-supported university and in which U.S. Highways 49 and 11  intersec t,

the salary of the county prosecuting at torney shall  be not less than Seventeen Thousand Four

Hund red Dollars ($17,400.00) per year.  The Board of Su perv isors of Forrest County,

M ississ ipp i, may , in its discretion, and by agreement with the county prosecuting attorney,

employ the county  prosecuting  attorney  as a full-time e lected o fficial during h is/her term of

office, design ate add itional duties an d respons ibilities of the office and pay additional

compensation up  to, but not in  excess o f, ninety  percent (90%) of the annual compensation and

salary of the co un ty cou rt judge  and the you th court judge of Forrest County as authorized by law

and provide a rea sonab le office and reasona ble office expen ses to  the county prosecuting

attorney.  The salary au tho rized  by th is pa rag raph (b ) for  the  coun ty p rosecuting a ttorney  sha ll

be the sole and complete salary for such pro sec utin g a ttorney  in each cou nty  to w hich th is

paragraph applies,  notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary.

(c) In any  coun ty w herein  is ho used  the  sea t of S tate G ov ernm ent, wherein U.S. Highways 80 and

49 intersec t, and hav ing  two (2) judicial districts, the boa rd of supervisors, in its discretion, may

pay  the county prosecuting attorney an annual salary equal to the annual salary of mem bers of

the board of supervisors in the county.

(d) In any cou nty  which has tw o (2 ) jud icial d istricts a nd  wherein  High w ay  8 a nd  H ighway 15

intersec t, having a population of greater than seventeen thousand (17,000), according to the 1980

federal dece nnial census, the board o f supe rvisors shall pay the  cou nty p rosecuting a ttorney a

salary equal to that of a member of the board of supervisors of  such county; provided that if such

coun ty prosecuting attorney is paid a sum for the purpose of defraying office or secretarial

expenses, then  the  sala ry p resc ribed here in sh all be redu ced by that am ou nt.



(e) In any county bordering the State of Tenn essee  and in  which M ississ ipp i Highways N o. 4  and 15

intersec t, and hav ing  a pop ula t ion of less than twenty thousand (20,000) in the 1970 federal

census, the sala ry o f the  coun ty prosecuting  attorney  shall be n o less than  Six T hou sand  Do llars

($6,000.00).

(f) In any county having a population of more than twenty-five thousand (25,000) and in  which U.S.

Highways 72 and 45 intersect,  the salary of the county attorney shall  be paid not less than Eight

Thousand Dollars ($8,000.00).  In addition, such county prosecuting  attorney shall receive the

sum of One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) per month for the purpose of defraying

secretarial expense.

(g) In any county wherein I-20 and State Highway 15 intersect;  and in any county wherein I-20 and

Sta te Highway  35  intersec t, the salary of the county prosecuting attorney shall be not less than

Eigh t Tho usan d Four H und red D ollars ($8,400.00).

(h) In any Class 1 county bordering on the Mississippi River, lying in whole or in part within a levee

distric t, wherein U.S. Highways 82 and 61 intersect,  bounded by the Sun flower River  an d S tee le's

Bay ou, the boa rd of superv isors, in its d iscre tion , may  pay an ann ua l sala ry equ al to  the annual

salary of members of the board of supervisors in the county.  In addition, such county prosecuting

attorney shall  receive the sum of One Thousand D ollars ($1,000.00) per m on th for the purpose

of defraying sec retarial expen ses.

(i) In any coun ty bordering on the Gulf  of  Mexico having two (2)  judicial dis tr ic ts , and wherein U.S.

Highways 90 and 49 intersect,  the salary of the county prosecuting attorney shall be not less than

Nineteen Thousand  Do llars ($19,000.00) pe r year.  Th e Board  of Supervisors of Harrison County,

M ississ ippi,  m ay , in its discretion, and by agreement with the county prosecuting attorney,

employ the county prosecuting attorney and his/her assistant during his/her term of office, and

design ate  additional duties and responsibili ties of the office and pay additional compensation up

to, but not in excess of, ninety percent (90%) of the annual compensation and salary of the coun ty

cou rt judges of Harrison County as authorized by law and provide adequate office space and

reasonable office  expenses to the coun ty p rosecuting a ttorney  and h is/he r ass istan t. The salary

authorized by  this paragraph (i) for the county prosecuting attorney and his/her assistant shall  be

the sole  and com ple te salary paid by the county for such prosecuting attorney and his/her assistant

in each county to which this paragraph applies, notwithstanding any other provision of law to the

contrary.

(j) In any county bordering on the State of Alabama, having a population in excess of seventy-five

thousand (75,00 0) according to the 1980 decennial census in which is located an institution of

higher learning and a United States military installation and wh ich is traverse d by an in tersta te

highway, the sa lary of the county prosecuting attorney shall not be less than Twelve Thousand

Dollars ($12,000.00) nor more than the amou nt of the annual salary received by a mem ber of the

board of supervisors of that county.

(k) In any county with a land area wherein M ississippi Highways 8 and 9 intersect,  the salary of the

cou nty  pro secuting a ttorney  sha ll be  no t less th an  Eig ht T ho usand F ive  Hun dred D ollars

($8,500.00) pe r year.

(l) In any C lass  2 cou nty  wherein  M ississ ipp i Highways 6 a nd  3 in terse ct, the salary of the  coun ty

prosecuting attorney sh all be not less than Twelve Thousand Dollars ($12,000.00) per year nor

m ore than the amount of the annual salary received by a member of the boa rd of su perv isors of

that county.

(m) In any  cou nty w herein  Interstate H ighw ay 5 5 an d S tate Highw ay 8  intersect,  the salary of the

coun ty prosecuting attorney shall be not less than Twelve Thousand Dollars ($12,000.00)  per

yea r.

(n) In any county wherein U.S. Highway 51 intersects Mississippi Highway 6, and having two (2)

judicial districts, the salary of the county prosecuting attorney shall be not less than Three

Thousand  Six H und red D ollars ($3,600.00) pe r year.

(o) In any cou nty  bo rde ring  on  the  Alabam a sta te line , having a  popu lation of greater than fifteen

thousand (15,000) according to the 1970 federal decennial census, wherein U.S. Highway 45 and

M ississ ipp i Highway  18 intersect, the salary of the coun ty prosecuting attorney  shall be not less

than Three Thousand Six Hundred Dollars ($3,600.00) nor greater than that of a mem ber of the

boa rd of supervisors of such county.  All prior acts, orders and resolutions of the board of



supervisors  of such county  w hich authorized the payment of the salary in conformity with the

provisions of th is paragraph, whether or not heretofore specifically authorized by  law are hereby

ratified, approved and confirmed.

(p) In any cou nty  wherein  is located a state-supported institution of higher learning and wherein U.S.

Highway 82 and Mississippi Highway 389 intersect,  the board  of sup erv isors, in its  discretion,

may  pay  the county prosecuting attorney an annual salary eq ual to the annu al salary o f mem bers

of the board of supervisors in the county.

(q) In any county having two (2) judicial dis tr ic ts  wherein Mississippi Highway 32 intersects  U.S.

Highway  49 E, the salary of the county prosecuting attorney shall be not less than Twelve

Thousand  Sev en H und red D ollars ($12 ,700 .00).

(r) In any county traversed by the Natchez Trace Parkway wherein U.S. Highway 45 and M ississippi

Highway  4 intersect,  the board of supervisors,  in i ts discretion, may pay the county prosecuting

attorney an annual salary equal to the annual salary of justice court judges in the county.

(s) In any cou nty  having a population of more than fourteen thousand (14,000) according to the 1970

census and which county is bordered on the north by the State of Tennessee and on the east by

the State of Alabama and in  which U.S. Highw ay N o. 72  and  Highw ay N o. 25  intersect, the bo ard

of supervisors, in its discretion, may pay the county prosecuting attorney an annual salary equal

to the annual salary of justice court judges in the county.

(t) (i) In any coun ty w herein  Inte rstate  Highway  55  and S tate H ighway  22  intersec t, and w hich is

also traversed in whole or part by U.S. Highways 49 and 51, and State Highways 16, 17, 43 and

the Natchez Trace Parkway, and also containing a part of a public lake or reservoir, in exce ss of

thirty  thousand (3 0,000 ) acres, th e board o f supervisors , in its d iscretion m ay  pay the co un ty

prosecuting attorney an annual salary in the amount of Twenty-eight Thousand  Do llars

($28 ,000 .00).

(ii) From and after October 1, 1993, in addition  to the sa lary  pro vided  for item  (i) of th is

paragraph, the  board  of sup erv isors, in its discretion, may pay the county prosecuting attorney

an additional amoun t not to exceed ten percent  (10% ) of the m axim um  allowable sa lary

prescribed herein.

(u) In any county  having a  popu lation  in the 1970 census in excess of thirty-five thousand (35,000)

and in which U.S. Highways 49W  and 82 intersect,  and in which is located a state penitentiary,

the annual salary of a county prosecuting attorney shall be Thirty Thousand Fou r Hundred

Tw enty D ollars  ($30 ,420 .00).

(v) In any county wherein M ississippi Highway 50 intersects U.S. Highway 45-Alternate,  and having

a population greater than twenty thousand (20,000) according to the 1980 federal decennial

census, a salary equa l to that of a m em ber o f the board of supervisors of such county; provided

that if such county prosecuting attorney is paid a sum for the purpose of defraying office or

sec retarial ex penses, then  the  sala ry p resc ribed here in sh all be redu ced by that am ou nt.

(w) In any county in which the 1975 assessed valuation was Forty M illion Seven Hundred Thirty-nine

Thousand Fo ur H un dred S ixty -six  Dollars ($40 ,739,466 .00 ) and w herein  U.S. Highway 45 and

M ississippi Highway 8  intersec t, the salary o f the  coun ty p rosecuting a ttorney  sha ll be  equa l to

that of a member of the board of supervisors of such county.

(x) In any county bordering on the M ississippi River having a population greater than fifty thousand

(50,000) acc ord ing  to the 1980 federal decennial census and also having a nation al m ilitary park

and national cemetery, an annua l salary of T wenty-five  Thousand  Do llars ($25,000.00) or a

salary equ al to that of a  mem ber of the bo ard o f supe rvisors in such co unty , wh ichev er is greater.

In addition, such county prosecuting attorney shall receive the sum of One Thousand Dollars

($1,000 .00) per m onth for the pu rpose of de fraying secretarial expenses.

(y) In any county bordering on the Alabama state line, traversed by the Chickasawhay River,  and

wherein  U.S. H ighway  45 and U.S. Highway 84 intersect,  a salary that shall  be equal to the

annual salary of a mem ber of the board of supervisors of such county.  All prior acts, orders and

resolutions of the board of supervisors of such county which authorize the payment of the salary

of the  coun ty p rosecuting a ttorney  in con form ity w ith the provisions of this section as it existed

imm ediately  prior to the effective date of Chapter 506, Laws of 1985, are hereby ratified,

approved, confirmed and validated.



(z) In any county having a population greater than sixty-five thousand five hundred eighty (65,580)

but less than sixty-five thousand f ive hundred ninety (65,590) according to the 1990 federal

decennial census, wherein U.S. Highway 45 intersects with M ississippi Highway 6, an annual

salary eq ual to Thirty Th ousand  Do llars ($30,000.00).

(aa) In any county  where an institution of higher learning is located and wherein U.S. Highway 82

and U.S. Highway 45 intersect,  the salary of coun ty prosecuting attorney  shall be not less than

that of a member of the board of supervisors in such county, and the board of supervisors may,

in its discretion, pay such county prosecuting attorney a salary in an amount not  to  exceed the

am ou nt o f the  sala ry o f the  District A ttorney  for th e S ixteen th Ju dic ial D istrict o f M ississ ipp i.

(bb) In any cou nty  having a  popu lation  greater  than s ix  thousand (6,000) according to the federal

decennial census and wherein U.S. Highway 61 and Highway 24 intersect,  the board of

supervisors, in its discretion, may pay the county prosecuting attorney an annu al sa lary  equa l to

the annual salary of the board of supervisors in the county.

(cc) In any county having a population greater than thirty-one thousand (31,000) according to the

1990 federal decennial census and wherein U.S.  Highway 61 and U.S. Highway  49  intersec t, a

salary of not less than the annual salary of justice court judges in the county.

(dd) In any county having a population greater than eighty-seven thousand (87,000) but less than

eighty-seven thousand  two hundred (87,200) according to the 1990  federa l cen sus, in w hich is

located an international airport,  an annual salary of Twenty-nine Thousand Do llars ($29,000.00).

In addition, such county prosecuting attorney shall receive the sum of One Thousand Dollars

($1,000 .00) per m onth for the pu rpose of de fraying secretarial expenses.

(ee) In any  cou nty having  a population  greater tha n e ight thousand (8,000) but less than eight

thousand two hundred (8,200) according to the 1990 federal census, and in which U.S. Highway

61 and Mississippi Highway 4 intersect,  the board  of sup erv isors m ay , in its  discretion, pay the

coun ty prosecuting attorney an amount not to exceed  Fourteen  Thousand  Do llars ($14,000.00),

in addition to  the maximum  allowable salary for that attorney under subsection (1), beginning on

April 1,  1997.

(ff) In any county having a population greater than thirty thousand three hundred (30,300) but less

than thirty thousand four hundred (30,400) according to the 1990 federal census, and in which

U.S. Highway 78 and Mississippi Highway 7 intersect,  a salary of not less than the ann ual salary

of a member of the board of supervisors in such county.

(gg) In any co unty ha ving a popu lation g reater than thirteen thou sand three h und red (13,300) but less

than thirteen thousand four hundred (13,400) according to the 1990 federal census, and in which

M ississippi Highway 24 and Mississippi Highway 48 intersect,  the board of  supervisors may,

in its disc retion, pay  the  coun ty p rosecuting a ttorney  an  additiona l am ou nt not to  exceed ten

perce nt (10% ) of the m axim um  allowable sa lary for that attorney u nde r subse ction (1).

(hh) In any county having a population greater than eight thousand three hundred (8,300) but less than

eight thousand  four hund red (8 ,400 ) according to  the 1990 federal census, and in  which U.S.

Highway  84 and U .S. Highw ay 9 8 intersec t, the b oard  of supervisors may, in its discretion, pay

the county prosecuting attorney an additional am ou nt n ot to exceed ten percent (10%) of the

m axim um  allowable sa lary for that attorney u nde r subse ction (1).

(ii) After September 30, 1993, in any county having a population of more than thirty thousand four

hundred (30,400) and which is traversed in whole or part by I-59, U.S. Highways 98 and 11 and

Sta te  H igh w ay  13 , the annual salary of the county prosecuting attorney shall be Twenty-five

Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00).   In addition, such county prosecuting attorney shall receive after

September 30, 1993, the sum of Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($750.00) per month for the

purpo se of defraying o ffice or secretarial expen ses.

(jj) In any county having a popu lation  greater  than tw en ty thousand (20,000) according to the 1990

federal census and wherein U.S. Highway 78 and M ississippi Highway 25 intersect,  the board

of supervisors, in its discretion, may pay the county prosecuting attorney an annual salary equal

to the annual salary of justice court judges in the county.

(kk) In any county having a population greater than twelve thousand four hundred (12,400 ) but less

than twelve thousand five hundred (12,500) according to the  1990 federal census, and in which

U.S. Highway 84 and Mississippi Highway 27 in terse ct, the  board  of sup erv isors m ay , in its



discretion, pay the county prosecuting attorney an additional amoun t not to exceed ten percent

(10% ) of the m axim um  allowable sa lary for that attorney u nde r subse ction (1).

(ll) In any county having a population greater than thirty thousand two hun dred (30,200) but less than

thirty  thousand three hund red  (30 ,300) accord ing  to the 199 0 federal census, an d in  which U.S.

Inte rstate  55 and M ississippi Highway 84  intersect, the board of supervisors may, in its discretion,

pay the county prosecuting attorney an additional amount not to exceed ten percent (10%) of the

m axim um  allowable sa lary for that attorney u nde r subse ction (1).

(m m ) In any county on the Mississippi River levee, having a population greater than  forty-one

thousand eight hun dred (4 1,800 ) bu t less than  forty -on e thou san d n ine hundred (41,900)

according to the 1990 federal census wherein U.S. Highway 61 and M ississippi Highway 8

intersect, the bo ard of supervisors, in its discretion m ay pay the county prosecuting attorney an

annual salary equal to the annual salary of mem bers of the board of supervisors in the county. In

addition, the bo ard of supervisors, in its discretion, may pay the county prosecuting attorney the

sum of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) per month for the purpose of defraying secretarial

expe nses.

(nn) In any county having a population greater than twenty-four thousand seven hundred (24,700) and

less than tw enty-fo ur thousan d nine hund red (24,900) accord ing to the 199 0 federal censu s,

wherein  M ississippi Highways 15 and 16 intersect,  the board of supervisors, in its discretion, may

pay the county  prosecuting  attorney  an an nua l salary equal to the annu al salary of mem bers of

the board of supervisors in the county.

(oo) In any cou nty  having a  popu lation  greater  than th irty-sev en  thousand (37,000) but less than

thirty-eight thousand (38,000) according to the 1990 federal census, in which is located  a sta te

supported institution of higher learning, and in which  U.S. Highway  82 and M ississippi Highway

7 intersect,  the board  of sup erv isors m ay , in its discretion, pay the county prosecuting attorney

a salary in an amou nt not to exceed the amount of the salary of the District  Attorney for the

Fo urth  Jud icial D istrict o f M ississ ipp i.

(pp) In any county in which U.S. Highway 78 and M ississipp i Highway  15  intersec t and w hich is

traversed by  the  Ta llahatch ie Rive r, a salary equal to that o f mem bers o f the board of sup ervisors

of the county, which salary shall be in addition to any sums received for the purpose of defraying

office or secretarial expen ses and su m s received as yo uth cou rt prosecutor fees.

(qq) In any county bordering on  the  Sta te of Te nn essee  and the S tate o f Arkansas, w herein  Inte rstate

Highway 55 and M ississ ipp i Highway  302 in terse ct, the board of supervisors, in its discretion,

may  pay the co un ty prosecuting attorney an annual salary equal to the annual salary of justice

court judges in the county.

(rr) In any county that is traversed by the Natchez Trace Parkway and in which Mississippi Highway

35 and M ississippi Highway 12  intersect, the board of supervisors, in its discretion, may pay the

coun ty prosecuting attorney an annual salary in the amoun t of the annual salary o f justice cou rt

judges in the county.

(ss) In any county in which M ississippi Highw ay 1 4 an d M ississippi Highw ay 2 5 intersec t, the b oard

of supervisors, in its discretion, may pay the county prosecuting attorney an annual salary in the

am oun t of Tw enty-tw o Thou sand  Do llars ($22,000.00).

(tt) In any cou nty  in which Interstate Highway 59 and U.S. Highway 84 intersect,  the board of

supervisors, in its discretion, may pay the county prosecuting attorney an annu al sa lary  equa l to

the annual salary of mem bers of the board of supervisors in the county.

(3) In any  case w here a  sala ry, exp ense a llow ance or o ther sum  is au tho rized o r pa id by the board of

supervisors  pursuant to this section, that salary, expense allowance or other sum shall  not be reduced or terminated

during  the term for which the county attorney was elected. 1992, 554; 1993, 550; 1997, 570; 1999, 564.

25-3-11.  Travel expense of county attorney in Bolivar County .  The allowable travel expen se

of the county attorney of Bolivar County (by description) is  set a t $100 .00  per m on th, payab le from  the  coun ty

general fund.  1956, 191.



25-3-13.  Salaries of supervisors.   The salaries of the mem bers of boards of supervisors of the

variou s co un ties a re fixed  as fu ll com pensation fo r the ir serv ices .  

The annual sala ry of each mem ber of the board of supervisors shall be based upon the total assessed

valuation of his respective county for the preceding taxable year in the following categories and for the following

am ou nts: 

(a) For counties with a total assessed valuation of less than Tw enty M illion D ollars ,

a salary of $23,529.00;

(b) For coun ties w ith a total assessed valuation of at least Twenty Million Dollars but

less than Twenty Five Million Dollars, a salary of $24,137.00;

(c) For counties with a total assessed valuation of at least Tw enty F ive M illion D ollars

but less than Thirty Five Million Dollars, a salary of $24,744.00;

(d) For coun ties w ith a  tota l assessed  va luation  of a t leas t Th irty Five Million Do llars

but less than Fifty Million Dollars,  a salary of $26,869.00;

(e) For counties with a  tota l assessed  va lua tion  of a t leas t Fifty  M illion D ollars but less

than Seventy Five Million Dollars,  a salary of $28,083.00;

(f) For counties with a total assessed valuation of at least Seventy Five Million Do llars

but less than One Hundred Twenty Five M illion Dollars,  a salary of $28,994.00;

(g) For counties with a total assessed valuation of at least One Hundred  Twenty Five

M illion  Do llars but less than Three Hundred Million Dollars,  a salary of

$33,548.00;

(h) For counties with a to tal assessed valuation of at least Three Hundred M illion or

more, a salary of $37,343.00.

The salary of members of the board of supervisors shall not be increased under this section  un til said

boa rd sha ll have passed a resolution stating the amount of the increase and spread it  on its minutes.  1977, 457;

19 80 , 477; 198 5, H B 185; 199 3, 550 , 1997 , 570. 

Cro ss references--

For effect of oil  production valuation on supervisors ' salaries, see §25-3-15.

25-3-15.  Additions to assessed valuation for fixing supervisors' salaries in certain
counties.  In any county having producing oil or gas wells, the total valuation of such oil or gas produced ...  may

be  com bined  with the total assessed valuation of said cou nty in com puting its category for the purpose of fixing

the salary of the mem bers of the board of sup erv isors; prov ided that in  any cou nty  wherein 25% or more of the

real property of the county is owned by an agency of the federal government and consequently exemp t from ad

valorem  taxes, the salary of the mem bers of the board of sup erv isors ... shall be es tab lished by the nex t highest rate

from that determined by the total assessed value of the property in the county.  1970, 318; 1997, 570.

25-3-17.  Payment of supervisors' salaries.  Salaries of m em bers  of boards of  sup erv isors shall

be payable on the first day of each calendar month during the calendar  year  fol lowing that in which the total

assessed valuation is determined; however,  the boa rd of supervisors,  by resolution duly adopted and entered on

its m inutes, may  provide that such  salaries shall be paid sem imonthly on the first and fifteen th day of each month.

If a pay date falls on a weeke nd  or le ga l ho liday, sa lary  paym ents shall be m ade on the w ork day im m ediately

preceding the weekend or legal holiday.  The chancery clerk shall draw his warrant on the general fund, the road

and bridge fund, or any fund of the county available for said purpose.  1970, 318; 1997, 572.

25-3-19.  Salaries of county auditors.   The chancery clerks, as county auditors, shall  receive

compensation for their services as such the annual amount of Five Thousand Three Hundred Dollars ($5,300.00)

payable  in equal monthly installments out of the county treasury; however,  the board of supervisors,  by resolution

du ly adopted and entered on its minutes, may provide that such salaries shall be paid semimonthly on the first and

fifteenth  day  of each m onth . If a pay date  falls on a weekend or legal holiday, salary payments shall be made on

the workday imm ediately preceding the weekend or legal holiday.  1981, 497; 1996, 535; 1997, 572.



25-3-21.  Allowance for copying assessment rolls.  Th e board o f supervisors  m ay  allow the ir

clerks ...  not to exceed one and one-half cents for each personal assessment or three cents for each  sep ara te

assessment of lands per copy; but the board may allow as much as $150.00 in any case for copying the personal

roll , and each copy thereof shall  be considered a roll .  1932, 193.

Cro ss references--

For duties of clerk of board of supervisors as to land assessment and homestead exemption rolls, see 

   §27-33-35.

For duties of clerk as to completion and submission of assessment rolls,  see §27-35-123.

25-3-23.  Deputy chancery clerks in certain counties.   Special provisions are made for depu ty

chance ry clerks  in certa in cou nties ha ving tw o judic ial d istricts.  In  all cases the salary is fixed and paid by the

boa rd of supervisors from the general county fund.  In Bolivar and Yalobusha counties,  the depu ty is requ ired  to

reside and serve in a judicial district other than that in which the chan cery c lerk resides.  In Chickasaw County the

salary shall  be such sum  as the board allows.  In Harrison County, the salary shall be a sum as set by the board,

not to be less than $ 400 .00 m onth ly.  In Bolivar C ou nty , the  sala ry sha ll no t exceed  $2 ,400.00 per ann um  and in

Yalobusha Cou nty  the  sala ry sha ll no t exceed  $350 .00  m on thly .  In both  Chickasaw  and B olivar cou nties it is

provided that the amounts allowed the deputy  clerk o r the ch ancery c lerk  for a  depu ty c lerk  design ated  by  him

shall be in addition to all other  com pensation p rov ided by law.  Th e allo wance m ay  be  m ade to  either a  depu ty

clerk o r to the chancery clerk  for a deputy clerk in Chickasaw and Harrison counties.   Provisions are also made

for deputy clerks in counties having an assessed valuation of less than $5,000,000.00, bu t there are no counties

that fall  into that valuation classification at this t ime.  1974, 422.

25-3-25.  Salaries of sheriffs. 

(1)  Exce pt as otherw ise provided in subsections (2) through (9), the salaries of sheriffs of the various

coun ties are hereby fixed as full com pensa tion for their services.

From and  after Oc tober 1 , 1998, the an nua l salary for each sh eriff shall  be based upon the total population

of his coun ty according  to the latest federal decen nial census in th e fo llow ing categories and for the following

am oun ts; how ever, no she riff shall be paid  less than the salary autho rized unde r this section to be paid  the she riff

based  upon the population of the cou nty acco rding to the 198 0 federal dece nnial census:

(a) For counties with a total population of more than two hundred thousand (200,000), a salary of

Sev enty-five  Thousand  Do llars  ($75,00 0.00 ).

(b) For counties with a total population of more than one hundred thousand (100,000) and  not m ore

than tw o hu ndred thousan d (20 0,000), a salary o f Sev enty T hou sand  Do llars ($70,000.00).

(c) For counties with a total population of more than forty-five thousand (45,000) and not more than

one  hun dred  thousand  (100 ,000 ), a salary of S ixty-five Thou sand  Do llars ($65,000.00).

(d) For counties with a total population of more than thirty-four thousand (34,000) and not more than

forty-five tho usan d (45 ,000 ), a salary of S ixty Th ousand  Do llars ($60,000.00).

(e) For coun ties with a total pop ulation o f more than twenty-five  thousand  (25,00 0) and no t mo re

than th irty-four thou sand   (34,00 0), a salary o f Fifty-two  Thousand  Do llars ($52,000.00).

(f) For counties with a total population of more than f if teen thousand (15,000) and not more than

twenty-five tho usan d (25 ,000 ), a salary of F ifty Tho usan d D ollars ($50 ,000 .00).

(g) For coun ties w ith a  tota l population of more than nine thousand five hundred (9,500) and not

m ore than fifteen tho usan d (15 ,000 ), a salary of F orty-seven T hou sand  Do llars ($47,000.00).

(h) For counties with a total population of more than seven thousand five hundred (7,500) and not

m ore than nine thousand five hundred (9,500), a salary of F orty-five T hou sand  Do llars

($45 ,000 .00).

(i) For cou nties w ith a total pop ulation o f not m ore than sev en  tho usan d five hund red (7 ,500 ), a

salary o f Forty -two  Thousand  Do llars ($42,000.00).

(2) In addition to the salary provided for in subsection (1) of this section, the Board of Supervisors of

Leflore  County m ay, in its discretion, pay an annual supplement to the sheriff of the county in an amount no t to

exceed Ten T hou sand D ollars ($10,000.00 ).  The Leg islature finds and  declares that the annual supplement

authorized b y this subsection is justified in such cou nty for the following reaso ns:



(a) The M ississippi Department of Corrections operates and m aintains a restitution center within the

county;

(b) The M ississippi Dep artmen t of Corrections ope rates and m aintains a co m m un ity work center

within the county;

(c) There is a reside nt c ircu it court judge in the co unty w hose  office is located  at the  Le flore  Cou nty

Courthouse;

(d) There is a resident chancery court judge in the  cou nty w hose office is loca ted at the L eflore

County Courthouse;

(e) The M agistrate for the Fourth Circuit Court District  is located in the cou nty  and m ain tains his

office at the Leflore County Courthouse;

(f) The Reg ion VI M ental Health-M ental Retardation Cen ter, w hich se rves a m ultico un ty area , calls

upon the sheriff to provide sec urity  for out-of-town mental patients, as well as patients from

within the county;

(g) The increased  activ ity o f the  Child  Su pp ort D ivisio n o f the  Departm ent of H um an  Se rvices in

enforcing in the  courts parental obligations has imposed additional duties on the sheriff; and

(h) The dispatchers of the enhanced E-911 system  in place in Leflore County has been placed under

the direc tion and co ntrol of the sh eriff.

(3) In addition to the salary provided for in subsection (1) of this section, the Board of Supervisors of

Rankin County may, in its discretion, pay an annu al su pp lem ent to the sh eriff o f the  coun ty in  an  am ou nt not to

exceed Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00).   The Legislature finds and declares that the annual supplement

authorized b y this subsection is justified in such cou nty for the following reaso ns:

(a) The M ississ ipp i Departm ent of C orre ctions  opera tes and  m ain tains the  Cen tral M ississippi

Correctional Facili ty within the county;

(b) The State Hospital is operated and maintained within the county at W hitfield;

(c) Hud speth  Regional Center, a facility m ain tained  for th e ca re and  trea tment of the m entally

retarded, is located within the county;

(d) The M ississ ipp i Law Enforcement Officers Training Academy is operated and m ain tained  within

the county;

(e) The State Fire Academy is operated and maintained within the county;

(f) The Pearl River Valley Water Supply District , ordinarily known as the "Reservoir D istric t," is

located within the county;

(g) The Jackson International Airport is located within the county;

(h) The pa trolling o f the  state  properties located within the county has imposed additional duties on

the sheriff; and

(i) The she riff, in add ition  to p rov iding se curity to  the  nearly  one hundred thousand (100,000)

resid en ts of the  co un ty, h as the duty to investigate,  solve and assist in the prosecution of any

misdemeanor or felony comm itted upon any state property located in Rankin County.

(4) In addition to the salary provided for in subsection (1) of this section, the Board of Supervisors of

Neshoba County shall pay an annual supplement to the sheriff of the county an amount equal to Ten Thousand

Dollars ($10 ,000 .00).

(5) In addition to the salary provided for in subsection (1) of this section, the Board of Supervisors of

Tunica County may, in their  discretion, pay an annual supplement to the sheriff of the county an amou nt equal

to Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00),  payable beginning April  1, 1997.

(6) In addition to the salary provided for in subsection (1) of this section, the Board of Supervisors of

Hinds County shall pay an annual supplement to the sheriff of the county in an amount equal to Fifteen Thousand

Dollars ($15,000.00).   The Legislature finds and declares that the annual supplement authorized by this subsection

is justified in such  coun ty for the follow ing reasons:

(a) Hinds County has the greatest population of any county, two hundred fifty-four thousand four

hundred forty-one (254,441) by the 1990 census, being almost one hundred thousand (100,000)

more than the next most populous county;

(b) Hind s Cou nty is  hom e to the state capitol and the sea t of all state governm ent offices;

(c) Hinds County is the third largest county in geographic area, containing eight  hundred

seven ty-five (875) square m iles;

(d) Hinds Cou nty  is com prised  of tw o (2) jud icial d istricts, e ach hav ing  a co urth ou se and  coun ty

office buildings;



(e) There are four (4) resident circuit judges, four (4) resident chancery judges, and three (3) resident

coun ty judges in Hinds Cou nty , the  m ost of any  coun ty, w ith the sheriff acting as chief executive

offic er and  pro vider o f ba iliff serv ices  for a ll;

(f) The main offices for the clerk and m ost of the judges and magistrates for the United States

District  Court for the Southern District  of Mississippi are  located within the county;

(g) The state's only urban university,  Jackson State University, is located within the county;

(h) The University of M ississippi M edical Center, combining the medical sch oo l, denta l sch oo l,

nursing school and hospital,  is located within the county;

(i) M ississippi Veterans M em oria l Stadium , the  state 's largest spo rts are na , is located  within th e

county;

(j) The M ississippi State Fairgrounds, including the Coliseum  and T rade M art, are located  within

the county;

(k) Hinds County has the largest criminal population in the state, such that the H inds  Cou nty S he riff 's

Department operates the largest county jail system in  the state,  housing almost one thousand

(1,000) inm ates in three (3) separate detention facilities;

(l) The Hinds County Sheriff's Department handles more mental and drug and alco ho l com m itments

cases than any other sheriff 's department in the state;

(m) The M ississippi Department of Corrections maintains a restitution center within the county;

(n) The M ississippi Department of Corrections regularly houses as many as one hun dred (1 00 ) state

convicts within the Hinds County jail system; and

(o) The Hinds Cou nty  Sh eriff's D epartm ent is regula rly ask ed  to p rov ide  security  serv ices  no t on ly

at the Fairgroun ds and  M em orial Stadium, but also for eve nts at the M ississippi M useu m  of A rt

and Jackson City  Auditorium.

(7) In addition to the salary provided for in subsection (1) of this section, the Board of Supervisors of

W ilkinson County, in its discretion, may pay an annual supplement to the sheriff of the county in an amount not

to exceed Ten Thousand D ollars ($10,000.00).  The Legislature finds and declares that the annual supplement

authorized by this subsection is justified in such county because the Mississippi D ep artm ent of Corrections

contracts for the private incarceration of state inmates at a private correctional facili ty within the county.

(8) In addition to the salary provided for in subsection (1) of this section, the Board of Supervisors of

M arsh all Cou nty , in its disc retion, m ay  pay an ann ua l sup plem ent to the sh eriff o f the  coun ty in  an  am ou nt not to

exceed Ten Thousand D ollars ($10,000.00).  The Legislature finds and declares that the annual  supplement

authorized by this subsection is justified  in such county because the Mississippi Department of Corrections

contracts for the private incarceration of state inmates at a private correctional facili ty within the county.

(9) In addition to the salary provided in subsection (1) of this section, the Board of Supervisors of Greene

County, in its discretion, may pay an annual supplement to the she riff of  the  coun ty in an amount not to exceed

Ten Thousand  Do llars ($10,000.00).  The Legislature finds and declares that the annual supplement authorized

by this subsec tion is justified in such  coun ty for the follow ing reasons:

(a) The M ississippi Department of Corrections operates and maintains the South Mississippi

Correctional Facili ty within the county;

(b) In 1996, additional  facilities to house another one thou san d fo ur h un dred six teen  (1,4 16 ) m ale

offenders  were constructed at the South Mississippi Correctional Facility within the county; and

(c) The pa trolling o f the  state  properties located within the county has imposed additional duties on

the sheriff justifying additional compensation.

(10) The salaries herein provided shall  be payable  mon thly on the first day of each calendar month by

chance ry clerk's warrant drawn on the general fund of the county; however,  the board of supervisors, by resolution

du ly adopted and entered on its minutes, may  provide that such salaries shall be paid semimonthly on the first and

fifteenth  day of each month.  If a pay date falls on a weekend or legal holiday, salary payments shall be made on

the work day im m ediately  preceding the weekend or legal holiday.  1942, 4234.5; 1968, 369; 1974, 542; 1975, 483;

1977, 454; 1980, 529; 1981, 340; 1983, 496; 1985, 421; 1988, 498; 1992, 478; 1993, 431; 1997, 570; 1998, 459.

25-3-27.  Salaries of deputy sheriffs where two judicial districts.  The b oard  of sup ervisors

of any  coun ty  having two judicial districts m ay pay  a salary of not less than $1,500.00 nor more than $2,500.00



to a regu larly app ointed  dep uty sheriff, who  sha ll reside in  and serve the judicial district of the county other than

that in which the sh eriff resides.

Exceptions are provided as follows:  In any county with two judicial districts and an assessed valuation

of less than $4,000,000.00 the salary shall be not less than $1,000.00 nor more than $1,500 .00.  [Assessed

valuations of all  counties have long since far surpassed the figure herein mentioned]; in Carroll  County [by

description] the salary shall be not less than $2,400.00 nor more than $5,400.00; in Yalobusha County [by

description] the salary shall be $1,500.00.  1971, 417.

25-3-29.  Method of paying salaries.  Un less otherwise spe cified the sa laries of  coun ty o ffice rs sh all

be paid mon thly out of the general county fund, and the said salaries and allowances shall be included in the

budget of each county; however,  the board of supervisors,  by resolution duly adopted an d entered o n its minutes,

may  pro vide that su ch  sala ries sha ll be  pa id se m imon thly  on  the  first an d fifteen th day  of each m on th. If a  pay date

falls  on a weekend or legal holiday, salary payments shall be made on the workday imm ediately preceding the

weekend or legal holiday.  1926, 296; 1997, 572.

25-3-33.  Salaries of appointive state and district officials.  

The  annu al salaries of the following a ppo intive state and d istrict officials and em ployees a re fixed as follows:

Deputy  Attorney  Genera l, no t to ex ceed  ........................$ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72,800.00 

Assistant Attorneys General shall each receive 

annual salaries in an amou nt to be fixed by the 

Attorney  Genera l bu t no t to  ex ceed .............................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

68,400.00 

M ilitary  Departm ent--N ationa l Guard: 

Adju tan t Genera l............................................................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80,000.00 

Departm ent of B anking and  Con sum er F inance: 

Com missioner................................................................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85,000.00 

Chairman of the State Tax Comm ission 

(Com m issioner of R evenue) ........................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91,000.00 

Associate  Com m issioners, each  ...................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42,000.00 

Direc tor o f Em ergency  M anagem ent Agency .................       . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65,000.00 

Departm ent of P ub lic Safe ty: 

Com missioner of P ub lic Safe ty ...................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80,000.00 

Direc tor, O ffice  of M ississ ipp i Highway  Sa fety  Pa trol, 

or h is successor ............................................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70,000.00 

Direc tor, O ffice  of S up po rt Se rvices, o r his  suc cesso r ...      . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

70,000.00 

Department of Human Services: Director,  not to exceed          . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85,000.00  

W ork ers' C om pensation C om m ission: C ha irm an ............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

80,000.00 

M em bers, each  ................................................................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78,000.00 

Ex ecutive D irec tor........................................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75,000.00 

Adm inistra tive  Jud ge , eac h ............................................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75,000.00 

Arch ives an d H istory : 

Direc tor, not to  exceed ..................................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70,000.00 

Sta te Fore ster.................................................. ................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70,000.00 

Sta te O il and G as B oard: 

Se cre tary -Sup erv isor ........................................................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70,000.00 

Ed ucationa l Te lev ision  Authority : 

Ex ecutive D irec tor........................................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70,000.00 

Director, M ississippi Library Com mission, not to exceed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

70,000.00 

Ex ecutive Secretary, P ub lic Serv ice C om m ission ..........        . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65,000.00 

Pa role  Board: 

Cha irm an .................................................................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,000.00  



Adm inistra tive  Assistant fo r Pa role  M atters..................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42,000.00 

M em bers, each ................................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

44,000.00 

Gov ernor's S tate B on d A dv isory D ivisio n: 

Direc tor........................................................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

55,000.00 

Em ploym ent Security C om m ission: 

Ex ecutive D irec tor, not to  exceed ............................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

70,000.00 

Ex ecutive D irec tor, D epartm ent of M ental H ealth, 

to be determ ined by the S tate B oard o f M ental H ealth, 

no t to ex ceed ................................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

85,000.00 

Direc tor, D ivisio n o f M edicaid , no t to ex ceed  .................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85,000.00 

Director,  State Department of Transportation, not to exceed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85,000.00 

Sta te Entom ologist.............................................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

65,000.00 

Clerk  of the Sup rem e C ou rt...................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

60,000.00 

State Aid Engineer, Division of State Aid Road  

Con struction.................................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

70,000.00 

Ex ecutive D irec tor, Ju dic ial Perfo rm ance Com m ission ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

65,000.00 

Executive Director,  Department of Finance and 

Adm inistra tion .................................................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

85,000.00 

Superintendent, M ississippi School for the Blind, to be 

determined by the State Board of Education, not to exceed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

65,000.00 

Superintendent, M ississippi School for the Deaf, to be

determined by the State Board of Education, not to exceed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

65,000.00 

Ex ecutive D irec tor, S tate F air C om m ission ..................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65,000.00 

Ex ecutive D irec tor, D epartm ent of W ildlife , 

Fishe ries and  Pa rks  ............................................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

80,000.00 

Ex ecutive D irec tor, D epartm ent of E nv iron m ental Q ua lity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

85,000.00 

Ex ecutive D irec tor, P at H arrison   W aterway  District ........      . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65,000.00 

Executive Director, Pearl River Basin Developm ent District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

61,000.00 

Executive Director, Pearl River Valley W ater Supply District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71,000.00 

Execu tive D irector, Tom bigbee R iver V alley W ater 

M anagem ent District............................................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

61,000.00 

Direc tor, S oil and  W ater  Conserv ation C om m ission ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

60,000.00 

Com missioner, M ississ ipp i Departm ent of C orre ctions ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

85,000.00 

Execu tive D irector, M ississippi De partm ent of 

Info rm ation T echn ology  Se rvices ................................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

85,000.00 

Direc tor, M ississ ipp i Bu reau o f Narcotics ...................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60,000.00 



Ex ecutive Secretary, S tate V eterans A ffairs  Board ......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

55,000.00 

Ex ecutive O ffice r,  Veterans' Hom e Purchase B oard ......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

65,000.00 

Chief Adm inistrative Officer, M otor Vehicle Comm ission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

55,000.00 

Stadium M anager,  Mississippi Veterans M emorial Stadium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

55,000.00 

Ex ecutive D irec tor, M ississ ipp i Arts Com m ission ................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55,000.00 

Direc tor, M ississ ipp i Bo ard  of N urs ing  ......................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

60,000.00 

Direc tor, S tate B oard o f Ph arm acy .............................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

60,000.00 

Direc tor, S tate B oard o f Pu blic  Con trac tors  .................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,000.00 

Direc tor, R eal Es tate C om m ission ............................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

55,000.00 

Director of Supp ort Serv ices, Department of 

Rehab ilitation  Se rvices ........................................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

80,000.00 

Ex ecutive D irec tor, S tate F ire A cadem y ......................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55,000.00 

Executive D irector, Law  Enforcem ent  Officers 

Train ing  Academ y ............................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

50,000.00 

Ex ecutive D irec tor, S tate B oard o f Accou ntancy ................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60,000.00 

Ex ecutive D irec tor, M ississ ipp i Gam ing  Com m ission ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

90,000.00 

Executive Director,  Mississippi Department of

 M arine R eso urces ....................................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70,000.00 

Executive Director,  State Board of Registration 

for P rofe ssiona l En gineers an d L and S urv eyors  .................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55,000.00 

Ex ecutive D irec tor, P ub lic U tilities S taff ..................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

85,000.00 

Sta te Law  Lib rarian............................................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

60,000.00 

Sta te Perso nn el D irec tor........................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

75,000.00 

M anager, Fa rmers Central M arket, D epartment of 

Agricultu re and  Com m erce ....................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

40,000.00 

Sta te V eter inarian  ............................................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

70,000.00

Ex ecutive  D irec tor, M ississ ipp i Eth ics C om m ission ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

70,000.00

1942, 4175.1;1970, 402; 1974, 545; 1978, 520; 1979, 512; 1980, 496, 475; 1983, 536; 1984, 514; 1988, 528; 1989,

1st Ex Sess, ch. 3,  Sec. 8; 1993, 587; 1997, 577; 1998, 307; 1999, 581; 2001, 550.

25-3-36.  Compensation of justice court judges; disposition of fees, costs, fines and cash

bonds; justice court clerk clearing account.  
(1) F rom  and a fter O ctober 1, 199 8, every ju stice  court judg e sh all rec eive as  full com pensation fo r his

or her services and in lieu of any and all other fees, costs or compensation heretofore authorized for such justice

cou rt judge , an  annual sa lary  based  upon  the  popu lation  of h is or her county according to the 1990 federal

decennial census; however, no justice co urt judge shall  be paid less than the salary authorized under this section



to be paid the jus tice cou rt judge based upon the population of the county according to the 1980 federal decennial

census.  The am oun t of which salary sh all be determined  as follows:

(a) In counties with a population of m ore  than tw o hun dred thou san d (2 00 ,000), a  sala ry o f Fo rty-s ix

Thousand  Tw o H und red N inety-nine D ollars ($46 ,299 .00).

(b) In counties w ith a pop ulation o f more than one hundred fifty thousand (150,000) but no t  mo re

than two hundred thousand (200,000), a salary o f Forty -two  Thousand  Five  Hu ndred Four D ollars

($42 ,504 .00).

(c) In counties with a population of more than seventy-five thousand (75,000) but not more than one

hundred fifty thousan d (15 0,000), a salary o f Thirty-eigh t Tho usan d Seven H und red N ine D ollars

($38 ,709 .00).

(d) In counties w ith a pop ulation o f more than forty-nine thousand (49,000) but not more than

seventy-five thousand (75,000), a salary of Thirty-three Thousand Th ree  Hun dred N ine ty-s ix

Dollars ($33 ,396 .00).

(e) In counties with a population of more than thirty-four thousand (34,000) but not more than

forty-nine thousand (4 9,000 ), a sa lary  of T wenty-e igh t Th ou san d E igh t Hun dred F orty -two

Dollars ($28 ,842 .00).

(f) In counties with a population of more than twenty-four thousand five hundred (24,500) but not

m ore than thirty-four thousand (34,000), a salary of Twenty-seven Thousand Three Hu ndred

Tw enty-fo ur D ollars ($27 ,324 .00).

(g) In coun ties w ith a  popu lat ion of more than twenty-one thousand (21,000) but not more than

twenty-four thousand five hundred (24,500), a  salary of Twenty-four Thousand Tw o Hund red

Eigh ty-eight D ollars ($24 ,288 .00).

(h) In counties with a population of more than sixteen thousand five hundred (16,500) but not m ore

than tw en ty-o ne  thousand (2 1,000 ), a salary of T wenty-o ne  Th ou san d T wo H un dred F ifty-tw o

Dollars ($21 ,252 .00).

(i) In counties with a population of more than twelve thousand (12,000)  but not more than sixteen

thousand five hundred (16,500), a salary of Eighteen Thousand Tw o H und red S ixteen D ollars

($18 ,216 .00).

(j) In coun ties w ith a  popu lation  of m ore  than e igh t thousand (8 ,000) b ut not more than twelve

thousand  (12,00 0), a salary o f Fifteen T hou sand  Do llars ($15,000.00).

(k) In cou nties w ith a pop ulation o f eight thousan d (8,00 0) or less, a salary  of Twelve Thousand

Dollars ($12,000.00).  The board of supervisors of any county hav ing  two (2 ) jud icial d istricts

and two (2) justice court judges for the county shall  pay the justice court judges an amoun t equal

to that herein above provided for judges in the next higher popu lation  cate go ry p er year, if said

justice court  judges maintain regular office hours and are personally present in the office they

m ain tain  for at least thirty (30) hours per week.  In  any county having a population greater than

eight thousand (8,000) but less than eight thousand five hundred (8,500) according to the 1990

federal decennial census and in which U.S. Highway 61 and Mississippi Highway 4 intersect,  the

boa rd of supervisors may, in its discretion, pay such justice court judges an additional amount not

to exceed the sum  of Elev en T hou sand  Five  Hu ndred F ifty Do llars ($11,550.00) pe r year,  payable

beginning April 1, 1997. In any county having a population greater than ten thousand (10,000)

but less than ten thousand five hundred (10,500) according to the 1990 federal decennial census

and in w hich M ississ ippi Highway 3 and Mississippi Highway 6 intersect,  the board of

supervisors  m ay , in its d iscre tion, p ay  suc h justice  court judg es an add itional am ou nt not to

exceed One Thousand Four H undred Fifty Dollars ($1,450.00) per year, payab le beg inn ing  April

1 , 1997.  In any county having a population greater than twenty-four thousand seven hundre d

(24,700) and less than tw en ty-fo ur th ousan d n ine  hund red  (24 ,900), accord ing  to the 1990 federal

census, wherein  M ississ ipp i Highways 15 and 16 intersect, the board of supervisors shall pay

such justice court judge an additional amount equal to Two Tho usan d F ive H und red D ollars

($2,500.00) pe r year.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this section, in the event that the num ber of justice

cou rt judges authorized pursuant to Section 9-11-2(1) is excee ded  pursu ant to the p rovision s of Se ction 9 -11-2 (4),

the aggrega te of the  sala ries p aid  to the justice  court judg es o f such  a co un ty shall  not exceed the amount sufficient

to pay the number of justice court judges authorized pursuant to Section 9-11-2(1) and such amount shall  be



equa lly  divided am ong those justice court judges continuing to hold office under the provisions of Section

9-11 -2(4).

(3) From   and after Janua ry 1, 1984, all fees, costs, fines and penalties charged and collected in the justice

cou rt shall be paid to the clerk of the justice court for deposit, along with mo nies from cash bonds and other

mon ies which have been fo rfeited in criminal cases, into the general fund of the county as provided in Section

9-11-19; and the clerk of the  board  of sup erv isors shall be au thorized  and  em pow ered, upon  app rova l by the b oard

of supervisors, to make disbursements and withdrawals from the general fund of the county in order to pay any

reasonable  and necessary  expenses in curred  in com ply ing  with th is section, including payment of the salaries of

justice court judges as provided by subsection  (1) o f this sec tion .  Th e prov ision s of  this sub sec tion  sha ll no t,

except as to cash bonds and other mon ies which have been forfeited in criminal cases, apply to mo nies required

to be  depo sited  in the justice  court c lerk clearing account as provided in Section 9-11-18, Mississippi Code of

1972.

(4) The salaries provided for in subsection (1) of this section shall be payable monthly by warrant drawn

by the clerk of the board of supervisors on the general fund of the county; however,  the board of supervisors,  by

resolution duly adopted and entered on its minutes, may provide that suc h sa laries shall be paid  semimonthly on

the first an d fifteen th day  of each m on th.  If a  pay date  falls on a w eekend  or legal holiday , salary paym ents shall

be made on the workday imm ediately preceding the weekend or legal holiday.

(5) Provided, that the salary of any justice court judge shall  not be reduced during his term of office as

a result of a popu lation ch ange  following a fed eral decenn ial census.

(6) A ny  justice co urt judg e w ho  is un ab le to  attend and hold court by reason of being under suspension

by the Com mission on  Judicial Performance or the Mississippi Supreme Court shall not receive a salary while

under such suspension.  1981, 471; 1982, 423; 1983, 2nd Ex Sess. ch. 7,  Sec. 2; 1984, 502; 1985, 365; 1988, 502;

1991, 594;  1992, 476; 1993, 550; 1997, 570; 1998, 459.

Cro ss references--

As to appointment of justice court clerk, see §9-11-27.

25-3-41.  Traveling expenses of state officers and employees. 

(1)  W hen any officer or employee of the state of Mississippi, or any department, agency or institution

thereo f, or of any county or municipal ity  or of any  agency , board  or com m ission thereof, a fter firs t be ing  du ly

authorized, is required to travel in the performance of his o fficia l du ties, the o ffice r or em ployee sh all receive as

expenses of such travel the sum  of tw en ty cen ts pe r m ile for each  m ile ac tua lly and  necessarily traveled when the

travel is do ne  by  priv ately  ow ned autom ob ile or oth er p riva tely  owned  motor vehicle,  the mileage reimbursement

rate  allowable to  federa l em ployees fo r the  use  of a  priv ately  ow ned veh icle w hile  on  offic ial trav el.

(2) W hen any officer or employee of any county or municipality, or of any agency, board or

comm ission thereof, after first being duly autho rized, is required to travel in the performa nce of h is official duties,

the officer o r em ployee sha ll rece ive  as exp enses  Tw enty C en ts (20¢ ) for  eac h m ile ac tua lly and  necessarily

traveled, when the travel is done by a privately owned m otor vehicle; provided, however, that the governing

authorities of a county or municipality may, in their discretion, authorize an increase in the mileage reimbursement

of officers an d em ployees o f the  coun ty o r m un icipality, o r of any  agency , board  or com m ission thereof, in  an

amount not to exceed the mileage reimbu rsement rate authorized for officers  and employees of the State of

M ississippi in subsection (1) of this section.

(3) W here  two (2) or more officers or em ployees trave l in one (1 ) priv ately  ow ned m oto r vehic le only

on e (1 ) travel ex pense allo wance at the  au tho rized ra te per m ile shall  be allowed for any one (1) trip.  W hen the

travel is done by m eans of a public carrier or other means not involving a privately owned motor vehicle,  then the

offic er o r em ployee shall rec eive as  travel ex pense the ac tua l fare  or o ther expenses incurred  in su ch  travel.

(4) In add ition to the foreg oing , pub lic officer or  employee shall be reimbursed for other actual

expenses such as meals, lodging and other actual expenses such as meals, lodging and other necessary expenses

incurred in the course of the travel, subject to  limitations placed on meals for intrastate and interstate official travel

by the Department of Finance and Adm inistration, provided, that the Legislative Budget Office shall place any

limitations for expenditures made on matters under the jurisdiction of the Legislature.  The Department of Finance

and Adm inistra tion  sha ll set a  m aximum  da ily exp enditu re ann ua lly for such meals and shall notify officers and

employees of changes to these allowances immediately upon approval of the changes.  Travel by airline shall  be

at the tourist rate unless that space w as unav ailable.  The  officer or emp loyee sha ll certify that tourist



accommodations were  no t availab le if travel is performed in first-class airline accommodations.  All officers and

employees shall execute a tax exemption certificate on all airline, rail,  and bus travel tickets p urchased .  Itemized

expense ac coun ts shall be  sub m itted b y those office rs or em ployees in  suc h num ber as th e departm ent, agency,

or institution m ay require, but in any case one copy shall be furnished by state departments, agencies or institutions

to the D ep artm ent of Finance and Administration for preaudit or postaudit.  The Department of Finance and

Adm inistration shall  promulgate and adopt reasonable rules and regulations which it deems necessary and  requisite

to effectuate economies for a ll expenses authorized  and paid  pu rsuan t to th is section.  Requisitions shall  be made

on the  Sta te F isca l O fficer who shall  issue his warrant on the State Treasurer.   Provided, however, that the

provisions of this section shall not include agencies financed ent ire ly  by federal funds and audited by federal

auditors.

(5) Any  officer or employee of a county or municipality or any department,  board or comm ission

thereo f, who is required to travel in the performance of his official duties, may receive fund s be fore  the  travel, in

the discretion of the administrative head of the county or municipal department, board or comm ission involved,

for the purpose of paying necessary expenses incurred during the travel.   Upon return from  the travel, the officer

or employee shall provide receipts of transportation, lodging, meals, fees and any other expenses incurred during

the travel.  Any portion of the funds advanced which is not expended during the travel sh all be returned by the

officer or employee.  The Department of Audit shall adopt rules and regulations regarding advance payment of

travel expenses and submission of receipts to ensure proper control and strict accou ntability  for th ose paym ents

and ex penses.

(6) No state or federal funds received from any source by any arm or agency of the state shall  be

expended in traveling outside of the continental l imits of the United States,  until the governing body or head of

the agency makes a finding and determination that the travel would be extremely beneficial to the state agency and

obtains a w ritten co ncu rrence  thereof by the Governor or his designee and the Department of Finance and

Adm inistration.

(7) W here  any  officer or em ployee of the  State of M ississippi, or any department, agency or

institution thereof, or of any county or municipality, or of any agency, board or comm ission thereof, is authorized

to receive travel reimbursement under any other pro vis ion of law, the reimbursement may be paid under the

provisions of this section or the other section, but not under both.

(8) W hen the Governor or Lieutenant Governor appoints a person to a board, comm ission or other

position that requires confirmation by the Senate, the person may receive reimbursement for mileage and other

actual expenses incurred in the performance of official duties before the appointment is confirmed by  the Senate,

as reimbursement for those expenses is authorized under this section.

(9) (a) The Department of Finance and Adm inistration m ay contract with one or more com mercial

travel agen cies, after receiving  com petitive bids o r proposals there for, for that travel agency or agencies to provide

necessary  travel services for state officers and employees. M un icipal an d cou nty  officers a nd  m un icipal an d cou nty

employees m ay  also  participate in  the  state  travel ag ency  contract an d u tilize these travel services for official

mun icipal or county travel.  However, the administrative head of each state institution of higher learning m ay , in

his  discretion, contract with a comm ercial travel agency to provide necessa ry trave l serv ices  for a ll academ ic

officials and staff of the university in lieu of participation in the state travel agency contract.  Any such decision

by a university to contract with a separate travel agency shall be approved by the Board of Trustees of  Sta te

Institutions of Higher Learning and the Executive Director of the Department of Finance and Administration.

(b) Before executing a contract with one or more travel agencies, the Department of Finance and

Adm inistration sha ll advertise fo r com petitive bids o r proposals once a week for two consecutive weeks in a

regular newspaper having a genera l circu lation  thro ug ho ut the S tate of Mississippi.  If the department determines

that it shou ld not contract w ith any of the bidde rs initially subm itting prop osals, the department m ay reject all those

bids, advertise a s prov ided in  this paragraph and receive new  propo sals before execu ting the contract or contracts.

The contract or contracts may  be for a period not greater than three (3) years, with an option for the travel agency

or agencies to renew the contract or contracts on a one-year basis on the same terms as the original contract or

contracts, for a maximum of  two (2) renewals. After the travel agency or agencies have renewed the contract twice

or have declined to renew the contract for the maximum  number of times, the Department of Finance and

Adm inistration shall advertise for bids in the manner required by this paragraph and execute a new contract or

contracts.  

(c) W henever any state officer or employee travels in the performance of his official duties by

airline or o ther pu blic  car rier, he m ay  have  his trave l arrang em ents handled by that travel agency or agencies. The

amou nt paid for airline transportation for any state officer or employee, whether the travel was arranged by that



travel agency or agencies or was arranged otherwise, shall not exceed the amou nt specified in the state contract

established by the  De partm ent of F inanc e and  Ad m inistration, Office o f Purchasing an d Travel, un less prior

approval is obtained from the office.  1978, 487; 1980, 502; 1984, 488; 19 85 , SB  27 18 ; 1986, 500; 1990, 320;

1994, 612; 1998, 571; 2000, 581; 2001, 440; 2002, 630.

25-3-57. Deduction for absence from court.
In case any judge of the Supreme Court or the Court of A ppe als or of a c ircuit court or ch ancery co urt

shall fail  to attend at any term of court which either of them is required by law to hold,  or in case the

Attorney Ge neral o r any  district attorney sha ll fai l to  attend at any court which he is required to attend

officially, it shall be the duty of the clerk of such court to certify the num ber of days such judge,

chancellor,  Attorney General,  or district attorney was absent at  each term of the  court to  the Auditor of

Public Accounts,  who shall  deduct twice the number of days so certified from the time for which the

salary of such o fficer may be estimated, unless such officer shall make oath, and file the same in the

Aud itor's office, that  his absence was occasioned by sickness of himself or h is fam ily, o r tha t his

attendance was prevented by high  w ater , the prevalence of an epidemic or contagious disease, or by

accident not within his control.   1993, 518, effective from and after July 13, 1993.

CHAPTER 4.  ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT

25-4-105. Certain actions, activities and business relationships prohibited or authorized;
contracts in violation of section voidable.

(1) No public  servan t shall use h is official position to obtain pecuniary  benefit for himself other than

that compensation provided for by law, or to obtain pecuniary benefit for any relative or any business with which

he is associated.

(2) No public servant shall be interested, directly or indirectly, during the term for which he shall have

been chosen, or within one (1) year after the expiration of such term, in any contract with the sta te, or any d istrict,

county, city or town thereof, authorized by any law passed or order made by any board of which he may be or may

hav e bee n a m em ber.

(3) No pub lic se rvant sh all:

(a) Be a contractor, subcontractor or v endo r w ith the governm ental entity of w hich he is a

m em ber, other than  in h is contract of em ploym ent, or have a m aterial financial interest

in any business w hich is  a  contractor, subcontractor or vendor with the governmental

en tity of which he is a  m em ber, offic er, em ployee, or agen t.

(b) Be a purchaser, direct or indirect, at any sale made by him in his official capacity or by

the governmental entity of which he is an officer or employee, except in respect of the

sale  of goods or services when provided as public utilities or offered to the general

public on a uniform price schedule.

(c) Be a purchaser,  direct or indirect,  of any claim, certificate,  warrant or other security

issued by or to be paid out of the treasury of the governmental entity of which he is an

officer or employee.

(d) Perfo rm any se rvice fo r any com pensation durin g h is term of office or employment by

which he attempts to influence a decision of the authority of the governmental entity of

which h e is a m em ber.

(e) Perfo rm any service for any compensation for any person or business after termination

of his office or employment in relation to any case, decision, proceeding or application

with respect to which he was directly concerned or in which he personally participated

du ring  the  period  of h is service o r em ploym ent.

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (3) of this sec tion , a pub lic se rvant o r his  relative:

(a) M ay be an officer or stockholder of banks or savings and loan associations or other such

financial institutions bidding for bonds, notes or other evidences of debt or for the

privilege of keeping as depositories the public funds of a governmental entity thereof

or the editor or employee o f any ne wsp aper in w hich legal notices are required to be

pub lished in respect to the publication of said legal notices.



(b) M ay be a contractor or vendor with any authority of the governmental entity other than

the authority of the governmental entity of which he is a mem ber, officer, employee, or

agent or have a material financial interest in a business which is a contractor or vendor

with any authority of the governmental entity other than the authority of the

governmental entity of which he is a mem ber, officer, employee, or agent where such

contract is let  to the lowest and best bidder after competitive bidding and three (3) or

m ore legitimate bids are received or where the goods, services or prop erty invo lved a re

reasonably  availab le from  two (2 ) or fe wer com m erc ial  sources, provided such

transactions com ply w ith the pu blic purchase law s.

(c) M ay be a subcontractor with any authority of the governmental entity other than the

au thority  of the governmental entity of which he is a member, officer, employee, or

agent or have a m ater ial financial in terest in a  busine ss w hich is a  sub contractor w ith

any au tho rity o f the  governm ental en tity  other than the authority of the governmental

en tity of which he is a mem ber, officer, employee, or agent where the primary contract

is let  to the lowest and best bidder after competitive bidding or where such goods or

services involved  are  reasonably  available from two (2) or fewer com m ercial sources,

provided  such transactions co m ply w ith the pu blic purchases law s.

(d) M ay be a contrac tor, subcontrac tor or ven do r w ith any authority of the governmental

en tity of which he is a mem ber, officer, employee, or agent or have a material financial

interest in a business which is a contractor, subcontractor or vendor with any authority

of the governmental entity of which he is an officer or em ployee: (i) where such goods

or services involved are reasonably available from  two (2) or few er com m ercial sources,

provided such transactions comply with the public purchases laws; or (ii) where the

contractual relationship involves the further research, development, testing, promotion

or m erchand ising  of an in tellec tua l pro perty c rea ted  by  the  public  serv an t.

(e) M ay purchase securities issued by the governmental entity of which he is an officer or

employee if such securities are offered to the general public and are purchased at the

same price as such securities are offered to the general public.

(f) M ay have a n interest less tha n a  m ater ial financ ial interest in a business wh ich is a

contractor, subcontractor or vendor with any governmental entity.

(g) M ay contract with the M ississippi Veteran's Home Purchase Board, Mississippi Housing

Finance Corporation, or any other state loan program, for the purpose of securing a loan;

ho wever, pub lic se rvants sha ll no t receive favo red  trea tment.

(h) M ay be employed by or receive com pensation from an authority of the governmental

en tity other than  the  au tho rity o f the  governm ental en tity of w hich the pub lic serv an t is

an officer or employee.

(i) If a mem ber of the Legislature or other pub lic se rvant em ployed  on less than  a fu ll-time

basis, may represent a person or organization for compensation before an authority of

the government entity other than an authority of the governm ental en tity of which he is

an officer or employee.

(j) If a constable,  may be employed and receive compensation as a deputy sheriff or other

employee of the county for which he serves as constable.

(5) No person may intentionally use or disclose information gained in the course of or by reason of

his  official position or employment as a public servant in any way that could result in pecuniary benefit  for

him self, any re lative , or any  other perso n, if the inform ation has not been com m un icate d to  the  public  or  is  not

public information.

(6) Any  contract m ade in  vio lation  of th is section may be declared void by the governing body of

the contracting or selling authority of the governmental subdivision or a court of competent jurisdiction and the

contractor or subcontractor shall retain or  receive only the reasonable value, with no increment for profit or

comm ission, or the property or the services furnished prior to the date of receiving notice that the contract has been

voided.

(7) Any  person vio lating the p rovision s of this section shall  be punished as provided in Sections 25-4-

109 and 25-4-111.  1992, 530; 1994, 586; 1998, 490; 2000, 578.

Cro ss references--



Pu blic  officials and  their partners  and associates prohibited from deriving profit from issuance of bonds

   or disposition of property under provisions governing construction and impro vem ent of pub lic facilities,

   see §29-17-31.

Public officials not to derive income from issuance of bonds by M ississippi Hom e Corporation, see 

   §43-33-763.

Prohibition against public official deriving income from issuance of bonds under Mississippi Major

   Economic Impact Act, see §57-75-25.

Application of this section to the Mississippi Gaming Comm ission, see §75-76-9.

25-4-107 through 25-4-119.  Conflict of interest; improper use of office; penalties.   1983, 469;

1988, 2853; 1990, 573.

CHAPTER 7.  FEES

25-7-3. Clerk of the supreme court.  The C lerk of the Sup reme Co urt shall charge the following fees:

(a) General docket fee, for fi ling the record on

appe al in a civil or criminal case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100.00

(b) M iscellaneous docket fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00

(c) Confidential miscellaneous docket fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00

(d) Ad m ission of new  attorneys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.00

(e) Act of Con gre ss certificate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00

(f) Certificate o f adm ission replacem ent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.00

(g) Certificate of good standing replacement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00

(h) Attest stamp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.50

(i) Order from M inute Book . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00

(j) Regular copying (per page) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50

(k) Copying from bound vo lumes or records (per page) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.00

(l) Cop y o f m anda te . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00

(m) M inimum  copy charge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00

(n) Notary fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.50

(o) Decision list charge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00

(p) Hand ling charge a nd re trieval and  delivery

charges on completed Supreme Court records

(to b e re tained  ou t of deposit)

  On-site retrieval . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00

  Off-site retrieval . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.00

(q) Forfeited deposits on com pleted Supreme

Court records . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00

(r) Petit ion for rehearing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00

Sa id general docket fee shall be collected from the appellant by the clerk of the lower court and forwarded to the

Clerk  of the  Supreme Court.  Provided, however, tha t the  Clerk of the Supreme Court shall  collect the actual cost for

binding each volume of the record, which shall be paid in advance by appellant, the actual cost for postage, and  for eve ry

other serv ice, th e sam e fees a s are  allowed  the  clerks  of the circu it courts  for s im ilar se rvices.  A ll fees  sha ll be  pa id in the

form  of cash, cashier 's check, or money  order or by a check on the account of the attorney for the appellant payable to the

Clerk  of the Sup rem e C ou rt.  All fees authorized to be assessed and collected by the Clerk of the Supreme Court shall  be

deposited into the State General Fund.  1989, 336; 1993, 386.

25-7-7.  Fees of clerk of supreme court from counties.   In state failed cases and the  defendant app eals

on pauper oath to the supreme court and the costs cannot be made out of his estate, the clerk of the supreme court  may

recover his fees on  ap pro va l of the attorney general and allowance of the supreme court,  to be paid by the board of

supervisors of the county from w hich appeal was taken.  1942, 3931.



25-7-9.  Clerks of the chancery court.  

(1) The clerk o f the chance ry courts shall charge the follow ing fees:

(a) For the act of certifying copies of filed

   documents,  for each complete document . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.00

(b) Record ing  deeds, w ills, leases, am endm ents

   subordina tions, liens, releases, cance llations,

   orders, decrees, oaths, etc. , including indexing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00

Sectional index entries per section or subdivision . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00

(c) Rec ording d eeds of trust . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00

Sectional index entries per section or subdivision . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00

(d) Recording oil and gas leases,  including indexing

   in general indices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.00

Sectional index entries per section or subdivision . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00

Record ing  oil an d gas cancellation s, assign m ents, etc .,

   including indexing in general indices: first page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00

Each  additional pages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.00

Abstracting each section or subdivision . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00

Section index entries per section or subdivision . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00

(e) Fu rnishing cop ies o f any papers o f record  or o n file

   and entering marginal notations on documents of record:

If performed by the clerk or his employee, per page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50

If performed by any other person, per page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25

(f) For eac h day 's attenda nce on  the board o f supervisors,

   for himself and one (1) deputy, each . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.00

(g) For other services as clerk of the board of supervisors an

   allowance shall be made to him (payable semiannually at the

   July and January meetings) out of the county treasury, an

   an annual sum not exceeding . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,500.00

(h) For each day's attendance on the chancery court, to be approved

   by the chancellor:  For the first chancellor sit ting only,

   clerk and two (2) deputies, each . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.00

Fo r the  secon d chancellor sitting , clerk  on ly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.00

Provided that the fees herein prescribed shall be the total

   rem un era tion  for th e cle rk and  his d eputies for atten ding chancery  court.

(i) On order of the court, clerks and not more than two (2) deputies

   may be allowed five (5) extra days for each term of court for

   attendance u pon  the court to get up reco rds.

(j) Fo r pub lic service no t otherw ise spec ifically provided for,

   the c hancery  court m ay  by  ord er a llow  the  clerk to  be  pa id

   by the county on the order of the board of supervisors, an

   annual sum not exceeding . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,000.00

The chancery clerk shall i temize on the original document a detailed fee bill of all  charges due or paid for filing,

recording and abstracting same.  No person shall  be required to  pay su ch  fees un til sam e have been so  item ized , bu t said

fees may be demanded before the document is recorded.

(2) In accordance with Uniform Chancery Court Rule 9.01 as approved by Order of the M ississippi Supreme

Cou rt, the following fees shall be a total fee for all  services performed by the clerk w ith respect to a c om pla int w hich sh all

be payable  upon  filing  and sh all accrue to  the  chancery c lerk  at the  time of filing .  Th e cle rk o r his  suc cesso r in o ffice  sha ll

pe rform  all du ties se t forth  without add itional co m pensation o r fee  to w it:

(a) Divorce to be contested  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $75.00

(b) Divorce uncontested . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.00

(c) Altera tion  of b irth o r m arriage  cer tificate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   25.00

(d) Removal of minority . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00

(e) Guardianship or conservatorship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75.00

(f) Es tate o f deceased perso n, in testa te . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75.00



(g) Estate of deceased person, testate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75.00

(h) Adoption . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75.00

(i) Land dispute . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75.00

(j) Injunction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   75.00

(k) Se ttlem ent of sm all cla im  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   . . . . . . . . 30.00

(l) Co ntem pt in child su ppo rt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75.00

(m) Pa rtition  suit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75.00

(n) Any cross-complaint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00

Co st of p rocess  sha ll be  bo rne  by  the  issu ing  party.  A dd itionally , sho uld  the attorney or person fil ing the pleadings

desire  the clerk to pay the cost to the sheriff for serving process on one person or more, or to pay the cost of publication,

the clerk shall demand the actual charges therefor, at the time of fil ing.  1981, 497; 1993, 481.

Cro ss references--

As to chancery clerk's fee for examining records for names of lienors, see §27-43-11.

As to chancery clerk's fees for collection of delinquent taxes, see §25-7-21.

25-7-10.  Additional allowance for chancery court clerks in certain counties.
In coun ties hav ing  two (2 ) jud icial d istricts and having a regularly appointed deputy chancery court clerk, the

chance ry court clerk may be allowed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) per month. This amoun t may be  allowed  and paid

m on thly  to the chancery court clerk by the board of supervisors of each county affected by this section out of the general

fund of the county and may be in addition to all  other allowances provided by law.  1998, 583.

25-7-13.  Fees of clerk of the circuit court.
(1) The  clerks of the circuit court shall charge the fo llowing fees:

(a) Docketing, fi ling, marking and registering each complain,

pe tition  and indic tment.......................................................... . . . . . . . 75.00

The fee set forth in this paragraph shall be the total fee for all the services perfo rmed b y the c lerk

up to and including entry of judgement with respect to each complain , pe tition  or indic tment,

including all answers, claims, orders, continuances and other papers filed therein, issuing each

writ, summ ons, subpoena or other such instruments,  swearing witnesses, taking and recording

judgem ents, order, fiats and ce rtificates; the  fee  sha ll be  payable  upon  filing  and sh all acc rue  to

the clerk a t the  time of co llectio n. T he  clerk o r his  suc cesso r in office shall perform all duties set

forth above without additional compensation or fee.

(b) Docketing and fil ing each writ  of garnishment, writ of

execution and  judgm ent debto r ac tions an d issuing a ll

process, fil ing and recording orders or other papers and

sw earing  witnesses............................................................... . . . . . . . . 30.00

(2) Except as  provided in subsection (1) of this section, the clerks of the circuit  court shall  charge the

following fees:

(a) Filing and marking each order or other paper and

   recording and indexing same . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . $2.00

(b) Issuing each writ , summ ons, subpoena, citation,

   cap ias, and  other su ch  instru m ents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.00

(c) Adm inistering an oath and taking bond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.00

(d) Certifying copies of filed docu m ents,

   for each com ple te docum ent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.00

(e) Rec ording, orders, fiats, licenses, certificates,

   oaths and  bonds:

First page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.00

Each additional page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.00

(f) Fu rnishing cop ies o f any papers o f record  or o n file

   and entering marginal notations on documents of record:

If performed by the clerk or his employee, per page  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00

If performed by any other person, per page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25



(g) Judgment roll entry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5.00

(h) Taxing cost and certificate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.00

(i) For taking and recording application for marriage

       licen se, fo r filing  and recordin g con sen t of parents

       when required by law, for filing and recording medical

       certificate, filing and recording proof of age,

       recording and issuing license, recording and fil ing

   returns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20.00

The clerk shall  deposit  fourteen dollars ($14.00) of eac h fee co llected fo r a m arriage  licen se in

the victims of dom estic violence fund established in S ection 1 of this act, on a m onthly ba sis.

(j) For certified copy of marriage license and search of

       record, the same fee charged by the Bureau of Vital

       Statistics of the State Board of Health.

(k) For public service not particularly provided for,  the

       circuit  court may allow the clerk, per annum, to be

       pa id by the co un ty on p rese nta tion  of the circu it

   court's order,  the following amount . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000.00

(Prov ided, how ever, that in  the  coun ties hav ing  two

   judicial districts,  such above allowance shall be

   made fo r each  jud icial d istrict.)

(l) Fo r dra wing  juro rs an d issuing ven ire, to  be  pa id

   by the county . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00

(m) For each  day 's attendan ce up on the circuit cou rt

   term, for himself and necessary deputies allowed by

   the court,  each to be paid by the county . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.00

(n) Summ ons, each juror to be paid by the county upon the

   allow ance of the co urt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00

(o) For issuing each grand jury subpoena, to be paid by

   the county on allowance by the court, not to exceed

   twen ty-five do llars in any o ne term  of court . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.00

(3) On order of the cou rt, clerks and  dep uties m ay b e allow ed five  extra da ys for attendan ce up on the cou rt

to get up reco rds.

(4) The clerk's fees in state ca ses w here the state fails in the prosec utio n, or in cases of felony where the

defendant is convicted and the cost cannot be m ade  out of h is estate, in an am oun t not to exceed  four hund red dollars

($400.00) in one year,  shall be paid out of the  coun ty treasury on approval of the circuit  court,  and the allowance thereof

by the board of supervisors of the county.  In counties having two judicial districts, such allowance shall be made in each

judicial district;  however,  the maximum  thereof shall  not exceed eight hundred dollars ($800.00).   Clerks in  the circuit

court,  in cases where appeals are taken in criminal cases and no appeal bond is filed, shall  be allowed by the board of

supervisors  of the  coun ty after app rov al of the ir accoun ts by  the  circuit court, in addition to the above fees, for making such

transcript the rate of two dollars ($2.00) per page.

(5) The clerk of the circuit  court may retain as his commission on all mon ey coming into his hands, by law

or order of the court, a sum to be  fixed by the co urt not exceed ing one -half of one perce nt on all such sum s.

(6) For making final records required by law and furnishing transcripts of records, the circuit clerk shall

charge two dollars ($2.00) per page.  The same fees shall be al low ed to all  officers for making and certifying copies of

record s or  papers w hich they  are  au tho rized to  copy  and certify . 

(7) The circuit  clerk shall  prepare an itemized statement of fees for services performed, cost incurred, or for

furnishing copies of any pa pers o f record  or o n file , and sh all subm it the s tatem ent to the  parties or , if represe nted, to  the ir

attorneys  within  sixty  (60 ) days .  A bill for same shall  accompany the statement.  1978, 361; 1985, SB 2837; 1993, 481,

1995, 537; 1999, 485; 2001, 344.

25-7-14. Prepayment of chancery or circuit court fees by state or political subdivision.
Neither the state,  nor any county, city, town, or village, nor any state board, nor any state,  county, city, town, or

village officer, in his official character,  may be required to prepay the cost of fi ling a document or an instrument with, or

obtaining a copy of any filed document or in strum ent ob tained  from , the  office o f the  chancery o r circuit c lerk .  If the cost



for fil ing a document or an instrument or obtaining a copy of a document or instrument is not paid at the time of fil ing or

obtain ing a copy  of the docu m ent or instrum ent, then  the clerk  shall furnish an itemized statement and payment shall  be

pa id in the  sam e m anner as o ther cla ims are paid by  the governing bo dy o r official having au thority to pay claims ag ainst

the governing body.

19 97 , 419. 

Cross References--

Security for costs not required, see Sec. 11-53-13.

25-7-15.  Allowances for deputy circuit court clerks.  
(1) In counties having two (2) judicial districts and having a regularly app oin ted  depu ty c ircu it cou rt clerk

who  shall  serve in the jud icial d istrict o f the  coun ty o ther than the judic ial d istrict o f the  coun ty in  wh ich the c ircuit court

clerk resides, the circuit court clerk shall be allowed O ne Thousand D ollars ($1,000.00) per month. This amount shall be

allowed  and paid  m onth ly to the circu it court clerk by the board of supervisors of each county affected by this section out

of the general fund of the county and shall be in addition to all other allowances now  provided by law.

(2) The boards of supervisors of every county shall pay to the circuit  clerk the sum of Sev en H und red D ollars

($700.00) for each session of the grand jury for preparing the grand jury docket, subpoenas, calendar and related services.

(3) The circuit c lerks of  every  coun ty having an assessed valuation in excess of S ixty-five M illion D ollars

($65,000,000.00) at the last federal census and having located therein two (2) municipalit ies with population in excess of

thirty  thousand (30,000) respectively at the last federal census and bordering on the Gu lf of M exico , of every cou nty

bordering on the Gulf of M exico and the State of Alabama, and of counties having a population in excess of one hundred

fifty thousand (150,000) according to the federal census of 1960, and any county with a population in excess of sixty-five

thousand (65,000) at the last federal census of 1970 and having an assessed valuation in excess of One Hundred Twenty-

five M illion Dollars ($125,000,000.00) according to the 1975 assessment,  shall receive a sum of not less than Twelve

Thousand Dollars ($12,000.00) annually for employment of deputies whose duties are devoted substantially to registration

of voters.  The sum shall be payable monthly out of any available funds in the county treasury.  1996, 500.

25-7-19.  Fees for sheriff for payment into county treasury.  

(1)  The  sheriffs of the various coun ties of the S tate of Mississippi shall charge the following fee s:

(a) A un iform  tota l fee  in a ll crim ina l and c ivil

  cases for the service of any  process, sum m ons,

  warrant, writ or other notice as may be 

  required by law or the court, each . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.00

(b) In all  cases where there is more than one (1)

  defendant residing at the same household,

  service on each additional defendant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00

(c) After final judgm ent has been enrolled, notice

  of further p rocee dings invo lving lev y of 

  execution on judgments, and attachment and

  garnishment proceedings, shall be deemed a new

  suit  and the sheriff shall be entitled to the

  following fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00

(d) Taking bon ds  of every k ind  (for  pu rpo ses  of th is

  fee multiple bonds for criminal charges arising

  ou t of a  sing le inciden t or transaction  sha ll

  be considered a single bond) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00

(e) Attendance in habeas corpus proceeding in vacation,

  eminent domain court and comm itment cases . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00

(f) On all money m ade by virtue of any decree, execution

  or attachment, or other process,  the following



  com m issions , to w it:

  On the first $100.00, five percent (5%)

  On the second $100.00, four percent (4%)

  On all sums over $200.00, three percent (3%)

(g) Fo r all service of all process o f every  kind  and  nature

  issued from without the county wherein it is to be

  served, a fee of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00

In civil cases, all  process sent out of the county, where issued to another county for service, shall be accompanied

by a fee o f Tw enty-five  Do llars ($25.00) to pay the sh eriff's fee for his exec ution o f such  process un less the clerk  or justice

shall endo rse o n the process  tha t the  party at wh ose ins tance  it issued  had  filed an affidavit of inab ility to pa y co sts thereof.

All fees sent and unearned, and the whole of i t,  shall be unearned if  the writ  be not legally and properly executed and

returned, and shall be remitted by the sheriff with the writ at his own expense.

(2) The sheriff shall keep a complete account of every fee of every nature, comm ission or charge collected

by him, and shall  fi le an itemized statement thereof m on thly , under oa th, w ith the cle rk o f the  board  of sup erv isors of  his

coun ty wh o shall preserve sam e as a part of the records o f his office, and he shall  make a remittance to the clerk of the

boa rd of supervisor of his county on or b efo re the 15th  of each m on th fo r depo sit into  the  general fund  of the co un ty o f all

said fees, comm issions and charges collected during the preceding month.

(3) Any  she riff w ho  sha ll know ing ly fa il to co llect any  fee  establish ed  by  law  which w as in  fac t co llectib le

by him or having collected the fee shall fail to keep acco unt o f such  fee or fail to dep osit the fee w ith the clerk o f the bo ard

of supe rvisors as p rovided b y sub section (2 ), or such  other person  or office en titled the reto, shall be g uilty of a

misdemeanor in office and, upon conviction therefor, shall  be fined in an amount not to exceed double the amou nt he failed

to collect or pay over,  or imprisoned for not to exceed six months in county jail,  or be punished by both such fine and

imprison m ent.

Th is provision sha ll in no way lessen the sheriff 's  civil l iabili ty on his bond, but shall  be an additional penalty for

misfeasance or nonfeasance in office.  1993, 366.

25-7-21.  Fees of tax collectors--for county treasuries--for publishers and chancery clerks.  

(1) From and after October 1, 1985, there will be no fees for the services  of the tax co llecto r, w ith the

exception of taxes collected for taxing authorities other than the board of supervisors--the fee for this service shall  be 5%

of the  taxes collected  or an am ou nt authorized  by  contract betw een the co un ty and  the  ou tside  taxin g a uth ority.  A tax

collector shall keep a complete account of every such fee collected and shall  fi le an itemized statement thereof monthly,

under oa th, w ith the cle rk o f the  board  of sup erv isors ... who shall preserve same as part of the records of the office.  The

tax collector sh all make a rem ittance to the c lerk of the  boa rd of sup ervisors o n or before  the twentieth of each month for

deposit  into the general fund of the county of all  said fees collected during the preceding month.

(2) For the purposes of the limitations set forth in Section 27-39-321, comm issions for levies set by the boa rd

of supervisors shall  be added to the base collections of the general county fund for the 1984-1985 fiscal year only.

(3) Fees of pu blisher for publ ication -- to the pub lishe rs, payab le by the delinqu en t taxpayer, and to  be

collected and paid over by the tax collectors; or if the land be sold to the state to be paid by the state:

(a) For each separate publication advertising lands for

       sale for taxes, for each separately described subdivision,

       as described and set out in the assessment rolls for

       the c ou nty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.50

(4) Fees o f chance ry clerk for collection o f delinquent taxes:

(a) For abstracting the list  of lands sold for taxes, for each separately described 

section or subdivision . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.00

(b) For filing and recording deed to land sold for taxes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.00

(c) Fo r abstracting  each  deed  in the sec tional index, per section o r 

subdivision . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.00

(d) For recording redemption of each . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.00

(e) Fo r abstracting  each  redem ption in the  section index , per 



section or subdivision . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.00

(f) And, in addition, one percent (1%) on the amount necessary to redeem.

The several officers ' fees shall be collected by the tax collector or

chancery clerk and paid over to those entitled to same.

The seve ral officers' fees sha ll be collected  by the  tax co llector or cha nce ry clerk and paid over to those entitled

to same.  1977, 386; 1985, HB 811; 1995, 468.

Cro ss references--

As to fees of printer for publishing legal notices, generally, see §25-7-65.

25-7-25.  Justice courts.  Costs and fees in the justice co urt sha ll be  charged  as fo llow s an d sh all be paid  in

advance to the clerk of the justice court in accordance with the provisions of Section 9-11-10:

(a) A uniform total fee in all  civil  cases,  whether contested or

       uncontested, which shall include all services in connection

       therewith, except as hereinafter stated, each . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.00

(b) For more than one defendant,  for service of process on each . . . . . . . 5.00

(c) After final judgment has been enrolled, further proceedings

involving levy of execution on judgments, and attachment

and g arnishm ent proceedings. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15.00

(d) For all services in connection with the issuance of a 

       peace bond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00

(e) Fo r celebra ting a m arriage and c ertificate thereof . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00

(f) Co m m ission to take depositions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00

(g) Appeal with proceedings and bond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00

(h) A  clerk's fe e to  be  co llected in  all crim ina l cases in

       wh ich the defend ant is convicted, as follows:

         For all traffic violations other than driving under

         the influence of intoxicating liquor or reckless

         driving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00

         All other criminal cases . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00

(i) In addition to the salary provided for in subsection

   (1) of Section 25-3-36, each justice court judge may 

   receive a fee of no t more than  Tw enty-five Do llars 

   ($25.00) for each marriage ceremony he performs in the 

   courtroom or offices of the justice court at  any time the

   courtro om  or o ffices are  open  to the pub lic.  This

   fee  sha ll be  pa id by the parties to th e m arriage .  

   Each justice court judge m ay receive mon ey or gratuities

   for marriage ceremonies performed outside of and away 

   from  the  courtro om  and the offices of  the  justice co urt, 

   that the parties to the marriage request to have performed

   at any time the courtroom  or offices of the justice 

   court a re c lose d.  T hese m on ies o r gra tuities , in

   an  am ou nt agreed  upon  by  the  parties to  the  m arriage , 

   are not considered fees for the justice court and are 

   not subject to the requirements set forth in the 

   provisions of Section 9-11-10.

 1979, 476; 1982, 423; 1985, SB 2627; 1993, 435; 1994, 576; 1997, 591.

25-7-27.  Constables and marshals. 
M arshals and co nstables shall charge the following fees:

(a) A  un iform  tota l fee  in a ll cases, c ivil an d c rim ina l,

   whether contested or uncontested, which shall include

       all services in connection therewith, except as



       hereinafter stated, each . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.00

       Pro vided , however, that in  all cases  where there  is

       more than one defendant, for service on each

       additiona l defendant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.00

  Provided further, that when a com plaining party has provided

  erroneous information to the clerk of the court relating to the

  service of process o n the defen dant or defen dants and  process

  cann ot be se rved  after diligent search an d inquiry, the uniform

  fee shall be assessed upon subsequent successful service and an

  additional fee shall  be due in the following amount . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .   $15.00

(b) Provided, however, that after final judgm ent has

       been enrolled, further proceedings involving levy of

       execution on judgments, and attachment and

       garnishment proceedings shall be a new suit  for

       which the m arsh al or constab le shall be en titled to

       the following fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00

(c) Fo r conv ey ing  a perso n charged w ith a  crim e to  jail, m ileag e re imbu rsem ent in

  an am oun t not to exceed  the rate estab lished unde r Sec tion 25 -3-41 (2).

To be paid ou t of the county  treasury  on the allowance of the board  of sup erv isors, w hen the sta te

fails in the prosecu tion, or the perso n is conv icted but is not able to pay the co sts.

(d) For othe r service, the sam e fees allowed  sheriffs for similar services.

(e) For serv ice a s a b ailiff in  any cou rt in a  civ il case, to  be paid by the county on allowances of the

cou rt on issuance of a warrant therefor, an amoun t equal to the per diem com pensation provided

 under Section 25-3-69 for each day, or part thereof for which he serves as bailiff when  the court

  is in session.

(f) For serving all warrants and other process,  attending  all trials in  state  cases in  which the sta te

fails  in the prosecution, to be paid out of the county treasury on the allowance of the board of

supervisors  without itemization, subject however to the cond ition  tha t the  m arsh al or constab le

m ust no t have  overcharged in  the collection of fees fo r costs, co ntra ry to  the  pro visio ns  of th is

section, annually not to exceed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000.00

(2) M arshals and constables shall be paid all uncollected fees lev ied  under subsection  (1) o f this sec tion  in

full from  the first procee ds rece ived b y the court  from the guilty party or from any other source of payment in connection

with the case.

(3) In addition to  the  fees au tho rized to  be  pa id to  a co nstab le under sub sec tion  (1) o f this sec tion , a co nstab le

may  receive paym ents for collecting delinquent criminal fines in justice court pursuant to the provisions of Section 19-3-

41(3 ).

 1995, 464, 550; 1998, 541; 1999, 516.

25-7-37.  County surveyors.  Co un ty su rveyo rs sh all ch arge the fo llow ing  fees:  

(a)  For each day's attendance in making a survey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15.00

(b)  For each day spent in the preparation of a plat

        thereof and statement of contents and certificate of survey . . . . . . . . 7.50

(c)  For each day spent in the preparation of additional

        plats with notes of reference and certificate of survey . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00

(d)  For each chain-carrier, for each day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00

(e)  For recording each survey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.00

1950, ch 235.

25-7-43.  Fees for approving bond of county officer.   The president of the board  of supervisors, or other

officer approving the bon d of any o fficer, shall be entitled to a fee of $1.00 for each bond. . ..   All bonds required by law



to be made by (county officers and mem bers of boards of supervisors) shall  be made in a surety company ... and  the

p rem iu m s thereon sh all be paid out of the county treasury . ..  but the fees for the approval of the same shall  be paid by the

officer, as in other bonds.  1926, 296.

25-7-45.  Fees to all officers for administering oaths.   For administering and certifying an oath or

affidavit , to all officers authorized so to do, twenty-five cents.  1942, 3951.

25-7-47.  Witness fees.   Witnesses in the county, circuit and chancery courts shall  receive $1.50 per day and

five cen ts for each m ile for travel (by nearest route) .. . but same shall  be charged only once at each term of court, and no

mileage sha ll be  pa id excep t that for m ileag e trave led  in this state.  W itnesses before justices of the peace shall be allowed

$1 .00  per day and  no  m ore .  W itnesses in all  other cases shall  receive the same compensation as they receive before the

circuit court.   Police officers are not to be allowed witness fees.   1936, 249.

25-7-57.  Witness in criminal cases.   Witnesses in criminal cases shall  be allowed the same compensation

as in civil cases, but the prosecutor shall not be allowed com pensation as a witness, nor shall any person be allowed

compensation as a witness in mo re than one criminal case on the same day. .. .  W itness certificates issued by  the  court sha ll

be paid by the county.  A witness shall  not receive compensation for attendance before the grand jury.  1962, 382.

25-7-59.  Report of witness certificates payable out of county treasury.  Th e circu it clerk  sha ll, with in

30 days after the adjournment of each term of the circuit  court,  make a report to the county auditor of all witness certificates

issued by  him , payable  ou t of the co un ty treasu ry ...  and the co un ty aud itor sh all en ter the sam e upo n the prop er record in

his office.  1942, 3958.

25-7-61.  Jurors.    (1) Fees of jurors shall be payab le as follow s:

(a) Grand jurors and petit jurors in the chancery, county, circuit and special eminent domain courts shall  be

pa id an  am ou nt to  be set by the board of supervisors, not to be less than Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) per

day and not to be greater than F orty  Dollars ($40.00) per day, plus mileage authorized in Section 25-3-41.

In the trial of all cases w here ju rors are in charge of bailiffs and are  not permitted to separate, the sheriff

with the approval of the trial judge may pay for room and board of jurors on pane l for actual tim e of trial.

No grand juror shall receive any compensation except mileage unless he shall have been sworn as

provided by Section 13-5-45; and no petit juror except those jurors called on  special venires shall  receive

any com pensation a uth orized under this subsection except mileage unless he shall have been sworn as

provided by Section 13-5-71.

(b) Jurors  m ak ing inq uisition s o f id iocy , luna cy  or  of  un soun d m ind a nd  jurors o n c oron er 's inquest shall  be

pa id Five Dollars ($5.00) per day plus mileage authorized in Section 25-3-41 by the county treasurer on

order of the boa rd of superv isors on  certificate of the clerk  of the ch ancery court in which such inquisition

is held.

(c) Jurors  in the justice courts shall be paid an amoun t of not less than Ten Dollars ($10.00) per day and not

m ore than Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) per day, to be established by the board of supervisors.  In all criminal

cases in the justice  court w herein  the  pro secution fa ils, the  fees of  juro rs sh all be paid  by  the  coun ty

treasurer on  ord er o f  the  board  of sup erv isors on  cer tificate  of the co un ty attorney in all  counties that have

county attorneys, otherwise by the justice court judge.

(2)  Any juror may return the fees provided as compensation for service as a juror to the coun ty w hich paid

for such p erson's service as a juror.   The fees returned to the county may be earmarked for a particular purpose to be

selected by the juror,  including:

(a) The local public library;

(b) L ocal law  enforc em ent;

(c) The M ississippi Fire Fighters M em orial Burn C enter fund crea ted in Section 7-9 -70, M iss. Code of 1972; or

(d) Any other governmental agency.

1920, 143; 1932, 192; 1936, 248; 1946, 180; 1958, 324; 1962, 383; 1964, 365; 1974, 420; 1975, 367; 1986, 459; 1989, 345;

19 89 , 395; 199 4, 643 ;  1996 , 312. 



25-7-63.  Determination of compensation of jurors.  The a m oun t of co m pensa tion du e to eac h juror--

whether grand, petit or special venire--shall  be determined on the oath of the juror,  allowed in open court, and entered on

the minutes thereof.   The clerk shall issue his certificate .. . which shall be paid by the county treasury upon presentation.

1962, 382.

25-7-65.  Fees of printers and publishers.  Prin ters and  publish ers sha ll be entitled to the follow ing fees:

(a) For publishing in  a newspaper any summons, order, citation, advertisement or notice required by law to be

published in a newspaper,  Twelve Cents (12¢) for each word it  contains for the first insertion, and Ten Cents (10¢) for each

of the words for each subsequent insertion required by law; however, as an alternative, such printers and publishers may

charge su ch  fees pe r line  which a re accep tab le to  the  party placing the publication not to exceed the Twelve Cents (12¢)

and Ten Cents (10¢) per word as set out in this subsection.

W hen fou r (4)  or m ore  num era ls ap pear con secutively  in any  suc h legal publication, four (4) numerals shall be

considered as one (1) word, and if there remains a fractional portion of such unit of four (4) numerals therein such fraction

shall also be  cou nted a s one  (1) w ord.  In  the case of num bers containing less than four (4) num erals which are isolated

from  other num era ls by  word s in such pub licatio n, the sam e sh all be co un ted  as o ne  (1) w ord .  W hen tables or  tabula r

matter are  inc luded , eac h line o f the  stan dard n ew spaper colum n sh all be con sidered as con taining at least six (6) words.

The fees authorized in this paragraph  (a) shall not be chargeab le for any erroneo us pub lication o f a sum m ons,

orde r, citation, advertisement, or notice required by law to be pub lished in  a new spaper, if suc h e rror  is no t attribu tab le to

the person or entity requesting the publication.

(b) For m aking  proo f of publication, m aking  a cop y thereof, and for deposing to the same, either and all,  Three

Dollars ($3.00);  to be paid for both publications and proof on delivery of the proof of publication, but this section sha ll

not apply to the publication of ordinances of municipalit ies, proceedings of the board of supervisors and school boards or

audit reports.   1942, 3961; 1920, 305; 1944, 320; 1948, 428; 1958, 331; 1972, 401; 1983, 520; 1987, 474; 1998, 586.

Cro ss references--

As to fees o f pub lishers for advertising land for taxes, see §25-7 -21(3 ).

25-7-69.  Fees for officers and jurors in ad quod damnum proceedings.   Each juror summ oned and

attending the execution of a writ  ad quod damnum  [as to  the  dam age] fro m  the  board  of sup erv isors shall be en titled to

$2.00, the clerk to $1.00 for the  writ, and the sh eriff to  $3 .00  for sum m on ing  the  jury  and to  $3 .00  for h is attendance upon

the inquest, to be paid by the party petitioning for the writ.   1942, 3963.

25-7-71.  Fees to persons bringing back prisoner on extradition.  Any pa rty, acting un der a  requisition

of the governor or acting without such where the person to be returned has waived extradition in writing, who brings back

to this state and delivers to the sheriff of the county where the offense is alleged to have been committed a person charged

with felony, shall receive twenty cents a mile for each mile necessarily traveled, to be paid b y the b oard  of supervisors from

the county treasury; but the same shall  not be paid to any party who has received or who claims a reward from the state,

county, or person.  1950, 326.

Cro ss references--

As to expenses of returning felons, generally, see §25-7-73.

25-7-73.  Expenses of returning felon.   The circuit cou rt or the judg e thereof in  vacation  ... may  allow all

necessary  and proper expenses to any person or persons acting upon the requisition of the governor, or without such

requisition when the person to  be  retu rned has w aived  ex trad ition  in writing, who  m ay travel out of this state for the purpo se

of id en tifying o r ass isting  ... in the  retu rn to  this state  of a  person charged w ith a  felony .  Such expenses may be allowed

on ly . ..  upon petit ion of the  distric t attorney.  S uch an o rde r ... sha ll be  presen ted  to the board of supervisors for allowance.

1950, 325.

25-7-89.  Fee for transcript of testimony and exhibits to testimony, or copy of such transcript
and exhibits.  Each court reporter shall receive Two Dollars ($2.00) per page for eac h transcrip t of testim on y and  exhib its

to the testimony, or copy of such transcript and exhibits, which shall be taxed as costs to each party or individual who m ay



ob tain  such  transcript or co py thereof.   The court reporter shall  fi le with the clerk an original and one (1) copy of the

transcrip t, together w ith a ll exhib its to the tes timon y, fo r which cop y no charge  sha ll be  m ade.  199 4, 643 .   

CHAPTER 9. STATEWIDE PERSONNEL SYSTEM

25-9-173.  Prohibition against dismissing or adversely affecting compensation or employment
status of public employee for providing information to investigative body; reprisals and retaliatory
actions; conditions for recovery of damages and other remedies.

(1) No agency shall dismiss or otherw ise adversely affect the compensation or employment status of any

pu blic  employee because the public employee testified or provided information to a state investigative body whether or

not the testimony or information is provided under oath.

(2) Any  person w ho  is a w histleblower, as de fined in  Section 25 -9-171, and who as a result  of being a

whistleblower has be en  sub jecte d to  work place  rep risal o r reta liatory action, is entitled  to the rem edies provided under

Section 25-9-175. For the purpose of this section, “reprisal or retaliatory action” means, but is not limited to:

(a) Unw arranted and unsubstantiated letters of repriman d or un satisfactory perform ance ev aluations;

(b) Dem otion;

(c) Reduction in pay;

(d) Denial of promotion;

(e) Suspension;

(f) Dismissal;  and

(g) Denial of em ploym ent.

(3) An employee who has filed a valid whistleblow er comp laint may not recover the damages and other

remedies provided under Section 25-9-175 unless the dismissal or adverse action taken against him was the direct result

of providing information to a state investigative body.

(4) Nothing in th is section p roh ibits a governmental entity from m aking any decision exercising its au tho rity

to term ina te, su spend, o r discip line  an  em ployee w ho  engages in w ork place  rep risal o r reta liatory action aga inst a

whistleblow er.

(5) A governmental entity is not precluded from taking any action in accordance with established personnel

policies against an employee wh o know ingly and intentionally p rov ides false information to a state investigative body.

1991, 454; 1999, 424, effective M arch 18, 1999.

CHAPTER 11.  SOCIAL SECURITY AND PUBLIC EMPLOYEES' RETIREMENT

25-11-11.  Contributions to state retirement system.   Counties where a plan has been approved therefor

for socia l secu rity  an d s tate em ploy ees' ret irement benefits fo r em ployees, sha ll pay in to the co ntribution fu nd  of said

retirement system ...  contributions in the amounts and at the rates specified in the law and in the agreement relating thereto.

1983, 449.

Cro ss references--

As to paym ent of em ployer contributions  to pub lic em ployees' re tirem ent sys tem  for certa in fee paid  public

officers, see §25-11-125.

CHAPTER 14.  GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES' DEFERRED 
COMPENSATION PLAN LAW

25-14-1 through 25-14-15.  Deferred compensation plan for employees.  Th e sta te, or any sta te

agency, coun ty, m un icipality, o r oth er politica l sub div ision  m ay , by  contract, agree  with any  em ployee to  defer, in  who le

or in part, any portion of that employee's incom e and may subsequently purchase a fixed or variable life insurance or

annu ity contract for the purpose of pro tectin g its o bligation to  the deferred compensation program for the employee, from



any life underwriter duly licensed by this state who represents an insurance company licen sed  to con trac t fixed and  variab le

annuities and fixed or variable life insurance b usiness in this state or to purchase  any investmen ts authorized for purch ase

by the Public Employees' Retirement Sy stem  of M ississ ipp i ... or to invest such moneys in a fund or funds maintained by

a corporate trustee; which fund or funds are used as an investment media for retirement, pension or profit sharing plans that

are tax qualified for such purpose. . ..   [The] deferred portion of the employee's co m pe nsation is  exempt from any state,

co un ty or municipal tax until  the deferred compensation is paid to the employee or beneficiary and exempt from levy,

ga rnishm ent, attachment or any  other p rocess  ... whatsoever .. . The adm inistration of the deferred comp ensation program

shall be under the direction of the Public Employees' Retirement System of Mississippi or the appropriate officer designated

by a co un ty, m un icipality, o r oth er p olitical subdivision.  Payroll deductions shall  be made, in each instance, by the

appro pria te payroll officer.  The adm inistrator of a deferred comp ensation program may contract with a private corporation

or institution for providing consolidated billing and other administrative services if  deemed necessary by the adm inistrator.

The Bo ard o f Trustees m ay  levy su ch  charges and  fees on  participan ts' contribution as m ay  reasonably  be  necessary to

provide for the administrative expenses of operating the deferred compensation program, including, but not limited to, the

services of auditors, consultants, m one y m anagers  and third party administrators. . ..   The administrative agency (as set out

he rein  above) is authorized to invest the mon eys held under the provisions of this act. . ..   The deferred comp ensation plan

is in add ition  to any  other re tirem ent, pension , or benefit sy stem s es tab lished here tofo re. ...  Any com pensation deferred

under this p lan  sha ll be  considered  part of an em ployee's com pensation fo r pu rpo ses  of any  other em ployee re tirem ent,

pension, or benefit program.  No deferral of income (hereunder) shall  effect a reduction of any retirement,  pension, or other

benefit program provided by law. .. .  Any sum deferred under [this] program shall  not be included for the purposes of

computation of any taxes withheld on behalf of any employee.  1973, 399; 1991, 513; 1987, 327.

CHAPTER 15.  GROUP INSURANCE FOR PUBLIC EMPLOYEES

25-15-23.  Withdrawals from State Employees Life and Health Insurance Plan prohibited.  No

agency, board, school district,  comm unity/junior college, public l ibrary, university,   institution or au tho rity o f the  state  sha ll

w ithdraw, or authorize an y agency o r ins titution und er its management and control to withdraw, from the State and School

Em ployees Life  and H ealth In surance  Plan estab lished und er T itle 25, Chapter 15, M ississippi Code of 1972.  1992, 568;

1999, 511.

25-15-101 through 25-15-103.  Group insurance for employees of local governments and their
institutions and agencies.   The governing board of any county, mun icipality, mun icipal separate school district, other

school distric t or junio r co llege d istrict, ..., are hereby authorized .. . to negotiate for and secure for all  or specified groups

of em ployees and their depe nden ts ... a policy or policies of group insurance covering the life, (except as hereinafter

prov ided),  salary protection, health, accident and h ospitalization, as well as a group contract or contracts covering hospital

and/or medical and/or surgical services or benefits, . ..  of such of their employees and dependents as m ay desi re such

insurance and other coverage .. .  Any em ployee who desires to reallocate or reduce any part of his or her salary or wages

for a cafeteria fringe benefit  plan .. . shall  authorize, in writing, the deduction from the salary or wages of such employee.

... Any am ount so deducted shall  be transferred into the general or contingent fund of such county or municipality, or the

operating fund of such institution, department, agency or the county or municipality, or the maintenance fund of such

mun icipal separate school district,  .. . and shall  be supplemented by funds from the general fund, maintenance fund, or

operating fund, as the case may be, in an amou nt to be determined by the governing board of such county, . ..  in order to

pay the fu ll costs.  In no instance shall the amou nt of contributions by any governing board, or head of a political

subdivision, . ..  exceed an average of 100% of the cost of all  such group coverage for employees.  Political subdivisions

m ay  elec t to become a  self-insurer with respect to all or any portion of group life, salary protection, health, accident and

hospitalization. . ..   (other provisions are in sections 25-15-101 and 25-15-103).  1982, ex sess, Chapter 17, Section 28;

1982, 362; 1985, HB 1058; 1986, 477; 1991, 566; 1995, 492; 2002, 636.

CHAPTER 31.  DISTRICT ATTORNEYS

25-31-5.  Legal assistants to district attorneys.   [This section sets forth the number of legal assistants that

may  be employed in the various circuit  court districts of the state.]  1982, 492; 1984, 1st ex sess, Ch 7; 1985, HB 271; 1987,

458; 1988, 552;  1993, 597; 1996, 512; 1997, 577; 1999, 501.



25-31-8.  Office operating allowance.  Fro m  and a fter Ju ly 1 , 1979 , in all c ircu it court d istricts in  the  state

existing now or hereafter created, the district attorney sha ll receive from sum s appropriated for such purpose from the

general fun d o r any sp ecial fund  of the sta te of Mississippi, an office operating allowance for the necessary expenses of

operating the office of the district  attorney, including stenographic help, and other items and expenditures necessary and

incident to the investigation of criminal cases,  the general expenses of the office of the district  attorney for preparing and/or

trying felony cases and all other cases requiring the services of the district attorney, the sum of $26,000.00 for eac h d istrict,

and an addition $3,500.00 for each assistant authorized by Section 25-31-5(1) as of January 1, 1996. All expenditures made

from  said o ffice  opera ting  allowances shall be upo n w ritten  requisitio n o f the  du ly e lecte d d istrict a ttorney  to the sta te

aud itor, as otherwise provided by law.  The district  attorney may delegate to the board of sup erv isors of  any cou nty  in h is

district the responsibili ty and authority to employ and set the salary of not more than one (1) employee for the office of such

district attorney, such salary to be p aid as other exp enditures are paid from  the funds p rovided b y this section.  Such

employee sha ll be deemed to be appointed and employed by the board of supervisors and the salary shall not be deemed

to be  a pecun iary b en efit provide d b y the  distr ict  attorne y's  office.  1979, 490; 1981, 522; 1993, 391; 1994, 586; 1996, 493.

Cro ss references--

As to travel and other expenses of criminal investigators, see §25-31-10.

25-31-10.  Criminal investigator.

(1) Any d istrict attorney  m ay ap poin t a full-tim e crim inal inves tigator.

(2) The dis tr ic t a ttorneys of the Third, Fif th , Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh, Twelf th , Fif teenth, Sixteenth,

Se venteen th and Twentieth Circuit Court Districts may appoint one (1) additional full-time criminal

investigator for a total of two (2) full-tim e criminal investigators.

(3) The district attorneys of the  Firs t, Second , Fo urth  and S even th and Nineteenth Circuit Court Districts may

appoint two (2) additional full-time criminal investigators for a total of three (3) full-time criminal

investigators.

(4) No district attorney or assistant district attorney shall  accept any p riva te em ploym ent, civil o r crim ina l,

in any m atter investigated by  such crim inal investigators.

(5) The full  and complete compensation for all  public duties rendered by said criminal investigators shall  be

not  more than Forty-five Thousand Dollars ($45,000.00) per annum, nor more than Thirty-five Thousand

Dollars ($35,000.00) per annum, to be determined at the discretion of the district attorney based upon the

qualifications, ed uc ation and experience of the criminal investigator, plus necessary travel and other

expe nses, to be paid in accordance with Section 25-31-8. How ever, the m aximum  sala ry u nd er th is

subsection for a criminal investigator who has a  law degree may be supplemented by the district attorney

from  other a vailable funds, but not to exceed the maximum  salary for a legal assistant to a district

attorney.

(6) Any  criminal investigator may be designated by the district attorney to attend the Law Enforcement

Officers Training Program set forth in Section 45-6-1  et se q., M ississippi Code of 1972.  The total

expenses associated with attendance by criminal investigators at the La w E nforcem ent Officers  Training

Program shall  be paid out of the funds of the appropriate district attorney.  1974, 536; 1977, 453; 1978,

50 9; 198 1, 522 ; 1988 , 522; 199 3,  550 , 590; 199 4, 616 ; 1996 , 494; 199 7, 303 ; 1999 , 581. 

Cro ss references--

As to exemption of certain attorneys' work products from requirement of public access, see §25-1-102.

25-31-15.  To pass on public accounts.   All accoun ts of a public nature, before they are allowed by the

circuit court,  shall be presented to the district attorney; and his opinion concerning the validity of the same, and whether

the same should be allowed or disallowed, shall be obtained in writing and presented to the court.   1942, 3922.

Cro ss references--

As to duty of clerk of court to deliver list of allowances against county treasury to board of supervisors, see 

§9-7-129.

25-31-17.  To give opinions and prosecute public debtors.   It  shall be the duty of the district attorney,

when  requested by the county depository or the board of supervisors,  or the clerk thereof,  to give his opinion in writing



upon all  cases concerning the revenue or expenses of the  coun ty, and  with the  appro va l of the atto rney genera l to institute

and prosecute .. . all  persons indebted to the state or any county within his district.   1942, 3923.

25-31-23.  Duty as to fines.   The district attorney, at each term of the circuit court .. . shall . ..  see that

executions have been issued  for all fines, penalties, and forfeitures adjudg ed at such term s, and that the same have been

pro perly proceeded on and returned, and what fines, etc.,  have been collected . ..  and shall  deliver the same to the clerk of

the board  of sup erv isors of  the  coun ty.  He shall  proceed against the officers and their sureties for any neglect of duty of

which they may be guilty.   1942, 3925.

Cro ss references--

As to collection of fines and penalties, see §11-7-217.

25-31-31.  Office of criminal records in Harrison County.   1975, 366; 1983, 415; 1992, 404.

25-31-33.  Certain counties to contribute toward salaries of district attorney and legal assistants.
The board of supervisors of any county having a population in excess of two hundred thousand (200,000)

according to the federal decenn ial censu s of 19 70 sh all contribu te a sum  equ al to Four Thousand Five  Hu ndred D ollars

($4,500.00) per year, payable monthly, to supplement the salary of the dist ric t a ttorney of that county, provided that he

serves full time; and shall contribute a sum equal to Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00) per year, payable monthly, per

full-time legal assistant to supplement the salary of each full-time legal assistant to the district  attorney of that county.

The boa rd of superv isors of an y C lass 1 co unty  bord ering o n the G ulf of M exico and having two (2) judicial

distric ts shall  contribute a sum equal to Four Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($4,500.00) per year, payable  m on thly  to

supplement the salary of the district attorney of that county provided that he serves full time; and shall  contribute a sum

equal to Five Th ousand D ollars ($5,000.00) per year, payable monthly, to supplement the salary of each full-time legal

assistant to the district  attorney of that county.  1992, 396.

25-31-35.  District attorneys shall not engage in private practice; exception.

  (1) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (2) of this section, it  shall be unlawful and shall constitute a

high misdemeanor for any district attorney to hold himself out to the general public or otherwise as being engaged in the

priv ate  practice of law, whether or not he anticipates receiving any form of remuneration from his clients or any person

seeking h is ad vice.  A ny  distric t attorney w ho  sha ll be found guilty of violation of this provision shall be removed from

office by the circuit  judge of the county where such violation occurred.

(2) Any  person not serving as a legal assistant to the district  attorney who is appointed by the governor to

serve as district attorney to fill a vacancy occurring in such office until such office shall be filled by a special or regular

election as provided by Sections 23-15-193, 23-15-833 and 23-15-843 shall be allowed to engage in the private practice

of law while holding the office of district  attorney pursuant to such appointment.   1977, 453; 1983, 322; 1992, 396.

25-31-36.  Right of district attorney to conclude civil cases pending at time of taking office;
practice by appointees pending filling of vacancy by election.

(1) Except as otherwise provided herein, no district attorney shall engage in  the pr ivate practice of law .

How ever, district attorneys may continue to practice for a period of t ime, not to exceed six (6) months from the date of

taking office, in any of the courts so far as to enable them to bring to a conclusion civ il cases actually  pend ing  in which

such district  attorneys were employed when they were appointed or elected.

(2) Any  person not serving as a  legal assistan t to the  distric t attorney w ho  is appo inted by the G ov ernor to

serve as district attorney to fill a vacancy occurring in such office until  such office shall  be filled by a special or regular

election as provided by  Sections  23 -15 -19 3, 23-1 5-8 33  and 23-1 5-8 43  sha ll be  allowed  to eng age in  the private practice

of law while holding the office of district  attorney pursuant to such appointment.   1992, 396.

25-31-39.  Abolition of part-time district attorneys and part-time legal assistants; exception.
There shall be n o pa rt-tim e district attorneys o r part-time legal assistants to district attorneys; however, any person not

serving as a legal assistant to the district  attorney who is appointed by the Governor to serve as district  attorney to fill a

vacancy occurring in such office until such office shall  be fil led by a special or regular election as provided by Sections



23-15-193, 23 -15 -83 3 and  23 -15 -84 3 sh all be allo wed  to engage in the private practice of law w hile holding the office of

district attorney pursuant to such appointment.   1992, 396.

CHAPTER 32.  PUBLIC DEFENDERS

25-32-1 through 25-32-19.  Public Defenders .  1979, 509; 1980, 518.

CHAPTER 41.  OPEN MEETINGS

25-41-5. Official meetings of public bodies to be public and open. All official m eetings of  any pub lic

body, un less  otherw ise p rov ided in  this chapte r or in  the  Con stitut ions of the United States of Am erica or the State of

M ississipp i, are declared to be public meetings and shall be open to the public at all  times unless declared an executive

session as provided in section 25-41-7.  1975, 481.

25-41-7. Executive sessions.
(1) Any  public body m ay enter into executive sess ion for the  transaction  of pu blic business;  provided , how ever,

all meetings of any such public body shall comm ence as an open meeting, and an affirmative vote of three-fifths ( 3/5) of

all mem bers present shall  be required to declare an executive session.

(2) The procedure to be followed by  any public body in declaring an executive session shall be as follows:  Any

mem ber sha ll have  the  righ t to requ est b y m otion a  closed  de termination upon the issue of whether or not to declare an

executive session .  Su ch  m otion, by m ajority vote, shall require the meeting to be closed for a preliminary determination

of the necessity for executive session.  No other business shall be transacted until the discussion of the nature of the matter

requiring executive session has been completed and a vote, as required in subsection (1) hereof, has been taken on the issue.

(3) An execu tive  session  sha ll be limited to matters allowed to be exempted from open m eetings by subsection (4)

of this  section.  The reason for  holding suc h an ex ecutive session sha ll be stated in an o pen m eeting, and the reason  so

stated shall  be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.  Nothing in this section shall  be construed to require that any meeting

be clo sed to the pu blic, nor shall any executive sess ion be used to circum ven t or to defea t the purp oses o f this chap ter.

(4) A public body may hold an executive session pursuant to this section for one or m ore of the following  reasons:

(a) Tran saction o f business and discu ssion o f personne l ma tters relating to the job  perform ance, character,

professional competence, or physical or mental health of a person holding a specific position.

(b) Stra tegy se ssions  or n egotia tions w ith respect to prospective litiga tion, litigation or issuance of an

appealab le order when an open meeting would have a detrimental effect on the lit igating position of the

public body.

(c) Transaction of business and discussion regarding the report,  development or course of action regarding

security personn el, plans or devices.

(d) Investigative proceedings by any public body regarding allegations of misconduct or violation of law.

(e) Any body of the Legislature which is meeting on matters within the jurisdiction of such body.

(f) Cases of extraordinary emergency which wou ld pose imm ediate or irrevocable harm or dam age to

persons and/or property within the jurisdiction of such public body.

(g) Transaction of business and discussion regarding the prospective purchase, sale or leasing of lands.

(h) Discussion s betwe en a sch ool boa rd and ind ividual students wh o attend a school w ithin the jurisdiction

of such school board or the  paren ts or  teac hers of such  stud en ts regarding problems of such students or

their parents or teachers.

(i) Transac tion of business and discussion concerning the preparation of tests for admission to practice

in recogn ized professions.

(j) Transaction of business and discussions or negotiations regarding the location, relocation or expansion

of a business or an industry.

(k) Transaction of business and discussions regarding employment or job performance of a person in a

specific position or termination of an employee holding a specific position.  The exemption provided by

this  paragraph includes the right to enter into executive session concerning a line item in a budget which

m ight affect the termination of an employee or employees.  All other budget items shall be considered

in open meetings and final budgetary adoption shall  not be taken in executive session.



(5) The total vote on the question of entering into an executive session shall be recorded and spread upon the

minutes of such public body.

(6) Any  suc h vote  whereby an execu tive  session  is declared  sha ll be  applicab le only  to that particular meeting on

that particular day.  1975, 481; 1981, 456; 1990, 541.

25-41-11. Minutes. M inutes sha ll be  kept o f all m eetings of  a pub lic bod y, w hether  in  open or executive

session, showing the mem bers present and absent;  the date,  t ime and place of the meeting;  an accurate recording of any

final actions taken at such meeting;  and a record, by individual mem ber, of any votes taken;  and any other information

tha t the  public  body  requests be included o r reflected  in the m inu tes.  Th e m inu tes sha ll be  record ed  within  a reaso nable

time not to exceed thirty (30) days after recess or adjournment and  sha ll be open to public inspection during regular

business ho urs.

M inutes of legislative com m ittee m eetings shall consist of a w ritten record  of attendance and final actions taken

at such meetings. 1975, 481; 1981, 456.

CHAPTER 43.  ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES

25-43-1 through 25-43-19.   [This section is concerned with ru les fo r adm inistra tive  pro cedu res b y su ch  state

boards, comm issions, departments, or officer, other than the legislature or the courts, au tho rized to  m ake ru les o r to

determine contested cases.]  1976, 487; 1995, 499.

CHAPTER 51.  STATE DEPOSITORY FOR PUBLIC DOCUMENTS

25-51-1 through 25-51-7.   The library comm ission shall be the state depository for the public records issued

by any gov ernm ent agency  for p ub lic distribution.  The libraries of s tate agenc ies, pub lic jun ior colleges, co lleges, p ub lic

universities and public libraries located in the state may also becom e depositories of these records, when designated as such

by the  library com m ission upo n their w ritten  request to th is effe ct.  [R egula tions are  conta ined in  the section s.]  1975, 347.

CHAPTER 53.  MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
SERVICES (MDITS)

25-53-1 through 25-53-125.   1977, 400; 1986, 466; 1995, 622; 1997, 609; 1998, 430; 1999, 410.

CHAPTER 55.  LOST RECORDS

25-55-1 through 25-55-31.  Lost records and remedies therefor.  

CHAPTER 58.  GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEM
AND MULTIPURPOSE CADASTRE

25-58-1 through 25-58-3.   1990, 555; 1999, 466.

CHAPTER 59.  ARCHIVES AND RECORDS MANAGEMENT

25-59-1 through 25-59-31.   1981, 501; 1996, 453, 537.

CHAPTER 60.  LOCAL GOVERNMENT RECORDS

25-60-1.  [Repealed effective July 1, 2006]  Local Government Records Committee.  Th ere  is

hereby created the Local Government Records Comm ittee. The comm ittee shall  be composed of the following m em bers:



the Attorney  Genera l, or h is designee; the Secretary of Sta te, or his  design ee; the  Sta te A ud itor o f Pu blic  Accou nts, o r his

designee; the Chairman  of the State Tax Com mission, or his designee; the Director of the State Department of Archives

and History, or his designee; a representative from each of the following organizations, to be designated by the head of each

organization for a term of two (2) years with a limit of not more than two (2) terms: [Various organizations are listed].  The

Director of the S tate De partm ent of A rchives and  History  shall be the  chairm an of the comm ittee. Members of the

comm ittee shall receive per diem as provided in Section 25-3-69, and shall be reimbu rsed for necessary expenses and travel

as provided in Section 25-3-41.

[The second and third paragraphs list various duties and authorities of the comm ittee concerning records control

and duties of  coun ties and  m un icipalities  to coo perate  with the co m m ittee.]

Any  county may, by resolution spread upon the minutes of the board of supervisors, exempt itself from the

requirements imposed by this section.

The comm ittee is authorized to promulgate any rules and regulations necessary to implem ent the authority granted

to it  in this section.

This section shall be repealed on July 1, 2006.  1996, 537; 1997, 452.

Cross reference-

Local Government Records Office, see § 39-5-9.

25-60-3.  [Repealed effective July 1, 2006] Establishment of regional record centers;
certification and administration. Counties and municipalities are hereby authorized to establish regional records

cen ters for the  storage, prese rva tion , and u se o f pe rm anen tly valuab le co un ty and  mun icipal records  and o f inactive co un ty

and mun icipal record s w hich a re requ ired  to be re tained  for a  pre scrib ed  period  of tim e but which are not needed to be kept

in the crea ting office.  Such regional records  cen ters m ay  be  join tly estab lished and  m ain tained  pu rsuan t to ag reem ents

executed under the Interlocal Cooperation Act of 1974. Any center established under this section m ust either be certified

by the Department of Archives and History  as provided for historical or archival groups or public l ibraries in Section 25-29-

25(2 ), or be administered by the Department of Archives and History pursuant to a contract between the department and

the local government which established the center. This section shall be repealed on July 1, 2006.  1996, 537.

25-60-5.  [Repealed effective July 1, 2006] Document filing fee. 
(1) Except as provided in subsection two (2) of this section, any county or mun icipal official or employee who

accepts  docum ents for filing as public records shall, in addition to any other fee provided elsewhere by law, collect a fee

of One Dollar ($1.00) for each document so filed. In municipalities and participating counties that collect Three Hundred

Dollars ($300.00) or more per month from the fil ing fee, the official or employee collecting the fee shall , on or before the

last day of each month, deposit  the avails of Fifty Cents (50¢) of the fee into the general fund of the county or municipality,

as appro pria te, an d rem it the rem ainder to the State Treasurer who shall deposit it  to the credit of a statewide local

government records management fund which is hereby created in the State Treasury. In municipalit ies and participating

counties that collect less than  Three Hundred Dollars ($30 0.00) p er m on th fro m  the  filing  fee , the  avails o f Fif ty C en ts

($.50) of the fee shall be remitted to the State Treasurer on a  quarterly basis for deposit as provided in the previous

sentence. Any m onies remaining in such fund at the end of a fiscal year sha ll no t lapse in to the G enera l Fu nd  of the S tate

Treasury. Counties and municipalit ies shall expend m onies  derived from  the fee h erein ab ove  imp osed  solely to su ppo rt

proper management of their official records in accordance with records management standards established by the

Department of A rch ives an d H istory . M on ies in  the  Lo cal Gov ernm ent Re cords  M anagem ent Fu nd  sha ll be expended by

the Department of Archives and History, pursuant to legislative appropriation, to support the Local Government Records

M anagem ent Office  of the departm ent and to  sup po rt a local record s m anagem ent grant p rog ram  as fu nd s pe rm it.

(2) Th e fee p rov ided in  sub sec tion  (1) o f this sec tion  sha ll not be collected in any county until  the board of

supervisors, by resolution spread upon its minutes, determines that it will collect the fee.

(3) Each municipality and participating county may collect the fil ing fee provided for in this section on filings

in any court subject to their respective jurisdiction.

(4) This section shall be repealed on July 1, 2006.  1996, 537; 1997, 452.

CHAPTER 61.  PUBLIC ACCESS TO PUBLIC RECORDS



25-61-1 through 25-61-17.  Public access to records.  [This section is known as the M ississ ipp i Pu blic

Records Ac t of 1983 .]  Except for records furnished  to public bod ies by third parties w hich contain trade secrets or

confidential information (which must sti ll  be released after notice has been given to said third parties [§25-61-9]) and

records otherwise privileged by law, all  public records are declared to be public property.  Any person shall  have the right

to inspect,  copy, mechanically reproduce or obtain a reproduction of any public record of a public body.  Right to inspect

and/or copy records shall be granted within one working day after suc h requ est is m ade.  D en ial of req uest to access to or

copies of records shall  be in writing and shall  contain specific reasons for such denial.  Any person w ho  sha ll know ing ly

and willfully  deny  to any  person access  to any pub lic rec ord  which is n ot exem pt fro m  the  pro visio ns  of th is ch ap ter sh all

be liable civ illy in  a su m  no t to ex ceed  $100 .00 , plus all reaso nable  expenses incurred by suc h perso n b ring ing  the  law suit.

Leg islature m ay  de term ine  the rules of  its ow n p roceedings  and regu late p ub lic access to  its record s.]  1983, 424; 1996,

453; 1999, 466.

Cro ss references--

As to exemption of certain personnel records from chapter, see §25-1-100.

As to exemption of certain attorneys' work products from chapter, see §25-1-102.

As to exemption of certain judicial records from chapter,  see §9-1-38.

As to exemption of certain jury records from chapter,  see §13-5-97.

As to exemption of documents from third parties containing confidential information, see §25-61-9.

As to exemption of records otherwise imposed by law, see §25-61-11.

As to proceedings to compel public access to public records under this section, see §25-61-13.

As to penalty for wrongful denial of access to records, see §25-61-15.

As to application of this chapter to legislature, see §25-61-17.

TITLE 27.  TAXATION AND FINANCE

CHAPTER 1.  ASSESSORS AND COUNTY TAX COLLECTORS

27-1-1. Bond; oath.  Th e as sessor of e ach cou nty , except in  those counties wherein the office of assessor and

the office of tax collector are combined as provided in Section 27-1-7, shall  take and file the oath of office required by the

Constitution and give bond, with sufficient surety, to be payable , cond itioned  and app rov ed  as p rov ided by law, in a p enalty

equal to Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00).  1992, 440.

27-1-7.  Assessor to be tax collector--bond.   The assessor of each county, except as otherwise provided

in this chap ter, shall be the tax  collector the rein; and he shall give one bond for the comb ined office of assessor and tax

collector, with sufficient surety, to be payable, conditioned and approved as provided by law, in a penalty equal to five

percent (5%) of the sum of all  the state and county taxes shown by the assessment rolls and the levies to have been

co llectib le in the county for the year immediately preceding the comm encement of the term of office for such  collector;

how ever, suc h bon d sh all not exceed the am ou nt o f One  Hun dred T ho usand D ollars ($10 0,000 .00 ).  He shall  also take and

file the  oa th o f off ice a s tax  co llecto r.  Such assessors and tax collectors shall collect all  taxes heretofore collected by the

sheriffs in sa id counties,  including but not l imited to, ad valorem and privilege taxes, charges and fees of every kind and

nature  heretofore comprising a portion of the tax  co llectin g duties of  the  she riffs o f said  coun ties and  sha ll, by  the  twen tieth

day of the mon th following collection, pay same to the collecting political subdivision without retaining any portion thereof

for his services.  Provided, however, regardless of the political subdivision or fund for which the tax was collected, the

assessor and tax collector shall  pay at least the percentage of such tax heretofore retained by the  she riff as  his  fee  directly

into  the general fund of the concerned county, and said payment shall be made by the twentieth day of the month following

collection.  In case of the failure  of the as sessor to qua lify as tax  co llecto r w ithin  the  sam e tim e allo wed  for taking the oath

of office and giving bond as assessor, he shall  thereby vacate the office of assessor and the vacancy, as assessor and tax

collector, sha ll be filled ac cord ing to law .  Such asse ssors an d tax collectors shall perform all of the tax collecting duties

hereto fore performed  by the sheriffs thereof with the full  and complete authority and liabili ties heretofore possessed by or

imposed upon said sheriffs.  How ever, an assessor and tax collector shall not be liable for ad va lorem taxe s, privilege taxes,

charges and  fees co llected by  him , paym ent for w hich w as m ade  by a  chec k, draft or other order for the payment of money

which has be en  retu rned to  the assessor and tax collector because of insufficient funds in the amount on which such check,



draft or order was drawn, if  the assessor and tax  co llecto r has ex hausted  all rea sonable  m eans  of collecting su ch  instru m ent,

including the fil ing of a civil  suit or presentation to the district attorney for collection under Section 97-19-73 et seq.   1992,

400.

27-1-9.  Office of assessor and tax collector--budget--finances.   The following sha ll be  applicab le to

all counties and shall pertain to the operation of the assessor and tax collector's office:

(a)  Each assesso r and tax collector shall ap po int a  suf ficient num ber of d eputies ... and fix  the ir

compensation, subject to the budget .. . approved by the board of supervisors.  No deputy shall receive a salary larger than

that of the a ssesso r and  tax co llector.

(b) The assessor and tax collector shall, at the  July  m eeting  of the board o f supervisors , sub m it a

budget of estimated expenses of his office for the ensuing fiscal year beginning October 1 in such form as  may be

prescribed by the director of the sta te department of audit  .. . The board shall examine the proposed budget and determine

the amount to be expended by the assessor and tax co llector ... and may increase  or decrease said amou nt. . ..   The budget

shall include amo unts .. . to cover ...  all expenses incurred .. . in the performance of the duties of the office.

(c) The boa rd of  supervisors shall, at its first meeting of each quarter, beginning on O ctober 1,

Janu ary 1, April  1, and July 1, appropriate a lump sum  for the assessor and tax collector for the expenses of his office for

the current quarter.  The quarterly appropriation sha ll be for 1/4 of the amount approved in the annual budget . ..  unless the

assessor and tax collector requests a different amount.  Except in case of emergency, as provided in the budget law, the

appropriation for the quarter beginning in October of the last year of the assessor's and tax collector's term shall not exceed

1/4  of the an nu al bud ge t.

(d) The assessor and tax collector shall  fi le a report of all  expenditures of h is office during the

preceding m on th w ith the board of supervisors . ..  in a form to be prescribed by the director of the sta te departm ent of aud it

... and  upo n ap prov al thereof, the clerk shall issue warrants therefor, but not in an amount in excess of the budget for that

qua rter.

(e) The budget for the assessor's and tax collector's office may be revised at any regular meeting of

the boa rd of supervisors .. . and ...  upon recommen dation of the assessor and tax collector . ..  may m ake supplemental

appro pria tions the refo r. 

(f) The budget for the assessor and  tax co llector’s office m ay inc lude am oun ts to cover nec essary

expenses to p rov ide  equipm ent and perso nn el to  file, sto re, re tain  or repro du ce all rec ord s, filings or documents using

m icro film , m icrofiche, data processing, compu ters, magn etic tape, optical discs or any other electronic process which

correc tly and  legibly stores and  reprod uces or w hich fo rms a medium for storing, copying or reproducing documents, files

and reco rds.

 1972, 407; 1973, 337; 1994, 521.

27-1-11.  Tax collector as separate officer in certain counties--reconsolidation of offices.  In

counties with a total assessed valuation of $65,000,000.00 or above [Based upon 1974 tax rolls, this would includ e:  Ada m s,

Bo livar, Claiborn e, C oaho m a, C op iah, Desoto, Fo rrest, Grenada , Han cock, Harrison, H inds, Jackson, Jones, Lam ar,

Lauderdale, Lee, Leflo re, L incoln , Lo wnd es, M adison , M arion, M arsh all, M onro e, Ok tibbeha, Pea rl River,  Pike, Rankin,

Simpson, Sunflower, W arren, W ashington, and Y azoo  coun ties], the board o f supervisors  ... may  sep ara te the office of tax

collector from the office of assessor, by resolution spread upon the minutes of the board ...  such resolution not to take effect

un til the succeeding term of office and shall  not affect an y d uly  elected official during the term for which he has been

elected.  Any such  resolution ...  shall be adopted on or before February 1 of any year in which general county and statewide

elections are held.  After the offices have been separated, they sha ll remain separate until  consolidated by like resolution

for a succeeding term; provided, how ever, su ch  reso lution to  consolidate th e o ffices, ha ving been once separated, sh all

b eco m e effective only  by  affirm ative vote  ... of the qua lified  elec tors  ... in an  elec tion  to be held  ...  for the purpose of such

determination.  1968, 369.

27-1-13.  Tax collector as separate officer--election--bond--powers and duties.

  In any such county that has properly adopted a resolution to separate such offices, there shall be a separate tax

collector therein who shall possess the same qualifications and be elected at the time and in the same m anner as provided

by law for the assessor.   He shall give bond, with sufficient surety, to be payable, conditioned and approved as provided

by law, in a penalty equal to five percent (5%) of the sum of all  the state and coun ty taxes sho wn by the as sessm ent rolls

and the levies to have been collectible in the county for the year imm ediately preceding the  com m encem ent of the  term

of office fo r said  co llecto r, and he sh all also  take an d file  the oath of office as tax collector; however,  such bond shall  not



exceed the am oun t of On e H und red T hou sand  Do llars ($100 ,000 .00).  Su ch tax  collector sh all collect all taxes here tofore

collected by sheriffs or assessors, as the case may  be, in said counties, including but not limited to ad valorem and privilege

taxes, charges and fees of every  kind  and  nature  hereto fore co m prising a p ortion o f the tax co llecting du ties of the she riffs

or assessors of said counties and shall  pay same monthly to the collecting political subdivision without retaining any portion

thereof for his services.  Provided, however, regardless of the political subdivision or fund for which the tax was collected,

the tax collector sha ll pay at least the p ercen tage o f such  tax he retofore  retained  by the  sheriff as his fee directly into the

general fun d o f the  concerned  coun ty, and sa id payment shall be made by the twentieth day of the month following

collection.  Such tax collectors shall perform all of the tax collecting duties in such counties heretofore performed by the

sheriffs or assessors thereof, as the case  m ay b e, with the  full and com plete au thority and liabilities he retofore  possessed

by or imposed upon said sheriffs or assessors.  How ever, a tax collector shall  not be liable for ad valorem taxes, privilege

taxes, charges and fees collected by him, payment for which was made by a check, draft or other order for the payment of

mon ey which has been returned to the tax collector because  of insufficien t funds  in the acc oun t on w hich su ch ch eck , draft

or orde r was draw n, if the  tax  co llector has exhausted all  reasonable means of collecting such instrument, including the

filing of a civil  suit or presentation to the district attorney for collection under Section 97-19-73 et seq.  1972, 464; 1986,

458; 1991, 604.

27-1-32.  Supplemental tax levy in certain additional counties.  Should the board of supervisors of any

coun ty ...  with a total assessed valuation of less than $150,000,000.00 determine that the fees to be collected by the offices

of sheriff, assesso r, tax collector, or assessor and tax collector shall  be insufficient to pay the operating budget of any one

or m ore  of said  offices, said  board  m ay  set aside , appro pria te and expend m oneys from the general fund for the pu rpose

of supp lementing the bud get of any o ne or m ore of said offices.

Provided, further , the board of supervisors of any Class 1 county bordering on the Pearl River, having two (2)

judicial districts, wherein is housed the seat of State Government, and wherein U. S. Highways 80 and 49 intersect is hereby

authorized to set aside, appropriate and expend  m oney s from the g eneral fund fo r the purpose  of supplementing the budget

of the o ffices of she riff, tax co llector and  tax assessor.

Provided, further, the board of supervisors of any Class 1 county bordering on the State of Alabama traversed by

U. S. H ighway  90  and hav ing  an  assessed  va lua tion accordin g to  the  1972  assessm ent rolls o f One  Hun dred T hirty -two

M illion Seven Hundred Seventy-two Thousand Sixty-seven Dollars ($132,772,067.00) may, in its discretion, set aside,

appro pria te and  exp end  m one ys from  the general fun d for the  purp ose o f supp lem enting  the bu dge t of the tax co llector,

tax assessor and sheriff.  1973, 461; 1975, 378; 1976, 461; 1986, 400.

CHAPTER 3.  STATE TAX COMMISSION

27-3-52.  Counties to have certified appraisal personnel.  
(1) The State Tax Comm ission shall  promulgate rules and regulations setting forth the minimum  requirements for

which assessors and/or their deputy assessors or assistants, appropriate state employees and employees of planning and

development districts may attain certification as an appraiser.  The com mission shall establish and conduct such educational

and training programs as may be appropriate to assist  such persons in attaining such certification.

Counties having not more than five thousand (5,000) applicants for homestead exemption shall  have at least one

(1) certified app raiser, and c oun ties having m ore than five thousand (5,000) applicants for homestead exemption shall  have

at least two  (2) certified appraisers; how ever, any co unty m ay em ploy an y certified app raiser on a part-tim e basis.

(2) W hen any tax assessor and/or his deputies or assistants travel outside of their county to attend an appraisal

sch oo l, sem inar or w ork shop  appro ved by the S tate T ax  Com m ission , such persons shall receive as reimbursement of

expenses of such travel the same mileage and actual and necessary expenses for food, lodging and travel by public carrier

or priv ate m oto r vehic les as is allo wed  under Se ction 25-3 -41 .  How ever, mileage shall not be authorized when such travel

is done by a motor vehicle owned by the county.

The county board of supervisors shall reimbu rse the asse ssors ,  tax collectors and deputies for reasonable and

necessary  expenses sus tained  in a ttending ann ua l confe rences, reg ional co nfe rences, scho ols  and seminars.  The State Tax

Com mission shall  have the authority to prescribe forms and to promulgate rules and regulations necessary to implement

the pro visio ns  of th is section.  N o expenses authorized  herein shall be reimbu rsed unless the expenses have been authorized

or approved by an order of the board duly made and spread upon the minutes of such board.

(3) W hen any tax assessor and/or his deputies or assistants attend and successfully complete all qualifications

pursuant to the M ississippi Education and Certification Program and receive the certification level of Track II, Evaluator



I, they shall receive an additional One Thousand D ollars ($1,000.00) annually beginning the next fiscal year after

completion.

W hen any tax asse ssor and/or his dep uties or assistants attend and successfully complete all  qualifications pursuant

to the Mississippi Education and Certification Program and receive the certificat ion level of Track II, Evaluator II, they

shall  receive an additional One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) annually beginning the next fiscal year after  completion.

W hen any tax assessor and/or his deputies or assistants attend and successfully complete all  qualifications pursuant

to the  M ississ ipp i Ed ucation and  Certification P rog ram  and receive  the  cer tificatio n leve l of M ississippi Assessment

Evaluator (MA E), they shall  receive an additional One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) annually beginning

the next fiscal year after completion.

W hen any deputy tax assessor successfully completes all  qualifications to become a licensed certified residential

real estate appraiser under Sections 73-34-1 through 73-34-63, on the  recom m end ation o f the tax assessor, the coun ty board

of sup erv isors m ay  pay, in  its disc retion, an add itional am ou nt not to  exceed  Th ree  Th ou san d D ollars ($3,000 .00 ) annu ally

to the depu ty beginn ing the nex t fiscal year after the com pletion of such q ualifications.

W hen any deputy  tax assessor successfully completes all qualifications to becom e a licensed certified general real

estate appraiser unde r Sec tions 73 -34-1  through 73-34-63, on the recomm endation of the tax assessor,  the cou nty board

of supervisors may pay, in its discretion, an additional amount not to exceed Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000 .00 ) annu ally

to the depu ty beginn ing the nex t fiscal year after the com pletion of such q ualifications.

The acc um ula tive total of all  educational increases authorized under this subsection shall not exceed Eight

Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($8,500.00) and shall  be paid out of the comm on county fund from proceeds of the one

(1) mill ad valorem tax as provided in Section 27-39-329.

In order to receive the additional annual payment or payments provided for in this subsection,  the tax assessor or

deputies or assistants who com pleted the M ississ ipp i Education and Certification Program and w ere certified as provided

herein  shall  be personally involved in the conduct,  administration and/or supervision of the appraisal of the property of the

county and in the maintenance of such appraisal.  1980, 505; 1984, 470; 1987, 507; 1989, 517; 1990, 447; 1997, 414.

27-3-59.  Assessors' and collectors' conferences.  It sha ll be  the  du ty o f the  state  tax  com m ission to  call

and ho ld an ann ua l confe rence  of the co un ty tax assesso rs an d collectors. ...  I t shall  be the duty of every county tax assessor

and collector to attend and participate in the meeting. .. .  Each tax assessor and collector attending and participating in such

conference ...  shall be entitled to receive as expenses for attending ...  travel, meals, lodging and other necessary expenses

at the  rate  pro vided  ... in Section  23 -5-4 1, w hich exp enses  sha ll be  pa id fro m  the  coun ty general fund or proceeds from the

levy imposed for the maintenance of the reappraisal program.  1972, 358; 1986, 500.

CHAPTER 5.  MOTOR VEHICLE COMPTROLLER

27-5-101.  Apportionment of gasoline tax made by comptroller.  Re fer to  code  book  for d etails

concerning this lengthy statute.   1981, 309, 464; 1984, 446; 1987, 322; 1992, 548; 1994, 557; 1999, 461, 575; 2002, 582.

CHAPTER 15.  STATEWIDE PRIVILEGE TAXES

27-15-7.  Levy of privilege taxes by counties, municipalities and levee districts restricted.   The

boa rd of supervisors may not levy any tax upon the privilege upon which a statewide is levied under Chapter 15, Title 27,

Code of 1972.  1944, 138.

27-15-9.  Classification of municipalities.  Fo r the  pu rpo se o f this  chap ter the m un icipalities  of the sta te

are hereby divided into seven classes, numbered from one to seven, which classes shall be according to  the population

thereof, as follow s:

Class No. 1 shall include all mun icipalities having a population of 25,000 inhabitants or more.

Class No. 2  sha ll inclu de  all m un icipalities  having a  popu lation of  15,000 inhabitants,  and less than 25,000

inhabitants.

Class No. 3  sha ll inclu de  all m un icipalities having a population of 10,000 inhabitants,  and less than 15,000

inhabitants.

Class No. 4 shall  include all  municipalities having a population of 5,000 inhabitan ts, and less than 10,000

inhabitants.



Class No . 5 shall includ e all municipalities having  a population  of 3 ,000 inhabitants,  and less than 5,000

inhabitants.

Class No. 6 shall  include all  municipalities having a  population of 1,000 inhabitants,  and less than 3,000

inhabitants.

Class No. 7 shall include all mun icipalities having a pop ulation of 500  inhabitants, and less than 1,000  inhabitants.

The term  "elsew here in  the  state" as  use d in  this chapter shall include a ll municipalities having  a pop ulation of less

than 500 inhabitants,  and all  other places outside of any municipality.   1944, 138.

CHAPTER 17.  LOCAL PRIVILEGE TAXES

27-17-1 through 27-17-9.  Local privilege taxes--how assessed and collected; payable upon
certain privileges; 27-17-35 Automobiles for hire or rent; 27-17-162 Flea market vendors; 27-17-230
coin-operated laundries; 27-17-299 pawn brokers; 27-17-365 stores; 27-17-392 travel agencies.   The

boa rd of supervisors of each county and the governing body of eac h m un icipality sha ll levy, assess and collect all taxes

upon the privilege of doing business as specified in this chapter, but only to the extent permitted and only upon such

privileges as are specified herein.  No mu nicipality or county shal l levy or collect an y tax upo n any  priv ilege w hich is

taxab le or has been duly licensed for statewide purposes, except as otherwise provided.  1 952, 419.  (Section 27-17-61

repealed, per 1976, 365).  1976, 365; 1988, 505.

Every person desiring to engag e in any b usiness, or exercise any  privilege hereinafter specified, if such bu siness

is located  ou tside a municipality, shall  first,  before comm encing the same, apply for, pay for and procure from the tax

collector of the co un ty in  which su ch  busine ss is located , or if  located within a municipality .. . from the tax collector of the

municipality, a privilege  licen se authoriz ing  him  to engage in the business or exercise the privilege specified therein and

the amount of tax shown herein below is hereby imposed for the privilege of engaging or continuing in the business set

forth therein.  1964, 516; 1988, 505.

CHAPTER 19.  MOTOR VEHICLE PRIVILEGE AND EXCISE TAXES

27-19-1 through 27-19-171.  Motor vehicle privilege taxes.  [Th is en tire ch ap ter is devoted to privilege

taxes u po n m oto r vehic les.  M uch o f this chapte r deals w ith cou nty  fisca l matters.]

27-19-19.  Trailers--collection of tax and issuance of tags and decals by county tax collectors.

The privilege tax on trailers or sem itrailers, to be used  with and d raw n by  private ca rriers of passenge rs, on ho use trailers

and on rental trailers shall be collected, and the license tags and decals issued therefor, by the tax collectors of the various

counties ... provided , however, that decals sha ll not be requ ired to be issued by  the tax collectors for rental trailers.  1976,

361.

27-19-27.  Applicability of tax to motor vehicles owned by United States, the state and political
subdivisions.  No privilege tax shall  be imposed upon any m oto r vehic le owned by the United States Government or any

agency or instrumentality thereof,  or owned by the State of Mississippi or any coun ty o r m un icipality  of the state or any

instru m entality  thereof,  or upon any m otor vehicle owned by any school district in the state,  any motor vehicle owned by

any fire protection district incorporated pursuant to Sections 19-5-151 through 19-5-207 or any motor vehicle owned by

any levee district or drainage district. The exception herein granted to vehicles owned by  the United States Government

or any  agency  or in strumentality  thereof, or owned by  the  Sta te of M ississ ipp i or any  coun ty o r m un icipality o f the  state

or any agency or instru m en tality  thereof,  or to any motor vehicle owned by any school district in the state,  any motor

vehic le owned by any fire protection district incorporated pursuant to Section 19-5-151 through 19-5-207, .. . shall  not apply

to vehicles owned by  any officer or employee thereof, but shall be applicable only to those motor vehicles actually owned

by  the  United S tates  Gov ernm ent or one  of its in strum entalities o r agencies , or owned by the S tate of Mississippi or any

coun ty or municipality of the state or one of i ts instrumentalit ies or agencies, or to any motor vehicle owned by any school

district  in the state,  any motor vehicle owned by any fire protection district incorporated pursuant to Section 19-5-151

thro ug h 19-5 -20 7. ...  A ll vehic les o wned by any  levee  distric t or d rainage d istrict.

Each vehic le owned by the S tate o f M ississ ipp i, any cou nty  or any municipality or any agency or instru m entality

thereo f, and each motor vehicle owned by any school district in the state,  each motor vehicle owned by any fire protection



district incorporated pu rsuan t to Section  19 -5-1 51  thro ug h 19-5 -20 7, ... shall  be registered with the State Tax Comm ission,

which sh all issue a license tag fo r the  vehic le.  The  licen se tag issued w ill be valid for as long as the vehicle is in service

and in the inventory of the state  agency , coun ty o r m un icipality  or any  agency  or in strum entality th ereof, schoo l distric t,

fire protection district which registered the vehicle. ..  and shall  comply with marking requirements in Sections 25-1-87 and

27-19-59.

Exem ption of motor vehicles ow ned by a  coun ty o r m un icipality o r any agency o r ins trum entality  thereof  from

motor vehicle privilege taxes does not waive payment of the registration fee imposed in Section 27-19-43.

The exem ption g ranted  in this section sh all be ev idenc ed b y spe cial license p lates of a design  to be selected by the

Chairman of the State Tax Comm ission, which design shall  include as one of the features in large, easily legible letters the

words "TAX  EXE M PT".  Each motor vehicle sub ject to  the  pro visio ns  of th is section w hich is o wned o r leased ...  sha ll

display such special license tag, except for (a) vehicles used for undercover law enforcement work where such identifying

tags would hinder off icial investiga tions an d (b ) up  to four p assenger au tom ob iles owned o r leased  by  eco no m ic

development districts or economic development authorities.  Such und ercov er and  eco no m ic developm ent distric t/autho rity

vehicles sha ll be  issued  regular licen se tags .  1976, 361; 1981, 524; 1983, 451; 1986, 420; 1990, 494; 1994, 465; 1996, 480.

27-19-32.  License tags or plates and renewal license decals--mailing costs .   No governmental

subdivision shall bear the cost of mailing or delivering a license plate or decals to the purchaser of such license plate or

decals.  No charge to the purchaser for such mailing shall be in excess of the actual cost of the mailing.  1976, 361.

27-19-43.  License tags or plates and renewal license decals; issuance; registration fees.  License

tags, substitute tags and decals for individual fleets and for private carriers of passengers, school buses (excluding school

buses ow ned b y a scho ol district in the state), church bu ses, taxicabs, ambulance s, hearses, m otorcy cles, and  private ca rriers

of property, private comm ercial carriers of property, and private comm ercial carriers of property of a gross weight of 10,000

pou nds an d less, shall be sold an d issued by  the tax collectors of the several counties.

Applications for l icense tags for motor vehicles in a fleet registered under 27-1-66, and applications for all other

license tags, substitute tags  and decals sha ll be  filed  with the comm ission or the local tax collector of the respective counties

and forwarded to the comm ission for issuance to the applicant.  All tags and decals for vehicles ow ned by the sta te or any

agency or instrumen tality  thereof,  and vehicles owned by a fire protection district , school district or a county or

municipality, and all  vehicles owned by a road, drainage, or levee district  shall  be issued by the comm ission.

In add ition  to the privilege  taxes levied here in, there  sha ll be  co llected the fo llow ing  reg istration o r tag  fee : 

(a) Fo r the issuan ce of b oth a licen se tag an d two (2) decals, a fee o f Five D ollars ($5.00).

(b) For the  issuance  of u p to  two (2 ) decals on ly, a  fee  of T hree D ollars an d S even ty-fiv e C en ts

($3.75).

No tag or decal shall  be issued either by a  tax collector or by the comm ission without the collection of such

reg istration fee ex cept su bstitute tags  and decals and  licen se tags  for v eh icles  ow ned by the S tate o f M ississ ipp i.

Beginning July 1 , 1987, through A ugu st 31, 20 01, the re shall  be levied a registration fee of Five Dollars ($5.00)

in addition to the regular registration fee imposed in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section.  Such additional registration fee

shall  be levied in the same manner as the regular registration fee.  1992, 497; 1995, 413; 1996, 410; 1997, 377.

Cro ss references--

As to exemption of motor vehicles owned by county or municipality from motor vehicle privilege taxes not

   waiving payment of registration fee imposed by this section, see §27-19-27.

Collection procedures and disbursement of proceeds affecting fees im po sed  under pa rag raphs  (a) and  (b) o f this

   section, see §27-19-99.

Tax imposed upon sale or use of motor vehicles, see §27-65-201.

27-19-45 through 27-19-56, et seq.  These sections de al with special license tags o r plates.

27-19-59.  Owner of vehicle to make application for license.  Application for license tags shall  be made

by the owner of the vehicle for which the tag is being purchased.  All motor vehicles owned by the state of Mississippi or

... any political subdivision thereof,  when used in the transportation of passengers, shall have painted on both sides and if

practica l, on the rear of each vehicle the name of the agency or department in letters at least three inches in height .. . and

no license tag or decal shall  be issued for such vehicle until  the name has been printed thereon as herein required.

App lican ts must show proof of insurance in an amount not less than $5,000.00 for the death or injury of one person,



$10,000.00 for any  one ac ciden t, and $5,000.00 property damage for any one accident.  No tag will be issued unless such

proof is shown.  1982, 427; 1984, 508.

27-19-61.  Ad valorem tax receipts to be presented with application for license.   1977, 484.

27-19-63.  Payment of tax; penalties, etc.  1982, 427; 1992, 497; 1995, 413; 1996, 410;  1997, 347;

2001,596.

27-19-69.  Destruction of vehicles.   1977, 484; 1981, 524; 1995, 349; 1997, 377.

27-19-71.  Replacement of vehicles.   1977, 484; 1981, 524.

27-19-79. Oversize and overweight permits.  1995, 491.

27-19-81.  Registration of vehicle in excess of weight limits; excess weight permits; excess size
permits.  (4) The owner or operator of a vehicle hauling sand, g ravel, w oo d chips, w oo d sh av ings, sawdu st, fill dirt,

agricu ltural produ cts or un processed  forestry pro du cts m ay ap ply to the  M ississippi De partm ent of  T ransp ortation for a

harvest permit for the purpose of authorizing any such vehicles to operate on the highways in this state (other than the

federal interstate system or those highways designated by the M ississippi Department of Transportation as not capable of

carrying more than fifty-seven thousand six hundred f if ty  (57 ,650) p ou nd s at the m aximum  gro ss w eight sp ecified  in

Section 63 -5-3 3.  Harvest p erm its m ay  be  issued  and a re valid  to perm it any su ch  vehic le to  be  opera ted  on  a h ighway  in

this  state that has been designated by the M ississippi Department of Tra nspo rtation as no t cap ab le of carrying m ore than

fifty-seven thousand six hundred fifty (57,650) pounds only if such vehicle operates in compliance with the provisions of

Sec tion 63 -5-29 (3)(b).  A  fee of T wenty-five  Do llars ($25.00) shall be charged for each perm it issued .  Th e perm it sha ll

be in the form of a decal which shall be affixed to each permitted vehicle on the upper left corner of the  windshield  on the

dr iver 's side .  Each  perm it sha ll expire  one (1 ) year fro m  its da te of issue.  The  fees co llected und er th is subsection  sha ll

be deposited into a special fund that is created in the Sta te Treasury.  M on ies in  the fund shall be allocated and distributed

quarterly, beginning September 30, 1994, to each of the counties of the state on an equal basis.  M onies distributed to the

counties under this subsection shall be deposited in each county's road and bridge fund and may be expended, upon

approval of  the board of supervisors,  for any purpose for which county road and bridge fund monies lawfully may be

expended.  This subsection (4) shall  stand repealed from  and after July 1, 2005.  1994, 501; 1995, 491; 1996, 408; 1997,

548; 1998, 592; 2000, 589; 2002, 386.

27-19-99.  Comptroller to furnish tags; tax collector to issue receipts, etc.; reports.    1976, 336;

1984, 508; 1987, 322, 450, 529; 1990, 415; 1999, 575; 2002, 582.

27-19-159.  Distribution of collections.   1981, 309; 1984, 478; 1992, 497.

CHAPTER 25.  SEVERANCE TAXES

27-25-1 through 27-25-27.  Severance taxes on gas, oil, salt and timber.  [All of C hapter 25  of th is

title is devoted to severance taxes.  M ention  in any  kind o f de tail w ill be  limited  here to  those sections ha ving to  do  with

the  appo rtionm ent and d istribu tion  of these  taxes.]

27-25-11.  Collection and disposition of tax--apportionment among counties.  All timber severance

taxes shall  be collected by the state tax comm issioner, who shall pay 80% o f sam e into  the  state  treasury to  be  credited to

the special fund de signated as the forest resources development fund and 20% shall be returned to the counties from  which

the timber or its products was severed.  The state treasurer shall remit the counties' sha re o f said  fun ds  on  or b efo re the 15th

day of the m on th nex t suc ceed ing  the  m on th in  which the sam e w as collected  ...Upo n receipt o f said  fun ds  the  coun ty sh all

place same to  the credit of its general fund, to be expended as follows: In maintaining county roads and bridges or for

retiring general county bonds; and they are hereby authorized to apportion these funds to the various taxing districts of the

coun ty in a just and equitable manner  for the paym ent of bon ds and  interest, or schoo l and road m aintenance  purpo ses, in



proportion to the amount of t imber or its products severed therefrom. Provided, further, that any additional funds which

accrue to any coun ty a s a re su lt of th e increase  in tax  pro vided  in th is artic le sh all not be ch argeable  to the co un ty in

determining the state funds needed annually to support the minimum  educational program under Section 37-19-37. 1977,

486; 1981, 457; 1984, 478.

27-25-311.  Distribution of tax.  Th is section p rov ides for the  distrib ution o f the  salt severance tax (if  any

there be) on e-half to  the  state  and one-ha lf to the co un ty in  which the sa lt was p rod uced .  Th e am ou nt re turn ed  to the co un ty

may  be divided among the supervisors districts by the board of supervisors in consideration of the needs of the various

districts and used for any authorized purpose.  1984, 478

27-25-505.  Distribution of tax.  [With regard to any county which is exempt from the provisions
of Section 19-2-3, from and after July 1, 1993, this section shall read as follows:]  This section provides

for the distribution of the oil severance tax, as follow s:  on the first $600,000.00 or any p art thereof,  66  2/3%  to the sta te

and 33 1/3% to the county; on the next $600,000.00 or any part thereof,  90% to the state and 10% to the county through

June 30, 1989; 85%  to the state and 15% to the county from July 1, 1989, through June 30, 1990; and 80% to the state and

20%  to the county for each fiscal year thereafter;  above and exceeding $1,200,000.00, 95% to the state and 5% to the

coun ty through June 30, 1989; 90% to the state and 10% to the county from July 1, 1989, through June 30, 1990; and 85%

to the state an d 15 %  to the co unty  for each  fiscal year the reafter.

[With regard to any county which is required to operate on a countywide system of road
administration as described in Section 190203, this section shall read as follows:]  On the first $600,000.00

or any part thereof, 6 6-2 /3%  to the sta te an d 33-1 /3%  to the co un ty.  O n the next $600,000.00 or any part thereof,  90% to

the state and 10% to the county through June 30, 1989; 85% to the state and 15% to the county from July 1, 1989, through

June 30, 1990; 80% to the state and 20% to the county for each fiscal year thereafter.   Above $1,200,000.00, 95% to the

state  and 5% to the county through June 30, 1989; 90% to the state and 10% to the county from July 1, 1989, through June

30, 1990; and 85% to the state and 15%  to the county for each fiscal year thereafter.  1982, 495; 1984, 472; 1985, HB 592;

1988, HB 766; 1992, 562; 2002, 450.

27-25-506.  Special fund for deposit of state's share of oil and gas severance taxes collected.
There is hereby created a special fund in the State Treasury into which the state 's share  of p roceeds  co llected pursuant to

Sections 27-25-505 and 27-25-705 shall be deposited.

The state's share of all oil and gas severance taxes derived from oil  and gas resources under state-owned lands or

from  sev ered sta te-owned m inerals sha ll be  depo sited  into  the  Sta te Treasury to  the  credit o f the  trus t fun d c rea ted  in

Section 206A, Mississippi Constitution of 1890.  The following amount of the remainder of tax collections apportioned

to the state shall  be deposited to the credit of the trust fund created in Section 206A, M ississippi Constitution of 1890:

(a) For fiscal year 1994, all amounts collected in excess of Th irty-five M illion D ollars

($35 ,000 ,000 .00);

(b) For fiscal year 1995, all  amounts collected in excess of Thirty-two M illion Five Hundred

Thousand  Do llars ($32,500,000.00);

(c)  For fiscal year 1996, all amounts collected in excess of Thirty M illion Do llars ($30,000,000.00);

(d) For fiscal year 1997, all amounts collected in excess of Twenty-seven M illion Five Hundred

Thousand  Do llars ($27,500,000.00);

(e) For fiscal year 1998 , all amo unts co llected in ex cess o f Tw enty-f ive M illion D ollars

($25 ,000 ,000 .00);

(f)  For fiscal year 1999, all amounts collected in excess of Twenty Million Do llars ($20,000,000.00);

(g)  For fisca l year 200 0, a ll am ou nts c ollected  in excess of Fifteen M illion Do llars ($15,000,000.00);

(h)  For fiscal year 2001 through Decem ber 31 , 2000  (ed . Note- pro bably  intend ed  to be 200 4), a ll

am oun ts collected and tran sferred in excess of Ten M illion D ollars ($10 ,000 ,000 .00);

(i)  Fo r fisca l year 200 5, a ll am ou nts c ollected  in exce ss of Ten M illion D ollars ($10 ,000 ,000 .00);

and

(j) For fiscal year 2006, all amo unts co llecte d in ex cess o f Five M illion D ollars ($5,000,000.00);

and

(k) For fisca l year 200 7 and  eac h fisca l year thereafter, all  such tax collections apportioned to the

state shall  be deposited to the credit of the trust fund.  1992, 562; 2001, 521; 2002, 450.



Cro ss references--

Deposit of  sta te's  share of oil severance taxes collected into special fund created by this section, see §27-25-505.

Deposit of s tate's sha re o f gas severance  taxes collected  into  spe cial fu nd  created  by  this section, see §27-25-705.

27-25-705.  Distribution of tax.  This section deals with the distr ibution of the gas severance tax.  The

m unicipalities' share of the amount of tax sen t to the co un ty is set fo rth in  a fo rm ula  in this section.  1982, 495; 1984, 478;

985, 592; 1992, 562; 2002, 450.

27-25-706.  Distribution of tax; pledge of county's share; issuance of bonds; effect of section.

The board  of sup erv isors of  any cou nty  in the state of M ississippi bordering on the Pearl River and having a population

according to the 1970 census of not less than forty thousand (40,000)  and not more than fifty thousand (50,000), and

through which In tersta te Highway 20 runs, and wherein there is being constructed or has been constructed a plant for the

extracting of sulphur from n atural gas, and the board of supervisors of any county in the state of Mississippi bordering on

the Pearl River and h aving a p opu lation acc ording to the 19 70 cen sus of no t less than nineteen thousand (19,000) and not

m ore than twenty-one thousand (21,000) and wherein U.S. Highway 49  and M ississippi Highway  28  intersec t and w herein

there is being  con structed o r has been  con structed a  plant for the  ex trac ting of sulphur from natural gas, are hereby

au tho rized and  em po wered, in  the ir disc retion, to  pledg e all  or any part of the county's share of the severance tax on gas

extracted, handled or processed through such extraction plant, as additional security for the payment of bonds issued for

the purpose of construction, reconstructing, overlaying and/or repairing, an access road or roads or publicly-owned railroads

to and from such sulphur extraction plant.  The amount so pledged for the payment of the principal of and the interest on

such bonds shall  be deducted and set aside by such board of supervisors prior to the distribution of such severance taxes

in the manner provided by law, and only the amou nt of such severance taxes remaining after such deduction shall be subject

to such distribution.  The board of supervisors in such counties may pledge only up to fifty percent of such severance taxes

as their respective county may receive to retire the bonds and interest pursuant to the authority of this section.  The required

local contribution o f said  coun ties to  the cost of  the  m inim um  fou nd ation edu cation  pro gram  sha ll no t be  reduced  no r shall

the obligation of the state under said minimum foundation program to said counties be increased because of the passage

of this section.

Such bond s shall be issued under the provisions of Section 19-9-1 to Section 19-9-19, inclusive.  1972, 524; 1973,

436; 1982, 400.

CHAPTER 27.  VENDING AND AMUSEMENT MACHINE TAXES

27-27-5.  Tax levied.
(1) The board of supervisors of each county and the governing authorities of each municipality may levy,

assess and c ollect annual license taxes acco rding to the following  schedu les:

(a) For each machine wherein m ay be seen any picture or heard any m usic, a license tax for each

such  m ach ine the su m  of Tw enty-se ven  Do llars ($27.00).

(b) For each m achine (not e lsew here sp ecifically tax ed  in th is section) w herein  o r w hereb y an y g am e

m ay be played or any form of diversion had, a l icense tax for each such machine the sum of

Fo rty-five D ollars ($45 .00).

(c) For each machine (not elsewhere specifically taxed in this section) wherein or by means of wh ich

children may ob tain a ride upon a "hobby horse" or the figu re of any an ima l, or upon the figu re

of a boat, airplane, rocke t, or other such machine, a license tax of Eighteen Dollars ($18.00) for

each machine.

(2) Any  incorporated municipality may levy the tax authorized in subsection (1) of this section where such

machines are  located  within  the  corpo rate  limits of said  m un icipalities , and where appropriate ordinance levying and

imposing the tax has been adopted.

(3) Any  county may levy the tax authorized in subsection (1) of this section where such machines are located

outside of an incorporated mun icipality and where the appropriate ordinance levying and imposing the tax has been

adopted.  1994, 440.

CHAPTER 29.  AD VALOREM TAXES--GENERAL PROVISIONS



27-29-1.  Collectors to have certain credits.  Th e au dito r, in h is se ttlem ents w ith the tax  co llecto r, shall

cre dit  him with the amount of state taxes on all  lands sold for taxes and struck off to the state,  with the legal fees of the

publisher of the newspaper for advertising such land for sale; and the collector shall  also be credited in his settlement of

coun ty or any  other sta te tax es w ith the am ou nt o f taxes o n a ll land s so ld to  the state.  Land purchased by the state for taxes

shall no t again  be  sold  for taxes un til redeemed; but if a tax co llector shou ld erroneou sly sell any  state lands, the a uditor,

in his settlem ent with su ch  tax  co llecto r, shall cre dit h im  with the correct amoun t of state taxes on only such state lands as

are certified by the state land comm issioner to belong to the state,  and with the legal fees of the newspaper for publishing

such lands  for sale; and  the  co llecto r shall also be cred ited  in h is se ttlem ent of cou nty  or o ther taxes w ith the amount of

taxes on such lands certified by the land comm issioner.  1942, 9988.

Cro ss references--

As to cou nty  assessor and  tax  co llecto rs, see §§2 7-1 -1, et seq.

As to production of tax collector's cash book to auditor,  see §27-41-41.

As to collector's credits for insolvencies, see §27-49-5.

As to re dem ption o f land so ld fo r taxes, see  §§27 -45 -1, et seq.

27-29-3.  No allowance until certain list produced.  An a llowance shall  not be made by any auditing

officer to any tax collector for the taxes on any land for which he claim s cre dit until he sh all prese nt a  list thereo f, w ith h is

affidavit  annexed that i t is a correct l ist,  and that he has not received any taxes thereon from any person.  1942, 9989.

27-29-5.  Filing of lists of amendments to assessments.  Be fore  Septem ber 15 th and  before  Jan uary 1 5th

of every  year, within which the tax collector's term of office shall expire, the clerk of the board of supervisors shall file,

with the auditor of pu blic acco unts, on  blank s to be fu rnished  by sa id aud itor, the following lists of the  am en dm en ts in

assessm ents m ade by the board of supervisors:  additional and raised assessments of real and of personal property;

reductions in assessments of real and of personal property; erroneous assessments of real and of personal property.  1914,

122.

27-29-7.  Certification of correctness of lists.  The c lerk of the  boa rd of sup erv isors shall ce rtify to  the  truth

and correc tness o f such  lists of  am endm ents to a ssessm ents referred to in Section 27-29-5 and shall  further certify that he

has compared the items listed for credit with the stub tax receipts and that no taxes have been collected on an y such  items.

1914, 122.

27-29-9.  Clerk penalized for failure to make lists.  Any  suc h c lerk  of the board o f supervisors , who  sha ll

fail to make such list  or lists, refe rred  to in  Section 27-2 9-5 , by  the  time sp ecified , sha ll be  gu ilty of a misdemeanor, and,

upon conviction, shall be punished by a fine of not exceeding $100.00 for each offense.  1914, 122.

27-29-11.  Tax collector's report monthly--taxes paid over.  Th e tax  co llecto r shall m ake repo rts, in

writing . ..  on the first day of each month, or within 20 days thereafter, except as h ereinafter p rovided, to the Auditor of

Pu blic  Accounts and to the clerk of the board of sup erv isors, of  all taxes collected  by  him  during the preceding month for

the state,  levee and county respectively, and if he has collected none , the  report sha ll be  m ade out and  state  tha t fac t.  He

shall, at or w ithin  the  sam e tim e, pay  over a ll taxe s co llected to  the State Treasurer; however, all  taxes collected by him for

the cou nty shall be pa id into the coun ty treasury  on the day such taxes are collected or on the next business day thereafter.

1918, 137; 1985, HB 1226; 1986, 305.

Cro ss references--

As to collector's report of insolvencies,  see §27-49-1.

As to d eb its and c red its to tax collector by  coun ty aud itor, see §19 -17 -13 , et seq.

As to penalty on tax collector for failure to make settlement, see §97-11-47.

27-29-13.  Final report at end of fiscal year.   The tax collector's final report and settlement .. . for the taxes

of any fiscal year shall  be made on or within 15 days after the first day of November next thereafter.   If  the tax collector

fails  to make any repo rt, or to  pay over any taxes ... du e, he shall pay  dam ages o f 30 %  thereon, and  interest o n sa id amount

and damages at the rate of 6% per annum.  1934, 188.



27-29-21.  Suits against tax collector for default in payment.   If  any collector fail to pay into the

treasury  the amount of taxes due the county within the time prescribed, the district attorney or any attorney employed by

the boa rd of sup erv isors shall  proceed to institute suit  against him on notification of same by the clerk of the board of

supervisors.  1942, 10001.

27-29-25.  Failure of collector to report--suspended.  A tax collector, having received tax money, is under

a positive duty to pay over the same to the proper authorities on the first day of the month imm ediately following such

collection, or within 20 days thereafter, under the penalty of being subject to suspension from office, and the payment of

30% dam ages.  1942, 10003.

27-29-27.  Clerk to examine the report.  W henever the tax collector shall  make a report as provided, it sha ll

be the duty of the clerk of the board of supervisors to examine the same and to carefully comp are it with the duplicate tax

receipts, the cash book, and all  other books and records in the tax collector's office pertaining to the collection of taxes, and

to certify that the report be true and correct or not.   1888, 33-34.

27-29-29.  Liability of assessor and collector.   The assessor and collector,  with their sureties, shall  be

sev era lly held liable . ..  and bound to pay the county or state the full  amount of all  sums lost to either or both, from the

failure or neglect of the assessor to assess, return, or otherwise faithfully to complete his assessment, or from any neglect

of the  co llecto r to collect the taxes assessed. . ..   The failure of the assessor to assess or the collector to collect shall  not

relieve any taxpayer of the liability to pay the taxes in question.  1942, 1005.

27-29-31.  Tax collector about to go out of office--duties required of him and his sureties and
of the board of supervisors and county auditor.  Ev ery  tax  co llecto r, at the ex pira tion  of h is term  of o ffice , sha ll

file with the clerk of the board of supervisors,  on the first M onday in January, a l ist of all  the uncollected taxes for the

current fiscal year, w hich sh all show  the nam e of ev ery person owing taxes, the amount of personalty assessed thereto and

the description, section, township, range, and assessed valuation of realty assessed thereto.  Said list shall  be copied from

the assessment rolls in the order that the assessments appear thereon.  The board of supervisors and the  coun ty aud itor sh all

carefu lly exam ine  said  taxes o n so  m uch o f said  list tha t they fin d to  be  truly  and corre ctly  unco llected, and  the  board  sha ll

charge the succeeding tax collector with all  taxes so found to be uncollected, etc.   1942, 10006.

27-29-33.  Statement furnished auditor and payment by collector.   The clerk of the board of

supervisors  shall  furnish to the auditor of public accounts a certified copy of the list of uncollected taxes, furnished by the

retiring tax  co llecto r, on  or b efo re the first d ay  of F ebrua ry, a fter it has b een filed , to ge th er w ith certified transcripts of

orders of the board of supervisors relative thereto.  The retiring tax collector shall , within 10 days after the expiration of

his  term  of o ffice , pay in to sta te, co un ty, and  levee  treasuries a ll taxe s co llected by h im  and payab le there in, and  sha ll,

within such time limit,  make his final settlement.  1942, 10007.

CHAPTER 31.  AD VALOREM TAXES--GENERAL EXEMPTIONS

27-31-1 through 27-31-117.  Ad valorem taxes--general exemptions.  These sections, comprising the

whole of Chapter 31, Title 27, deal with general exemptions from ad valorem taxation.

27-31-77 through 27-31-87.  Mineral documentary stamp tax. Th ere  is lev ied  and sh all be paid and

collected a docum entary  or transfer tax, to be known as the mineral documentary tax, upon the fil ing or record ing o f every

lease and o ther writing  executed w hereby there  is created  a lea seh old  interest in  any nonproducing oil , gas or other m inerals

from  any lands in Mississippi.. .The said tax shall  be a lien upon interest leased, assigned,. ..and the amount to be pa id sh all

be determined from a formula contained in Section 27-31-79 hereof.  The tax shall  be payable by the grantee or grantees

named  in and  the  beneficiary o r rea l party in  interest u nd er sa id lease , deed, con ve ya nc e.. .The tax shall  be paid by the

purchase of documentary tax stamps from the chancery clerk of the county in which the land affected is situate. ..From the

taxes so c ollected  the  chancery c lerk  sha ll retain  5% as a fee for the collection thereof,  and shall  pay the remainder into the

coun ty depo sitory , one-half to the co m m on  coun ty fu nd  and one-ha lf to the co m m on  sch oo l fun d. T he  state  tax comm ission

shall cause to be prepared and distributed to the chancery clerks of the state, the docum entary stamps called for in these



sections.  Sa id stam ps sha ll be  sold  at actual cost.  Clerks shall  be accountable for all  such stamps received by them.  1946,

409; 1985, SB 2718; 1985, 455.

27-31-105. Revise procedure by which applications are made to local governments for tax
exemption. 1995, 544; 2000, 591.

27-31-109.  Board of supervisors may grant industrial tax exemptions. 

CHAPTER 33.  AD VALOREM TAXES--HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS

27-33-1 through 27-33-65.  Homestead exemption, generally.   [All of Chapter 33 is devoted to the

general provisions of the laws relat ing to hom estead  exem ption from  ad valorem  taxes.  O nly a few  sections w ill are

inc luded  here.]

27-33-3.  Homestead exemptions.   Homes legally assessed on the land roll  and actually occupied as a bona

fide hom e by bon a fide reside nts o f this s tate w ho  are  heads of  fam ilies sh all be ex em pt fro m  the  ad  va lorem  taxes h ere in

enumerated, on not in excess of $7,500.00 of the assessed value including an area of land not in excess of that specified

hereinafter in this article.   Remainder of statute details persons eligible for homestead exemptions.  1974, 508; 1975, 457;

1979, 302; 1980, 505; 1984, 453.

Cro ss references--

As to levy to defray cost of reappraisal not being reimbu rsable under homestead exemption law, see §27-39-325.

As to exclusion of ad valorem tax levy to support operation of youth court from reimbursement under homestead

exemption, see §19-9-96.

As to inapplicability of homestead exemption to levies for assistance of veterans, see §35-3-21.

27-33-31.  Duty of applicant for homestead exemption. 
(1) It shall be the duty  of every p erso n w ho  is elig ible  for, and desires the homestead exemption provided for

in this article, to com ply w ith the following  provisions:

(a) He shall  make annual written application to the county tax assessor on the prescribed form, on

or before the first day of April . Applications not on file on or before April  1 of the current year

may  not be filed, may not be dated back, may not be accepted by the assessor,  may not be

allowed by the board of supervisors, and may not be considered by the comm ission, excepting

as provided in paragraph (b) of this section.

Any  person who has on file with the tax assessor a valid allowed  claim  for homestead exemption

filed on or after January 1, 1991, shall  not be required  to annually thereafter reapply for such

claim  for exem ption but sh all be credited with such exemption each year so long as such person

is entit led to homestead exemption on the same property and there has been no chang e in  the

pro perty description, ownership, use or occupancy since January 1 of the preceding year.  In the

event changes have occurred in the status of the homestead in the property description,

ownership, use or occupancy since Jan uary 1  of the p reced ing  year, and  in the event such person

is stil l eligible for homestead exemption, he shall  fi le a new application and provide all  the

information required under this section as for the initial application. However, the requirement

to file a new application shall not apply to a surviving spouse who is still  eligible for homestead

exemption. If the dec eased sp ouse  qualified for the exemption prov ided in  Sec tion 27 -33-6 7(2),

but the surviving spo use do es not qualify for such exem ption, the surviving spou se m ust file a

new application for homestead exemption.

(b) In cases where the governor declares by written proclamation that the courthouse or other place

that the tax assessor's office m ay  be  located  is dam aged  to su ch  an  ex ten t that it is no t possib le

to acc ep t applications  for h om estead  exem ption, then  the  governo r m ay  ex tend th e period for

filing by a  period no t to exceed thirty days.

(c) He shall make the application in quadruplicate.



(d) He shall mak e separate app lications, as p rov ided abo ve , to the respective assessors if  the pro perty

claimed  for exemption lies in two counties,  first with the assessor of the county of residence, and

then with the assessor of the othe r county, sub m itting at the sam e time two  copies of the first

app lication, certified by the cha nce ry clerk a s spec ified by S ection 2 7-33 -23(f).

(e) He shall deliver to the assessor the application marked "original," the copy m arked "dup licate ,"

and the co py  m arked  "trip licate ."

(f) He shall retain the copy m arked "quadruplicate" as evidence that the application was made and

filed, which quadru plicate m ay  be  filed  with the board if  the original and duplicate are lost;  and

certified copies of the quadruplicate may be used w hen so ordered by the board, not later than

the meeting of the board held in March of the year following the year in which the application

was executed, under such rules and regulations as the comm ission shall prescribe.

(g) He shall state on the applicat ion the name of the owner of the property, and the num ber and

status of all  occupants of the home, other than the owner's family.

(h) He sha ll state th e fu ll name of the applicant, whether the same as the name of the owner or no t.

(i) He shall give a parcel number, which shall clearly locate and identify it , and state the acreage

contained, as prescribed in Section 27-33-27.

(j) He shall state the kind of title, or ownership right held, from whom  and how obtained, and the

nam es of all present own ers.

(k) He shall  state the number of book and page where the deed, or other conveyance or evidence of

ownership, is of p ub lic record, or attach to both the original and duplicate application a certified

copy of the co nv eyance by  which title  is claimed, or copies  supp orted b y affidav it of the holder,

or by one who has seen and verified the original;  or such other evidence of ti tle as may be

required by the comm ission; and the instrument by which ti tle is claimed shall be placed of

record, if  it  may be admitted to record.

(l) He sh all sta te the p rice  for w hich the prop erty  was sold and conveyed to the owner, the amount

of the  unpa id p rinc ipa l, if any , and the  terms of payment thereof, if it was acquired by the owner

after July 1, 1938, as evidenced by the date of the acknowledgm ent of the conveyance.  The

purchase price and the amou nt of unpaid principal shall not be required mo re than one time.

(m) He shall state if any part of the dw elling or land is rented or leased, and the kind of business

conducted in the home or on the land.

(n) He shall  furnish all  the information required by the application, which must be true and correc t,

and he m ust sup ply  it in the  even t he  does n ot p repare  the  application w ith h is ow n hand.  The

information given on the application must not be made or inserted by the assessor or by anyone,

except as furnished by the ap plican t.

(o) He shall  make the  orig ina l application in  person o r in such manner as may be provided under the

rules and regu lation s of  the  com m ission;  or  i t may  be  m ade by h is ag en t or a ttorney , du ly

constituted in writing, an d a co py o f such  written au thority, duly  sworn to and acknowledged or

attested by two competent witnesses shall be attached to each the original,  the duplicate, and the

triplicate  application for homestead exemption; but the husband or wife may sign for the other

if l iving in the same dwelling.

(p) He sha ll make af fidavit to  the  application and  to the tru th o f all statements made and answ ers to

questions contained therein, and the oath may be administered by the tax as sessor, a mem ber of

the board  of supervisors, or any  other officer authorized by  law to take ack now ledgm ents.

(q) He sha ll give su ch  other pertinen t info rm ation as m ay  be  required by the com m ission, and he

shall pro m ptly  give any information requested, and answer any question propounded by the

assessor or m em ber of the board of supe rvisors.

(r) W hen an applicant has filed  a tim ely  application but has failed to make known his eligibili ty for

an add itional exem ptions p rovided fo r in Sec tion 27 -33-6 7(2), then an application for additional

hom estead exem ption m ay be filed under such  rules and regu lations as the com m ission sh all

prescribe.

(2) The boa rd of supervisors may authorize a charge of fifty cents per subsequent annual renewal application,

which is retu rned by the applicant by mail, to be used toward defraying the expense of the mailing process of the

subsequent annual renewal application.  The charge provided for herein shall not be assessed against any person returning

the subsequent annual renewal application in person.



(3) In addition to any other fine, imprisonm ent or sentence which m ay b e im pos ed fo r violation of the

M ississ ipp i Hom estead Exemption Law of 1946, any person who violates such law through fraudulent application or by

willful failure to notify the tax assessor of changes in the status of the homestead, when required to do so under subsection

(1)(a) of this section, shall  be guilty of a felony and upon conviction may be punished by a fine of not more than fiv e

thousand dollars ($5,000.00) or by imprisonment for not more than two (2) years, or both.  1975, 457; 1976, 426; 1979,

302; 1984, 453; 1991, 390, 602; 1993, 513; 1998, 450; 2002, 436.

27-33-33.  Duty of tax assessor.  The cou nty tax  assesso r shall perform  such duties as are generally required

by him  by  this a rticle and  with respect to exempt homesteads, and the application therefo r, and h is du ties a re sp ecifically

defined as follow s:

(a) He sh all, in each year the  land ro ll is m ade , require tha t all land s and  building s which h ave  been  or are

claimed  for homestead exemption be separately assessed on the land roll; and he shall,  in the case of homestead lands not

already sep ara tely  assessed  on  the  land ro ll,  prepare proper notice to the board of supervisors requesting that the land

assessment roll be ch anged so  tha t all ho m estead  pro perty sha ll be sepa rately assessed; and in the case  of newly constructed

dw ellings, he sh all carefully insp ect the sam e and  recom m end  to the bo ard the value at which such dwellings should be

assessed; and when rural lands are divided and a part included in the homestead exemption, he shall  assess the respective

trac ts at the value used for cultivab le lan ds  and fo r un cu ltivab le lan ds , and fa irly assess homesteads and nonhomesteads

at the sam e prop ortion to  true  va lue . 

(b) He shall keep available a supply of the prescribed blank homestead exemption applications, and he sha ll

requ ire each applicant to p rop erly  execute the application in entire conformity with the requirements of Section 27-33-31.

(c) He shall  aid the applicant in executing the application.

(d) He shall notify the applicant if an application for homestead exemption is incorrect or incom ple te in  any

substantial particular, and require that it be properly and com pletely executed before accepting it for delivery to the clerk.

(e) He sh all, w hen an app licatio n is accep ted  by  him , retain  the  orig ina l, the d up licate  and the trip licate .  He

shall endorse "filed" on the quadruplicate with the date and his official signature and return it  to the applicant as evidence

of the application and that i t was filed.

(f) He shall  promptly give to the board of supervisors any knowledge or information he may have, or any

fact he may have knowledge of,  bearing on the eligibili ty of the applying person or pro pe rty  and not revealed in the

application; and note on the application any condition requiring special consideration.

(g) He shall , on the first day of eac h m on th, deliver to  the  clerk o f the  board  of sup erv isors all o riginals and

duplicates of applications for homestead exemption received and accepted by him during the preceding month.

(h) He shall  attend all  meetings of the board w hen any  m atter  with respect to hom estead  exem ptions  is being

considered  by  it and  sha ll render such  ass istance  and perfo rm  suc h se rvices a s the  board  m ay  direct from  time to  time.  

(i) He shall , at least ten (10) days but not m ore  than thirty (30) days prior to Ap ril 1 of each  year, pub lish

notice in a newspaper having general circulation in the county in which he serves as tax assessor informing persons who

are receiving homestead exemption that the tax assessor must be notified if changes have occurred in  the status of the

hom estead in the pro perty description, ownership, use or occupancy since January 1 of the preceding year and that, in the

event such persons are stil l eligible for homestead exemption, a new application for homestead exemption must be filed.

1975, 457; 1984, 453; 1991, 390, 602; 1993, 324.

27-33-35.  Duties of clerk of board of supervisors.  The c lerk of the board  of sup erv isors shall keep a ll

records and  doc um ents relating to  hom estead  exem ption m atters com ing before the  boa rd and pe rform  such  services  as are

gene rally required of him b y Section 19-3-27 , and in add ition to such gen eral duties.

(a) He shall  receive applications for homestead exemption as they  are de livered to h im b y the tax  assesso r,

as requ ired in Section 2 7-33 -33(g ); and before June 1 and in the manner prescribed by the rules and regulations of the Tax

Com mission, he  sha ll forw ard  the  orig ina ls of  all applications to the comm ission in Jackson, M ississippi, and (1) on the

first day o f each  regular m on thly  m eeting  of the board o f supervisors  he  sha ll presen t to it all applications for homestead

exemption in his hands at that time for the board's consideration, as directed hereafter in this article,  (2) when not in use,

said  applications shall be kept on file in alphabet ical order, and (3 ) at the en d o f each  curren t year he sh all deliver sa id

du plicate h om estead  exem ption app licatio ns  to the ch ancery c lerk  of the co un ty to be held by him as a public record for

at least three years.  This shall  also include all applications disallowed by the board.

(b) He sha ll make the supplemental roll  of homestead exemptions granted from the applications therefor (not

from  the land ro ll), the  year the lan d ro ll is made, as soon as reasonably possible after the roll  has been approved by the



comm ission and has been finally approved of minute record by the board of supervisors,  and only after the board has

approved o r disapprove d all applications.

(c) He shall  make the supplemental roll  as prescribed by the comm ission.

(d) He shall make the proper entry in all columns on the supplemental roll , as defined in Section 27-3 3-11 (m),

and sha ll  add  truly  and corre ctly  each  co lu m n of v alues o f said  roll and  car ry th e results the reo f to the g rand to tal; an d sh all

certify a copy of the supplemental roll  to the tax collector in the same manner as the regular assessment roll is certified.

(e) He sh all m ake in  triplica te the supplemental roll  and the original shall  be forwarded imm ediately to the

comm ission, one copy shall be attached to the original land assessment roll, and the other copy shall  be delivered to the

tax collector as a legal part of the regular land assessment roll, as provided by Section 27-33-11(m).  In counties having

two jud icial d istricts, h e sh all m ake four cop ies, one  for each judic ial d istrict, o r sep ara te ro lls for each district , as may be

directed by order of the board o f supervisors .  The original supplemental roll shall be forwarded to the comm ission no later

than D ecem ber 31 of each  year.

(f) He shall also prepare two certificates of tax loss from the approved applications for homestead exemption

and from current legally completed land assessment roll, including the supplemental roll as defined in S ection 2 7-33 -11(n ),

which certificates shall be made on forms to be prescribed and furnished by  the  com m ission.  One certificate shall reflect

the tax loss incurred because of the exemptions provided to applicants under the age of sixty-five and not disabled as

defined in this article,  and the other shall reflect the tax loss incurred because of the exemptions provided to applicants aged

sixty-five or over and disabled as defined in this article.

The cer tificate s shall show  truly  and correctly the total number of applications allowed for homestead exemption

and the total tax loss resulting from app lications allowed for hom estead exemption; and such additional information as the

comm ission may require.

The cer tificates  sha ll be  m ade in  triplica te an d be ce rtified  by  him  as b eing tru e an d corre ct; an d not la ter  than

Decem ber 31 of each year he shall  forward the original certificates to the com m ission, deliver the dup licate  cer tificate s to

the tax co llecto r, and re tain  the triplicate certificates in his file as a public record.  Certificates received later than June 1

of the  year fo llow ing  the  year in  which the su pp lem ental roll is made shall  not be considered for reimbursement by the

comm ission.  1975, 457; 1984, 453; 1991, 390, 602; 1993, 513; 2001, 334; 2002, 369.

27-33-37.  Duties and powers of the board of supervisors.  The b oard  of sup ervisors sh all perform  the

duties impo sed by  this article on the m em bers, the  preside nt, and  the  board  as a  un it, with the powers and authority granted

and as necessary for the proper administration of the article,  and specifically as set out in this section.

(a) At each regular monthly meeting the president of the board shall  require of and receive from the clerk of

the board all applications for homestead exemption having come into his hands as provided in  Section 27-33 -35  of th is

article.

(b) As soon as practicable after convening, at  each regular monthly meeting, the board , in the  ligh t of pub lic

records, personal knowledge, information given by the assessor,  and any other reliable source of information that may be

available, shall exam ine each ap plication w hich has b een de livered to the clerk by the tax assessor, and pa ss upo n its

correctness and  the eligibility of the pro perty and o f the perso n, under the  law , as fully as may be do ne before final

appro va l, after the land roll has been finally approved of minutes record; and the board shall  carefully consider and construe

the relationship between buyers and sellers of property on wh ich homestead exem ption is  sough t, and the terms, cond itions,

rate  of in terest, paym ents m ade an d to  be  m ade, of all co nv eyances do ub tful in  such respect.   One (1) member of the bo ard

shall check each application prior to the time for final approval, and sha ll ind icate  if i t should be approved, disapproved,

or if  it  required further investigation.

(c) If any application be found incorrect or incomplete in any particular required by law, or deficient in any

respect,  the board shall  give no tice im m ediately  to the ap plican t, in writing, by mail, advising the applicant of the defect

and the nature thereof, so that the applicant may correct same, if it  can be corrected, before the time for final action by the

board.

(d) The year in which the land roll  is made, at  the meeting of the board  of sup ervisors  at w hich the ce rtifica te

of the comm ission finally approving the land assessment roll is received and entered in its minutes, and at the September

meeting the board of supervisors shall complete the consideration of each and  every  application for homestead exemption;

and all  applications, or claim s, no t clea rly w ithin  the  pro visio ns  and requ irem ents of  this a rticle  shall  be disallowed by the

board.  W here it appears to the board, in a case or cases involving t ransactions com pleted after July 1, 1938, that

conveyances have been made without bona fide consideration, and  liens tak en  with questionab le consideration or values,

or wh ere the paym ents on the p rincipal have no t been m ade as requ ired, or there is evidence of  any kind that the



transactions were not bona fide in every particular, and were entered into for the purpose of obtaining a homestead

exemption contrary to the letter and spirit  of law, the application shall  be disallowed.

(e) Each application shall be plainly endo rsed "allowed" or "disallowe d" as the case  may  be, over the date,

and the signature of the president of the board, who may use a facsimile stamp  for the purposes; and, in the space provided

on the  application for that purpose, there shall be entered for each assessment, (1) the page and line number of the

assessment on the land roll, (2) the total number of acres,  (3) the total assessed value of the land, (4) the assessed value of

the buildings, (5) the total assessed value of the exempted land and buildings, (6) the assessed value of the land and

buildings not exempted, (7) the name of the road district, if any, in which the property lies, and (8) the name  of the school

district in which the p roperty lies.

(f) All applicants, whose applications are finally disallowed by the board , sha ll be given  no tice im m ediately

by the board, in writing, by mail.  Petit ions and objections by applicants for correction or amendm ent shall  be hear by the

board at the next regular meeting of the board after notice that the application was finally disallowed.

(g) It shall not be necessary that an order be entered on the minutes of the board which allows or disallows

an application as prov ided by paragraph  (f) he reo f, un less  there be a d ivisio n am on g the board m em bers, the n an o rde r shall

be entered on the minutes recording the aye and nay vote.

(h) The board  of sup erv isors shall have, an d is h ereby  given , the  power and  au tho rity to  summ on and examine

witnesses under oath, to examine records, and to do any and  all oth er th ings ne cessary and  pro per to asce rtain  the  fac ts w ith

respect to any application, or claim, for homestead exemption presented to it .  The board shall  disallow any application for

hom estead exem ption w hen it is found that the person or the property was ineligible, after the supplemental roll is approved

and within one (1) year after than in which the application w as execu ted; and  it shall correct, likewise , any and a ll errors

found in the  sup plem en t roll.  W hen an application is disallowed by the board after the supplemental roll has been

approved, it shall give notice and  proceed  as in the case o f a rejection by the comm ission.  A certified copy of the order

fina lly disa llow ing  an  application, and  m aking  a co rrec tion  in the supplemental roll  must be adopted before the last M onday

of Aug ust and sh all be received by the comm ission no later than September 15 of the year following the year in which the

supplement roll was made.

(i) At the first regular or special meeting of the board of supervisors held after the supplemental roll, required

by Se ction 27-33-35 of this article, has been made, it shall examine the said roll,  and if found correct shall en ter in  the

minutes an order approving the same; and the applications disallowed shall be listed in the m inu tes b y nam e an d am ou nt,

w ith the reaso n fo r disallowance.  A copy  of said  ord er sh all be attached  to the su pp lem ental ro ll and se nt to  the

comm ission.

(j) All applicants whose applications are rejected for reimbu rsement of tax loss by the comm ission, after

having been allowed by the board , sha ll be given notice immediately by the board, in writing, by mail, with the reasons

for the rejection by the comm ission, and the applicants shall have thirty (30) days in which to file objections thereto, which

objections shall  be heard by the boa rd at the  sam e or the  next regu lar m eeting  after the  application sh all be allo wed , it sha ll

continue the matter in its record, and present its objection to the  rejection, with evidence in support of same, to the

comm ission.  All applications  fina lly rejected by the comm ission shall be disallowed by  the  board , and ente red  of m inu te

record.

(k) W hen the board shall  receive notice from the commission that an application for homestead exemption

has been rejected by the comm ission for reimbursement of tax loss, the board sha ll proceed  in the m anner pre scrib ed  in

paragraph (j) he reo f.  Upo n the hearing  of o bjections  of the ap plican t, if the b oard fin ds  tha t the  application should be

disallowed, it sha ll so o rde r and notify  the  com m ission that its rejection has been "accepted."  If the board is of the opinion

tha t the  application sh all be allo wed , it sha ll no tify the co m m ission that it ob jects  to the rejection of the application, and

shall  submit, in writing, its reasons for the "objection."  All such matters between the board and the comm ission may be

concluded by correspondence, or by personal appearance of the board, or one or more of its mem bers,  the clerk, or the

assesso r, or by a representative of the comm ission present at  any meeting of the board.  The decision of the comm ission

rejecting an app licatio n fo r reim bu rsem ent of the tax  loss  sha ll be  fina l, and the board sha ll disallow the application and

proceed as hereinafter provided.

(l) It shall be the duty of the board, and it is hereby given the power to order the tax collector,  by an order

entered on  its m inutes, to reassess, and list as subject to all taxes, the property described in an application for hom estead

exem ption and  as entered on  the regular land assessm ent roll, under the following circum stances:

(i) W hen an app lication for ho m estead exem ption is finally rejected by the com m ission fo r

reimbursement of tax loss which has been regularly approved by the board and entered on the

supplemental roll; or

(ii) W here an application has been wrongfully allowed by the board.



W hen any property has been reassessed as herein provided, all  additional taxes due as a result  of such reassessment

shall become due and be payable on or before the first day of February of the year following that in which notice to make

the reassessment is issued; and if not paid, the tax collector shall  proceed to sell  the property for the additional taxes in the

sam e manner and at the same time other property is sold for the current year's taxes, or he may collect  the taxes b y a ll

methods by which other taxes on real estate may be collected.  Provided, no penalty or interest shall be applied for any

period prior to February 1 of the year following that in which the reassessment is made, and provided further, that such

reassessment shall not take effect or becom e a lien on the prop erty of bona  fide purchase s or  encum brances for value

without no tice th ereof, u nless there  sha ll have  been  filed  prio r to their a ttaining such status a notice of rejection in the

chance ry clerk's o ffice  in the co un ty in which the property is located, which notice sh all be reco rded  and  index ed as  are

deeds; bu t the  applican t sha ll in all case s rem ain  persona lly liab le fo r such  reassessm ent.

(m) The board of supervisors may em ploy the clerk of the board to collect and assemble data and information

and to perform the services required of the board by paragraph (e) of this section and to  m ake investiga tions req uired in

connection with the duties of the board in determining the eligibility of hom estead exemptions and to perform all other

ministerial duties required of the board in connection with administering the Hom estead Exem ption Law  and as directed

by the  board .  If the  board  em ploys  the  clerk, he sh all be paid  ou t of the genera l coun ty fu nd  as fo llow s:  for  the  first tw o

thousand (2,000) applications he may, in the discretion of the board, be paid not exceeding One Dollars ($1.00) each, for

the next tw o thou san d (2 ,000) app licatio ns  he  m ay  be  pa id not exceeding S even ty-fiv e C en ts ($.75) each, for the nex t two

thousand (2,0 00 ) application he m ay  be  pa id not exceeding F ifty C en ts ($ .50 )  each , for th e nex t two thousand (2,000)

applications he may be paid not exceeding Thirty-five Cents ($.35) each, all over the above number he shall  be paid not

exceeding Tw enty-fiv e C en ts ($.2 5) each.  T he  board  sha ll require  the  assessor to  correc tly desc ribe  all lands  inc luded  in

any applications for homestead exemption, and to assess all  such lands on the land assessment roll, separately from other

lands, as required by this article; and to present to the board all proper and necessary notices for the correct ion of land

descriptions on the roll , changes in ownership, and for increases and decreases in the assessments of exempt homes.  1984,

453; 1991, 390, 602; 1993, 513; 1997, 345.

27-33-41.  Duties and powers of state tax commission; administration; reimbursement.   See code.

27-33-51.  Duties of tax collectors.   The tax collectors of the several counties of the state shall perform such

duties as a re genera lly imposed upon them by the laws of this state with respect to the collection of taxes and the payment

of sam e into the proper acc oun ts; and in addition to such ge neral duties:

(a) He shall , upon receipt of a duly certified copy of the order of the board of supervisors, adopted under the

provisions of Section 27-33-37(l),  correct the supplemental roll  as required by said order and list  as subject to all taxes the

assessed value of hom es in all cases to the extent directed by the order of the board; and he shall change the supplemental

roll for the year,  or years, in accord with the order of the board, so as to show the additional taxes due  and  he sh all prepare

a tax receipt therefor, with proper references to the board, the year or years for which the additional taxes are levied, and

to the page and line of the supplemental roll  where the assessment is l isted.

(b) He sha ll collect a ll additiona l taxes  on or before the first day of February of the year following that in

which the notice is issued to make the  correc tion  and reassessm ent, and the collection of taxes shall be made in the same

mann er and a t the  sam e tim e tax es a re collected  on  other p rop erty , if  any, of the same owner; and he shall give to the

taxpaye r a separate receipt for such add itional taxes.

(c) He sh all g ive  to a ll taxp ayers h av ing  an  exem pted hom e und er the term s of  this a rticle  a tax receipt made

in the manner and form directed by Sections 27-41-33 and 27-41-35, and this requirement shall apply to receipts given for

additional taxes as provided by paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section.

(d) He sha ll co llect a ll taxe s du e to  the  ex ten t required by th is artic le; an d it sh all be h is du ty to  co llect said

taxes, including additional taxes as provided by paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section, by sale of the property in the manner

provided by law in the case of other real property, and by any other method or means provided by law for the collection

of taxes levied against real property.  1975, 457; 1984, 453.

27-33-63.  Chapter provisions modified and clarified; restrictions on eligibility; limitations on
reimbursement; persons in armed services.  

(1) The provisions of the "Homestead Exemption Law of 1946" are hereby mod ified and clarified as stated

in the subsequ ent sub sections  of this section , and a ll restrictions, limitations and c han ges m ade  by this section are

supplemental to and cumulative of the provisions now contained in said law of 1946.



(2) A  hom e, as  defined in  this a rticle, sha ll be  the  legal dom icile o f the  ow ner and h is family group, excepting

in those case s w here the law  perm its exem ption to  an owner w ho m aintains a h om e for de pen den ts of the claim ant or w here

the law permits an exemption to an owner who  ho lds a  rem ainder inte rest in  the  dw elling  and e ligib le lan d as de fined in

Section 27 -33 -17 (h). A ll eligib le cla imants for ho m estead  exem ption in  all ins tances shall have  the ir legal dom icile in  the

state  of M ississ ipp i, shall  be subject to the jurisdiction of this state,  shall be subject to and comply with the income  tax laws,

shall be subject to and comply with the road and bridge privilege tax laws thereof,  and shall  not be an elector in any other

state.

No claimant for homestead exemption shall  be eligible for exemption if the claimant or the claimant's spouse has

failed to comply with the income tax laws of this state or if  the claimant or the claiman t's spouse  claim s tha t he  or she  is

a resident of some other state when assessed with incom e taxes in this state.

No claim ant for h om estead  exem ption sh all be elig ible  for exem ption if the  claim ant or the cla imant's spo use in

the hom estead has failed to comply with the road and bridge privilege tax laws or asserts that any motor vehicle owned by

and/or in the possession of any one or more of such persons, in whole or in part,  has its legal situs in som e o the r state .

Displaying a license plate of some other state on such motor vehicle shall be prima facie proof that such assertion has been

made.

Hom estead exemption applications disapproved or disallowed  exclusively because of the failure of the claimant

or the claimant's spouse to comp ly with the incom e tax laws and/or road and b ridg e privilege  tax  law s of  this s tate  may be

subsequently  approved or allowed, as the case may be, when sufficient proof is submitted that suc h tax laws ha ve  been  fully

com plied with by su ch perso ns.

(3) Th e prov ision s of  this sec tion  sha ll apply  to and govern the taxes levied fo r the  fisca l year end ing  in 1948

and to each fiscal year thereafter.   1975, 457; 1984, 453; 1991, 602; 1994, 561.

CHAPTER 35.  AD VALOREM TAXES--ASSESSMENT

27-35-1 through 27-35-163.  Ad valorem taxes--assessment.  [The entirety of Chapter 35 is concerned

with ad valorem  taxes and  assessm ents.]

27-35-4.  Rate of assessments.  

(1) All Class I property, as defined in Section 112, M ississippi Constitution of 1890, shall be assessed at the

rate of ten percent of true value.

(2) All Class II property and Class III property, as defined in Section 112, Mississippi Constitution of 1890,

shall be assessed at the rate of fifteen percent of true value.

(3) A ll Class IV p roperty and  Class V property, as defined in Section 112, M ississippi Constitution of 1890,

shall  be assessed at the rate of thirty percent of true value.  1986, 447.

27-35-55.  How land roll made up .   1986, 388.

27-35-63.  Land sold to state assessed.   Lands which have been  sold  to the state for taxes shall be assessed

in proportion to their true value, if the time for redemption has not expired, and if any of that, subject to redemption, be

redeemed from  the  state , all taxes fo r which it w as sold  and dam ages and  costs, an d a ll sub seq uently  acc ruin g sta te, co un ty

or other taxes due on it up to and including the year of redemption, if  the county taxes have been levied at the date of

redem ption, sh all be paid  by  the  person redeem ing  it.  1980 , 505. 

27-35-67.  Land redeemed or purchased from state assessed.   All lands redeemed under the provisions

of this chapter, or purchased from the state in any manner, shall  thereafter be assessed as the property of individuals,  and

the tax collector shall  thereafter, in his settlement of state, county, or other taxes, be required to account for all taxes on such

lands which may be lawfully due, and which he should collect.   1942, 9778.

27-35-71.  School lands taxable when leased.   All school lands known as the 16th sections, reserved for

the use of schoo ls, or land s reserved  or g ran ted  in lieu  of o r as a  sub stitute  for th e 16th  sections, shall be liable,  after the

sam e sh all have been leased, to be taxed as other lands are taxed during the continuance of the lease; but in case of sale

thereof for taxes, only the ti tle of the lessee or his assignee shall pass by the sale.   1942, 9780.



27-35-73.  Assessor not to be paid unless whole county on roll.  Co m pensation sh all not be allowed

to the assessor unless he show on the assessment roll  an assessment of all  the land in his county; and it shall  be the  du ty

of the  board  of sup erv isors to care fully  com pare the as sessm ent roll w ith the  tow nship  m aps of  the  coun ty, w ith a  view to

the enforcement of this provision.  1942, 9781.

27-35-83.  Supervisors to equalize rolls--notice to taxpayers.  Th e board o f supervisors  sha ll

imm ediately  at the July meeting proceed to equalize such rolls and shall  complete such equalization at least ten days befo re

the August meeting, and shall  imm ediately by newspaper publication notify the public that such rolls so equalized are ready

for inspection and examination.  In counties having two judicial districts, the board shall by order designate on what days

during Aug ust it will  begin in each of the two  districts upon  its hearing o f objections, and these  days shall be named in the

said  notice, and the board shall  be au tho rized to  ho ld its se ssions  in the tw o d istricts resp ective ly as de sign ated  in the order

aforesaid.  Th e fo regoing p rov ision  with re ference to  coun ties w ith tw o judic ial d istric ts  shal l apply to any subsequent

meetings whereo f no tice to  taxpayers is necessary  to be given.  Hem ingway's 1921 Supp § 7769c1; 1930, 3162; 1942, 9786;

1920, 323.

Cross references-

Changes in assessments, see §§ 27-35-143 to 27-35-149.

Duties and powers of board of supervisors as to homestead exemptions, see § 27-33-37.

Equalization of assessments by board of supervisors,  see § 27-35-131.

Validation, correction, or revision of land roll , see § 27-35-133.

Consideration of land roll  and procedure for changes, see § 27-35-135.

27-35-101.  Surveys and appraisals authorized. 

The boa rd of sup ervisors  of any county in this state is hereby authorized in its discretion, to have the cultivatable,

uncultivatable, or timbered lands of any owner, or of the entire county or any part thereof,  surveyed and the acreage thereof

determined and the value of the  lands  and o f any tim ber, bu ildings  or im provements  thereon appraised by a competent

person or pe rsons , to be selec ted by  the bo ard o f supe rvisors, the co st thereof to b e paid  from  the genera l  county fund. 

The board of supervisors of any county is hereby authorized to have the lots and  blocks or  other tracts in the mun icipalities

of the county surveyed and the area determined, and the valuation thereof and of any buildings, structures , or  other

improvements thereon, appraised for the purpose of taxation in the same manner and at the same time that lands outside

of mun icipalities are surveyed and appraised. In case a survey and  appraisal is ordered, at  least thirty (30) days' notice by

publication shall  be given and competitive bids received for the work. When such survey and  appra isal is m ade, a

permanent record thereof shall  be made and preserved by the clerk of the board of supervisors, to which the tax assessor

of the coun ty shall at all tim es have  access.

The board of sup erv isors of  any cou nty  in this state having within its boundaries a municipality with a population

in excess  of one h und red fifty thousa nd (15 0,000 ) according to the latest federal census, is authorized to secure from such

m un icipality  surveys, appraisals and related materials made or caused to be m ade  by it for the valuation for assessment

purposes of property located in such municipality, and to pay to such municipality therefor out of the general county fund

such sum  or sum s as m ay b e agre ed u pon  betw een  such  boa rd of su perv isors and the governing authorities of such

municipality, all  of which may be done without the necessity of publication of notice for or the reception of bids.   1922,

267; 1930, 3170; 1942, 9794; 1972, 391.

27-35-103.  Pay of persons employed as estimators, surveyors and appraisers.   Any person or

persons employed by the board of supervisors as estimators,  surveyors  or  appraisers for the purpose of assisting in the

proper assessment of land and/or timber, shall be paid for their services out of the general fund.  No person related to any

mem ber of the board  of sup erv isors by  affin ity o r consangu inity , sha ll be appointed estimator or inspector or surveyor for

said  board.  The compensation for these services shall not exceed five cents per acre for estimating timber on upland land,

ten cents per acre for estimating timber on lowlands, etc.   1918, 185.

27-35-109.  Changes in rolls--duty of chancery clerk.  A ll changes m ade in  the  assessm ent rolls  by the

supervisors  sha ll be  en tered on sa id rolls by its clerk, and all  certificates required to be furnished by the bo ard o f supe rvisors

relating in any way to the assessment of property shall  be made by the chancery clerk.  1920, 323.



27-35-113  Tax commission to examine recapitulations of assessment rolls.  I t shall  be the duty of

the tax  com mission to  carefu lly examine the recapitulations of the assessment rolls of the counties . ..  The comm ission sha ll,

by regulation, establish performance standards and acceptable parameters for evaluation of the acc uracy  of a ssessm ents

... The com mission shall annually conduct assessment/ratio studies of each county or utilize other means . ..  to determine

if each county's assessment  records  com ply  with accep tab le perfo rm ance stan dards  ... An y cou nty  no t in co m pliance ...

shall, w ithin  ninety  days  ... adopt and submit to the comm ission for approval a plan  for ach ieving  com pliance  ... Failure

...  shall cause the comm ission to withhold the county's homestead exemption reimbursement monies.   1996, 510.

27-35-117. Duty of board of supervisors to make changes as directed by tax commission; appeal
of decision of commission.  W hen the president of the board of supervisors shall  receive the copy of the instructions

from  the Sta te Tax  Com m ission, he sh all imm ediately  call  a m eeting  of the board o f supervisors  of h is co un ty and  sha ll

give no tice th ereof b y pub licatio n, five days be fore  the  da te of the  m eeting  and sh all se t forth  in said notice the purpo se

of the  m eeting  and notify ing  all taxpayers that at the sa id meeting the board of supervisors will  carry out the orders of the

comm ission and that any taxpayer aggrieved by the action of the board may  present objections to said action.  W hen the

boa rd of supervisors convenes pursuant to the said call  and notice of the president,  it  shall proceed to  consider the

instructions of the State Tax Com mission, and if the board be dissatisfied with the decision o f the  Sta te Tax Comm ission,

the board may, by order,  appeal the decision as provided in Section 27-35-113.  The members of the  board , its attorney,

tax assessor and chancery clerk may  appear before the comm ission and give evidence with reference to the said decision.

In its aforesaid order,  the board may fix a day fo r its m eeting  for th e fu rthe r pe rform ance of its d uties req uired und er th is

section.  Th e sa id w itnesses shall ap pear befo re the S tate T ax  Com m ission in  its off ice at  Jackson w ithin  the  time

established by the comm ission, or they shall  lose their right to be heard.  The compensation and expenses, if any, shall  be

pa id by the board of supervisors of the county affected.  The comm ission shall  hear the complaints and objections of any

boa rd of supervisors and witnesses and may adopt an order modifying or  rescinding its form er order as the eviden ce so

requires bu t no t incon sisten t with the provisions of Section 27-35-113.  The decision of the comm ission when m ade sh all

be final and it shall be the du ty of the b oard  of sup ervisors  to im m ediately  take the ap pro pria te ac tion  in accord ance  with

the instructions of the comm ission.  1990, 498.

27-35-123.  Completion of rolls--clerk to prepare and file copies--penalty for failure.  W hen the

roll is finally com pleted b y the b oard  of sup ervisors (after eq ualization  of sam e), the clerk shall make two copies of each

roll,  but in counties having two judicial districts two for each district.  One copy shall be transmitted to the state tax

comm ission and one copy shall be delivered to the tax collector upon receipt of approval of the roll by the state tax

comm ission.  Th e original ro ll shall  be preserved in the office of the clerk.  The clerk shall make proper extensions of the

total am ou nt o f pro perty assessed to each taxpayer,  and shall  add every page of said copies and carry the results to the

recapitulation.  He shall  add the recapitulation and certify as to the correctness.  1984, 422.

27-35-153.  Addition to rolls by assessor.  The assessor,  after returning his roll,  may add any person or

thing to it  at  any time before the adjournment of the first equalization term of the board of supervisors.   1942, 9820.

27-35-519.  Clerks of board of supervisors to apportion payments between municipalities and
taxing districts.  Payments as determined by the State Tax Com mission shall  be sent to the clerk of the board of

supervisors of the counties of the state to which payments have been allocated, and the respective clerks shall  apportion

the county payment to the municipalit ies and other taxing d istricts  in proportion to the number of miles of railroad in the

municipality or other taxing districts to the number of miles of railroad in the entire county.  1989, 477.

27-35-701.  Taxation on Airline Company Aircraft.  1968, 594.

CHAPTER 37.  AD VALOREM TAXES--T.V.A. LIEU PAYMENTS

27-37-3.  Board of supervisors may enter into lieu payment agreements with United States.

27-37-301.  Payments by T.V.A. in lieu of taxes--apportionment.  The payments received .. . by the

state  of M ississippi and counties therein from the Tennessee Valley Authority . ..  shall be shared and apportioned among



the state and the counties' school districts and municipalities on a monthly basis thereof in which the said T.V.A. owns or

operates power property, on a formula contained in this section. 1976, 492; 1980, 442; 1986, 506; 1987, 518; 1994, 418.

27-37-303.  Distribution of state receipts.   At the end of each fiscal year, the state fiscal m anagem ent bo ard

shall ascerta in from  the  Tenn essee  Valley  Authority  to the extent it has the nec essary data available, and from o ther sources,

including electric power associations and other power distributors, to the extent i t does not,  the amount of power sales or

kilowatt-hou r sale s to con sum ers in  eac h cou nty  and m un icipality  in this state by the Tennessee Valley Authority or any

fac ility distributing such power and the book value of Tennessee Valley Authority power property in each Mississippi

coun ty and m un icipa lity in  which the Tennessee V alley  Authority  ho lds such p rop erty , and the m inim um  am ou nts p aid

or payable by the Tennessee Valley Authority in replacement of former county and m unicipal ad valorem taxes on pow er

properties purchased and opera ted  by  the  Tenn essee  Valley  Authority  in M ississ ipp i, if such in form ation is n ecessary  to

determine the apportionment of funds under  Section 27-37-301.  Thereafter, as funds are received from the Tennessee

Valley A utho rity, but not m ore frequently than monthly, the State Tax Com mission shall apportion the amount received

by the state treasurer of M ississippi in accordance with Section 27-37-301 hereof, and sha ll issue h is w arrant there for to

the various counties and municipalities entitled thereto, and the same shall be paid by the state treasurer from the funds

received from  the  Tenn essee  Valley  Authority .  Sa id fu nd s so  received  by  the  state  treasurer sha ll be  depo sited  to a special

fund un til disbursem ents are  m ade as  herein  au tho rized and  directed , and that portion fo un d to  be due the State of

M ississ ipp i shall be transferred to the general fun d o f the  state  as a  part of the genera l revenues of  the  state  of M ississ ipp i.

1986, 506; 1987, 518; 1994, 418.

27-37-305.  Receipt of T.V.A. lieu tax funds for counties.   The board of supervisors in counties

receiving from the Tennessee Valley Authority paym ents in lieu of taxes, are authorized to receive same  in this section.

1958, 581.

27-37-307.  Supervisors to distribute county receipts from T.V.A.  The payments from the Tennessee

Valley Authority  sha ll be  depo sited  to a special fund  and  the bo ard o f supe rvisors shall  .. . cause transfer of such sums from

the special funds to the general fun ds  of such taxing d istricts, to  be  expend ed  or app lied  as the gov ern ing  au tho rity of each

taxing district might determine .. . for current expenses or to the payment of bonds and interest.  The said paym ents received

by the bo ard of supervisors and the municipal governing authorities from the state,  under the provisions of subsection (1)

or (4) of Sec tion 27 -37-3 01 a nd S ection 2 7-37 -303  hereo f, shall be pa id by  the said b oard  of supervisors and governing

authorities into their respective general fund s.

The board of supervisors of any county and the governing authorities of any municipality are hereby authorized

and empow ered to distribute out of their general funds to school districts of the county or municipality, as the case may

be, all or any portion of am oun ts received by them  as Ten nessee V alley Au thority paym ents in lieu of taxes.

Pa ym ents received pu rsuant to this article by the coun ties, school districts and municipalit ies shall not be included

or considered as proceed s of ad va lorem taxe s for the purpose  of the statutory growth lim itations on ad valorem  taxes.

1959, ex, 16; 1986, 506; 1987, 518.

CHAPTER 39.  AD VALOREM TAXES--STATE AND LOCAL LEVIES

27-39-203.  Advertisement of intention to increase ad valorem tax; form; notice of public
hearing.  (1) All taxing entities opera ting  under the  Jan uary 1  thro ug h D ecem ber 31  fisca l year sh all hold  a

pu blic  hearing at which the budget for the following fiscal year will be considered, regardless of whether tha t budg et w ill

be increased or decreased from the current budget or will rem ain  the  sam e as  the  curren t budg et, an d sh all notify  the  coun ty

of the date, time and place of the public hearing. The county shall include that information with the tax notice.

(2) Un less the increased revenue in a budget is derived solely from the expansion of a taxing entity’s ad

valorem  tax base, a taxing entity shall not budget an increased amount of revenue derived from  the classes of ad valorem

property described in Section 112, Mississippi Constitution of 1890, unless it  first advertises the intention to do so at the

sam e time  that it advertises its intention to fix its budge t for the nex t fiscal year.

(3)(a) For taxing entities operating under an October 1 through September 30 fiscal year, this advertisement m ay

be comb ined with the advertisement required by Section 27-39-205. For all taxing entities, the advertisement shall meet

the size, type, placement and frequency requirement s established under Section 27-39-205.

    (b) W hen  the advertisem ent is requ ired, it shall be in the follow ing form :



"NOTICE O F TAX INCREASE- (Name of the taxing entity)

The (nam e of tax ing  en tity) w ill hold a public hearing on its proposed budget for fiscal year (insert  the

yea r) on (date and time) at (meeting place). At this meet ing, a proposed ad valorem tax revenue increase in the

proposed budget will  be considered.

The (name of taxing entity) is now op erating with projected total budget revenue of  $__________.

(_________ percent) or $________ of such revenue is obtained through ad valorem  taxes. For the n ext fiscal yea r,

the proposed budget has total projected revenue of $________. Of that am ou nt, (___ __ __ _ percen t) or $________,

is proposed to be financed through a total ad valorem tax levy.

Th is increase in ad valorem tax revenue means that you will pay mo re in ad valorem taxes on your hom e,

automobile tag, util it ies, business fixtures and equipment and rental real property.

Any  citizen of (name of the taxing entity) is invited to attend this public hearing on the proposed ad

valorem  tax revenu e increase in the budget and will be allowed  to speak for a reasonable amou nt of time and offer

tangible evidence before any vote is taken.

1994, 414; 1995, 481; 1999, 499.

27-39-205. Procedures prerequisite to increasing certain certified tax rates; form and content of
public notice; hearings.

(1) A tax rate  in  excess  of the certif ied tax rate  shall not be levied under Sections 2 1-33 -45, 27-39-307,

27-39-317 and 27-39-320 until  a resolution has been approved by the governing body of the taxing entity in accordance

with the following procedure:

(a) The tax ing  en tity sh all ad vertise its in ten t to exceed the certified tax rate in a newspaper of general

circulation in the co un ty. A  taxing  en tity co llecting taxes in more than one (1) county shall  make the

advertisement required und er th is section b y pu blication in each  cou nty w here  the  tax ing  en tity co llects

taxes. The advertisement shall be no less than one-fourth (1/4) page in size and the type used shall be no

smaller than eighteen (18) point and su rrounded by a one-fourth-inch solid black border.  The

advertisement shal l not be placed in any portion of the newspaper where legal notices and classified

advertisem ents appear.   The advertisement shall appear in a newspaper that is published at least five (5)

days a week, unless the only newspaper in the county is published less than five (5) days a week.  The

newspaper selected  shall be o ne o f general interest, readership and circulation in all areas of the

comm unity.  The advertisement shall  be published once each week for the two (2) week period preceding

the adoption of the fina l budget.  The advertisement shall provide that the taxing entity will  meet on a

certain  day, date,  t ime and place fixed in the advertisement, which shall be no less than seven (7) days

after the day the first advertisement is published. The meeting on the pro po sed  increase m ay  co inc ide  with

the  hearing on the prop osed  budg et of the  tax ing  en tity. 

    (b) W hen  the advertisem ent is requ ired, it shall be in the follow ing form :

"NOTICE O F TAX INCREASE- (Name of the taxing entity)

The (name of tax ing  en tity) w ill ho ld a public hearing on a proposed ad valorem tax revenue increase for

fisca l year (in sert th e year) on  (da te an d tim e) a t (m eeting  place). 

The (name of taxing entity) is now operating with projected total budget revenue of $__________.

(_________ percent) or $________ of such revenue is obtained throu gh a d va lorem  taxes. For the n ext fiscal yea r,

the proposed budget has total projected revenue of $________ . Of that amount, (________ percent) or $________,

is proposed to be financed through a total ad valorem tax levy.

For next fiscal year ,  the (name of the taxing entity) plans to increase your ad valorem tax millage rate by

________ mills from ________ m ills to ____ ___ _ m ills. This increase in ad valorem tax revenue means that you

will pay  m ore  in ad valorem taxes on your home, automobile tag, utili ties,  business fixtures and equipment and

rental real property.

Any  citizen o f (na m e of the  tax ing  en tity) is invited to attend this public hearing on the proposed ad

valorem  tax revenue increase, and will be allowe d to speak fo r a reaso nable  am ou nt o f time an d o ffer tang ible

evidence before any vote is taken.



(2) After the  hearing has been held  in accordance with the above procedures, the governing body of the taxing

en tity may adopt a resolution levying a tax rate on classes of property designated by Section 112, M ississippi Constitution

of 1890, in excess of the certified tax  rate.  If the resolution adopting the tax rate is not adopted on the day of the  public

hearing, the  sch eduled date, tim e an d p lace  for con side ration and  adop tion  of the resolution sh all be an no un ced a t the  public

hearing and  the governing body shall advertise the date, time and place of the proposed adoption of the resolution in the

sam e m ann er as pro vided  und er subsection (1 ).

(3) All hearings shall  be open to the public.  The governing body of the taxing entity shall permit all interested

parties desiring to be heard an opportunity to  present o ral tes timon y w ithin  reasonable  time lim its and o ffer tang ible

evidence.

(4) Each taxing entity shall notify the county or municipal governing body of the da te, tim e an d p lace  of its

pu blic  hearing. No taxing entity may schedule its hearing at the same time as another  overlapping taxing entity in the same

county, but all taxing entities in which the power to set tax lev ies is v ested in  the  sam e gov ern ing  au tho rity m ay  consolidate

the required hearings into one (1) hearing.  The county or municipal governing body shall  resolve any conflicts in hearing

dates and times after consultation with each affected taxing entity. 1994, 414; 1995, 481; 1999, 499.

27-39-303.  General county ad valorem tax levy.  The bo ard of supe rvisors of any co unty is hereby

empo wered to levy ad valorem tax on taxable property in the respective counties in any one year,  as shown by the

assessment roll  containing assessments of property made as of January 1 of the year,  and the assessment of motor vehicles

as made according to the provisions of the M otor Vehicle Ad Valorem Tax Law of 1958 (Sections 27-51-1 et seq.) for a ll

general coun ty purpo ses, exclusive only o f levies for roads and b ridges and schools at the rate necessary to fund such

purpo ses.

The board .. . is further empow ered to expend the proceeds of this levy for any purpose authorized for any other

levy which the board .. . is authorized to make, excluding the levy for roads and bridges, and the board may authorize

general fund expenditures for school purposes when necessary to meet the minimum  local ad valorem tax effort required

by  Section 37-5 7-1 .  The board  ... is furth er empow ered to distribute from the county general fund a portion of the

co un ty 's share of paymen ts made by  the Tennessee Valley  Authority  to the sta te in  lieu  of taxes (a)  to the  sch oo l distric ts

of said county and (b) for construction on the roads and bridges of said county in  an  am ount which bears the same

proportion to the total amount of the county's share as the millage for the school fund and road and bridge fund bears to

the total millage levied by the county.  In the event said in lieu payments are expend ed  for c ap ital impro vem ents, said

paym ents shall  not be subject to the increase limitations specified in Section 27-39-321 or 37-57-107, M ississippi Code

of 1972. 1973, 462; 1983, 471; 1985, 514, 536; 1987, 469.

Cro ss references--

As to countywide ad valorem levy for maintenance and/or construction of roads and bridges,  see §27-39-305.

27-39-305.  Countywide levy for construction and maintenance of roads and bridges; limitation
upon receipts from levy; disposition of excess funds; special ad valorem tax to cover shortfalls.  

(1) In addition to the levy authorized by Section 27-39-303, the board  of sup erv isors m ay  annu ally  impo se

a coun tywide ad valorem  tax levy or levies for the m aintenance  and/or con struction o f roads and  bridges.

(2) For each fiscal year,  the aggregate receipts from taxes levied for the maintenance and/or construction of

roads and bridges pursuant to this section shall not exceed the aggregate receipts from this source during any one of the

imm ediately  preceding three fiscal years, as determined by the board of supervisors, plus an increase not to exceed ten

percent (10%).  The additional revenue from the ad valorem tax on any newly constructed properties or any existing

properties added to the tax rolls or any properties previously exempt, which were not assessed in the next preceding year

may be excluded from the ten percent (10%) increase limitation set forth herein.

(3) The ten percent (10%) increase limitation prescribed in this section may be increased an additional amount

on ly when the co un ty board o f supervisors  has de term ined the need fo r additiona l revenues an d has h eld  an election on the

question of raising the limitation prescribed in this section.  The limitation may be increased only if the proposed increase

is approved by a majority of those voting in  an election held for such purpose.  The resolution, notice and manner of

holding the  election shall be as prescribed by law for the holding of elections for the issuance  of bo nds  by the  cou nty board

of supervisors.  Revenues collected for the fiscal year in excess of the ten percent (10%) increase limitation pursuant to an

election shall  be included in the tax base for the purpose determining aggregate receipts for which the ten percent (10%)

increase limitation ap plies for subseque nt fiscal years.



(4) As an alternative to the procedure provided in subsection (3) of this section, the ten percent (10% ) increase

limitation prescrib ed  in this section may be increased by an additional amount without an  elec tion  thereon if the ag grega te

receip ts from the levy authorized in this section and from all other county levies to which Sections 27-39-320 and 27-39-

321 apply do not exceed one hundred ten percent (1 10 % ) of th e ag grega te receipts from  all such levies during any one (1)

of the imm ediately preceding  three (3) fiscal years, as determ ined by  the board o f supervisors.

(5) Except as otherwise provided for excess revenues generated pursuant to an election, if revenues collected

as the result of the taxes levied for the fiscal year pursuant to this section exceed the increase limitation, then it  shall be the

m and atory  duty of the board of supervisors to deposit such excess receipts over and above the increase limitation into a

special acc ou nt and  credit it to th e co un ty ro ad  and b ridg e fund .  It will be th e fu rthe r du ty o f such  board  to hold said funds

and invest the same  as authorized by law.  Such excess funds shall be calculated in the road and bridge budget for the

succeeding fiscal year.   Taxes imposed for the succeeding year shall  be reduced by the amount of excess funds available.

Under  no  circum stan ces shall such  excess fu nd s be  expend ed  du ring  the  fisca l year in w hich su ch ex cess funds  are

collected.

(6) In any county where there is located a nuclear generating power plant on which a tax is assessed under

Section 27-35-309(3),  the term "the aggregate receipts from taxes" as used in this section shall  be the portion of the "base

revenu e" as defined  in Section 27 -39-320  wh ich is used for the m aintenance  and/or con struction o f roads and  bridges.

(7) If a sh ortfa ll occurs in  revenues from  sou rces oth er than  ad  va lorem  taxes and  oil and gas severance taxes

budgeted from  the county road and bridge fund during the 1987 fiscal year, then the county may levy a special ad valorem

tax for the 1988 fiscal year in an amount the avails of which shall not exceed such shortfall;  provided, however, that the

aggrega te receipts from all ad valorem levies for the maintenance and/or construction of roads and bridges for the 1988

fiscal year shall  not exceed the aggregate receipts from this source for the imm ediately preceding fiscal year plus and

increase  not to ex ceed  twen ty percent (20 % ).

(8) If a sh ortfa ll occurs in revenues from oil and gas severance taxes budgeted for the county road and bridge

fund during the 1987 fiscal year,  then the county may levy a special ad valorem tax for the 1988 fiscal year in an amount

the avails o f which sh all not exceed such shortfall.   The avails of such special ad valorem tax  sha ll no t be  inc luded  within

the ten percent (10% ) increase limitation.  Th e ad va lorem taxe s levied to offset the sho rtfall shall be d eem ed  to be ad

valorem  tax receipts produced in the 1988 fiscal year for the purpose of determining the limitation on receip ts for the

succeeding fisca l years.  1 99 0, 549 ; 1994 , 554. 

Cro ss references--

Hom estead exemptions, see §27-33-3.

Charac terization o f rev enues rec eived  by  coun ties out o f paym ents w ith respect to nuc lear  generating p lan ts,  

   for purposes of the growth limitation on ad valorem taxes, see §27-35-309.

Inclusion of levy for roads and bridges in order of board of supervisors levying county taxes, see §27-39-317.

Exclusion of taxes levied pursuant to this section from g eneral limitation upon increases of property taxes, see 

  §27-39-321.

Inclusion, as proceeds of ad valorem taxes, of proceeds of promissory notes issued because of shortfall in ad   

   valorem taxes, see §27-39-333.

Additional tax on persons engaging in business of renting motor vehicles, see §27-65-231.

27-39-317.  County ad valorem taxes--when and how levied.

The board  of sup erv isors of  eac h cou nty  shall , at i ts regular meeting in September of each year,  levy the  coun ty

ad valorem taxes for the fiscal year,  and shall , by order,  fix the tax rate, or levy, for the county, for the road districts, if any,

and for th e scho ol d istricts, if any , and fo r any o ther tax ing  distric ts; and the rates,  or levies,  for the county and for any

district shall  be expressed in mills or a decimal fraction of a mill.  Said tax rates, or levies, shall determine the ad valorem

taxes to be collected upon each dollar of valuation, upon the assessment rolls of the county, including the assessment of

motor vehicles as provided by the Motor Vehicle Ad  Valorem Tax Law  of 1958, Section 27-51-1 et seq., for county taxes;

and upon each dollar of valuation for the respective districts, as shown upon the assessment rolls of the county, including

the assessment of motor vehicles as provided by  the Motor Vehicle Ad V alorem T ax Law of 1 95 8, S ection  27 -51 -1 e t seq .;

except as to  suc h values a s shall be ex em pt, in  who le or in part,  from certain tax rates or levies.   If  the rate or levy for the

cou nty is an  increase  from  the prev ious fiscal ye ar, then the proposed rate or levy shall be advertised in accord ance  with

Secs.  27 -39 -20 3 and  27 -39 -20 5.  If the board of supervisors of any county shall not levy the county taxes and the district

taxes at its regular Septem ber m eeting, the b oard  sha ll levy the same on or before September 15 at an adjourned or special

meeting, or therea fter, provided, however, that if  such levy be not made on or before the fifteenth day of September then



the tax collector or State Tax Comm ission may issue road and bridge privilege tax license plates for motor vehicles as

defined in the Motor Vehicle Ad V alorem Tax Law of 1958, Section 27-51-1 et seq.,  without collecting or requiring proof

of payment of county ad valorem taxes, and may continue to so  issue suc h p lates  un til such levy  is du ly certified to  him ,

and  for twenty-fou r (24) ho urs thereafter.

Notwithstanding the requirements of this section, in the event the State Tax Comm ission orders the county to make

an adjustment to the tax roll  pursuant to Section 27-35-113, the  coun ty sh all have  a period o f thirty  (30 ) days  from  the  da te

of the comm ission's final determination to adjust the millage in order to collect the same dollar amount of taxes as  orig ina lly

levied by the board.

In m aking the levy of taxes, the board of supervisors shall specify, in its order, the levy for each purpose, as

follows:

(a) For general county purposes (current expense and maintenance taxes),  as authorized by Section 27-39-303.

(b) For  roads and bridges, as authorized by Section 27-39-305.

(c) For schools,  including the countywide minimum  education program levy and the levy for each school district

including special municipal separate school districts, but not including other m un icipal separate  schoo l districts,

and for an agricultural high school, county high school or junior college (current expense and m aintena nce  taxes),

as authorized by Chapter 57, Title 37, Mississippi Code of 1972, and any other applicable statute.   The levy for

sch oo ls shall  apply to the assessed value of property in the respective school districts, including special mun icipal

sep ara te sch oo l distric ts, bu t no t includ ing  other m un icipal separate  sch oo l distric ts, and a  distin ct and separate

levy shall  be made for each school district , and the purpose for each levy shall  be stated.

(d) For road  bonds and the interest thereon, separately for countywide bonds and for the bonds of each road

distric t.

(e) For school bonds and the interest thereon, separately for countywide bonds and for the bonds of each school

distric t.

(f) For coun tywide b ond s, and the interest thereon , other than for road bo nds an d scho ol bond s.

(g) For loans, notes or any other obligation, and the interest thereon, if permitted by the law.

(h) For any other purpose for which a levy is lawfully made.

The ord er sh all sta te all of the purposes for which the general county levy is made, using the administrative items

suggested by  the  Sta te D epartm ent of A ud it of  M ississ ipp i under the  coun ty budget law in its unifo rm  sys tem  of accou nts

for coun ties, but the ra te or levy fo r any item  or p urp ose need not be sh ow n; and  if a co un tyw ide levy is made for any

general or special purpose under the provisions of any law other than Section 27-39-303, each such levy shall  be sep ara tely

stated.

During the  m on th o f Fe bru ary  of each year, if the order or resolution of the board of trustees of any school district

of said county or partly in said county, is filed with it request ing the levying of ad valorem taxes for the support and

maintenance of such scho ol district for the follow ing fiscal ye ar, then the  boa rd of su perv isors of every such county in the

state  sha ll no tify, in  writing , w ithin thirty (30) days, the county superintendent of education of such county, the levy or

levies it intends to m ake fo r the  sup port and m ain tenance  of such sc ho ol d istricts o f such  coun ty a t its regula r m eeting  in

September follow ing, and the coun ty superintend ent of education and the trustees of all  such school districts shall be

authorized to use such exp ressed  intention o f the  board  of sup erv isors in computing the support and maintenance budget

or budg ets o f such  sch oo l distric t or d istricts  for the ensuing fiscal school year.   1942, 9889; 1956,  296; 1958, 549; 1962,

270; 1978, 354; 1983,  471; 1990, 498; 1994, 414.

Cro ss references--

As to general county ad valorem tax levy, see §27-39-303.

As to m oto r vehic le ad  va lorem  taxes, see  §§27 -51 -1, et seq.

As to tax powers of board of supervisors, see §19-3-41.

As to drainage district  tax levy, see §§51-31-63, 51-31-65.

27-39-319.  Clerk to certify levy of county taxes. 

W hen the board of supervisors shall have made the levy of county taxes by resolution, the clerk of the board  sha ll

thereupon imm ediately certify the same to the State Auditor and tax collector of the county.

W hen a resolution levying ad valorem taxes has been adopted by the  boa rd of su perv isors, the clerk o f the bo ard

of supe rvisors shall  certify immediately a copy of such resolution to the State Tax Com mission.  The clerk shall  have the

reso lution of the board o f supervisors  prin ted  within  two (2 ) weeks  after it is en tered on the m inu tes o f the board of

supervisors, and he shall furnish  any  taxpayer upon  request with a cop y thereof.  If a newspaper is published within such



county, then such reso lution sh all be pub lished in  its en tirety , at least on e (1 ) time, w ithin  ten (10) days after i ts adoption.

If no newspaper is published within such  county, then a copy of such reso lution, in  its entirety, shall be posted by such

clerk in at least three (3) public places in such county, within ten (10) days after i ts adoption.

The clerk sh all be  liable on his bond for any damages sustained by his failure to comply with the requirements of

this section. 1942, 9890; 1920, 253; 1994, 414.

27-39-320.  Amount of levy; limitations as to increases.
(1) The Legislature finds an d determ ines that legislation requiring a specific levy or requiring consent of some

other governing body to reduce the levy was intended to raise a certain amount of revenue for specific purposes.  Upon this

determination and notwithstanding the provisions of any statute which requires a definite levy to be made or w hich requires

that a levy may not be reduced except by the consent of some other governing authority, the amount of such levy shall  be

deemed  to be an am oun t necessary to produce the revenues received in the next preceding year plus,  at  the option of the

taxing autho rity, an increase no t to exceed ten p ercent (10% ) of such revenues.

(2) In any county where there is located a nuclear generating pow er plant on which a tax is assessed under

Section 27-35-309(3),  such required levy and revenue produced thereby may be reduced by the levying authority in an

amount in p rop ortion to  a redu ction in  the base revenue of any such county from the  previous  year.  Such redu ction sh all

be allowed only if the reduction in base revenue equals or exceeds five percent (5%).  "Base revenue" shall mean the

revenue received by the county from the ad valorem tax levy plus the revenue received by the county from the tax assessed

under Section 27-35-309(3) and authorized to be used for any purposes for which a  coun ty is authorized by law to levy an

ad valorem tax.  For purposes of determining if the reduction equals or exceeds five percent (5%), a levy of millage equal

to the prior year 's millage shall  be hypothetically applied to the current year 's ad valorem tax base to determine the amount

of revenue to be generated from the ad valorem tax levy.  For the purposes of this section, the portion of base revenue used

to fund the purpose for which a specific levy is required shall  be deemed to be the total receipts from ad valorem taxes for

such purpose.  Th is pa rag raph sh all ap ply  to tax es levied fo r the  1987  fisca l year and  for each fisca l year thereafter.  If the

M ississ ipp i Supreme Court or another court fin ally  ad jud icate s tha t the  tax  lev ied  under Se ction 27-3 5-3 09 (3) is

unconstitutional, then this paragraph shall  stand repealed.

(3) W ith respect to ad valorem taxes levied on or after October 1, 1980, no county or municipality shall levy

those m ills he reto fore  required by law to be lev ied  to an extent that su ch  levy sh all prod uce m ore  than the to tal rec eip ts

produced from such levy in the next preceding year,  plus, at the option of the taxing authority, an increase not to exceed

ten percent (10%) of such receipts.  Such total receipts shall be deemed to include the total avails of such levy either

collected from the property owner or by reimbu rsement by the state.  The revenues produced from any new ly constructed

properties or any existing properties added to the tax rolls or any properties previously exempt which were not assessed

in the next preceding year may be excluded from the limitation set forth herein.

(4) The ten  percent (1 0% ) inc rease lim itation  prescrib ed  in th is section m ay  be  increased  by  an  additional

amount by the board of supervisors of any county if the aggregate receipts from all county levies to which this section and

Sections 27-39-305 and 27-39-321 apply do not exceed  one hun dred ten percen t (11 0% ) of th e ag grega te receipts from  all

such levies during any one (1) of the imm ediately preceding three (3) fiscal years, as determined by the board of

supervisors.

(5) The limitation s se t forth  in th is section shall apply to the mandatory tax levied by Section 27-39-329.

1980, 505; 1987, 507, 520; 1990, 549; 1994, 554.

27-39-321.  Limitations on increases of property taxes; special ad valorem tax to cover
shortfalls. 

(1) W ith respect to ad valorem taxes levied for each fiscal year,  no political subdivision may  levy ad valorem

taxes in any  fisca l year w hich w ou ld rend er in  tota l receip ts from  all lev ies an am ou nt m ore  than the receipts from that

source during any one of the imm ediately preceding  three fiscal years, as determined by the levying governing authority,

plus, at the  op tion  of the tax ing  au tho rity, an increase  no t to ex ceed  ten  percent (10% ) of such receipts.  The additional

revenue from the ad valorem tax on any newly constructed properties or any existing properties added to  the tax rolls or

any properties previously exempt, which were not assessed in the next preceding year and cost incurred and paid in the next

preceding year in c onn ection w ith reapp raisal may b e exc luded  from  the ten p ercen t (10% ) increase limitation  set fo rth

herein.  Taxes levied for school district purposes under any statute and taxes levied for the maintenance and/or construction

of roads and bridges under Section 27-39-305 shall be excluded from the ten percent (1 0% ) inc rease lim itation  set fo rth

herein.  Tax es levied  for pay m ent of p rincipal of an d interest on  gen eral ob ligation bo nds  issued  hereto fore or h ereafter

shall be excluded from the ten percent (10%) increase limitation set forth herein.  Any additional millage levied to fund



any new  prog ram  m and ated by the L egislature sh all be exclude d from  the limitation fo r the first year of the levy and

included within such limitation in any year thereafter.   The limitation imposed under this paragraph shall  not apply to those

mandatory levies enumerated in Sections 27-39-320 and 27-39-329.

(2) The limitation of this section may be increased only as provided in subsection (3) or (4) of this section

or wh en the  gov erning  bod y of a  political subdivision has determined the need for additional revenues, adopts a resolution

declaring its intention so to do and has held an election on the question of raising the limitation prescribed in this section.

The notice calling for an election shall state the purposes for which the additional revenues shall be used, the amount of

the tax levy to be imposed for such purposes and period of time for which such tax levy shall be made; however, such tax

levy sha ll no t be  m ade fo r m ore  than fiv e (5) successive years.  The limitation may be increased only if the proposed

increase is appro ved by a  m ajority o f tho se v oting.  S ub ject  to  specific provisions of this paragraph to the contrary, the

publication of notice and manner of holding the election shall  be as prescribed by law for the holding of elections for the

issuance of bonds by the political subdivision.  Revenues derived from any taxes levied pursuant to such election shall be

excluded from  the tax b ase for the  purp ose o f determ ining aggregate receipts for which the ten pe rcent (10% ) increase

limitation ap plies.

(3) As an alternative to the procedure provided in subsection (2) of this section, the ten percent (10% ) increase

limitation prescrib ed  in th is section m ay  be  increased  by  an  additiona l am ou nt by the board o f supervisors  of any  coun ty

without an elec tion  thereon if the ag grega te receipts from  all co un ty levies to w hich th is section and Sections 27-39-305

and 27-39-320 apply do not exceed one hundred ten percent (110%) of the aggregate receipts from all such levies during

any o ne (1) of the im m ediately preceding  three (3) fiscal years, as determ ined by  the board o f supervisors.

(4) As an alternative to the procedure provided in subsections (2) and (3) of this section, the board of

supervisors  of any county or the governing authorities of any municipality may, without an election thereon, increase the

ad v alorem  tax levy  to which th is section ap plies by  the grea ter of:

(a) An ad  va lorem  tax  levy that does no t resu lt in an aggregate levy to which this section applies in

excess of twenty (20) mills;  or

(b) An ad valorem tax tha t is no t in ex cess o f any agg regate levy  to w hich th is section app lies in  any

one (1) o f the imm ediately preceding  ten (10) fiscal years.

(5) In any co unty  wh ere there  is located a nuclear generating power plant on which a tax is assessed under

Section 27-35-309(3),  the term "total receipts" as used in this section shall  be the portion of the "base revenue" as defined

in Section 27 -39-320  wh ich is used for General Fund purposes.

(6) If a shortfall occurs in revenues from sources other than ad valorem taxes and oil and gas severance taxes

budgeted for the county or municipal general fund during the 1987 fiscal year,  then the county or municipality, as the case

may  be, may levy a special ad va lorem  tax  for th e 198 8 fisca l year in  an amoun t the avails of which shall not exceed such

shortfa ll; provided, however, that the aggregate receipts from all ad valorem levies for the county or municipal general fund

for the 1988 fiscal year shall  not exceed the aggregate receipts from  this source for the imm ediately preceding fiscal year

plus an  increase  not to ex ceed  twen ty percent (20 % ).

(7) If a sh ortfa ll occurs in revenues from oil and gas severance taxes budgeted for the county or municipal

general fund during the 1987 fiscal year, then the county or municipality, as the case may be, m ay levy a special ad valorem

tax for the 1988 fiscal year in an amount the avails of which shall  not exceed such shortfall.   The avails of such special ad

valorem  tax shall  not be included within the ten percent (10%) increase limitation.  The ad valorem taxes levied to offset

the sho rtfall shall be deem ed  to be ad valorem tax receipts produced in the 1988 fiscal year for the purposes of determining

the limitation on receipts for the succeeding fiscal years.  1980, 505; 1983, 471; 1987, 507; 1990, 549; 1994, 554.

27-39-323.  Excess receipts, duty of chancery clerk.
Except as otherwise provided for excess revenues generated by a county in accordance with subsection (3) of

Section 27-39-321 or subsection (2) of Section 27-39-320, if  revenue collected as the result  of any individual levy referred

to in Section 27-39-321 or the aggregate revenue collected from  all levies refe rred to in S ection 2 7-39 -320  wh ich are

limited to an increase of not more than ten percent (10%) over the receipts from the same for any one (1) of the  imm ediately

preceding three (3) fiscal years, as determined by the levying governing authority, exceeds such limit, then  it shall  be the

m and atory  duty of the chancery clerk of each county and the clerk of each municipality to deposit such excess receipts over

and above the ten percent (10%) increase limitation into a special account and credit it to the fund for which such levy was

made.  It will  be the further duty of the chancery clerk and the city clerk to hold said funds and invest the same as

authorized by law and to report the total to the board of supervisors or the mun icipal governing authorities, as the case may

be, at its regular Au gust m eeting of each  year.  Such  excess  funds  sha ll be  calc ula ted  in the budgets for the county and for

the municipality, respectively, for the purpose for which such levies were made, for the succeeding fiscal year.  Taxes



imposed for the succeeding year shall  be reduced  by the am oun t of excess fun ds  availab le. U nd er no c ircum stan ces shall

such excess  funds be expended during the fiscal year in which such excess funds are collected.  1980, 505; 1987, 507; 1990,

549; 1994, 554.

Cross references  --

Exemption of funds described in Sections 27-39-323 and 27-39-329(2)(b) from provision 

    for b orro wing  in antic ipa tion  of receipt o f fun ds  from  confirm ed  federa l or sta te gran ts or loans, see §19-9-28.

Particular limitations upon increases of taxes levied, see §§27-29-320 and 27-39-321.

Inclusion, as proceeds of ad valorem taxes, of proceeds of promissory notes issued because of

   shortfall in ad valorem taxes, see §27-39-333.

27-39-325.  Authority of counties to levy on taxable property within county to defray cost of
reappraisal.  The bo ard of supervisors of any county having a plan or contract for reappraisal which has been approved

by the state tax comm ission may annually levy an ad valorem tax on all the taxable property within the county, in an

amount necessary to defray the cost of reappraisal.  The funds derived from the levy shall be placed in a special account

and shall  be used only for the expenses involved in reappraisal or for repaying any amounts of indebtedness incurred for

that purpose.  The board may borrow money or issue its notes at the rate of interest to maturity allowed in Section 75-17-

105 for the purposes of reappraisal and may pledge the avails of the levy authorized herein for the payment of the principal

of and the interest on the indebtedness.  The indebtedness incurred for the purpo se of d efraying the co st of  reapp raisa l sha ll

not be included in comp uting the debt limit of the county under any present or future law.

No board of supervisors shall  make the levy authorized herein for a period of years longer than necessary to pay

for reapp raisal  of property within the county or to repay any indebtedness authorized herein.  Provided, however, an ad

valorem  tax on all  the taxable property within th e co un ty  m ay be levied in an amount sufficient to defray the cost of

maintaining and updating appraisals and an ownership mapping system including, but not limited to, cash for the purchase

and maintenance of computer equipment and motor vehicles and costs for computer services and remuneration of certified

app raisers and other necessary personnel.  The tax levies authorized herein shall  not be included in the ten percent (10%)

limitation on increases under Section 27-39-321. Th is section sh all also  apply  to the board o f supervisors  of any  coun ty

which has reappraised in compliance with the state tax comm ission regulations and has an outs tanding inde btedness

incurred to fund  suc h reappra isal o f pro perty. T he  tax  lev ies authorized  in th is section sh all not be re imbu rsab le under the

provisions of the homestead exemption law of this state.   1980, 505; 1983, 471; 1984, 422; 1985, 462.

27-39-329.  County ad valorem tax levy for payment of bonds or notes and for other authorized
expenses.  Each county shall , in addition to all  other taxes authorized by statute and notwithstanding any limitation

provided in A rticle  3, Chapter 39, Title 27, M ississippi Code of 1972, levy ad valorem taxes pu rsuan t to a leng thy  form ula

contained in th is section.  1980, 505; 1981, 538; 1981, Ex. Sess.,  5; 1982, 502; 1983, 471; 1987, 507; 1990, 498; 1997, 539.



CHAPTER 41.  AD VALOREM TAXES--COLLECTION

27-41-1 through 27-41-89.  Collection of ad valorem taxes, generally.  

27-41-1.  Taxes, when due, payable and collectible.  1958 , 549; 199 3, 540 ; 1995 , 468. 

27-41-3.  Taxes levied for bonds, etc., how installment payment of, may be authorized.   1934,

188; 1995, 468.

27-41-15.  Private collection agent for collection of delinquent taxes or personal property. 1995,

496.

27-41-19.  Collector to assess and collect certain taxes.   1968, 361.

27-41-39 and 27-41-41.  Collector's cash book.   Each tax collector shall  enter in a well bound cash book

kept for the purpose, the date and number of each tax receipt issued by him, the name of the person paying  taxes, and the

amount paid for each tax account, which en try sha ll be  m ade at th e tim e of issu ing  the  receip t, and the to tal of the  receip ts

entered on each page shall  be shown and carried forward to the next succeeding page, so that the total amount collected,

and the total amoun t for each tax account,  will be readily disclosed by an inspection of the cash boo k.  E ach collector shall

also enter in the cash book .. . the amount of his payment of taxes to the state and county treasurers,  respectively, giving

the date of each payment, so that it can be seen by reference to the cash book whether the payment made to the county and

state  em braces all that he has collected , less h is co m m issions  ... It shall be the duty of the tax co llector to presen t his cash

book . ..  to the board of supervisors or county auditor when required .. .  1934, 188.

27-41-55 through 27-41-59.  Sales of land for taxes; advertisement; how advertised if no
newspaper in the county; how sale made.  1981, 315; 1985, 425; 1990, 337; 1993, 540.

27-41-77.  Disposition of excess in amount bid.   If  any land be sold for more than the amount of taxes

due and a ll costs , the tax collector shall  report the amount of excess to the chancery clerk, and on his receipt warrant

therefor,  shall  pay the same into the county treasury.  The b oard of sup ervisors is directed to transfer all such fun ds so

received to the general funds of the county.  If  the land be redeemed, or the  title of the purchaser be defeated or set aside

in any way or for any reason, such excess shall  be retained by the county.  If  only a part of the land be rede em ed, the excess

shall be apportioned ratably to the amount of taxes due at the time of the sale on the respective parts.  The owner of the land

may  demand of the tax collector a mem orandum or receipt showing the amount of excess if  any, and, upon the expiration

of the period of redemption, without the property being redeemed, such excess shall,  upon the request of the owner, be

pa id to said owner.  If the owner of the property does not request  payment of the excess within two (2) years from the

expiration of the period of redemption, the excess shall be retained by the county.  Whenever any person sh all prese nt a

claim  against the excess fund, within the time period provided, certified to by the chancery clerk, the bo ard o f supe rvisors

shall  order a warrant to issue therefor on the general county fund.

1942, 9934; 1934, 188; 1995, 468.

27-41-101 through 27-41-109. Collection of taxes on personal property, seizure and sale.  1995,

435.

CHAPTER 43.  AD VALOREM TAXES--NOTICE OF SALE

27-43-1.  Notice to owners.  The c lerk of the ch ancery court shall , within 180 days and not less than 60 days

prior to the expiration of the time of the redemption with re spec t to land sold, either to individuals or to the state,  be

required to issue notice to the record owner of the land sold as of 180 days prior to the expiration of the time of redemption.

The form of the notice is given in this section.  1975, 517.



27-43-3.  How notice served or mailed; publication; fees.   The clerk shall issue the no tice to the she riff

of the county of the reputed owner's residence, if he be a resident of the state of M ississippi, and the sheriff shall be required

to serve personal notice as summ ons issued from the courts are served, and make his return to the chancery clerk issuing

same.  The clerk shall also mail a copy of same to the reputed owner at his usual street address, if same can be ascertained

after diligen t sea rch  and inqu iry, o r to h is po st office  addre ss if only that can be ascertained, and he shall  note such action

on the  tax  sales rec ord .  Th e cle rk sha ll also  be  required to  publish  the  nam e an d add ress  of the repu ted o w ne r of th e

pro perty and the legal description of such property in a public newspaper of the county in which the land is located, or if

no newspaper is p ub lished as such , then in  a new spaper having  a genera l circu lation  in suc h cou nty .  Su ch  publication sh all

be made at least forty-five (45) days prior to the expiration of the redemption period.

If said  reputed owner is a n on resid en t of the sta te of M ississ ipp i, then  the clerk shall mail a copy of said notice

thereto  in the same m anner as hereinabove set out for notice to a resident of the state of M ississippi, except that personal

notice served by the sheriff shall not be required.

Notice by mail shall  be registered or certified mail.   In the event the notice by mail is returned undelivered and the

personal notice as hereinabov e requ ired  to be served by the sheriff is returned not found, then the clerk shall make further

search and inquiry to ascertain the reputed owner's street or post office address.  If the reputed owner's street or post office

address  is ascertained after the additional search and inquiry, the clerk shall again issue no tice a s he reinabov e se t ou t.  If

personal notice is again  issued  and it is again returned not found and if notice by mail is again returned undelivered, then

the clerk sh all file an a ffida vit to  tha t effect an d sh all specify there in the ac ts of  sea rch  and inqu iry m ade by h im  in an e ffort

to ascertain the reputed ow ner's street and post office ad dre ss and  said  affidav it sha ll be  reta ined as a p erm anen t record  in

the office of the cle rk and  suc h action sh all be noted on the tax  sales rec ord .  If the  clerk is s till unab le to  asc erta in th e

reputed ow ner's street o r po st office address after making search and inquiry for the second time, then it shall  not be

necessary  to issue any additional notice but the clerk sh all file an a ffidavit spec ifying the rein the ac ts of search  and  inqu iry

made by  him  in an e ffor t to ascerta in the reputed owner's street and post office address and said affidavit shall be retained

as a permanent record in the office of the clerk and such action shall  be noted on the tax sale record.

For examining the records to ascertain the record owner of the property, the clerk shall be allowed a fee of T wenty

Dollars ($20.00); for issuing the no tice the clerk  shall  be allowed a fee of Two D ollars ($2.00) and, for mailing same and

noting such  action o n the tax  sales reco rd, a fee o f On e D ollar ($1.0 0); a nd for serving the notice, the sheriff shall be

allowed  a fee of Four Dollars ($4.00).  For issuing a second notice, the clerk shall be allowed  a fee o f Five D ollars ($5.00)

and, for mailing same and noting such action on the tax sales record, a fee of Two Dollars and Fifty Cents ($2.50),  and for

serving the second notice, the sheriff shall be allowed  a fee o f Fo ur D ollars ($4.00).  The clerk shall also be allowed the

actual cost of pub lication.  Said fees an d cost shall  be taxed  against the  ow ner of said  land if the sam e is redeem ed , and if

not redeem ed , then sa id fees a re to  be  taxed  as p art o f the  cost ag ainst the  pu rchase r.  Th e fa ilure  of the land ow ner to

actua lly receive the notice herein required shall not render the tit le void, pro vided  the  clerk and  she riff ha ve  com plied w ith

the duties herein prescribed for them.

Sh ou ld the clerk inadvertently fail  to send notice as prescribed in the section, then such sale shall  be void and the

clerk shall  not be liable to the purchaser or owner upon refund of all  purchase money paid.  1942,  9942;  1922,  241; 1968,

514; 1975, 517; 1981, 375; 1995, 468.

Cro ss Re ferences-- 

Application of this section when lands are sold for non payment of municipal taxes, see § 27-43-4.

As to application of this section when lands are sold for nonpayment of municipal taxes, see §27-43-4.

27-43-4. Notice, affidavits or certificates, and fees where lands sold for nonpayment of
municipal taxes.  W ith respect to lands sold for the nonpaym ent of mun icipal taxes, both for ad valorem and for special

improvem ents, the municipal clerk shall issue the same type notices and perform al l other requ irem ents as  set fo rth in

Sections 27-43-1 through 27-43-11, inclusive, and for so doing, the municipality shall be allowed the same fees as set fo rth

in said  sec tions.  H ow ever, a ll certificates or affidavits of the municipal clerk shall be filed with the chancery clerk of the

coun ty in which the m unicipality is located for w hich the cha nce ry clerk  shall  be allowed a filing fee of $1.00 per affid av it

or certificate. 1975, 517; 1978, 419.

27-43-1 through 27-43-11. Duties of chancery clerk as to tax sales.  1995, 381.

27-43-11. Fees for chancery clerk.  Seven Dollars ($7.00) for each lien found for examining records. 1995,

468.



CHAPTER 45.  AD VALOREM TAXES--
REDEMPTION OF LAND SOLD FOR TAXES

27-45-1 through 27-45-29. Redemption of land sold for taxes, generally.    All of Chapter 45 involves

laws having to do with the redemption of land sold for taxes.  All redemptions are handled through

the chancery c lerk .  W here the lan d w as sold  to the state,  the clerk, out  of  the  amount  necessary  to  redeem ,  shall first

pay to the officers entitled thereto their costs, fees and damages; second, he shall pay the state the amou nt of state taxes

with the  interest and  additional  charges thereon; and  third , he  sha ll pay to  the  coun ty and  to the various  tax ing  distric ts

thereof the sum com puted in like mann er which belong to them. .. . W here the land was sold  to an indiv idual the cle rk sha ll

pay over first as provided in the second and third aforementioned subheads insofar as said items have not already been paid,

either by the tax purchaser or by som e o ther pe rson, and  the  ba lance  he  sha ll pay over to the purchases .  Th e cle rk sha ll

make his  redemption settlements within 20 days after the  end o f each  m on th and  sha ll make a c om ple te repo rt thereo f to

the  board  of sup erv isors, a tru e co py  of w hich he sh all file w ith the sta te au dito r ... 1934 , 197.  It sh all be the duty  of the

chance ry clerk to  imm ediately  depo sit in the co un ty depository  all sums of  money paid to him by any person for the

redemption of land  sold  for taxes. ... The chancery clerk shall be furnished with checks to be used in drawing redemption

 funds out of said depository to pay all just claims against same.  It shall be the d uty o f the state auditor to audit such

account of each clerk, as other public funds are audited; and he shall include in said audit a special report to the board of

supervisors  ...  setting out the amounts collected, the disposition of such funds, and the balance on hand. 1940, 303;

1995,468.

CHAPTER 49.  AD VALOREM TAXES--INSOLVENCIES

27-49-1.  Report of insolvencies.  The tax collector shall present to the board of supervisors, at i ts meeting

on the first M onday of October of each year, a report of a ll insolvent and delinquent taxpayers in his county, with the

amount due from each.  Such report shall  be verified by the affidavit of the collector,  that  he has  made, in  person or by

deputy, a legal demand for taxes of all  delinquent taxpayers found in his county, by going to their place of abode or

business  and searching for something to seize and sell for taxes; that the taxpayers mentioned in the report h ave fa iled  to

pay their taxes; and have no effects known to him w hich can be seized and sold for such taxes; and tha t he has made

diligent inquiry after such of said delinquents as have not been found, and cannot find them in his county, and that they

have no effects known to him w hich can be seized and sold to pay the ir taxes. ... The  tax  co llecto r shall also include  in h is

report any checks, drafts or orders for the payment of mon ey which he has received in payment of ad valorem taxes and

which have  been  retu rned to  him  becau se of insufficien t funds  in the acc oun t on w hich su ch ch ecks, drafts or orders w ere

drawn.  Such checks, drafts or orders shall be accompanied by the affidavit of the collector that he has exhausted all legal

m eans  of collecting su ch  instru ments, inc lud ing  the  filing  of a  civ il suit.

Se parate  lists of d elinqu en ts shall  be made for each election district  and for each city, town and village. 1934, 188;

1988, 376.

27-49-3.  If the board fails to meet--when insolvencies allowed.  If the  board  of sup erv isors fails  to

meet on the first M onday in October,  its duties with regard to the insolvent l ist shall  be performed at i ts next meeting

thereafter. 1934, 188.

27-49-5.  How allowed.  Th e board sha ll proceed  to exam ine  the  report and  sha ll allow  the  co llecto r a cred it

for such of the taxes so reported insolvent or delinquent,  as it  may be satisfied remain uncollected without the default of

the collector,  and no more.  A list of the allowances shall be made out and certified by the clerk and transmitted to the

auditor of public  acc ou nts, o n o r be fore  the  first day  of S ep tem ber follo wing , and sh all be  credited to  the  co llecto r in h is

settlement with the auditor and chancery clerk.  1942, 9985.

27-49-7.  Report to be carefully scrutinized. The bo ard o f supe rvisors shall not allow  to the co llector a

credit for the insolvent list he repo rts, m ere ly because h e prese nts it duly  sw orn  to, but the board sha ll exam ine  carefu lly

each election district  and city, town, or village list  as reported, and ea ch nam e and a m oun t reported insolvent, and sha ll use

any kn ow ledge  had  by any m em ber o f the bo ard, and av ail of any  inform ation by w itnesses to test the accuracy o f the

report.   The bo ard shall not allow  the co llector credi t for the taxes of any delinquent who m ay be ascertained to have

anything in possession  or in  actio n by a  sale  of w hich the co llecto r wou ld be ab le to  make the taxes; and all  of the list for

which the board shall  not allow a credit shall  be charged against the collector.   1942, 9986.

27-49-9.  Notwithstanding the allowance, taxes to be collected.  Notwithstanding the allowance of

insolvencies, the tax collector shall , if possible, collect the taxes of all  insolvent and delinquent taxpayers.  H e sh all reta in



a copy of the list reported  by h im, an d w hen ever he can find a ny p rope rty, real or   pe rsona l, be longing to  the  defendant,

he sha ll distra in and sell  the same, on five days' notice, to the highest bidder, for cash, and shall pay over the same as other

taxes collected.  The auditor,  on settlement with a tax collector,  shall require of him to report, on oath, whether he has

collected taxes from any, and which, of the delinquent taxpayers.   1942, 9987.

CHAPTER 51.  AD VALOREM TAXES--MOTOR VEHICLES

27-51-7.  Who is liable for ad valorem tax on motor vehicles. Any person required by law to pay a road

and bridge privilege license tax on an y m otor vehicle shall also be liable for the ad v alorem  taxes du e o n su ch  m oto r

vehic le.  Such tax sh all be paid  at the  sam e tim e the road  and b ridg e privilege  licen se tax is  paid, and the payment of the

said ad valorem taxes due shall be a prerequisite to the issuance of the said road and bridge privilege license.

The ad valorem tax lien date for the purpose of this chapter shall also constitute the ad valorem tax due date which

shall also be the sam e date th at the su bject m oto r vehic le is purchased  from  a bon a fide dealer, if it is intended that such

motor vehicle is to be operated upon the highways of this state.

Ad va lorem  taxes o n a ll moto r vehic les ... sh all be calculated as of the first day of the mon th in which such taxes

were due. . ..  1958, 588.

27-51-9.  Taxable and fiscal years--taxes to be collected by county and municipal tax
collectors--when to be paid.   For the purposes of this chapter, the fiscal year shall  comm ence on August 1, and sh all

end on July 31 of each year.   The taxable year shall  run concurrently with the taxable year in effect in the law pertaining

to the paym ent of the road an d bridge p rivilege license tax on  m otor vehicles.  Excep t as otherwise provided in Section 27-

41-2, ad valorem taxes on motor vehicles shall be collected by the county tax collector for the county and state and by the

mun icipal tax  co llecto r for  the  m un icipalities .  Ad valorem  taxes fo r any ensuing year may be paid during the mon th as

provided in Sec tion 27 -19-3 1, however, any said ad valorem taxes on any mo tor vehicle must be paid at the same time or

prior to the time that the road and bridge privilege license is issued for the subject m otor vehicle, unless herein otherw ise

specifically exempt from such ad valorem taxes.  The ad valorem tax on motor vehicles shall be computed on the millage

rates in effec t at the  time such privilege license tax is to be paid. 1976, 361; 1977, 484; 1980, 487; 1993,540; 1994, 465.

27-51-11.  Ad valorem tax receipts to be presented before road and bridge privilege license
issued--reports--penalties--auditing of tax collectors.  In cases w here the road  and b ridge privilege tax license

is issued b y the adm inistrator of the road an d bridg e privilege  tax law , before h e sha ll issue su ch license he  shall requ ire

tha t a tax receipt,  made out on the prescribed form and properly issued, be presented to him showing that all ad valorem

taxes due on such motor vehicle have been paid according to the situs of the subject motor vehicle as shown by the written

application for such privilege license.  If the application for such privilege license reveals that the situs of the subject motor

vehic le is in  a municipality, then the administrator of the road and bridge privilege tax law, before issuing said privilege

license, shall  require that a tax receipt m ade out on the presc ribed fo rm  and p rop erly  issued  be  presen ted  to him showing

that such ad valorem taxes due have also been paid.  The administrator of the road and bridge privilege tax  law  sh all secure

a rubber stamp to be used in stamping each such ad valorem tax receipt so p rese nted to  him .  This stamp shall show the

da te of issuance and the receipt number of the privilege license issued for each corresponding ad  va lorem  tax  receip t, da te

and licen se re ceipt num ber to be filled  in with ink, o r w ith indelible pencil , by and in the name of the administrator of the

road and bridge privilege tax law and countersigned by the issuing deputy or clerk.  The number of the corresponding ad

valorem  tax receipt presented shall be written by him on the privilege license receipt.  In cases where a separate municipal

ad valorem tax receipt for motor vehicles is necessary,  the sam e procedure  as o utlined  herein  sha ll be  followed  with

refe rence  to the m un icipal tax  receip t.

The administrator of the road and bridge privilege tax law, his d eputies or  clerks  vio lating  the  pro visio ns  of th is

section shall be liable on their  official bonds in double the amou nt of the ad valorem taxes due on each such motor vehicle.

Twice each fiscal year the administrator of the road and bridge privilege tax law shall file a report w ith the S tate

Auditor showing the privilege license receipt number, the corresponding ad valorem tax receipt number or numbers,  and

the name under which such license receipt was issued, for each suc h license re ceipt issued by h im .  A sep ara te repo rt shall

be made for each county involved, and a duplicate copy of such report shall be furnished the respective tax collector of each

coun ty invo lved, and  the  tax  co llecto r of e ach m un icipality  in said county.  One (1) of these reports shall be made on or

befo re M ay 15 covering all such license receipts issued by him for the then current  f iscal year, including those issued



through the month of April.  Another such report shall be made on o r before Novem ber 15 covering all such license

receipts issue d by  him  for the rem aining  portion  of the im m ediately p rior fiscal year.

The aforesaid reports shall  be preserved by the State Auditor, and, in auditing the tax collector for the

corresponding fisca l year, su ch  tax  receip ts indicated on these reports shall be reconciled with the corresponding ad valorem

tax receipt number in the office of the tax collector.   1942, 10007-06; 1958, 588; 1960, 413; 1968, 361; 1994, 465.

27-51-13.  Copy of tax levy to be furnished to county tax collector -- postponement of collection
while adoption of tax levy is delayed -- notice to be given -- owners not to be penalized.  On  or be fore

September 10, the clerk of the board of supervisors shall furnish the tax collector a certified copy of the county tax levy

for the ensu ing year. . ..  If  for any reason the said county tax levy is not adopted and/or delivered to the county tax collector

on or before the 15th day of Sep tem ber, then the said tax collector is authorized to postpone for one month the beginning

of the  co llectio n o f ad  va lorem  taxes and  road and  brid ge  priv ilege tax es o n a ll moto r vehic les lega lly situated  in his  coun ty

and liable for said taxes, and the tax co llector shall no tify the taxpa yers  through the newspapers of such fact.  If such tax

levy is not furnished the tax collector within the said one m onth, then the same proc ed ure  as to  postponement shall be

followed and the same imm unities shall apply from m onth to mo nth until such tax levy has been furnished the tax collector.

1968, 549; 2001, 596.

27-51-27.  Owner may receive credit for taxes paid when motor vehicle is destroyed--
application for -- perjury.  If any m oto r vehic le on  which the ad  va lorem  taxes p resc ribed here in have been paid  sha ll

be totally destroyed by fire,  etc. , or acts of providence, then, upon  pe tition  pro perly filed, the owner m ay  be  credited w ith

the amount of the ad valorem taxes on the proportionate part of the taxable year remaining, less ad valorem taxes accruing

on the salvage price, if  any, in calculating the amoun t of ad valorem taxes due on any replacement for such mo tor vehicle,

if replaced during the then current year.  In no even t may  there be a c ash  refu nd .  Pro of o f destruction o f said  m oto r vehic le

is required as set forth in the code and penalties are provided for false statements, etc.  1977, 484.

27-51-29.  Procedure where municipality desires county tax collector to collect motor vehicle
ad valorem taxes--fees--inspection of tax collector's records--penalties--tax collector liable on official
bond.  Any m unicipality in the state desiring to have its motor vehicle ad valorem taxes c ollected by the county tax

collector at the same time and in the same manner provided for the coun ty m ay  do  so a s is p rov ided fo r in detail in  this

section. . ..  The fees for such collection as provided in Section 25-7-21 shall  be retained by the county tax collector,  except

in no instance shall his fee be less than 2%.  Such fees shall  be paid into the general county fund .. . 1968, 549.

27-51-31.  Liability of tax collector on official bond.   The tax collector shall  be liable on his official bond

for th e am ou nt o f any taxes los t by  reason o f his  failu re to  com ply  with any  of the p rov ision s of  this chapte r, and it sh all

be the duty of the state auditor of public accounts to so charge the account of any such tax collector and to enforce payment

to the proper authorities of any such funds due and unpaid .. . 1960, 413.

27-51-33.   Tax assessors not required to assess motor vehicles -- assessed value of
personal property in county and municipality order directing county tax collector to collect municipal
taxes effective unit rescinded.  Upo n enactm ent of th is law , the tax assessors of the various counties and

mun icipalities of the sta te sh all not be required to assess motor vehicles, as defined in this chapter, in preparing their regular

assessm ent rolls from  year to y ear.

The total assessed value of all  motor vehicles as reflected by the annual report of the county tax collector shall  be

considered as a legal part of the assessed value of personal property in  the county and the total assessed value of motor

vehicles on which taxes were paid during the next preceding fiscal year shall  be used in determining the total assessed value

of a county for classification purposes, and the total assessed value of all  such motor vehicles of the municipality for the

sam e period, as reflected by the annual report of the county tax collector, shall be considered as a legal part of the assessed

value of personal property in the municipality in determining the total assessed value of such municipality.

Any  order legally adopted and made of minute record by the municipal authorities directing the county tax

collector to collect its ad va lorem  taxes o n m oto r vehic les as prov ided by th is ch ap ter sh all rem ain  in forc e fro m  year to



year until rescinded by official o rde r du ly record ed an d certified to the  cou nty tax  collector an d the m unicipal assesso r.

Further, any such order shall comply with the provisions of Section 27-41-2.

For any year,  any m un icipality m ay  adop t an  ord er rescin ding its fo rm er o rde r au tho rizing the co un ty tax collector

to collect  its ad va lorem  taxes o n m oto r vehic les, p rov ided that su ch  resc ind ing  ord er is d uly  adop ted , made of m inu te

record, and certified to the co un ty tax collector at least sixty (60) days prior to the beginning of the ensuing fiscal year,  and

such order shall  be published one (1) time in a newspaper having general c ircu lation  in the su bject m un icipality.  1977, 484;

1993, 540.

27-51-41.  Exemptions and credits, penalty for violation of section.  1995, 482; 1997, 377, 552; 1999,

476; 2000, 536; 2001, 596.

27-51-43.  Penalty for unauthorized delay in payment of taxes.  Any person operating a motor vehic le

who  has not paid the taxes due on said motor vehicle in  the time allowed therefor, shall be arrested by any officer

authorized to make arrests, and tried, and, if convicted, shall be gu ilty of a m isde m eano r for  eac h se parate  offe nse an d sh all

be fined as now provided by law. .. . A penalty of 5%  of the ad valorem taxes due shall be assessed against the taxpayer for

the first 15 day s of de linquency , or any  part thereo f ... such  pen alty m ay b e increa sed to 2 5%  for a d elinq uent period in

excess  of 15 days.  The penalty shall  be collected by  the  tax  co llecto r and deposited  in the co un ty genera l fun d upo n receipt.

Provided, however, the comm ission for good reason shown, may w aive all  or part of the penalties imposed.  Penalty to be

collected by tax collector and deposited into general fund. 1977, 484; 1982, 427.

27-51-103.  Tax credit; amount allowed against ad valorem taxes.
(1) From and after January 1, 1995, through Jun e 30, 199 5, a  taxpayer shall be allowed as a credit towards

the tax liabili ty imposed by Chapter 51, Title 27, Mississippi Code of 1972, on the amount of ad valorem taxes due during

the taxable year on any private carrier of passengers and light carrier of property owned by him, an amount equal to five

percent (5%) of the assessed value of the motor vehicle.

(2) From and after July 1, 1995, a taxpayer shall  be allowed as a credit against motor vehicle ad valorem taxes

due under Chapter 51, Title 27, M ississippi Code of 1972, on any private carrier of passengers and ligh t carrier o f pro perty

owned by him, an amount as provided for in subsection (3) of this section.  1994, 563.

CHAPTER 53.  AD VALOREM TAXES -- MOBILE HOMES

27-53-5 through 27-53-33.  Registration, assessment, collection of taxes, etc. regarding mobile
homes.  1985, 425; 1989, 478; 1990, 497; 1993, 513; 1995, 412; 1996, 394; 1999, 556; 2002, 378.

27-53-17. Contract with private collection agent for collection of delinquent mobile home taxes.
1995, 496.

CHAPTER 65.  SALES TAX

27-65-17.  Selling tangible personal property.  Fro m  and a fter Ja nu ary  1, 199 5, re tail sa les o f priv ate

carriers of passengers and light carriers of property, as defined in Section 27-51-101, shall be taxed an additional tw o

percent (2%).  1994, 563; 1998, 410; 1999, 452.

27-65-75.  Distribution of sales tax and settlement with the treasury.  [This section contains a detailed

form ula  regarding the distribution of the sales tax collected.] 1983, 542; 1984, 488; 1985, HB 1224; 1987, 322, 527; 1988,

353; 1992, 419; 1992, 565; 1993, 473; 1995,  521; 1997, 612; 1998,584; 1999, 535,575; 2000, 616; 2002, 434, 520, 582.

CHAPTER 71.  ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE TAXES

27-71-1 through 27-71-31.  Alcoholic beverage taxes.  Th e sections  in this chapte r are  concerned  with

the procedures to be used in the administration of the Local Option A lcoho lic Beverage  Con trol L aw  and m ore  particu larly

with the payment, collection and distribution of taxes connected therewith.  Section 27-71-5, which levies an annual

privilege tax, provides for the amou nts of said tax for the several types of permits and any additional tax which may be due

mun icipalities and counties thereund er and  sets  forth  the  distrib ution o f the  pro ceeds of  suc h taxes.  If the licensee is located

w ithin  a m un icipality, th e tax  com m ission sh all pay  the  am ou nt o f the  additiona l licen se tax to  the  m un icipality, and  if

outside a municipality the comm ission shall  pay the additional l icense tax to the county in which the licensee is located.



Pa ym ents shall  be made by the comm ission once each month for any collections during the preceding month. 1966, 649;

1976, 467; 1984, 425; 1985, SB 2216, 2876; 1986, 381, 500; 1988, 566; 1992, 456; 1996, 417.

CHAPTER 105.  DEPOSITORIES

27-105-5 through 27-105-6.   Depositories.  These sections contain detailed information about qualification

as a county fund depository, the guaranty pool, and the State Treasurer’s authority.

27-105-303.  Establishing of county depositories.   The amount of money belonging  to  the

several funds in the county treasury of each county in the state  which is re qu ired  to meet the current needs and demands

of no  m ore  than se ven business days shall be kep t on  depo sit in the qualif ied f inancial institutions  wh ose accounts are

insured by  the  FD IC or F SL IC, or in  some of them doing business in the several counties, provided that where there is no

such financ ial ins titution in  a county qualifying as a depository some  such financial institution in an adjoining county may

qualify as a depository.  All such deposits shall be subject to payment when demanded on warrant issued by the clerk of

the board of supervisors on the order of the said  board  or o n the allo wance of a  court authorized  to a llow  the  sam e.  Each

financial institu tion  qualify ing  as such cou nty  depository shall  not be required to pay interest to the county for the privilege

of h old ing  the  depo sits unless federal law permits the payment of interest on such deposits,  in which case the maximum

permitted interest rate shall be paid on suc h dep osits.  W here more than one financial institution in a cou nty o ffers to qualify

as a depo sitory, the bo ard of supe rvisors m ay  allocate such mo ney to each qualified financial institution as nearly as

practica ble  in proportion to their respective net worth, and may  adopt the rules for receiving such deposits. (But see Section

27-105-327.) 1946, 422; 1985, 514; 1988, 473.

27-105-305 through 27-105-313.  Procedures in establishment of county depositories.

27-105-315. Depositories--securities to be deposited--safe deposit box.

(1) Any  financial institution in a county, or in an  adjoin ing co unty  wh ere there  is no  financ ial ins titution in

the coun ty qualifying, whose accounts are insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or any successors to that

insurance corporation may qualify as a county  de po sitory , if the institution qualifies as a public funds depository under

Section 27-105-5 or a public funds guaranty pool member under Sections 27-105-5 and 27-105-6.  The qualified financial

institution sha ll secure  those d eposits by  placing qua lified  securities on  depo sit w ith the Sta te Treasurer a s prov ided in

Section 27-105-5.

(2) Notwithstanding the foregoing, any financial institution not meeting the prescribed ratio requirement

wh ose accounts are insured by the  Federal D eposit Insu rance  Corp ora tion  or any  suc cesso rs to  that insurance corporation,

may  receive county funds in an amount not exceeding the amount that is insured by that insurance corporation and may

qualify as a county depository to the extent of that insurance.  1948, 463; 1980, 367; 1985, 514, 1988, 473; 2000, 408.

27-105-321.  Receipts in triplicate to be issued for deposits--disposition of same.   When any

payment of cou nty  fun ds  sha ll be  m ade in to a cou nty depo sitory the depo sitory shall  give the person making such payment

triplicate  receip ts, specifying the ac coun ts on  which the paym ent is m ade, one  of w hich sh all be immediately mailed to the

chancery clerk of the county.  Any person paying money into the county depositories shall , before paying same, receive

a pay warrant from the chancery clerk  allow ing  him  to make such deposit , and no county depository shall  receive any

money into a county fund unless same is accompanied by such pay warrant. 1912, 194.

27-105-323.  Detailed reports made to supervisors of receipts and disbursements by depositories.

Every county depository, at  the regular January, April , July and October meetings of the board of supervisors, and at such

other times as may be required by the board, shall  make to said board a detailed report of all  moneys received by it  and of

the disbursements thereof,  etc. 1946, 338.

27-105-325.  How tax collectors to settle with.  In making a settlement with the county treasury, the tax

collector sha ll pay the am ou nt due  the  coun ty to  a co un ty depo sitory.  The tax collector, in m aking d eposits, shall  receive

du plicate  receipts for the same and shall  mail one to the ch ancery c lerk , and the co un ty depository , upon  dem and, sh all

issue its official receipt.  1912, 194.



27-105-327. Amount to be paid by depositories for privilege of keeping funds--how
computed.  The amo unt to be paid by any and all depositories for the privilege of keeping county funds  on  depo sit, if

required to be paid under the provisions of Section 27-105-303, shall  be computed on the average daily balance of the

pu blic  money kept on  depo sit the rew ith and  there be cred ited  and paid  to the co unty  m onth ly.  Each  dep ository sh all render,

at the beginn ing o f each  and  every  month, to the chancery clerk a statement in duplicate,  showing the daily balance of the

coun ty money held by it  during the month next preceding, and all  sums paid to the county for the privilege of k eeping sa id

county money shall be credited to the account of the several funds entitled thereto. 1912, 194; 1985, 514.

27-105-337.  Tax collector to deposit funds.   Upon selection of any county depository, either upon bids

therefor or by designation of the board of supervisors or the comm issioner of banking and consumer fina nc e, and such

designated financial institution becoming qualified as required by law, the tax  co llecto r of such cou nty  or cou nties shall

depo sit all funds collected therein and thereafter make a transfer to the several accounts and funds as now required by law

of him in making his settlem en ts.   Upon so depositing such funds when collected, the tax collector shall  thereupon be

relieved and discharged from further liability therefor excepting for such amount as the tax collector m ay w ithdraw or cause

to be withdrawn from his account or accounts and to which he is not legally entitled. 1950, 203; 1985, 514.

Cro ss references--

As to tax collector's settlement with county treasury, see §21-105-325.

As to tax collector's monthly report of state,  county and levee taxes collected, see §27-29-11.

27-105-343.  Chancery clerks to perform duties of county treasurers.   All the duties except that of

receiving and disbursing money that were imposed by law on county treasurers shall  be required to be done by chan cery

clerks, and they shall  be the custod ians of  all bo ok s, record s, pa pers, an d vou chers h ere tofo re belong ing  to cou nty

treasurers, ... and  said  clerks  sha ll be  liable on their official bonds for the proper care of the same. . ..  The duty of receipting

for and disbursing all moneys heretofore deposited with the county treasurers shall be done and performed by the

designated county and drainage district depositories.  .. . Boards of supervisors may allow chancery clerks as compensation

for the performance of the duties required of them as county treasurers not exceeding $1,000.00 per annum. 1981, 497.

27-105-345.  Traffic in public funds prohibited--penalty therefor.   The making of profit,  directly or

indirectly, by the county treasurer, tax collector,  treasurer of any board of trustees, or any officer whatever,  out of any

mon ey belonging to a county .. . by loaning or otherwise using it,  or depositing the same in any manner contrary to law,

or a removal by any such officer or by his consent of suc h m on eys ... and p lacin g it elsew here than  pro vided  by  law , sha ll

constitute a  felony, and, on  conv iction  thereo f, the  officer guilty  thereo f shall be su bject to  imprison m ent in the sta te

penitentiary .. . or a fine . ..  or both. 1912, 194.

27-105-349.  County withdrawal of bonds pledged or filed as  security.

 Th e S tate T reasurer is a uthorized  and em po wered to  allow coun ty depositories of  coun ty fu nd s or  coun ty district

funds o f every kind  and ch aracter to withdraw  any b ond s pledged  or filed or de posited as security for those dep osits:

(a) W hen in the opinion o f the State Treasurer the dep osits becom e reduce d to such an extent as to jus tify

such  withdraw al;

(b) Or to withdraw any such bonds or corporate surety bonds, and substitute in lieu thereof other bonds or

corporate surety bonds, as the case may be.

All such bonds shall be such as are authorized by law to be pledged or filed as secu rity for those d epo sits, or if a

corpo rate  surety bond, it  must be made by a surety comp any authorized to do business in this state; and in addition, all such

deposits shall  be fully secured and covered as required by Section 27-105-5.  1956, 206; 1995, 567; 2000, 408.

27-105-351.  Drainage district funds--how dealt with.  All fund s com ing into the  cou nty treasu ry

belonging to any drainage district shall  be deposited in the county depository under the same conditions as county funds

are deposited, and withdrawn therefrom in the same manner. 1912, 194.

27-105-365.  Depository for county and municipal hospital funds--investments.  [This section

contains provisions concerning depositories for county and municipal hospital funds.]  1968, 452; 1975, 313; 1985, 514;

1995, 567; 1998, 309; 1999, 547; 2000, 399.



27-105-367.  Surplus funds; transfer to other funds; procedures; petition and election as to
certain transfers; retirement of bonds and interest.

(1) The board of supervisors and municipal governing authorities, by order spread on their minutes, may

transfer any balance rem aining  in a special fund  in the treasu ry of the county or municipality, as the case may be, to the

general fund to be used for general purposes for the succeeding fiscal year if the purpose for which the special fund was

created has been fully carried ou t.  Taxes imposed for the succeeding fiscal year for county or municipal general purposes

shall  be reduced by the amount of such balance transferred from the special fund to the general fund.

(2) (a) W hen there is any surplus monies less than Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00)

in any sp ecial fund  in the treasury . ..  and the  board  of sup erv isors ... shall desire  to transfer a ll

or part of the surplus monies in the spec ial fund to  som e othe r fund  ... such  boa rd of sup ervisors

... shall  cause an order to be entered on their  minutes declaring their intention so to do, which

said  order shall  show the name of the special fund, the  am ou nt of surplus monies to be

transferred, and the nam e of the  fun d to  w hich it is to be transferred, and same shall  be

transferred accordingly.

(b) W henever the  surplus m on ies in  any special fund  shall be T wo Thou sand  Five  Hu ndred D ollars

($2,500.00) or more, the board of supervisors, . ..  shall cause notice of sam e to  be  publish ed  in

some newspaper published for 3 consecutive weeks or,  if  there be no newspaper so published,

then in so m e new spaper hav ing  a genera l circu lation  in the county, district or municipality.

Thereafter, the monies shall be transferred as stated in the order not less than thirty (30) days

after the  first pub licatio n in  a new spaper as ab ov e sta ted , un less  within  said  thirty  (30 ) days , a

petit ion against the proposed transfer, signed by twenty percent (20% ) or fifteen hun dred  (150 0),

whichever is less, of the qualified electors residing in the county, district  or municipality, as the

case may be, shall be filed with the governing body.  In the event such petition is filed, an

election on  the  question o f such  transfer  sha ll be called and he ld as he rein provided .  ...If a

m ajority of the qualified electors voting in the election vote in favor of the transfer of surplus

m onies, then such monies shall  be transferred.  If a m ajority o f the  qualified  elec tors  vo ting  in

the election do not vote in favor of such transfer of surplus monies, then such monies shall  not

be transferred .  Prov ided, how ever, that if  the question of transferring the  ba lance  rem ain ing  in

a special fund, the purpose for which such fund was created having been fully  car ried  ou t, fails

at an election held on same, then such monies shall  be invested as authorized by law  and sh all

be calculated in the budget for  the county or municipality, as the case may be, to be used for

general purposes for the succeeding fiscal year.  Taxes imposed for the succeeding fiscal year

for county or municipal general purposes shall be reduced by the amoun t of such monies in such

special fund.

(3) (a) W hen the balance remaining in any fund as set forth in subsections (1) and  (2) represents a part

of the proceeds of bonds sold for such county, district  or municipality, and any part of said bonds

or interest thereon remains unpaid, then such balance shall be transferred to the bond and interest

fund to retire said bond s and interest due thereon , regardless of the amount thereof,  without the

necessity of publishing the order transferring same.

(b) Surplus m onies in a bond an d interest fund shall not be transferred unless there remains to the

credit of such fund a su fficient balan ce  to fully retire such bonds and interest thereon, including

all redeemable bond coupons and the tax levy  required to be m ade to pay principal of and  interest

on such bonds as they become due has been discontinued by the governing authorities of the

coun ty or municipality, as the case may  be.  Surplus monies in a bond and interest fund may be

transferred to the general fund in accordance with subsection (1) of this section or to other funds

in accorda nce w ith subsection (2) (b) of this section, regardless of the amount of the ba lance  to

be  transfer red .  1942 , 9176 ; 1932 , 191; 195 0, 232 ; 1983 , 386, 535 ; 1988 , 337. 

Cro ss reference--

Deposit in special fund of proceeds of notes or certificates issued by board of trustees of school district

in county system, see § 37-59-113.

27-105-369.  Acceptance by banks of checks payable to county, etc.  All ban ks in this state are

required to accep t all checks  and d rafts  tha t are  payable  to any county, municipality or other political subdivision, or po litic



body, on ly fo r depo sit to the cred it of the particular payee to which such checks or drafts are payable, or to issue  cash ier 's

checks, certified checks and similar exchange in the name of and on behalf of the particular payee. 1974, 372.

CHAPTER 107.  DISASTER RELIEF

27-107-1 through 27-107-145. Disaster relief funds from state--utilization and accountability.

Th is chapter is devoted to statutes dealing with disaster relief funds from the state for the benefit of counties and

m unicipalities.  Such disaster relief funds include those for the hurricane disaster of 1969, (1969, Ex Sess, 33); the Federal

Disaster Relief Act of 1970 (1971, 383); the flooding disaster of 1973 (1973, 464); the tornado, rain and flooding disaster

of 1975 (1975, 305); excessive rains and floods of spring of 1975 (1975, 441); tornado disaster of M arch 12, 1975 (1975,

458 ).  The utilization and acco untability of such funds, inc lud ing  the ir be ing  audited by the S tate D epartm ent of A ud it, is

prov ided fo r in this chap ter.

TITLE 29.  PUBLIC LANDS, BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY

CHAPTER 1.  PUBLIC LANDS

29-1-3.  Sixteenth section lieu lands.   The land comm issioner has a supervisory power over 16th section

lands; and he shall supply to the boards of supervisors and other interested persons inform ation conce rning these

lands, and make such recomm endations and suggestions as he may deem proper. 1978,  525.  Office of land

comm issioner abolished 1978, Chapter 458.  Duties to secretary of state.

29-1-21 through 29-1-201.  Acquisition and sale of public lands, generally.   The sections provide

info rm ation con cernin g the ac qu isition  and sa le of pu blic  lands , whe ther acqu ired  by  tax  sales or  no t.

29-1-63.  Sale price of Chickasaw school lands.  The Chickasaw school lands are to be sold by the land

comm issioner at the price of not less than $6.00 per acre unless said lands are situated in a levee district  outside of and

unprotected by the levees, in which case they shall  be sold for not less than $1.25 per acre.  1892, 2576; 1942, 4121.

Cross references--

As to commissioner's supervisory power over Choctaw school lands, see §29-1-3.

As to co nstitutional authority for legislation governing sale of C hickasaw  schoo l lands,

    see M iss Const §211.

29-1-145. Secretary of State to pay counties for maintenance costs of lands to be sold for unpaid
taxes. 1995, 352.

CHAPTER 3. SIXTEENTH SECTION AND LIEU LANDS

29-3-1.  Board of Education to have control.   1974, 341; 1978, 525.

29-3-133. Construction of roads or streets upon lands in Hinds County.  1974, 370.

29-3-135.  Payment of cost of construction of roads or streets.   1974, 370.

TITLE 31.  PUBLIC BUSINESS, BONDS AND OBLIGATIONS

CHAPTER 5. PUBLIC WORKS CONTRACTS



31-5-3.  Bond for payment of taxes, licenses, etc .   The bond of any contractor, in addition to the coverage

provided for in the preceding section, shall  also cover the obligation of said  contractor to p rom ptly  m ake paym ent of a ll

taxes, licen ses , assessm ents, contributions , dam ages, p enalties , and in terest the reon. ... In the default of the prompt payment

. ..  thereof . ..  a direct proceeding on said bond may be brought.  .. . 1944, 145.

31-5-17.  Resident labor used on public works.  1938, 359.

31-5-23.  State products to be used in public works.  1950, 392.

31-5-25.  Time for full and final payment to contractors.  1985, 505; 1994 Ex, 26; 2002, 519.

31-5-27.  Payment of interest on delinquent amounts.  W hen a contractor receives any payment under

a public construction contract, the contractor shall, upon receipt of that paymen t, pay each subcontractor and material

supplier in prop ortion to the  percentage  of w ork  completed by each subcontractor and material supplier.   If  for any reason

the con tractor receives less than the full  payment due under the public construction contract,  the contractor shall be

obligated to disburse on a prorate basis those funds received, w ith the con tractor, subcontractors and material suppliers each

receiving a prorated portion based on the amount due on the payment.  If the contractor without reasonable  cau se fa ils to

make any  pay m ent to his su bco ntractors  and material suppliers within fifteen (15) days after the receipt of paym ent under

the public construction contract, the contractor shall  pay to his subcontractors and material suppliers, in addition to the

paym ent due them , a penalty in the amount of one-half of one percent (½ of 1%) per day of the delinquency, calculated

from  the expiration of the 15-day period until fully paid.  The total penalty shall not exceed fifteen percent (15%) of the

outstanding balance due. 1972, 534; 1985, 505.

31-5-29.  Applicability of Sections 31-5-25, 31-5-27.

31-5-35.  Public employees prohibited from requiring bidder on public contract to obtain surety
bonds from any particular company, agent, or broker.

No state, county, or municipal employee, and no person acting or purporting to act on behalf of such emp loyee,

or any state,  county or m un icipal ag ency , sha ll, with  resp ect to an y pub lic building or construction contract which is about

to be o r wh ich ha s been co m petitively bid o r negotiated, requ ire the bidder to m ake ap plication to  or fu rnish fin ancial d ata

to, or to obtain or procure any of the surety bonds, or surety bond com ponents of wrap-up insurance, that is specified  in

connection with such contract or specified by any law, from  any particula r insurance or surety  com pan y, age nt or bro ker.

2001, 326.

31-5-51.  Performance and payment bonds; persons entitled to sue on payment bond.  
(1) Any  person ente ring  into  a fo rm al co ntract w ith the state or any county, city or political subdivision

thereof, or othe r pub lic authority fo r the con struction, alteration, or rep air of any  pub lic building  or pu blic work, be fore

en tering in to su ch  contract, shall furnish to  suc h pub lic bod y, excep t as p rov ided in  subsection (5) of this section, bonds

with goo d and  suf ficient su rety  as fo llow s...

(5) W henever a contract is less than Twenty-f ive Th ou san d D ollars ($25 ,000.00) th e owners m ay  elec t to

make a lump sum  payment at the completion of the job.  Lum p  su m  payments will not be made until  completion and

acceptance by the governing agency.  In such a case a performance bond or payment bond will  not be required.

(7) Any  person entering into a formal contract with the state which exceeds $5,000.00 or with a

county...which exceeds $25,000.00 for the construction, alteration, or repa ir of any  pub lic building  or pu blic work, be fore

entering into such contract,  shall furnish...  proof.. .of general l iabili ty insurance coverage in an am ount not less than

$1,000,000.00 for bodily injury and property damage.  1994, 626; 2000, 409; 2001, 416.

CHAPTER 7.  PUBLIC PURCHASES

31-7-12.  State contract price for purchase of commodities. 

(1) Except in regard to purchases of unmarked vehicles made in accordance with purchasing regulations adopted

by the Department of Finance and Administration pursuant to Section 31-7-9(2), all agencies shall purchase comm odities

at the  state  contract pr ice  from the approved source, unless approval is granted by the Department of Finance and

Adm inistration to solicit purchases outside the terms of the contracts.  How ever, prices accepted by an agency shall be less

than the prices set by the state contract.  Prices accepted by an agency shall be o btained  in com pliance  with p aragraph (a ),



(b) o r (c) o f Se ction 31-7 -13 .  It sha ll be  the  resp on sibility  of the D epartm ent of F inance an d A dm inistra tion  to ascerta in

tha t the  resu lting  prices sha ll provide a c os t effective alte rna tive  to the es tab lished sta te co ntract.

(2) Governing authorities may purchase commodities approved by the Department of Finance and Adm inistration

from  the state contract vendor, or from any source offering the identical comm odity, at  a price not exceeding the state

contract price established by the Department of Finance and Administration for such comm odity, without obtaining or

advertising for competitive bids. Governing authorities that do not  exercise the option to purchase such comm odities from

the state contract vendor or from another source offering the identical comm odity at a price not exceeding the state contract

price established by the Department of Finance and A dm inistra tion  sha ll make such purchases pursuant to the provisions

of Section 31-7-13 without regard to state contract prices established by the Department of Finance and Administration,

unless such purchases are authorized to be made under subsection (6) of this section.

(3) Nothing in this section shall prohibit governing authorities from purchasing, pursuant to subsections (1) and

(2) of this section, comm odities approved by the Department of Finance and Adm inistration at a price not exceeding the

state contract price established by the Department of Finance and Administration.

(4) The Department of Finance and Administration shall ensure that  the prices of all  comm odities o n the sta te

contract are the lowest and best prices available from any source offering that comm odity at the same level of quality or

service, utilizing the reasonable standards established therefor by the Department of Finance and Adm inistration.  If the

Department of Finance and Administration does not list an approved price for th e particula r item  involved , pu rchase  sha ll

be made according to statutory bidding and licensing requirements.  To encourage prudent purchasing practices, the

Departm ent of F inance an d A dm inistra tion  sha ll be  au tho rized and  em po wered to  exem pt certa in comm odities from the

requirem ent that the lowest and b est price be appro ved b y order p laced on  its m inutes.

(5) Any school district may purchase comm odities from  vendors with which any levying authority of the school

distric t, as defined in Section 37-57-1, has contracted through competitive bidding procedures pursuant to  Section 31-7-13

for purchases of the same commodities.  Purchases authorized by this subsection may be made by  a school district without

obtaining or advertising for competitive bids, and such purchases shall  be made at the same prices and under th e sam e

conditions as purchases of the same commodities are to be made by the levying authority of the school district under the

contract with the vendor.  1980, 440; 1983, 330; 1984, 488; 1985, 525; 1986, 489; 1988 Ex Sess, 14, §64; 1989, 394; 1990,

374; 1990, 561; 1993, 418, 556; 1997, 556; 2000, 593.

31-7-13.  Bid requirements and exceptions; public auctions.  

A ll agencies  and gov ern ing  au tho rities sh all purchase th eir com m od ities and printing; contract for garbage

collection or disposal; contract for solid waste collection or disposal; contract for sewage collection or disposal; contract

for public construction; and contract for rentals as herein provided.

(a) Bidding procedure for purchases not over $3,500.00.- Purchases which do not involve an exp end iture of m ore

than Three Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($3,500.00),  exclusive of freight or shipping charges, may be made without

advertising or otherwise requesting com petitive bids.  Provided, however, that nothing contained in this paragraph (a) sha ll

be construed to  pro hib it any agency or governing authority from establishing procedures which require competitive bids

on purchases o f Three T hou sand F ive Hu ndred  Do llars ($3,500 .00) or less.

(b) Bidding procedure for purchases over $3 ,500 .00 but not over $15,000 .00.- Purchases which involve an

exp end iture of m ore than Three Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($3,500.00) but not m ore than F ifteen Th ousand  Do llars

($15 ,000 .00), exclusive of freight and shipping charges may be made from the lowest and best bidder without publishing

or posting advertisement for bids, provided at least two (2) competitive written bids have been obtained.  Any governing

au tho rity pu rchasin g com m od ities pursuant to  this parag raph (b ) m ay  au tho rize  its pu rchasin g agent, o r his  design ee , with

regard  to governing authorities other than counties, or its purcha se clerk, or his designee, with regard to counties, to accept

the lowest and best competitive written bid.  Such authorization shall be made in writing by the governing authority and

shall be maintained on file in the prim ary o ffice of the agency and recorded in the official minutes of  the governing

authority, as appropriate.   The purchasing agent or the purchase clerk, or their designee, as the case may be, and not the

governing authority, shall be liable for any penalties and/or damages as may be imposed by law for any act or omission

of the purchasing agent or purchase clerk, or their designee, constituting a v iola tion  of law in accep ting  any b id without

approval by the governing authority.  The term "competitive written bid" shall  mean a bid subm itted on a bid form

furnished by the buying agency or governing authority and signed by authorized personnel representing the vendo r, or a

bid  sub m itted o n a  vend or's le tterhead o r identifiable  bid form and signed by authorized personnel representing the vendo r.

Bids may be submitted by facsimile,  electronic mail or other generally accepted method of information distribution. Bids

submitted by electronic transmission shall  not require the signature of the vendor’s representative unless required by

agen cies or gove rning autho rities.

(c) Bidding procedure for purchases over $15,000.00 .-

(i) Publication Requirement.- Purchases w hich involve an e xpe nditure o f more than Fifteen Thousand

Dollars ($15,000.00), exclusive of freight and shipping charges may be m ade from the lowest  and best bidder after

advertising for competitive sealed bids once each week for two (2) consecutive weeks in a regular newspaper published

in the county or municipality in which such agency or governing authority is located.  The date as published for the bid



opening shall  not be less than seven (7) working days after the last published notice; how ever, if the pu rchase invo lves a

construction pro ject in  wh ich the estimated co st is in excess of Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00), such bids shall not

be opened in less than fifteen (15) working days after the last notice is published and the notice for the purchase of such

construction shall  be published once each week for two (2) consecutive weeks.  The notice of intention to let  contracts or

purchase equipm ent sha ll state the time an d place at w hich bids sha ll be received, list the contracts to be made or types of

equipm ent or su pp lies to  be  pu rchased, and , if all plans  and/o r specifications are  no t publish ed , refe r to the plans and/or

specifications on  file.  If there is no newspaper published in the county or municipality, then such notice shall  be given by

posting same at the courthouse, or for municipalities at the city hall, and at two (2) other public places in the county or

municipality, and also by publication once each week for two (2) consecutive weeks in some newspaper having a general

circulation in the county or m un icipality in  the  abov e prov ided m anner.  On the sam e date  tha t the  no tice is  sub m itted to

the newspaper for publication, the  agency  or g ov ern ing  au tho rity invo lved sh all m ail w ritten  no tice to , or p rov ide  elec tron ic

notification to the main office of the M ississippi Contract Procurement Center that contains the sam e information as that

in the published notice.

(ii) Bidding Process Amendment Procedure.- If all p lans and/or specifications are published in the

notification, then the plans and/or specifications may not be amended. If all  plans and/or specifications are not published

in the no tification, then amendm ents to the plans/specifications ,  bid opening date,  bid opening time and place may be

made, provided that the agency or governing authority maintains a list  of all prospective b idders w ho  are  know n to  have

received a copy of the bid documents and all  such prospective bidders are sent copies of all  amendm ents.  This notification

of amendm ents may be made via mail,  facsimile,  electronic mail or other generally accepted method of information

distribution.  No add endu m  to b id spe cifications  m ay  be  issued  within  two (2) working days of the time established for the

receipt of bids unless such addendum also amends the  bid  opening date to a date not less than five (5) working days after

the date of the addendum.

(iii) Filing Requirement.- In a ll cases involving governing authorities, before the notice shall be published

or posted, the plans or specifications for the construction or equipment being sought shall  be f iled with the clerk of the

boa rd of the gove rning  autho rity. In addition to these requirements, a bid file shall be established wh ich shall indicate those

ven dors  to w ho m  suc h so licitations  and sp ecifications w ere  issued , and su ch  file shall also con tain  suc h in form ation as is

pertinent to the bid.

( iv) Specification Restrictions.-   Specifications pertinent to such bidding shall be written so as not to

exclude comparable equipment of domestic manufacture.  Provided, however, that should valid justification be presented,

the De partm ent of F inanc e and  Ad m inistration or the b oard  of a governing authority may appro ve  a requ est fo r specific

equipm ent necessary to  perform  a sp ecific job. Further, such justification, when placed on the minutes of the board of a

governing authority, may serve as authority for that governing authority to write specifications to require a specific item

of equipment needed to perform a specific job. In addition to these requ irements, from  and  after July 1 , 1990, ven dors  of

relocatab le classrooms and the specifications for the purchase of such relocatable  c lassroom s published by local school

boards shall meet all pe rtinent regu lation s of  the  Sta te B oard o f Ed ucation, including p rior app rov al of such  bid  by  the  Sta te

Department of Education.

(d) Lowest and best bid decision  procedure.- 

(i) Decision Procedure.- Purchases may be made from the lowest and best bidder.  In determining the

lowest and b est bid, freight and sh ipping charges shall be included.  Life-cycle costing, total cost bids,

wa rranties, guaranteed buy-back pro visio ns  and o ther relevant p rov ision s m ay  be  inc luded  in the  best bid

calculation. All best bid procedures for state agencies must be in comp liance with regulations established

by the Department of Finance and  Ad m inistration. If any governing authority accepts a bid other than the

lowest bid  actually submitted, i t shall  place on its minutes detailed calculations and  narrative su m m ary

showing that the accepted bid was determined to be the lowest and best bid, including the dollar amount

of the acc epted  bid an d the dollar am oun t of the  lowest b id.  N o agency o r go vernin g authority  sha ll

accep t a bid based o n items no t included in the specifications.

(ii) Construction Project Negotiations Authority.- If the  low est and  best bid  is not more than ten percent

(10%) abov e the am ou nt o f fun ds  allocated for a public construction or renovation  project,  then the

agency or governing authority shall be permitted to negotiate with the lowest bidder in ord er to  en ter in to

a contract for an amount not to exceed the funds allocated.

(e) Lease-purchase authorization.- For purposes of th is section, the term  “eq uipm ent” sh all m ean equ ipm ent,

furniture  and,  if  applicable, associated software and other applicable direct costs associated with the acquisition. Any

lease-purchase  of equ ipm ent which an agency is  not required to lease-purch ase under the master lease-purchase program

pursuant to Section 31-7-10 and any lease-purchase of equipment which a governing authority elects to lease-purchase may

be acquired by a lease-purchase agreement under this paragraph (e).   Lease-purchase financing may also be obtained from

the vendor or from a third-party source after having solicited and obtained at least two (2) written competitive bid s, as

defined in paragraph (b) of this section, for such financing without advertising for such bids.  Solicitation for the bids for

financing may occur before or after acceptance of bids for the purchase of such equipment or, where no such bids for

purchase are required, at any time before the purchase thereof.   No such lease-purchase agreement shall be for an annual



rate  of in terest w hich is g rea ter than  the  overa ll max imum  interest rate to m aturity on  general ob ligation inde btedness

permitted und er Section 75-17 -101 , and the  term of such lease -purcha se a gre em en t shall  not exceed the useful life of

equipment covered thereby as determined according to the upper limit of the asset depreciation range (ADR ) guidelines

for the Class Life Asset Depreciation Range System established by the Internal Revenue Service pursuant to the United

States Internal Revenue Co de and regulations thereunder as in effect on Decem ber 31, 1980, or comparable depreciation

guidelines with respect to any  equipm ent no t covered  by  ADR gu idelines.  A ny  lease-purchase agreem ent en tered in to

pursuant to th is pa rag raph (e ) m ay  conta in any of the terms and conditions which a master lease-purchase agreement m ay

conta in under the provisions of Section 31-7-1 0(5), and sha ll contain an annu al allocation dep ende ncy clau se sub stan tially

similar to that set forth in Section 31-7 -10(8).  Each  agenc y or go verning authority entering into a lease-purchase

transaction pursuan t to this paragraph  (e) shall  maintain with respect to each su ch lease-purc hase  transaction the same

information as required to be maintained by the Department of Finance and Adm inistration pursu ant to Section 3 1-7-1 0(13 ).

How ever, nothing contained in this section sh all be construed  to perm it agenc ies to acquire items of equipment with a total

acquisition cost in the aggregate of less than Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) by a single lease-purchase transaction.

All equipm ent, and the purchase th ereof b y any  lessor, acquired by lease -pu rchase  under this  paragraph and  all

lease-purchase  paymen ts with respect thereto shall be exempt from all M ississippi sales, use and ad valorem taxes.  Interest

paid on any lease-purchase agreement under this section shall  be exempt from State of Mississippi income taxation.

(f) Alternate bid authorization.- W hen necessary to ensure ready availability of comm odities for public works and

the timely  completion of public projects, no  more than two (2) alternate bids may be acc ep ted  by  a gov ern ing  au tho rity

for comm odities.  No purchases may be made through use of such a lternate bids procedure u nless the lowest and  best

bidder, for reasons beyond his control, cannot deliver the comm odities contained in his bid.  In that event, purchases of such

comm odities may be m ade from o ne (1) of the bidders whose bid was accepted as an alternate.

(g) Construction contract change authorization.- In the event a determination is made by an agency or governing

authority after a construction contract is let  that changes or modifications to the original co ntract are necessary  or w ou ld

better serve the purpose of the agency or the governing authority, such agency or governing authority may, in its discretion,

order such changes pertaining to the construction that are necessary under the circumstances without the necessity of further

pu blic  bids; prov ided that su ch  change  sha ll be m ad e in  a co m m erc ially  reasonable  m anner and sh all not be m ade to

circum ven t the pub lic purch asing  statutes.  In addition to any other authorized person, the architect or engineer hired by

an agency or governing authority with respect to any public construction contract shall  have the authority, when granted

by an agency or governing authority, to authorize changes or modifications to the original contract without the  necessity

of prior approval of the agency or governing authority when any such change or modification is less than one percent (1%)

of the total contract amount.  The agency or governing authority may limit the nu m ber, manner or frequency of such

em ergency  chang es or m odifications.

(h) Petroleum purchase alternative.- In addition to other m ethod s of pu rchas ing au thorized  in this chap ter, when

any agency or governin g authority  sha ll have a need for gas, diesel fuel,  oils and/or other petroleum products in excess of

the am ou nt se t forth  in paragraph  (a) o f this  section, such agency or governing authority may purchase the comm odity after

having solicited and obtained at least two (2) competitive written  bids, as  defined in  parag raph (b ) of th is section.  If tw o

(2) com petitive w ritten  bids are  no t ob tained  the  en tity sh all co m ply  with the procedures set forth in paragraph (c) of this

section. In the event any agency or governing authority shall have advertised for bids for the purchase of gas, die sel fu el,

oils  and other petroleum products and coal and no acceptable bids can be obta ined, su ch  agency  or g ov ern ing  au tho rity

is authorized and directed to enter into any nego tiations necessary to secure the low est and best contract available for the

purchase of such  com m odities.

(i) Road construction petroleum products price adjustment clause authorization.-  Any agency or governing

au tho rity authorized to en ter into con tracts for  the construction, maintenance, surfacing or repair of highways, roads or

streets, may include in its bid proposal and contract docum ents a price adjustment clause with relation to the cost to the

contractor, including taxes, based upon an industry-wide cost index, of petroleum products including asphalt used in the

performance  or execu tion  of the co ntract or in the p rod uc tion  or m anufacture o f m ater ials for use in such performance. Such

industry-wide index shall  be established and published monthly by the M ississippi  Department of Transportation with a

copy thereof to be mailed, upon request,  to the clerks of the governing authority of each municipality and the clerks of each

boa rd of  supervisors throughout the state . Th e p rice adjustment clause shall be based on the cost of such petroleum

pro du cts only and shall  not include any additional profit or overhead as part of the adjustment.  The bid proposals or

document contract shall contain the basis and methods of adjusting unit prices for the change in the cost of such petroleum

produ cts.

(j) State agency emergency purchase procedure.- If the executive head of any agency of the state shall  determine

that an  em ergency  ex ists in  regard  to the purchase o f any com m od ities o r rep air con trac ts, so  tha t the  de lay  inc ident to

giving opportunity for competitive bidding would be detrimental to the interests of the  state , then the prov ision s he rein  for

competitive bidding shall  not apply and the head of such agency shall be authorized to make the purchase or repair.  Total

purchases so made shall  only be for the purpose of meeting needs created by the emergency situation.  In the event such

executive head is responsible to an agency board, at the meeting next following the emergency purchase, documentation

of the purchase, including a description of the comm odity purchased, the purchase price thereof and the nature of the



emergency sha ll be presented to the board and placed on the minutes of the board of such agency.  The head of such agency

shall, at the earl iest possible date following such emergency purchase, file with the Department of Finance and

Adm inistration (i)  a statement under oath certifying the conditions and c ircum stan ces of  the  em ergency , and (ii)  a certified

copy of the ap pro pria te minutes of the board of such agency, if applicable. On or before  Septem ber 1 o f each  year, the S tate

Auditor sha ll prepare and  de liver to the Senate  Fees, Sa laries and Ad m inistration Com m ittee, the Ho use Fees and Salaries

of Public Officers Com mittee and the Joint Legislative Budget Committee a report containing a list of all state agency

em ergency  purcha ses and su ppo rting docum entation for each em ergency  purcha ses.

(k) Governing authority  emergency purchase procedure.- If the governing authority, or the gov ern ing  au tho rity

acting through its designee, shall determine that an emergency exists in regard to the purchase of any comm odities or repa ir

contracts, so that the delay incident to giving opportunity for  competitive bidding w ou ld be detrim ental to  the interest of

the governing authority, then the provisions herein for competitive bidding shall not apply and any officer or agent of such

governing au tho rity having genera l or sp ecial au tho rity there for in  m aking  suc h purchase o r rep air sh all appro ve  the  bill

presented therefor, an d he  shall certify in writing thereon fro m  who m  suc h purchase w as m ade, or w ith w ho m  suc h a  repair

contract was made.  At the board meeting next following the emergency purchase or repair contract,  documentation of the

purchase or repair contract, including a description of the comm odity purchased, the price thereof and the nature of the

emergency shall be presented to the board and shall  be placed on the minutes of the board of such governing authority.

(l) Hospital purchase, lease-purchase and lease authorization.- 

(i) The com missioners or board of trustees of any  public  hospital  may  contract with such  lowest and  best

bidder for the purchase or lease-purchase of any comm odity under a contract of purchase or

lease-purchase agreem ent who se o bligatory te rm s do  no t exceed  five  (5) y ears.  

(ii) In addition to the authority granted in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph (l),  the comm issioners or

boa rd of tru stees is au tho rized to  en ter in to con trac ts for the lease of equipmen t or services, or both, which

it considers necessary  for th e p rop er care  of p atien ts if, in its o pin ion , it is no t financ ially feasible  to

purchase the necessary equipment or services.  Any such contract for the lease of equipmen t or services

executed by the comm issioners or board shall  not exceed  a m aximum  of fiv e (5 ) years' dura tion  and sh all

include a cancellation clause based on unavailabili ty of funds.  If such cancellation clause is exercised,

there shall  be no further l iabili ty on the part of the lessee. Any such contract for the lease of equipment

or serv ices  executed on behalf o f the  com m issioners or bo ard  tha t com plies w ith the prov isions of this

subparagraph (ii) shall  be excepted from the bid requirements set forth in this section.

 (m) Exceptions from bidding requirements.- Excepted from b id requirements are:

(i) Purchasing agreements approved by the department.- Purchasing agreements, contracts and maximum

price regulations executed or approved by the Department of Finance and Administration.

(ii) Outside equipment repairs.- Repairs to eq uipm ent, when  such  repairs are made by  repair facilities in

the private sector; however, engines, transmissions, rear axles and/or other suc h com po nents  shall  not be

included in this exemption when  replaced as a complete unit instead of being repaired and the need for

such total component replacement is kno wn be fore disassem bly o f the com pon ent; prov ided, how ever,

that invoices identifying the equipmen t, specific repairs made, parts  identified by number and nam e,

supplies used in such repairs, and the number of hours of labor and costs therefor shall be required for the

paym ent for such repa irs.

(iii) In-house equipment repairs.- Pu rchases of  parts for repairs to equipment, when such repairs are made

by personnel of the agency or  governing authority; however,  entire assemblies,  such as engines or

transmissions, sha ll no t be  inc luded  in th is exemption when the entire assembly is being replaced instead

of being repaired.

(iv) Raw gravel or dirt.-  Raw  unprocessed deposits of gravel or fill dirt which are to be remov ed and

transpo rted by  the pu rchaser.

(v) Governmental equipment auctions.- M otor vehicles or other equipment purchased from a federal or

state  agency  or a  governin g authority  at a p ub lic auction held for the purpose of disposing of such vehicles

or other equipment.  Any purchase by a  governing au tho rity und er the ex em ption authorized  by  this

paragraph (v) shall  require advance authorization spread upo n the m inu tes o f the  governin g authority  to

include the listing of the item or items authorized to be purchased and the maximum  bid authorized to be

paid for each  item or items.

(vi)  Intergovernmental sales and transfers.- Purchases, sales, transfers or trades by governing authorities

or s tate  agencies when such purchases, sales, transfers or trades are made by a private treaty agreement

or through means of negotiation, from any federal agency or authority , another governing authority or

state  agency  of the S tate o f M ississ ipp i, or any  state  agency of another sta te. N oth ing  in th is section sh all

pe rm it suc h purchases  thro ug h pub lic auction exce pt as pro vided  for in para graph (v) o f this section.  It

is the intent of this section to allow governmental entities to dispose of and/or purchase comm odities from

other governmental entit ies at a price that is agreed to by both parties.   This sh all allow for purchases

and/or sales at p rices w hich m ay  be  de term ined to  be  be low  the  m arket value  if the   selling entity



determines that the sale at below market value is in the best interest of the taxpayers of the state.

Governing authorities shall place the terms of the agreement and any justification on the minu tes, and

state  agenc ies shall ob tain approval from the Department of Finance and Administration, prior to releasing

or taking po ssession of the com m odities.

(vii)  Perishable supplies or food.- Pe rishab le su pp lies o r foo ds  pu rchased fo r use in  conn ection  with

hosp itals, the school lunch programs, homemaking programs and for the feeding of county or mun icipal

prisoners.

(viii)  Single source items.- Noncom petitive items available from one (1) source on ly. In  conn ection  with

the purchase of noncompetitive items only available from one (1) source, a certification of the conditions

and circum stances requiring the pu rchase shall  be filed by the agency with the Department of Finance and

Adm inistration and by the governing authority with the board of the governing authority.  Upon receipt

of such  certification the Department of Finance and Administration or the board of the governin g

authority, as the ca se m ay  be , may , in writing, authorize the purchase, which authority shall be noted on

the minutes of the bo dy a t the nex t regular m eeting the reafter.  In suc h situ ations , a gov ern ing  au tho rity

is not required to obtain the approval of the Department of Finance and Administration.

(ix) Waste disposa l facility construction contracts.- Construction of incinerators and other facilit ies for

disposal of solid wastes in which produc ts either generated therein, such as steam, or recovered

therefro m , such as materials for recycling, are to be sold or otherwise disposed of; provided, however,

in constructing such fac ilities a g ov ern ing  au tho rity o r agency  sha ll pub licly issue reque sts for proposals,

advertised for in  the  sam e m anner as p rov ided here in fo r see king b ids for p ub lic co nstruc tion projects,

concerning the design, construction, ownership, operation and/or maintenance of suc h facilities, w herein

such requests fo r pro po sals  when issued sh all co nta in term s an d con ditions  rela ting to  price, financial

responsibili ty, technology, environm ental compatibility, legal responsibilities and such other matters as

are determined by the governing authority or agency to be appropriate for inclusion; and after responses

to the request for proposals have been duly received, the governing authority or agency may select the

m ost qualified proposal or proposals on the  basis of price, technology and other relevant factors and from

such proposals, but not limited to the term s  the reo f, nego tiate and enter contracts with one or more of the

persons o r firm s subm itting prop osals.

(x) Hospital group purchase contracts.- Supplies, comm od ities an d equ ipm ent pu rchased by hospita ls

through group purchase programs pursuant to Section 31-7-38.

(xi)  Information Technology Products.- Purchases of information technology products made by

governing authorities under the provisions of purchase schedules, or contracts  executed or approved by

the M ississ ipp i Department  of Information Technology Services and designated for use by governing

authorities.

(xii)  Energy efficiency services and equipment.- Energy efficiency services and equipment acquired by

school districts, comm unity and junior colleges, institutions of higher learning and state agencies or other

applicable governmental entities on a shared-savings, lease or lease-purchase basis pursuant to Section

31-7-14.

(xiii)  Municipal electrical utility system fuel.- Purchases of coal and/or natural gas by municipally-owned

elec tric pow er generating systems that have the capacity to use both coal and natural gas for the

gen eration o f electric pow er.

(xiv) Library books and other reference materials.- Purchases by libraries or for l ibraries of books and

periodicals; pro cessed film , video ca ssette tapes, filmstrips and slides; recorded audio tapes, cassettes and

diskettes; and any such items as would be used for teaching, research or other information distribution;

how ever, equipment such as projectors, recorders, audio or video equipment, and monitor televisions are

not exempt under this paragraph.

(xv) Unmarked vehicles.- Purchases of unmarked vehicles when such purchases are made in accordance

with pu rchasin g regu lation s ad op ted  by  the  Departm ent of F inance an d A dm inistra tion  pu rsuan t to

Sec tion 31 -7-9(2 ).

(xvi) Election ballots.-  Purchases of ballots printed pursuant to Section 23-15-351.

(xv ii) Multichannel interactive video systems-  From and after July 1, 1990, contracts by Mississippi

Authority  for E du cational Telev ision  with any  priv ate e du cational institut ion or priv ate n on pro fit

organization who se p urp oses a re edu cational in  regard to  the construction, purchase, lease or

lease-purchase  of facilit ies and  equipment and the employment of personnel for providing m ultichannel

interactive video systems (ITSF) in the school districts of this state.

(xv iii) Purchases of prison industry  products.- From and a fter Ja nu ary  1, 199 1, purchases  m ade by sta te

agencies or governing authorities involving any item that is manufactured, processed, grown or produced

from the state's prison industries.



(xix) Undercover operations equipment.- Purch ases of surveillance equipment or any other high-tech

equipment to be used by law enforcement in undercover operations, provided that any such p urchase  sha ll

be in compliance with regulations established by the Department of Finance and Administration.

(xx) Junior college books for rent.- Purchases by comm unity or junior colleges of textbooks which are

obtained for the purpose of renting such books to students as part of a book service system.

(xx i) Certain school district purchases.-  Purchases of comm odities made by scho ol districts from ven dors

with which any levying authority of the school district, as defined in Section  37 -57 -1, has contracted

through  com petitive bidd ing procedures for pu rchases of the sam e com m odities.

(xx ii) Garbage, solid waste and sewage contracts.- Con trac ts for ga rbage  co llectio n o r dispo sal, con trac ts

for solid  waste  co llectio n o r dispo sal and  contracts fo r sew age co llectio n o r dispo sal.

(xx iii) Municipal water tank maintenance contracts.- Professional maintenance program contracts for

the rep air  or maintenance of municipal water tanks, which provide professional services needed to

m aintain mu nicipal water storage tanks for a fixed a nnu al fee for a duration of two (2 ) or mo re years.

(xxiv) Purchases of Mississippi Industries for the Blind products.- Purchases made by state agencies or

governing authorities involving any item that is manufactured, processed or produced by the M ississ ipp i

Industries for the Blind.

(xxv) Purchases of state-adopted textbooks.-  Purchases of state-adopted textbooks by public school

districts.

(xx vi) Certain purchases under the M ississippi Major Economic Impact Act. Con trac ts en tered

into pu rsuan t to the prov isions of S ection 5 7-75 -9(2) an d (3).

(xx vii) Used heavy or specialized machinery or equipment for installation of soil and water conservation

practices purchased at auction. Used  heavy o r specialized m achinery  or equ ipm en t used for the

installation and im plem entation  of soil and water conservation practices or measures purchased subject

to the restrictions provided  in Sections 69 -27-331  through  69-27 -341. A ny purchase  by the State Soil and

W ater Co nserv ation C om m ission un der the  exem ption autho rized by this sub parag raph  shall requ ire

advance authorization spread u pon  the m inutes of the  co m m issio n to include the listing of the item or

items autho rized to be pu rchased a nd the m axim um  bid authorized to b e paid for each  item or items.

(xx viii) Hospital lease of equipment or services. Lease s by  hospitals of equipment or services if the leases

are in co m pliance  with p aragraph (l) (ii).

(n) Term contract authorization.-  All contracts for the p urchase o f:

(i) All contracts for the purchase of comm odities,  equipment and public construction (including, but not

limited to, repair and maintenance), may be let for periods of not more than sixty (60) mon ths in advance,

subject to applicable statutory provisions prohibiting the letting of contracts during specified periods near

the end of terms of office. Term contracts for a period exceed ing twen ty-four (24) m onths sha ll also be

subject to ra tificatio n or cancellation by governing authority boards taking office subsequent to the

go vernin g authority  board  en tering the co ntract.

(ii) Bid proposals and contracts may include price adjustment clauses with relat ion to the cost to the

contractor based upon a nationally published industry-wide or nationally pub lished and reco gnized c ost

index.  The cost index used in a price adjustm ent clause shall  be determined by the Department of Finance

and Ad m inistration for the state ag enc ies and  by the  gov erning  boa rd for g ov ern ing  au tho rities.  T he  bid

proposal and contract documents utilizing a price adjustment clause shall contain the basis and method

of adjusting unit prices for the change in the cost of such comm odities, equipmen t and pub lic

construction.

(o) Purchase law violation prohibition and vendor policy .- No contract or purch ase as herein authorized shall  be

made for the purpose of circumventing the provisions of this section requiring competitive bids, nor shall  it  be lawful for

any person or concern to submit individual invoices for amounts within those authorized for a con tract or purchase w here

the actual value of the contract or com m od ity purchased  exceeds the   au tho rized am ou nt and  the  invoices th ere for a re sp lit

so as to appear to be authorized as purchases for which competitive bids are not required.  S ub m ission o f such  invoices sha ll

constitute  a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not less than Five Hundre d D ollars ($500.00) nor more than One

Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00),  or by imprisonment for thirty (30) days in the county jail,  or both such fine and

imprisonment.  In addition, the claim or claims submitted shall  be forfeited.

(p) Electrical utility petroleum-based equipment purchase procedure.- W hen in response to a proper advertisemen t

therefor,  no  bid  firm  as to  price is submitted to an electric utility for power transformers, distribution transformers, power

breakers, rec lose rs or oth er a rticles  conta ining a  pe troleum  pro du ct, the  elec tric u tility m ay  acc ep t the  low est and  best bid

therefor a lthoug h the p rice is not firm.

(q) Fuel management system bidding procedure.- An y go vern ing au thority or ag ency of the  state shall, before

contracting for th e se rvices and  pro du cts o f a fuel m anagem ent or fu el ac cess sy stem , en ter in to negotia tions w ith not fewer

than two  (2) sellers of fue l manag em ent or fuel access system s for co m pe titive written bids to provide the services and

pro du cts for the systems.  In the event that the governing authority or agency cannot locate two (2) sellers of such systems



or cannot obtain bids from two (2 ) selle rs of such  sys tem s, it shall show  pro of th at it m ade a  d iligen t, good -faith  effo rt to

locate  and negotiate with two (2) sellers of such systems.  Such proof shall include but not be lim ited to publications o f a

request for proposals and letters soliciting negotiations and bids.  For purposes of this paragraph (s), a fuel management

or fuel access system is an automated system of acquiring fuel for vehicles as well as management reports  detailing fuel

use by vehicles and drivers, and the term "competitive written bid" shall  have the meaning as defined in paragraph (b) of

this  section.  Gov erning au thorities and a genc ies shall be exem pt from this process  when contracting for the services and

pro du cts of a fuel managem ent or fuel access systems under the terms of a state  contract es tablished by the Office of

Pu rchasin g and  Tra ve l.

(r) Solid waste contract proposal procedure.- Befo re ente ring  into  any contract fo r ga rbage  co llectio n o r dispo sal,

contract for solid  waste collection or disposal or contract for sew age  collection o r disposal, wh ich involves  an ex pen diture

of more than Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00),  a governing authority or agency shall issue publicly a request for

pro po sals  concerning the specifications for such services which  shall be advertised for in the same m anner as provided

in this section for seeking bids for purchases w hich involve an e xpe nditure o f more than Ten T hou sand  Do llars

($10 ,000 .00).  Any  request for pro po sals  when issued sh all co nta in term s and con ditions relat ing to price, financial

responsibili ty, technology, legal resp ons ibilities and  other relev an t fac tors  as a re determ ined by the gov ern ing  au tho rity

or agency to be appropriate for inc lusio n; a ll factors determined relevant by the governing authority or agency or required

by this paragraph (t) shall  be duly included in the advertisement to elicit  proposals.  After responses to the request for

pro po sals  have  been  du ly received , the  governin g authority  or agency sh all se lect th e m ost qualified  pro po sal o r pro po sals

on the basis of price, technology  and o ther relevant factors and from  such p roposals, but not limited to the term s thereo f,

nego tiate and enter contracts with one or more of the persons or firms submitting  proposals.  If  the governing authority or

agency deems none of the proposals to be qualified or otherwise acceptable,  the request for proposals process may be

reinitiated. Notw ithstand ing  any o ther pro visio ns  of th is pa rag raph,, w here a  coun ty w ith a t least thirty-five thousand

(35,000) nor more than forty thousand (40,000) population, according to the 1990 federal decenn ial ce nsus , owns or

operates a  so lid  waste landfill , the governing authorities of any other county or municipality may contract with the

governing authorities of the county owning or operating the landfill,  pursuant to a resolution duly adopted and spread upon

the minutes of each governing authority involved, for garbage or solid waste collection or disposal services through contract

nego tiations.

(s) Minority set aside authorization.-  Notw ithstand ing  any p rov ision  of th is section to  the contrary, any agency

or governing authority, by order placed on its minutes, may, in its discretion, set aside not more than twenty percent (20%)

of its anticipated annual expenditures for the purchase of comm odities from m inority businesses; however, all  such set-aside

purchases shall  comply with all  purchasing regulations promulgated by the Department of Finance and Administration and

shall be  sub ject to  bid  requirem ents under this section.  Set-aside purchases for which com petitive b ids a re requ ired  sha ll

be made from the lowest and best minority business bidder.  For th e purp oses o f this p aragraph , the  term  "m inority

business"  means a business which is owned by a majority of  persons who are United States citizens or permanent resident

aliens (as defined by the Immigration and Naturalization Service) of the United States,  and who are Asian, Black , Hispa nic

or Na tive Am erican, according to the follow ing definitions:

(i) "Asian" m eans pe rsons having origins in any of the original people of the Far East, Southeast Asia,

the Indian sub continent, or the Pacific Islands.

(ii) "Black" means persons having origins in any black racial group of Africa.

(iii) "Hispanic" means persons of Spanish or Portuguese culture with origins in Mexico, South or Central

Am erica, or the Caribbean Islands, regardless of race.

(iv) "N ative A m erican" m eans  persons  having o rigins in any of the  original people of North America,

including A m erican Indians, Esk imos and A leuts.

(t) Construction punch list restriction.- Th e arch itect,  engineer or other representative designated by the agency

or governing authority that is contracting for public construction or renovation may prepare and submit to the contractor

on ly one (1) preliminary punch list  of i tems that do not meet the contract requirements at the time of substantial completion

and one  (1) fin al list im m ediately  before  fina l com ple tion  and fin al paym ent.

(u) Purchase authorization clarification.-  Nothing in this section shall be construed as authorizing any p urchase

not authorized by law.

Co des, 1942, Sec. 9024-08; 1962, 497; 1980, 440; 1981, 306; 1982, 449; 1983, 330, 341; 1984, 363, 480, 488; 1985,  493;

1986, 398, 489; 1988, 351, 589; 1988 Ex Sess, ch. 14, Sec. 65; 1989, 349, 39 4; 1990 , 534, 545 , 561; 199 0, 1st Ex S ess,

ch. 51, Sec. 2; 1991, 337, 523; 1992, 571; 1993, 418, 617, 556; 1994, 471; 1994 Ex Sess, ch. 26, Sec. 22; 1996,  495; 1997,

593; 1998, 574; 1999, 459; 2000, 593; 2001, 333; 2002, 563.

Cross references--

State contract price for public purchases, see §31-7-12.

Public contracts for energy efficiency services, see §31-7-14.

Exemption from the provisions of this section of purchases by hospitals participating in group

   purchasing program, see §31-7-38.



Penalties for violating the provisions of this chapter, see §31-7-55.

Procedure for bids,  see §31-7-105.

Prohibition of boards of supervisors from purchasing items or services for their county, except as

   provided in this section, see §31-7-119.

De finition of "com petitive sealed b idding' for purpose s of purcha ses by o ffice of telecom m unications,

   see §31-7-203.

Duty of prison auditor with respect to bids, purchases, and sales, see §47-5-35.

Alternative bidding and contracting procedures under Mississippi Major Econom ic Impact Act, see

   §57-75-21.

31-7-38.  Establishment of group purchase programs by certain public hospitals.   The  board of

trustees or governing board of any hospital or regional mental health center owned  or owned and operated separately or

join tly by the State of M ississippi or any of its branches, agencies, departm ents or subd ivisions, or by o ne or m ore cou nties,

cities, towns, supervisors districts or election districts,  or combinations thereof,  may authorize by resolution the

organization and operation of, or the participation in, a group purchasing program w ith other hospitals or regional mental

health  centers, for the pu rchase of sup plies, comm odities and equ ipment wh en it appears to the bo ard  of trustees or

governing board that such a group purchasing program could or would affect economy or efficiency  in their operations.

Purchases by hosp itals or regional m ental health centers participating in group purchasing  program s of supp lies,

comm odities and equipment through such programs shall  be exempt from the provisions of Sections 31-7-9, 31-7-10,

31-7-11, 31-7-12 and 31-7-13. The M ississippi Department of Mental health shall develop and submit to the

Chairmen of the Senate and House Appropriations Comm ittees a report analyzing the savings and economic benefits of

the gro up  pu rchasin g p rog ram  au tho rized und er th is section for state hospitals or regional mental health centers compared

to the purchasing procedures authorized prior to passage of H ou se B ill No. 125 5, 200 1 R egular Se ssion. T his sec tion  sha ll

stand repealed on July 1, 2005.  1975, 330; 1979, 507; 1980, 440; 1982, 449; 1993, 322; 1994, 471; 1999, 318; 2001, 473.

Cross references--

As to exception from bid requirements for supplies and equipment purchased by hospitals through

group purchase programs, see §31-7-13.

31-7-47.  Preference to resident contractors.  In the letting of public contracts, preference shall  be given

to resident contractors, and a nonresident bidder dom iciled in a state, city, county, parish, province, nation or political

subdivision hav ing law s gran ting prefe rence  to local contractors  sha ll be  aw arded  M ississ ipp i public  contracts o nly  on the

sam e basis as the nonresident bidder's state, city, county, parish, province, nation or political sub div ision  aw ards co ntracts

to M ississippi contractors bidding under similar circumstances.  Resident contractors  actu ally  dom iciled  in M ississ ipp i,

be they corporate, individuals or partnerships, are to be granted pre ference over no nre side nts  in award ing  of con trac ts in

the sam e m ann er and  to the sam e ex tent as p rov ided by the law s of  the  state , city, cou nty , parish , pro vince , na tion or

political subdivision of domicile of the nonresident.  1980, 440; 1995, 408.

31-7-49.  Purchases under contract.  In placing orders for purchases un der bid s rec eived  and con trac ts

awarded und er the pro visions o f this chap ter, the governing au tho rity, by o rde rs en tered on its m inu tes, m ay  au tho rize  its

m em bers, or agents  designated by its order, to place ord ers for th e purchase o f such  sup plies an d m ater ials fro m  time to

time during the period covered by the contract, as such supplies and materials are needed.   Claim s for such sup plies so

ordered by  an  ind ividua l board  m em ber or o ther du ly authorized agent shall  not be allowed and p aid by the board until such

claim s shall hav e bee n ap prov ed in w riting b y the ind ividua l board  m em ber o r agen t who ord ered su ch su pplies o r the

successor to such mem ber or agent.  1980, 440; 1981, 306; 1984, 480.

31-7-55.  Penalties.  Pena lties are p resc ribed fo r vio lation s of  pu rchasin g laws co nta ined here in and are detailed

in this section. 1980, 440; 1988 Ex Sess, ch.14.

31-7-57.  Individual liability for unlawful expenditures; disposition of recovered funds. 

(1) Any  elected or appointed public officer of an agency or a governing authority,  or the executive head, any

employee or agent of an agency or governing authority, who appropriates or authorizes the expenditure of any m on ey  to

an object not authorized by  law , sha ll be liable personally for up to the full amoun t of the appropriation or expenditure as

will fully and completely compensate and rep ay  suc h p ub lic funds for any actual loss caused by such appropriation or

expenditure, to be recovered by suit  in the name of the governmental entity involved, or in the name of any person who

is a taxpayer suing for the use of the governmental entity involved, and such taxpayer shall  be liable for costs in such case.

In the case of a go vern ing board  of an  agen cy o r gov erning  autho rity, only the ind ividua l mem bers  of the gove rning  boa rd

who voted for the appropriation or authorization for expenditure shall be liable under this subsection.



(2) No individu al mem ber, officer or agent of any agency o r bo ard  of a  governin g authority  sha ll let contracts

or purchase comm odities or equipment except in the manner provided by law, including the provisions of Section 25-9-

120 (3), M ississippi Code of 1972, relating to personal and professional service contracts by state agencies; nor sha ll any

such agency or board of a governing authority ratify any such contract or purchase made by any individual mem ber, officer

or agen t thereof, or pay for the same out of public funds unless such contract or purchase was made in the manner provided

by law; provided, however, that any vendor who, in good faith,  delivers comm odities or printing or pe rform s any services

under a contract to or for the agency or governing authority, shall be entitled to recover the fair market value of such

com m odities, printing or services, notwithstanding some error or failure by the agency or governing authority to follow

the law, if  the contract was for an object authorized by law and the vendor had no co ntrol of, participation in, or actual

knowledge of the error or failure by the agency or governing authority.

(3) The individual mem bers,  officers,  employees or agents of any agency or governing authority as defined

in Section 31-7-1 causing any public funds to be expended, any contract made or let, any paym ent made on any contract

or any purchase made, or any pay m ent m ade , in any m ann er whatsoeve r, contra ry to  or w ithout com ply ing  with any  statu te

of the State of Mississippi, regulating or prescr ibing the manner in which such contracts shall be let , payment on any

contract m ade , purch ase m ade , or any  other paym ent or exp enditu re m ade, sh all be liab le, ind ividua lly, an d upo n their

official bond, for compensatory damages, in such sum up to the full  amount of such contract,  purchase, expenditure or

payment as will fully and  com pletely com pensa te and repay  such p ublic funds for any actual loss caused by such unlawful

expenditure.

(4) In addition to  the  fore go ing  pro visio n, fo r any v iola tion  of any  statu te of the  Sta te of M ississippi

pre scrib ing the manner in which contracts shall be let, purchases made, expenditure or payment made, any individual

m em ber, officer, employee or agent of any agency or governing authority who shall substantially dep art from  the statutory

method of letting contracts , making paymen ts thereon, making purchases or expending public funds shall be liable,

ind ividua lly and on his official bond, for penal damages in such amount as may be assessed by any court of competent

jurisdiction, up  to th ree  (3) tim es th e am ou nt o f the  contract, purchase, exp enditu re o r paym ent.  The person so charged

m ay offer m itigating circum stances to be co nsidered by  the court in the assessm ent of any p enal dam ages.

(5) Any  sum  recov ered und er the p rov ision s he reo f shall be  credited to  the account from w hich such unlawful

expenditure was made.

(6) Except as otherw ise provided in subsection (1 ) of this section, any individual mem ber of an agency or

governing authority as defined in  Section 31-7-1 sha ll not be individually liable und er this section if he vo ted against

payment for con tracts let or purch ases m ade  con trary to law  and  had  his vo te record ed in the  official minutes of the  boa rd

or governing authority at the time of such vote, or was absent at the time of such vote. 1974, 444; 1980, 440; 1981, 306;

1988 Ex Sess, ch. 14, §68; 1997, 609.

IMPLEMENTATION OF CENTRAL PURCHASING BY COUNTIES

31-7-101.  Implementation of central purchase system; establishment of department of
purchasing; appointment of purchase clerk and receiving clerk.   From and after the first M onday of Janu ary

1989, the  sup erv isors of  eac h cou nty  in the sta te shall establish a central purchase system.  The central purchase system

shall be administered by a county department of purchasing headed by a pu rchase  clerk w ho , un less  the  chancery c lerk  is

appointed by the bo ard of supe rvisors as purchase  clerk as hereinafter authorized, shal l be appointed by the co un ty

adm inistrator, with the ap pro va l of the board o f supervisors , in an y cou nty  required to  opera te und er a countywide system

of road administration, or who shall be appointed by the board of supervisors in any other county.  The purcha se clerk sh all

not be a m em ber o f the bo ard o f supe rvisors.  Th e pu rchase clerk sh all be the d irector of the  de pa rtm en t of purchasing.

No person sha ll serve as the  purchase  clerk who, within one (1) year after his appointment,  does not receive certification

from  the State Auditor as having successfully completed the professional education program offered for purchase clerks

pursuant to Section 19-3-77.

The departm ent of purchasing  sha ll purcha se all equipm ent, heavy  equipm ent, mac hinery, supp lies, com m odities,

m ater ials and services used by any office or department of the county exce pt for those offices or departm ents wh ose

expenditures are not required by law to be approved by the board of supervisors.   The purchase clerk may, subject to the

approval of the en tity w hich app oin ted  him , hire  personn el necessary  to operate the department of purchasing efficiently.

Un less the chancery clerk is appointed by the  board  of sup erv isors as  receiv ing  clerk as he reinafter au tho rized, the co un ty

adm inistrator, with the app roval of the boa rd of superv isors, in any  coun ty requ ired  to operate  under the countywide system

of road administration, or the board of supervisors in any other county, shall appoint a receiving clerk, who shall not be

a mem ber of the board of supervisors.  Assistant receiving clerks, when necessary, may be appointed by the receiving clerk

subject to the ap pro va l of the en tity wh ich appoin ted h im.  No person shall  serve as the receiving clerk who, within one

(1) year after his appointment,  does not receive certification from the State Auditor as having successfully completed the

professional education program offered for re ceiving c lerks pu rsuan t to Section  19 -3-7 7.  T he  receiv ing  clerk and  his



ass istan ts shall be so lely  responsible for accepting the delivery of all equipm ent, heavy  equipm ent, mac hinery, supp lies,

comm odities,  materials and services purchased by the county.

The pu rchase  clerk sh all d isap pro ve  any purchase re qu isition s w hich, in  his  opin ion, are  no t in co m pliance w ith

the purchasing laws of the state.

The board o f supervisors m ay design ate the chanc ery clerk, with his consen t, to serve as the p urch ase clerk  or

assistant purchase clerk or as the receiving clerk or assistant receiving clerk; however a chancery clerk designated as

purchase clerk or assistant purchase clerk may  not also serve as receiving clerk  or assistant rece iving c lerk, and  a cha nce ry

clerk design ated as  receiving clerk  or assistant rece iving c lerk m ay n ot serve  as pu rchase clerk  or assistant purchase clerk.

Neither the purchase clerk nor any assistant purchase clerks shall  serve as the receiving clerk or as an assistant receiving

clerk.

W hen the chancery clerk serves as county administrator and purchase clerk or assistant purchase clerk, the

receiving clerk  and  any  assistant receiv ing clerk s shall be appo inted by an d serve at the w ill and  pleasu re of the b oard  of

supervisors. 1988 Ex Sess, ch. 14, §21.

Cross references--

Penalties for violating the provisions of this chapter, see §31-7-55.

County em ployees permitted to also serve as purchase clerk, receiving clerk or inventory clerk, see

   §31-7-118.

Acquisitio n o f pu blic  bu ildings , fac ilities, an d equ ipm ent throug h renta l contracts, se e §§3 1-8 -1, 

   et seq.

31-7-103.  General responsibility of purchase clerk; processing of purchase order or requisition
to purchase.  The pu rchase clerk shall be responsible as he reinafter provided for the pu rchase and acquisition of all such

equipm ent, heavy equipment, machinery, supplies, materials and services to be acquired for the county from successful

bidders or other vendors, as authorized by law.  The central purcha se system shall comply with the requirements prescribed

by the  Sta te D epartm ent of A ud it under the  au tho rity of Section 7-7-211 and in accordance with Section 31-7-113, and the

purchase clerk sh all be respon sible  for th e m ain tenance  of such sy stem . No requ isition  to purchase, purchase order or

receiv ing  report sha ll be  required fo r the  pu rchase  of any  item  or serv ices  with an acquisition cost of not more than One

Hund red Do llars ($100 .00) in  the aggregate; however, the invoice for every such purchase shall be signed by the

department head or his or her designee, or a receipt signed by the person making the purchase shall be attached to the

invoice and forwarded to the purchase clerk.  No claim based on any such purchase shall be approved except after

compliance with the provisions of this section.  1974 , 513; 197 5, 359 ; 1984 , 312; 198 5, H B 1226; 1988 Ex Sess, ch. 14,

§22; 1994, 476.

31-7-105.  Procedure on bids.   Upon  acceptance  of  any  bid  by  the  board  of  supervisors,  as provided

in Sec tion 31 -7-13 , the clerk o f the bo ard o f supe rvisors, sha ll forthwith de liver to the pu rchase clerk   a certified copy of

such accepted bid.  The accepted bid or offer to furnish equipment, heavy equipm ent, mac hinery, supp lies, com m odities,

m ater ials or services shall constitute the sole source for such purchase, unless such purchase is otherwise authorized by law.

The term "lowest and best bid" shall  not include any person, firm , partne rsh ip or co rpora tion othe r than the  person, firm,

partne rsh ip or corporation actually submitting the bid determ ined to be the low est and best  bid. 1974, 513; 1980, 440; 1988

Ex Sess, ch. 14, §22.

31-7-107.  Inventory control.  In addition to the required cen tral purchase system , from and  after the first

M onday in January 1 989 , each cou nty shall establish and maintain an inventory control system pursuant to requ irem ents

prescribed by  the  Sta te D epartm ent of A ud it under the  au tho rity of Section 7-7-211 and in accordance with Section 31-7-

113; prov ided, how ever, that not more than sixty (60) day inventory supplies,  comm odities and materials shall be kept on

hand unless otherwise approved by the board of supervisors.   The inventory control clerk shall be employed or designated

in the same manner and by the same entity which employees or designates the pu rchase clerk.  Th e inventory  con trol clerk

shall be responsible for the ma intenance o f such system  and su ch other personnel as may be required for the efficient

operation of the inventory control system and shall not be a mem ber of the board of supervisors.  No person shall serve as

inven tory control clerk who, within one (1) year after his appointment,  does not receive certification from the State Auditor

as having su ccess fully  com ple ted  the  pro fess ional ed ucation program offered fo r inv en tory  contro l clerk s pu rsuan t to

Section 19-3-77.  The opening entries of such system shall  be compiled by the inventory control clerk fro m  a physical

inven tory which the board of supervisors shall  cause to be made of all  property of the county by Ap ril 1, 1989, and such

beginning inven tory shall  be recorded in the minutes of the board of sup erv isors.  The  clerk o f the  board  of sup erv isors shall

deliver to the inventory control clerk a certified copy of such inventory within seven (7) days after the acceptance of the

beginning inventory by the board of supervisors.  Following acceptance of the beginning inventory, the inventory control

clerk, pursuant to regulations promu lgated by the State Auditor, shall perform ph ysical inven tories of  assets o f the  coun ty



on or before October 1 of each year and shall  fi le  with the board of supervisors, in triplicate, a written report of such

inventory.  The clerk of the board of supe rvisors shall keep the o riginal of eac h inventory  report so filed by the inventory

control clerk as a permanent record of the county and shall forward a copy to the State Department of Audit not later than

Octobe r 15.  In a se parate report to the  clerk of the  boa rd, the inventory  control clerk shall l ist additions to and deletions

from  the annua l inven tory report and sh all also list i tems unaccounted for from the previous annual inventory report. 1974,

513; 1988 Ex Sess, Ch. 14, §24.

31-7-109.  Receiving reports.  Th e receiving c lerk  or h is assistan ts shall, up on  proper de livery o f equipm ent,

heavy equipment, machinery, supplies, comm odities,  materials or services, acknowledge receipt of goods in compliance

with a receip ting system  prescribed b y the S tate De partm ent of A udit un der the  autho rity of Section  7-7 -21 1 and  in

accordance with Section 31-7-113, and the receiving clerk shall  be responsible for the maintenance of such system. 1974,

513; 1975, 360; 1988 Ex Sess, ch. 14, §25.

31-7-111.  Custody of records.  Su ch  record s, rep orts , sup po rting  docum ents or  da ta compiled, maintained,

protected or otherwise in the custody of either the purchase clerk or  the inven tory  contro l clerk  sha ll be  m ade freely

availab le to the o ther im m ediately  upon  request.  Such records, . ..  shall be public records and shall be made available for

inspection during reasonable hours to any person requesting the same. 1974, 513.

31-7-113.  State department of audit to design and prescribe forms and systems.  Th e S tate

Department of Audit,  under the authority of Section 7-7-211, shall  design and  pre scrib e the form of the inventory to be

made, the form  of the purchase req uisition, the form  of the purchase order,  the form of the receiving report; prescribe

systems of filing and  prescribe the sy stem  of reco rds necessa ry for the m aintena nce   of a central purchase system, receiving

system and an inventory control system; and shall promulgate and prescribe such other documentation, procedures and

regulations necessary for the efficient maintenance of such systems. 1974, 513; 1988 Ex Sess, ch. 14, §26.

31-7-115.  Audit reports.   The State Auditor, or a certified public  acc ou ntant em ployed by the S tate Au ditor,

shall, upon the close of the fiscal year of the county, make an audit  of the books, records, supporting docum ents and other

da ta of the county purchase clerk and  the inventory control clerk.  The Auditor sha ll rev iew  the  coun ty's com pliance w ith

Section 31 -7-1 3(d ), (k) a nd  (m ).  Th e au dit repo rt shall inc lude a schedule  of purchases not made from the lowest bidder

under the authority of Section 31-7-13(d ), with the reasons given therefor.  The audit  report shall  include a schedule of

emergency pu rchases m ade und er the au tho rity o f Se ction 31-7 -13 (k).  T he  audit rep ort sha ll include a schedule of

purchases made noncompetitively from a sole source under the au tho rity o f Se ction 31-7 -13 (m ).  Su ch  audit repo rt shall

be published in at least one (1) newspaper published in the county, or if n o new spaper is p ub lished in  the  coun ty, then  in

a newspaper having general circulation in the county.  1974, 513; 1986, 489; 1994,  594.

31-7-119.  Board of Supervisors not to purchase, order or receive products for county;
exceptions.

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, neither the board of supervisors nor any mem ber

thereof shall individually purchase, order or receive any eq uipm ent, heavy  equipm ent, mac hinery, supp lies, com m odities,

materials or services for the use or benefit of the county.

(2) In any county in w hich the board of supervisors is not required to operated on a countywide system of

road administration, the prohibition as provided in subsection (1 ) of this section sh all not app ly (a) to pu rchases of not m ore

than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) in the aggregate; or (b) to the purchase of parts or repair services in emergency

situations, wh ich pu rchases are ex em pt from  bid requ irem ents pursuant to Section 31-7-13(m)(ii) and (ii i) , M ississippi Code

of 1972. 1974, 513; 1988 Ex Sess, ch. 14, §28; 1994, 476.

31-7-124. Bond of purchase clerk, receiving clerk and inventory control clerk.   The purchase clerk,

receiving clerk and inventory control clerk shall give bond in a penalty equal to Seventy-five Thousand D olla rs

($75,000.00) with sufficient surety, to be payable, conditioned and approved as provided by law.  All assistant purchasing,

receiving and inventory control clerks shall  be bonded in a penalty equal to Ten Thousand D ollars ($10,000.00).  Such bond

shall be in addition to any other bond required by law, with sufficient surety, to be payable, conditioned and approved as

provided by law .  The p rem ium s of such bo nds  shall be p aid from  any  fund s ava ilable to the bo ard of supervisors for the

payment of such premiums.  1988 Ex Sess, ch. 14, § 29.

31-7-127.  Enforcement.  In o rde r to ensure the proper enforcement of Sections 31-7-101 through 31-7-127,

as well as to ensure the enforcement of all  other laws pertaining to county government or the board of supervisors, the

district attorney, in addition to any powers that he already has, shall  have the power to investigate the personnel,  records



or sup erv isors of  any cou nty  in h is dis trict  and shall  have the power to bring criminal or civil actions to recover funds

illega lly spent,  to recover damages, or to seek injunctive relief to prevent un lawful acts or compel lawful ones by

supervisors  or other personnel of county government.  In the event of a refusal or failure of the district attorney to act, the

Attorney General in a proper case may exercise the above powers of the district  attorney, notwithstanding the absence of

a request for investigation or action by the district  attorney. 1974, 513; 1988 Ex Sess, ch. 14, §30.

31-7-301 through 31-7-315.  Timely payment requirements.  [Laws dealing with the requirement of

timely  paym ent of invoices by public bodies.   Among other requirements, the laws provide for the prompt payment of

pu blic  claim s, ins tituting an in terest pe na lty o f 1 ½  %  per m on th if the check is not mailed within 45 days after receipt of

the invoice.] 1986, 489.

CHAPTER 8. ACQUISITION OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS, FACILITIES, AND EQUIPMENT
THROUGH RENTAL CONTRACTS

31-8-3.  Purposes for which counties and municipalities may lease facilities.   The

counties and municipalit ies of this state,  acting by and through the governing autho rities thereo f, are hereby authorized and

empo wered to ente r into  lease agreements with any corporation, partnership, limited partnership, joint venture or individual

under which the county or municipality may agree to lease a facili ty for use by the lessor for any of the following purposes

for a primary  term no t to exceed tw enty (20) ye ars:

(a) Pub lic buildings;

(b) Co urthouses;

(c) Office bu ildings;

(d) Jails;

(e) Au ditoriums;

(f) Co m m unity centers;

(g) Civic art centers;

(h) Pub lic libraries;

(i) Gym nasiums; and

(j) M achinery and  equ ipm ent for use in conne ction w ith any  of the ab ove , but sha ll not include  office

furniture  and/or office machines, provided that the primary term of a lease with respect to machinery and

equipment sha ll not exceed the estimated useful economic life of such machinery and equipmen t, as such

useful econom ic life is mutually agreed upon by the lessor and lessee.

Nothing in this section shall  be construed to authorize the acquisition of public school buildings through  the use

of rental contracts. 1990, 564.

31-8-7.  Lease of real property by municipality to private concern for construction or renovation
of buildings or facilities.

(1)  The counties and municipalities of the state are authorized to lease publicly owned real property to any

corporation, partnership, limited partnership, joint venture or individual for the purpose of enabling such person to construct

or renovate thereon any of the buildings or facilities described in Section 31-8-1 and to lease such buildings and facilities

to the county or m unicipality.  No su ch g roun d lease  shall be fo r a prim ary term  of the lease with respect to the buildings

and facili ties to be constructed thereon.

(2)  Th e co un ties and  m un icipalities  of the sta te are au tho rized to  sublease buildings and facili ties leased pursuant

to sub sec tion  (1) o f this sec tion  to the U nited States Postal Service or to any state or federal governmental agency. Any

sublease  entered into pursuant to this subsection may contain an option granting the sublessee the right to purchase the

leased property upon the expiration of the primary term of the sublease, or upon such earlier date as may  be agreed upon,

at a price not to exceed the unpaid principal balance at such time.

Be fore entering into any lease agreement pursuant to this subsection, the board of supervisors or the governing

authorities of the municipality shall follow and be subject to the same procedures regarding pub lishing notice, filing protest

and holding an election specified for lease agreements under Section 31-8-11, except that the notice shall  not state that the

rental is a continuing obligation and a charge against the general credit and leasing pow er of the county or municipality.

1990, 564; 1996, 473.

31-8-9.  Term of lease, pledge of full faith and credit; limitation of obligation to money
appropriated.  Su bject to  the  pro visio ns  of th is ch ap ter, an y su ch  lease ag reement may  ex tend over any period,

notwithstanding any provision or rule of law to the contrary, and any such lease ag reem ent sha ll be  binding upo n the co un ty

or mun icipality and any other party thereto in accordance with its terms.  Any such lease agreement may include, at the



discretion of the governing authorities entering into the sam e, a p ledge of the full  faith and credit of such county or

m un icipality  for the paym ent of its monetary obligations thereunder; or may conta in a  pro visio n that so  long as no  defau lt

of any mo netary obligation of the lessee has occurred, the lessee's obligation to pay any amounts due or perform any

covenants  requiring or resulting in the expenditure of money shall  be contingent and expressly limited to the extent of any

specific appro pria tion  m ade by the gov ern ing  au tho rities to  fund such lease agreement, and that nothing contained in the

lease agreement shall be construed as creating any monetary obligation on the part of the lessee beyond such current and

specific appropriation.  Obligations incurred by a county or municipality under the provisions of this chapter secured by

a pledge of i ts full faith and credit shall  be included within the limitation on bonded indebtedness established by law for

counties and municipalities.  1990, 564.

31-8-11.  Notice of intent to lease; protest; election; advertisement of lease agreement: award
of lease.   Before entering into any lease agreement pursuant to this chapter secured by  a p ledge  of its fu ll faith  and c red it,

the governing authorities of any county or municipality shall publish notice of their intention to receive suitable  pro po sals

for the leasing of such buildings, facilities or equipmen t.  Such notice shall specify the nature of the proposed building,

fac ility or equipment, the general geographic area in which the same is to be located , the  term o f the propose d lease

agreem ent, that the obligation to pay rentals during the primary term is to be a continuing  obligation of and  a charge  against

the general credit  and leasing power of the county or municipality, and the date and hour on or before which such pro po sals

may  be received.  Such notice shall be published by municipalities and counties in the same manner as requ ired for

publishing no tice o f intention to  issue general obligation bon ds of the cou nty or m unicipality, as appropriate.  If at least

twen ty percent (20%), or fifteen hundred (1-500), of the qualified electors of a  county,  whichever is less, or at least ten

percent (10%), or fifteen hundred (1-500), of the qualified electors of a municipality, wh ichever is less, file a written protest

with the  appro pria te gov ern ing  au tho rities, then  an  elec tion  sha ll be called by the county in the same m anner as provided

for the  issuance  of cou nty  general obligation bonds in Section 19-9-11 through 19-9-17, .. . or by a municipality in the same

mann er as provided for the issuance of municipal general obligation bonds in Sections 21-33-307 through 21 -33 -31 1, ...

to de term ine  whe ther or n ot the p rop osed  lease ag reem ent may  be  executed by the co un ty o r m un icipality.  The  lease

agreement shall  be advertised for competitive sealed proposals once each week for two (2) consecutive weeks in a regular

newspaper published or having a genera l circu lation  in the co un ty o r m un icipality o f the  governin g authority .  Th e date

as published for the proposal opening shall  be not less than five (5) working days after the last published notice.  The lease

shall be aw arded to the person sub m itting the low est and best  proposal; however, all  proposals may be rejected. 1990, 564.

CHAPTER 13.  VALIDATION OF PUBLIC BONDS

31-13-1 through 31-13-11. Validation of public bonds.  Laws de aling w ith the validation of bonds issued

by counties,  school districts, road d istricts, etc., m ay be fo und  in these sections. 1928, 32; 1968, 370; 1978, 327; 1992, 302.

Cro ss references-:

As to validation of bonds issued by county industrial development authority, see §57-31-17.

31-13-11.  Court costs and bond attorney's fee and expenses.   The court costs in all  bond validation

proceedings sha ll be  pa id by the co un ty, o r dis trict prop osing  to issue the bonds .... and in add ition to such costs it shall also

pay to the state bond attorney a fee of no t more  than 1 /10  of 1 % , pro vided  said  fee  sha ll not be  less than $ 100 .00 nor m ore

than $500.00.  This shall be full compen sation to the state bond attorney, except that when  he at tends a hearing of

objections to the validation of said bonds, his actual and necessary expenses incident thereto shall  be taxed as part of the

proceed ings, upon approval by the clerk or chancellor of an itemized account of such expenses.  If an objection is filed as

to the b on d a ttorney 's expenses, the taxation of such expenses shall be discretionary with the chancellor, etc. 1979, 371;

1983, 373.

CHAPTER 15.  REFUNDING BONDS

31-15-1 through 31-15-27.  Refunding bonds.  [These sections deal with the matter of the refunding of

bo nd s issu ed  by  coun ties and  distric ts.]

CHAPTER 19.  PUBLIC DEBTS



31-19-1.  Serial payment bonds only may be issued.   No county . ..  shall issue any bond except on the

serial payment plan. 1918, 209.

31-19-3.  Penalty on officials for violations.  Fo r failu re to  com ply  with the provisions of this chapter by

any officer, any taxpayer may institute a suit for damages on the bond of any such official who is required to give a bond;

and, in addition, such official may be punished as for a misdemeanor, and on con viction b e fined  not m ore than $500.00

or imprisoned in the county jail for six months, or both. 1918, 209.

31-19-9.  Payment of county bonds and coupons at maturity.   Whenever an y c ou nty , road d istrict,

consolidated school district . ..  or other taxing districts controlled by the board of supervisors which has heretofore issued

or shall hereafter issue bonds or other obligations of which principal and interest shall be pay ab le at so m e bank  or trust

company, or at some office other than the county treasury, it  shall be the du ty of the c lerk of the  boa rd of su perv isors on

the allowance of said  boa rd to issue a warrant against the pro per fun d fo r the  am ou nt o f prin cipal an d in terest du e an d to

forw ard exchange  to the  paying agent.  Said  exchange  sha ll be  suf ficient in  amount to pay said principal and interest and

a reasonable fee to said paying agent for handling same, said fee not to exceed ½ of 1% of the amount of coupons paid and

1/8 of 1% of the amount of bonds paid.  Said exchange shall be forwarded in time to reach the paying agent at least five

days prior to the date on which said principal and interest shall become due, and the receipt of the paying agent for said

remittance sha ll be  suf ficient vou cher in  the  hand s of  said  clerk fo r said  rem ittanc e until the  bond s or  coup on s shall have

been paid and canceled and returned to said clerk. 1948, 213.

Cross references--

As to issuance  of cou nty  bond s an d notes, ge nerally , see  §§19 -9-1 , et seq.

31-19-11.  Allowance for remittance.   The allowance  for said remittances shall be made by the board of

supervisors  at the regular meeting of said board held at least 30 days  preceding the date o n w hich sa id bonds and coupons

shall  become due. 1920, 233.

31-19-13.  Payment of drainage district bonds.   The same rule pertains to the payment of drainage district

bonds, except that the allowance is made by the board of commissioners of the district.  1920, 233.

31-19-15.  Remedy of bondholders.   For failure or refusal to comply with the foregoing provisions, any

official charged  with duties in connection therewith, shall  be liable on his official bond to any holder of any bond or coupon

for any and  all ex penses in ciden t to the collection of same, and for all  damages which may have accrued on account of the

failure to pay same promptly at the place of payment at maturity. 1920, 233.

31-19-25.  Sale of bonds to be advertised.   All bonds issued pursuant to any laws of this state shall  be

advertised for sale on sealed bids or at public auction .. . 1946, 325; 1987, 434.

Cross references--

As to interest on comm unity hospital bonds and details and sale of bonds, see §41-13-21.

TITLE 33.  MILITARY AFFAIRS

CHAPTER 1.  GENERAL PROVISIONS

33-1-21.  Officers and employees granted leave.
(a) All officers an d em ployees o f any  dep artment, agency , or institution of the S tate of M ississippi, or of any

county, municipality, or other political subdivision, who shall  be mem bers of any of the reserve compo nents of the armed

forces of the United States,  or former mem bers of the service of the United States discharged or released therefrom u nder



conditions other than  dish on orable , sha ll be  en titled to  leav e of absen ce  from  the ir respective duties, without loss of pay,

time, annual leave, or efficiency rating, on all  days during which they shall be ordered to duty to participate in training at

encam pm ents, field exercises, maneuv ers, outdoor target practice, or for other exercises, for periods not to exceed fifteen

(15) days, and all  such officers and employees shall  for such periods in excess of fifteen (15) days, be entitled to leave of

absence from their respective duties without loss of time, annual leave , or e fficiency ra ting  un til relieved from duty, and

shall  when relieved from such duty, be restored to the positions held by them when  ordered to duty, or a position of l ike

seniority, status and pay;  provided that such person:  (1) when discharged or released from the armed forces shall have

received a certificate of satisfactory completion of serv ice, (2 ) shall be sti ll  qualified to perform the duties of such position,

(3) sha ll make ap plication fo r re-em ploym ent within  ninety (90) days after the passage of this chapter or within ninety (90)

days after such person is relieved from such training and service or released from hospitalization for a period of not m ore

than one (1) year for causes attributable to such services.  Any person restored to a position under the above pro visio ns  sha ll

not be discharged from such position without cause within (1) year after restoration.  The fact that there has been a change

of adm inistra tion  affecting any  position  with the S tate o f M ississ ipp i, or any county, city,  town, political subdivision, or

any state institution thereof shall  in no manner affect or deny to such person his former position, and regard less of any

limitation on  the  num ber of em ployees, such perso n sh all be re -em ployed.  Th e prov ision s of  this sec tion  do  no t apply  to

any officer elected  by the  vote o f the electors o f the state, county, m unicipality, or political subd ivisions, w hen  the statutory

or constitutional term of the office has expired upon the discharge of such person from military service, but this section

does grant re-employment rights to all  other officers and employees of the State of Mississippi, or of any county,

m un icipality, o r po litical su bd ivisio n w hen o rde red  to m ilitary  du ty. 

(b) In the even t the persons referred to in the foregoing subsection are not reinstated, as therein required, upon

application by any su ch  person to  the  coun ty attorney of the county in which he was em ployed, or to the district attorney

of the district in which he was employed, such attorney applied to shall act as the attorney for such person and  sha ll institu te

such action as may be nece ssary to enforce com pliance  with the  prov isions of sa id subsection, an d no  fees or court  costs

shall be tax ed  against the  person app lying fo r benefits the reund er. 

(c) Insofar as any of the provisions of this section are inconsistent with the provisions of any other law, the

provisions of th is section sh all be co nsidered  contro lling , and any  other acts o r pa rts of acts in  conflic t herew ith are hereby

repealed insofar as they are in conflict with this section. 1966, 539; 1974, 473.



CHAPTER 15.  CIVILIAN DEFENSE

33-15-23.  Funds.   For the  pu rpo se o f paying any  expense of its local emergency management organization,

or for pay ing ex pen se of the  em ergen cy m anagem ent pro gram , any b oard  of sup ervisors o f a county is authorized to expend

any available funds from the general fund of such county . ..  1980, 491.

33-15-49.  Emergency use of state or local personnel and equipment authorized; limitation of
liability.  1980, 491.

TITLE 35.  WAR VETERANS AND PENSIONS

CHAPTER 3.  WAR VETERANS; MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

35-3-5.  Board of supervisors may provide quarters for veterans organizations.

TITLE 39.  LIBRARIES, ARTS, ARCHIVES AND HISTORY

CHAPTER 3. LIBRARIES AND LIBRARY COMMISSION

39-3-1.  Establishment of libraries by counties, etc.  ... The board of supervisors . ..  or other governing

bodies of the co un ties ... m ay establish  and m ain tain  or a id in  establish ing  and m ain tain ing  free  public  libraries, . ..  either

sep ara tely  or in connection with other free public libraries already established therein.  For said purpose said governing

body m ay acquire the necessary real estate either by purchase, gift  or donation and may erect the necessary buildings

thereon.  1938, 289; 1988, 589.

39-3-3.  Funds for establishment and operation.  W here any pub lic libra ry o r pu blic  library sys tem  is

established under this article,  either  by the county bo ard o f supe rvisors or su perv isors of the g ove rning  bod y of a

municipality, the cost of purchasing land, erecting bu ildings  and equ ipp ing  and m ain tain ing  suc h pub lic libra ry o r pu blic

library system shall be paid for in whole out of the general funds of the county or municipality.  1958, 479; 1986, 400;

1988, 589.

39-3-5.  County library tax; additional funds for support, upkeep and maintenance.
(1) Any  county which supports a public l ibrary or public  l ibrary system may, by order of the board of

supervisors  of such coun ty, in  their discretion, levy a four (4) mill tax on all taxable property within the county to be used

for the support, upkeep and maintenance of any public l ibrary or public l ibrary system located in said county.

(2) The taxes levied under this sections hall be excluded from the revenue increase limitation imposed

pursuant to Section 27-39-321.

(3) In addition to the levy herein authorized, the board of supervisors of any county may, in their discretion,

make contributions from any available funds for the support, upkeep and maintenance of any public l ibrary or pub lic library

system located in such county. 1968, 383; 1986, 400; 1988, 589.

CHAPTER 5. ARCHIVES AND HISTORY

39-5-9  [Repealed effective July 1, 2006] Local Government Records Office.  A Local Government

Records Office  is establish ed  within  the  Departm ent of A rch ives an d H istory . Th e office  sha ll begin operation when

sufficient funds therefore have accumulated in the Local Government Records Management Fund established in Section

25-60-5. The office shall  have the following powers and duties as well as any  others w hich a re presc ribed b y law  elsew here

or a ssigned to  the  office by the d irec tor o f the  departm ent:

(a) Provide and/or coordinate education and training for counties and municipalities on records management

issues.



(b) Establish records managem ent standards to guide counties and municipalities, such standards to include,

but no t be  limited  to, guidelines fo r m icro film  pro du ction and  storage, electronic records security and

migration, records preservation, imaging and records storage.

(c) Prep are records control schedules for adoption or amendm ent  by the Local Government Records

Com mittee established in Section 25-60-1. In the preparation of such schedules and amendm ents thereto,

the office shall seek input from interested citizens and  organizations.

(d) Establish standards for records storage areas of local governmental bodies, such standards to include, but

not be limited to, guidelines for the selection o f an off-site storage facility for records  of enduring and/or

archival value.

This section shall be repealed on July 1, 2006.  1996, 537; 1997, 452.

39-5-11 through 39-5-19.  Boards of supervisors and state department of archives and history.

Any .. . county .. . official is authorized to turn over to the department of archives and history for permanent preservation

therein, any official books, records, docum ents, original papers, newspaper files and prin ted  book s no t in cu rren t use  in their

offices.  Boards of supervisors are authorized to turn over to the department historical po rtraits w hich m ay  be  the  pro perty

of the counties,  and to make appropriations, on application of the director of the department,  for the purpose of placing o il

po rtraits  of d isting uish ed  citizens  of M ississ ipp i in the sta te's hall of fam e.  The  board  of sup erv isors is also authorized  to

acquire tit le by gift or grant the site o f any h istoric  or p reh istoric  ruin  or m on um ent or any  ob ject o f his torical,

archaeological or scientific value situated in their county, for public parks and reservations to be devoted solely to the

educational and recreational advantages of the people. . ..  Said board shall be authorized to spend not exceeding  $100.00

per annum in the maintenance of said public parks, and pay for same out of the general county fund.  Upon the official

certifica te of the trustees of the state department of archives and history that any aba nd on ed  cem ete ry is of historical

significance and should be repaired, rehabilitated, or maintained as a h istoric al m on um ent, the bo ards o f supe rvisors are

authorized ... to repair, rehabilitate, and m aintain such ce m etery w ithin the bo rders o f the cou nty over w hich su ch b oard

has jurisdiction . ..  1942, 6183, 6184; 1971, 425; 2001, 501.

CHAPTER 13.  HISTORIC PRESERVATION DISTRICTS AND LANDMARKS

39-13-3.  Authority to create local historic preservation commissions; authority and procedure
for establishment of districts and designation of landmarks.

The gov erning  autho rity of each  m unicipality and c oun ty, either indep end ently o r jointly  with the governing

au tho rity of an adjacent municipali ty  or county, or both, is hereby empow ered, in its discretion, to enact ordinances

providing for the creation of one o r mo re local historic preservation comm issions to advise on the establishment and

location of potential historic districts and the design ation o f potential historic landmarks and landmark sites within the

jurisdictional area of the governing authority. The governing authorities of each mu nicipality and county, either

indepen de ntly  or jointly with the governing authorities of an adjacent municipality, may enact ordinances for the

establishment of such local historic districts, historic landmarks and landm ark sites within the jurisdictional area of the

governing authorities as these authorities shall choose to designate.  Each such ordinance shall  be adopted after investigation

of the  histo rica l, arch itectu ral, archaeological an d cultu ral sig nificance  of the build ings, struc ture s, features,  sites and

surroundings of such districts, landm arks or landmark sites and after having held public hearing thereon. Notice of such

pu blic  hearing, specifying the boundaries of any p rop osed  histo ric district and the location of proposed historic landmarks

and landmark sites shall  be published once a week for at least three (3) consec utive weeks in at least one (1) newspaper

published in such municipality or county. The first publication of such resolution shall  be made not less than twenty-one

(21) days prior to the date fixed in such resolution for the public hearing and the last publication shall be made not m ore

than sev en  (7) d ays pr ior to  suc h date. If  no  newspaper be pub lished in  suc h m un icipality o r coun ty, then  suc h notice sh all

be given by publishing the resolution for the required time in some

 newspaper having a general circulation in such municipality or county.

 An ordinance to establish a local historic preservation comm ission may precede an ordinance to designate one

or more local historic districts and one or more landmarks or landm ark sites. Whenever governing authorities enact such

an ordinance creating a historic preservation comm ission before an ordinance or ordinances designating one or more local

histo ric districts and one o r more landmarks or landmark sites,  the local historic preservation com mission shall review such

potential local historic districts or potential landmarks or landmark sites and make a recommendation to the governing

au tho rities befo re su ch  design ation. 197 8,  472 ; 2001 , 443. 



CHAPTER 15.  MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY FUNDS TO SUPPORT THE ARTS

39-15-1.  Board of supervisors may provide support for the arts
The governing authorities of any municipality or county are hereby authorized and empowered, in their discretion,

to expend mon ies from the m unicipal or county general fund to match any other funds available for the purpose of

supporting the development, promotion and coordination of the arts within such municipality or county.  1986, 496.

TITLE 41.  PUBLIC HEALTH

CHAPTER 3. HEALTH BOARDS AND OFFICERS

41-3-18.  Assessment of fees.  

The  board sh all assess fees in the following  am oun ts and for the following p urposes:

(a) Food  establishmen t annual perm it fee, based o n the assessm ent factors of the establishmen t as follow s:

Assessment Category 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ . . . . . . . . . . 15.00 

Assessment Category 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.00 

Assessment Category 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70.00 

Assessment Category 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00 

Assessment  Category 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150.00 

(b) Private water supply approval fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.00

The b oard  m ay develop such reasonable standards, rules and regulations to clearly define each assessment

category.  Assessment categories shall  be based upon the factors to the public health implications of the category and type

of food preparation being utilized by the food establishment, utilizing the mod el Food Code of 1995, or as may be am ended

by the federal Food and Drug Adm inistration.

The fee authorized under paragraph (a) of th is section sh all not be as sessed  for fo od  establish m ents operated by

pu blic  scho ols, pub lic junior and  com m unity colleges, o r state agencies or institutions, including without limitation, the

state institutions of higher learning and the State Penitentiary.

The  fee authorized under pa ragraph (b ) of this section shall not be assessed  for private water supp lies used by

foster hom es licensed by the Department of Human Services.  1986, 371; 1988, 395; 1989, 313; 1989, 547; 1990, 568;

1991, 606; 1994, 462; 1995, 363; 1997, 427; 2001, 420.

41-3-37.  Appointment of county health officer.  competent physician shall  be appo inted cou nty  health

officer for each county by the State Board of Health or its executive officer.  Said board shall cause the appointment to be

certified by its secretary to the board of supervisors of the county for which the appointment was made. 1982, 494.

Cro ss references--

As to cou nty  health  departm ent, see  §§41 -3-4 3, et seq.

41-3-43 through 41-3-53. County department of health; director.  Co un ty m ay  create a  coun ty health

departm ent, appo int a  director, and app rop riate  fun ds  for th e departm ent.  The sta te board o f health  m ay  create p ub lic health

district of two or more counties and the individual counties may appropriate funds for support of the district out of their

respective general fund s.  Cou nty  and d istrict health  departm ent sha ll have  full con trol over all health m atters in said

coun ties.  Other local, municipal or county public health departments are abolished upon creation of a county department

of health .  Th e sta te board o f health , which the d irec tor o f a cou nty  departm ent of health reports to, may remove or dismiss

any director for  cond uc t deem ed  impro per.  Th e d irec tor is to  keep  an  acc ura te record o f all activities of the department

of health.  The board of supervisors may appropriate the necessary mone ys  to pay  em ployees o f the  coun ty health

departm ent.  W hen two or more counties join in maintaining a health department, the amount to be contributed by each

coun ty is to be agreed upon by the respective counties.  Any mu nicipality may pass public health laws or ordinances and

enforce the collection and registration of birth,  health, and m ortuary statistics, provided such laws are consistent with the

rules and regu lation s of  the  state  board of health.  Except as o therw ise p rov ided, any  person w ho  sha ll know ing ly v iola te

any of the p rovision s of Chap ter 3 of T itle 41 of the M ississippi Co de, or any ru le of the state bo ard  of health, or any

regulation of the board of supervisors . ..  shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, shall be punished by a

fine not exceed ing  $500 .00 , or by im prison m ent in the co un ty jail for not more than six months, or both.  1942, 7083, 7085,

7086; 1982, 494; 1983, 522.

Cro ss references--

As to county health officer, see §41-3-37.



CHAPTER 13.  COMMUNITY HOSPITALS

41-13-15. Community hospitals and health facilities in counties and municipalities.
1982, 395; 1983, 468; 1985, 511; 1987, 494; 1988, 387; 1993, 535; 1994, 546.

41-13-23. Levy of ad valorem tax or pledge of revenues to pay bonds.  In cou nties in w hich there  is

constructed a county or community hospital,  the board of supervisors shall  annually levy a tax, in addition to all other taxes,

sufficient to provide for the payment of the principal and interest on said bonds, etc.  1972, 447.

41-13-24. Obtaining federal assistance.  1975,410; 1987,396.

41-13-25.  Board of Supervisors may levy ad valorem tax for hospital support.   The board of

supervisors  may m ake an ad valorem tax levy annually for the support, maintenance and operation of cou nty  or com m un ity

hosp itals, providing the maximum  amount of such levy may not exceed five mills.  Calhoun County m ay levy such ad

valorem tax as is needed to operate and maintain such hospital as is provided herein. 1968, 442; 1987, 526; 1991, 389.

41-13-29.  Board of trustees for county hospitals .  1982, 395; 1985, 511; 1986, 458, 462; 1995, 378.

41-13-47.  Hospital funds; proposed budget; reports.  1958, 363; 1985, 511.

CHAPTER 19.  MENTAL RETARDATION SERVICES

41-19-31 through 41-19-43.  Mental illness and retardation facilities and services; boards of
supervisors.  Involvement of counties in the establishment and operation of mental and retardation facilities is covered

in these sections, and particular attention is directed here to Section 41-19-35 which provides for the appoin tme nt, term,

and com pensation o f reg ional co m m ission m em bers; Section  41 -19 -39  which deals w ith financial support from cou nties

and tax levies; and Section 41-19-43 which sets forth payments for chancery c lerks an d sh eriffs  for th eir se rvices in

comm itment proceedings. 1966, 477; 1968, 439; 1972, 307; 1984, 495; 1987, 483; 1992, 491; 1995, 410; 1997, 587.

Cross references--

As to lo cal ad  va lorem  tax  lev ies, genera lly, see §§2 7-3 9-3 01 , et seq.

As to p roceedings  for com m itment to sta te m ental ins titutions , see  §§41 -21 -1, et seq.

41-19-91.   Certain counties may contribute to nonprofit corporations operating programs for
mentally retarded children.   Applicable only to Clay County (by description).  1974, 567; 1986, 400.

CHAPTER 21.  MENTALLY ILL AND MENTALLY RETARDED PERSONS

41-21-43.  Temporary care and maintenance of feeble-minded poor person.  Bo ards of  sup erv isors...

shall temporarily provide for the maintenance of any person alleged to be feeble-minded as deemed in Section 41-19-101,

when such person has no means of paying such expense, pending an investigation into the mental status of such alleged

feeble-minded poor p erso n befo re the ch ancery cou rt. ... No  feeble -m inded  fem ale  shall  be maintained at the county poor

farm .  All care  of such feeb le-m inded  fem ales  m ust secure  the ir pro tectio n and  seg regation.  It shall  be the first duty of

boards of supervisors in extending care and protection to feeble-minded persons to prevent the propagation of the feeble-

minded. 1920, 210.

Cro ss references--

As to duty of supervisors to provide temporary care and maintenance of insane poor persons, see 19-5-43.

41-21-61 through 41-21-107. Persons in need of mental treatment.   These sections cover, among  other

things, com m itment of perso ns  to state  m ental hospita ls for treatment.  Some of the more pertinent sections will be touched

upon below:

41-21-63. Commitment proceedings; jurisdiction of chancery court; forms.   1984. 477; 1985, 454;

1996, 430.



41-21-65.  Affidavit for commitment.  1975, 492; 1984, 477.

41-21-79.  Payment of costs.   The cost incidental to the court p roceedings , inc lud ing  bu t no t limited  to cou rt

costs, preheating hospitalization costs, cost of transportation , reasonable  physician 's and p sychologist's fees se t by  the  court,

and reasonable attorney's fees set by the court,  shall be paid out of the funds of the county in which the affidavit was filed

and the proceedings com m enced in  those in stan ces w here the patien t is ind igent.  P rov ided, how ever, if the respon dent is

not indigent, said costs shall be taxed against the respondent or his estate.  Further provided, that if  the respondent is found

by the  court to  no t be  in need of mental treatment then all  such costs shall be taxed to the affiant initiating the hearing. 1975,

492; 1994, 533, 599.

41-21-85.  Payment of costs in proceedings on hearing on need for further treatment.  All costs

of the hearing or appeal under Section 41 -21-83 [w hich see], including bu t not lim ited to costs of all writs, notices,

petitions, appeals, and attorney's fees and transportation of the patient to and from the place of the hearing shall be borne

by the treatment facility in those instances where the patient is indigent, provided that if the patient is no t ind igent, a ll costs

shall  be taxed to the patient.   1984, 477.

41-21-95.  Payment of costs incurred in transporting discharged patients home or returning
patients on unauthorized leave.  Costs of returning patients on unauthorized leave.  Costs of returning a patient who

has left without authorization may be borne by the treatment facili ty from  which the patient has been discharged or from

which he has left without authorization. 1984, 477.

CHAPTER 23.  CONTAGIOUS DISEASES

41-23-30.  Free testing for and treatment of venereal disease.  Co un ty health departm ents shall  provide

free testing fo r and treatm ent of se xu ally  transm itted d isease.  S uch testing  and/o r trea tment sha ll be kept in strict

confidence.  The county boards of supervisors are directed to make known to the public,  through available media, the

confidentiality of the testing and treatment of sexually transmitted disease. 1983, 522.

CHAPTER 27.  MOSQUITO CONTROL

41-27-1 through 41-27-33.  County mosquito control commission.   Commissioners to serve without

pay, excep t for necessary exp enses an d a per d iem as p rovided in Section 25-3-69.  Board of supervisors to provide

comm ission with a suitable office. 1928, 190.  Plans and estimates of cost are  to be filed  by  the  com m ission ann ua lly w ith

the state boa rd of health and, when approved, shall  be forwarded to the county board of supervisors. 1928, 190.  Chapter

41-27-13 provides that the supervisors may fund mosquito control out of the general fund.  Two or more counties may

coop era te in the operation of such a comm ission. 1928, 190; 1964, 1st ex sess, 15.  The comm ission is directed to meet and

allow all claims, make a  certified list  of same, forwarding them to the board of supervisors, by which board claims will  be

paid. 1964, lst ex sess, 15; 1975, 417; 1983, 547; 1985; HB 813; 1986, 400.

41-27-101 through 41-27-133.  Rice field mosquito control law.   All provisions relative to this law

are contained in the sections noted.  Fiscal operations m ay  be  perform ed  in su bstan tially th e sam e m anner as fo r the  coun ty

mosquito control comm ission. 1954, 288.

CHAPTER 31.  COMMITMENT OF ALCOHOLICS, ETC.

41-31-1 through 41-31-23.  Commitment of alcoholics and drug addicts for treatment. 1950, 349;

1968, 331; 1954, 231; 1974, 562; 1976, 401.

CHAPTER 33.  TUBERCULOSIS, ETC.

41-33-1 through 41-33-15.  Tuberculosis and respiratory diseases; commitment of active
tuberculosis cases to sanatorium.  1956, 304; 1971, 312; 1924, 304; 1956, 304; 1983, 522; 1984, 435.

CHAPTER 37.  AUTOPSIES



41-37-15.  Fees of physician and chemist.  A physician performing an autopsy shall  be paid a fee not

exceeding $200.00. If the physician performing the autopsy is a qualified pathologist, such fee may be increased to $400.00.

A chemist whose services are used may be paid a fee not to exceed $60.00 for a ch em ical ana lysis .  Su ch  fees shall be paid

out of the county treasury on order of the board of supervisors.  1983, 509; 1985, 416.

Cross references--

As to coroner 's fee for performing autopsy, see §19-21-71.

41-37-17. Payment of disinterment expenses.  Th e sh eriff sha ll be  reim bu rsed  for a ll his expenses out of

the county treasury on order of the board of supervisors,  upon presentation of itemized claim. 1960, 258.

41-37-21.  Physician or chemist may be subpoenaed in criminal case. Physician or ch em ist

subpoenaed as a witness for prosecution shall be paid fee of $50.00 per day and seven cents per mile for travel.  1960, 258.

CHAPTER 39.  DISPOSITION OF HUMAN BODIES OR PARTS

41-39-5.  Disposition of unclaimed dead bodies.  Any ph ysician, hosp ital, fune ral director,

em balm er, coroner or other person acquiring possession of a dead human body or portion thereof which is not claimed for

burial or cremation within 48 hours of i ts acquisition shall  give written notice thereof to the b oard  of sup ervisors, or a

mem ber thereof, furnishing  such  identification o f the dec edent as m ay b e ava ilable.  The  boa rd of supervisors shall  make

a reason ab le e ffo rt to  no tify  m em bers o f the d eced en t's family or other known  interested persons, and if  such body is not

claimed  within five  day s, then the  boa rd shall  direct the burial or cremation and burial of the residue of such body or portion

thereo f.  If the estate of the decedent is unknown or is unable to pay the burial expenses so incurred, same may be paid by

the county of which the decedent was a resident, or by the county in which the body was located. . ..  1964, 436.

CHAPTER 43.  CEMETERIES AND BURIAL GROUNDS

41-43-1.  Board of supervisors may regulate location of private family cemeteries.
(1) No person, firm, association, or corporation shall locate a new public or private cemetery for burial of human

beings within  five  hund red  (50 0) y ards of  a pub lic or p rivate hospital or other medical facility wherein sick or injured

persons are usu ally kep t overn ight for m edica l treatmen t and rehabilitation, without such person, firm, association, or

corporation having firs t ob tained  a w ritten order of approval from the board of supervisors if the proposed cemetery or

burial grou nd is located outside the  corporate lim its of a municipal ity , or without such person, firm, association, or

corp oration having first obtained a written order of approval from the governing authorities of the municipality if  the

proposed cemetery or burial ground is located inside the corporate limits of a municipality.

Any  rea lty used  for b uria l pu rpo ses  in violation  of this subsection shall  be deemed a comm on nuisance, and may

be abated by the chancery court upon a petition filed therefo r by  the  distr ict attorney or county attorney, city attorney,

attorney for the board of supervisors,  or any person or persons aggrieved by the violation of this subsection.

Th is sub sec tion  sha ll no t apply  to any established cemeteries or burial grounds which now have human remains

interred thereon.

(2) T he  board  of sup erv isors of  any cou nty  is au tho rized and  em po wered, upo n petition  and requ est to  do  so, to

establish or designate the location of any private family cemetery to be located in the county. 1942, 2890.6; 1966,  398;

19 82 , 307. 

CHAPTER 55.  PUBLIC AMBULANCE SERVICE

41-55-1 through 41-55-57.  Establishment, maintenance and operation of ambulance service by
political entities.   1968, 290; 1971, 457; 1975, 427; 1986, 400; 1987, 483; 1992, 491; 1998, 527.

CHAPTER 57.  VITAL STATISTICS

41-57-3 through 41-57-27.  Births and deaths.   Includes Section 41-57-11 (payment for birth  and death

certificates); 41-57-13 (furnishing of list  of deaths to county registrar and county election comm issioners), and  41-57-15

(boa rd of supervisors may appropriate funds for perfecting registration of records).  1912, 149; 1971, 327; 1972, 466; 1987,

326; 1983, 424; 1989, 509, 511; 1997, 588, 472; 1998, 311; 2002, 424.



CHAPTER 59.  EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

41-59-1 through 41-59-57.  Establishment, maintenance and operation of emergency health
services. 1974, 507; 1991, 482, 606; 1992, 491; 1998, 429; 2000, 594; 2001, 542; 2002, 623.

41-59-47. Options of counties as to participation in emergency medical services program. 
The provisions of this chapter as to emergency m edical services shall apply to all counties . ..  except those counties

... electing not to comply as expressed to the state board of health by written resolution. . ..  Any financial grants administered

by the state for emergency m edical services pertaining to this chapter shall be made available to those counties ...  which

are governed by the provisions of this chapter. 1974, 507.

41-59-51.  Authority of board of supervisors to establish emergency medical service district.
An emergency medical services district  may be established by the board of supervisors or boards of supervisors of any

county or group of counties . ..  to provide emergency hospital care and ambulance services, etc.  1974, 507.

41-59-53.  Districts; procedures for establishing.   Procedures  are  set  forth  in  this  section  for the

establishment of an emergency medical services district , including the allocation of expenses among the participating

subdivisions. 1974, 507.

41-59-57.  Districts; power to receive and expend funds. Districts established under the provisions of

this  chapter m ay receive fun ds from  all sources and may expend such funds as may be available for any necessary and

proper pu rpo se.  Such expenditures may be by making a lump sum  payment to the board or manager of the district.  1974,

507.

41-59-59.  Levy of tax for support and maintenance of districts.    (1)   The board of supervisors of any

coun ty participating in the establishment of an emergency medical service district under the provisions of Section 41-59-51,

... m ay  set aside , ... from the general fund for the support and maintenance of such district . (2) Districts may borrow funds

in anticipation of taxes in the same manner as counties or municipalit ies. 1975, 455; 1986, 400.

41-59-61. Emergency medical services operating fund; assessment on traffic violations. 

(1) Su ch  assessm ents as  are  co llected und er su bsections (1) and (2 ) of S ection  99 -19 -73  sha ll be deposited

in a special fund hereby created in the State Treasury to be designated the  "Em ergency  M edical S erv ices  Operating F un d."

The Legislature may m ake appropriations from the Emergency Medical Services Operating Fund to the State Board of

Health for the purpose of defraying costs of administration of the Emergency Medical Services program and for

redistribution of such funds to the counties, mun icipalities and organized medical service distric ts (here inafter re ferre d to

as "governmenta l units")  for  the  support of the  emergency medical services  programs.  The Sta te  Board  of H ealth, w ith

the Em ergency  M edical S erv ices  Adv isory C ou nc il acting in  an  adviso ry capacity, sh all ad m iniste r the  disb ursem ent to

such gov ernm ental un its of any fu nds  app ropriated  to the bo ard from  the Emergency Medical Services Operating Fund and

the utilization of such  funds by the governm ental units.

(2) Funds appropriated from the Em ergency M edical S erv ices  Operating F un d to  the  Sta te B oard o f Health

shall be made available to all such governmental units to support the emergency m edical services programs therein, and

such fun ds  sha ll be distributed to each governmental unit based upon its general population relative to the total population

of the state.   Disbursement of such funds shall be made on  an  annu al basis  at the end of the fiscal year upon the request of

each governmental unit.   Funds distributed to such governmental units shall be used in addition  to existing annual

emergency m edical services budgets of the gov ernm ental units, and no such fund s shall be used for the payment of any

attorne y's  fees.  The  Direc tor o f Em ergency  M edical S erv ices  pro gram  or h is ap po inted desig nee is hereby  au tho rized to

requ ire financ ial rep orts  from  the  governm ental un its utilizing these funds in order to provide satisfactory proof of the

maintenance of the funding effort by the governmental units. 1982, 344; 1983, 522; 1985, SB 2627; 1990, 329.

CHAPTER 61.  MISSISSIPPI MEDICAL EXAMINER ACT

41-61-51 through 41-61-79.  Definitions, qualifications, reports duties, etc. of medical
examiners and medical examiner investigators. 1986, 455, 459; 1990, 453, 484; 1991, 591, 618; 1992, 491; 1993,

411, 550; 1996, 485; 1998, 567; 2002, 424.

CHAPTER 67.  INDIVIDUAL ONSITE WASTEWATER DISPOSAL SYSTEMS



[This c hapter is de tailed  and the C od e sh ou ld be co nsulted fo r establish m ent of w astewater  disp osal sy stem s.]

TITLE 43.  PUBLIC WELFARE

CHAPTER 1. COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE

43-1-9. County department of public welfare.  There shall be created in each cou nty  of the sta te a cou nty

department of public welfare which shall consist of a county director of public welfare, and such other personnel as may

be necessary for the efficient performance of the duties of the county departmen t.  I t shall be the duty of the board of

supervisors  of each cou nty  to p rov ide  office sp ace fo r the  coun ty departm ent.

Cou nty  director.  The comm issioner shall designate,  in accordance with the rule s an d regu lation s of  the  state

personnel board, with the approval of the governor,  a county director of public welfare who shall serve as the executive

and administrative officer of the coun ty departm ent and sh all be respon sible  to the sta te departm ent for its m anagem ent.

Such director shall be a resident citizen of the county and shall  not hold any political office of the state,  county,

m un icipality  or subdivision thereof.   However, in cases of emergency, the comm issioner may  appo int a  director of p ub lic

welfare who is a nonresident of such county, to serve during the period of emergency only.

The cou nty  de pa rtm ent of public welfare shall  administer within the county all  forms of public assistance and

welfare serv ices .  Th e co un ty departm ent sha ll com ply  with such regulations and submit such reports as may be established

or required by the sta te departm ent.  Subject to  the  appro va l of the sta te departm ent, the c ou nty  departm ent may  coop era te

with other departments, agencies and institutions, state and local, when so requested, in performing services in con form ity

with the provisions o f this chap ter.

In coun ties having two  judicial districts, the state comm issioner of public we lfare may  create and establish in each

of the judicial districts a separa te county depa rtment of pu blic welfare wh ich sha ll consist of a d irector of pu blic welfare

and such other personnel as may be necessary for the efficient performance of the duties of the department thus established.

In such ca ses the two d epartm ents so established shall be dea lt with as though each  is a se parate  and d istinc t coun ty

department of public welfare, and each of the departments and each of the directors shall  operate and ha ve  jurisd iction

coextensive with the boundaries of the  jud icial d istrict in  which it  is established; and, also, in such cases the words "county"

and "d irec tor o f pu blic welfare" when used in this chapter shall,  where applicable, mean each judicial district,  and the

director of public welfare appointed therefor; and where the board of supervisors is authorized to appropriate funds or

provide office space or like assistance for one county welfare department or director, such board m ay, as the case may be,

appro pria te the amount specified by law or render the assistance requ ired by law  to each of the departm ents or directors.

Provided, however, that the comm issioner of public welfare shall  not create and establish a separate county department of

pu blic  welfare pursuant to  this p aragraph  in any  coun ty in  which su ch  sep ara te county department of public welfare is not

in existence on January 1, 1983.  Provided further,  that in any county having two county departments of public welfare on

Janu ary 1, 1983, but only one county director of public welfare on said date,  the comm issioner of public welfare shall  not

authorize and establish the second position of county director of public welfare in such county.

In any cou nty  no t having tw o judic ial d istricts w hich is g rea ter than  fifty m iles  in  length, the comm issioner of

pu blic  welfare m ay  establish  one branch  office o f the  coun ty departm ent of pub lic w elfare w hich sh all be sta ffed  with

ex isting employees and administrative staff of such county department for not less than four days per week. 1983,  504;

1984, 442.

43-1-11. Expenses of county welfare office.   The boards of supervisors of  the  various  counties of th is

state  are hereby au tho rized and  em po wers in  the ir disc retion, to  expend  and app rop riate  such  sum s as they  deem  nece ssary

out of any available county funds for the purpose of providing office space for the local co un ty departm ent of pub lic

welfare.  This includes, but is not limited to, adequate office space for the efficient conduct of business, as well as providing

for payment of electricity,  water, gas, maintenance and repair of the building, and janitorial services and supplies. 1982,

319.

43-1-27.  Action maintainable by department of public welfare to recover benefits wrongfully
obtained; attorney's fees; evidence.



 (1) A ny  sum s pa id to  or o n behalf o f any perso n, entity  or sub grantee or the  va lue  of any  aid  or benefit or services

obtained or received  under any sta te or fed era lly fund ed  ass istance  pro gram  as a  resu lt of any  false  statem ent,

misrepresentation, concealment of a material fact, failure to disclose assets,  or by whatever means, becomes a deb t due to

the state department of p ub lic welfare.  The amount of value of any assistance shall  be recoverable from the recipient or

his  estate in a civil action  broug ht in  the  na m e o f the state department of public welfare pursuant to this section.  In the

event such action is brought, the department shall be entitled to recover, in addition to the amo un t of a ssista nce, a

reasonable  am ou nt o f atto rney's fe es and  its cost incurred therein, Where an attorney from the county attorney's office

rep rese nts  the  departm ent in su ch  actio n, the atto rney's fe e aw arded  sha ll be for the use  and benefit of that particular office

and sh all be fo rwarded  to that office  upon  receip t by  the  departm ent.

(2) In any  civil action for the  recov ery of the amount of value of any aid or benefits or  serv ices  impro perly

pa id to the recipient, proof that a conviction or guilty plea on a misdemeanor or felony charge und er S ection  97 -19 -71  sha ll

be deemed prima facie evidence that such assistance was improperly obtained under the provision of this section.

(3) Repaym ent of the as sistan ce  impro perly o bta ined pursuant o f this  section shall not constitute a defense

to or ground of dismissal of criminal charges brought under Section 97-19-71.

For purposes of this and other related sections, any food stamp and coupons issued under a food stamp plan

administered by  the  state  departm ent of pub lic welfare sh all conclusively be the property of the State of Mississippi. 1983,

408.

CHAPTER 9.  OLD AGE ASSISTANCE

43-9-47.  Board of supervisors may match federal funds or make contributions for assistance
programs for aged persons.

CHAPTER 15.  CHILD WELFARE

43-15-7 and 43-15-11.  County department of public welfare authorized to provide protective
services for children; appropriation of funds; expenditure of county moneys for support and
maintenance of homeless and destitute children.   Boards of supervisors may appropriate out of the tax levied for

coun ty poor o r ou t of the genera l coun ty fu nd  necessary m on eys to b e ad m iniste red  by  the cou nty  departm ent of pub lic

welfare to provide protective services for children. 1946, 419.  The board of supervisors .. . may  . ..  pay . ..  out of the co un ty

treasury...  an amount not exceeding a tota l of $25 .00  annu ally  per million dollars of assessed valuation to provide for the

support and maintenance of homeless and destitute  ch ildren.  Such paym ents shall be to a children's hom e society which

is approved by the state department of public welfare. 1958, 539.

CHAPTER 21.  YOUTH COURT

43-21-45.  Funds for payment of salaries and expenses of youth counsellors and clerk-reporters.
In Harrison and Forrest counties the  board  of sup erv isors m ay  set aside ,... mon eys from  the  general fund  to be used  in

payment of salaries and/or travel expense of youth counselor(s), and the salary o f a clerk report of the youth court of such

county, and such funds shall be expended for no other purpose. 1968, 371; 1986, 400.

43-21-101 through 43-21-651.  Youth court law.  These laws cover the organization and operation of the

yo uth  cou rt, includ ing  pe rsonn el, expenditures , pow ers, and jurisdiction. 1979, 506; 1980, 550; 1986, 467; 1989, 441;

1991, 468; 1993, 439; 1994, 359; 1995, 546; 1996, 323; 1997, 440; 1998, 340, 367, 379, 407, 447, 516; 1999, 329, 400,

554, 569; 2001, 358, 360, 393, 581; 2002, 342, 410, 509.

43-21-317. Juvenile Detention Fund.  Es tab lished to  pro vide gran ts to local governm ents to con struct,

renovate, and m aintain facilities.

CHAPTER 27.  DEPARTMENT OF YOUTH SERVICES



43-27-205.  Local Juvenile Detention Facility Construction, Renovation and Repair Fund; source
of funds; purpose of Fund.

(2) The  fund shall be used for the following  purpo ses:

(a) To pro vide gran ts to local governm ental units  to con struct, repair,  remodel, equip, furnish, add

to, improve and maintain juvenile detention facili ties.   Grants shall  be awarded on a

pro po rtionate  basis based on the population of the local governmental unit.   Counties and

mun icipalities are  encouraged to  en ter in to in terlocal agreem ents an d regiona l agreements to

receive grants.  A ny  area w hich u ses  this fu nd  for th e purp oses p rov ided here in sh all have a

minimum population of twenty-five thousand (25,000) persons  resid ing  in the area  to be served

by a facili ty.   1994, 652.

CHAPTER 31.  POOR PERSONS

43-31-1.  Jurisdiction; county homes.   The board of supervisors shall  have the jurisdiction and power

necessary  and pro per for  the  relief  and su pp ort o f the  poor o f its coun ty, and  it shall  have control of the county home, and

may  employ a suitable person to take charge of the same.  It shall  see that the poor are properly treated; and it  may provide

nurses and phy sicians  in such cases as it may deem p roper, and purchase medicines, and paym ent therefor may  be ordered

out of the proper fund by warrant on the county treasury. 1912, 234.

Cro ss references--

As to constitutional authority for board of supervisors to provide relief for poor, see Miss Const §262.

43-31-3. Supervisors may purchase land and erect buildings for county homes.  1912, 234.

43-31-5.  Supervisors may sell or exchange county home property.  1912, 234.

43-31-13.  Claims allowed by supervisors.   The boa rd of supervisors may allow the claims of persons who,

by au tho rity of one of the supervisors, have taken care of, fed, clothed, administered to, or buried such paupers as were at

the time proper subjects for relief,  but could not at  once be removed to the county home. 1912, 234.

43-31-15.  Tax for support of poor.   The board of supervisors shall annually pay into the general fund a tax

as may be necessary for the support of the poor of the county.  1942, 7352; 1986, 400.

43-31-17.  Obligations not incurred except by authority of the board.  M oney shall  not be disbursed

from  the county treasury for the relief of the poo r, except on o rde r of th e board o f supervisors ; no r shall any obligations

be incurred by the county except by its authority.  1942, 7353.

43-31-21.  Duty of each Supervisor.  Wh enev er any m em ber of the board shall ascertain that there is a

pauper in his district probably entitled to re lief, it shall be h is du ty to examine into the pauper's right to support; and if  he

be satisfied that such  pau per has a settlem ent in his co unty , and is unab le to support himself, or is entitled to be supported,

or provided for by the county, he shall  report the facts to the board of supervisors for i ts action, and in case of emergency,

he m ay  give h is w ritten  ord er to  the  sup erin tendent o f the  coun ty hom e to receive such  paup er; and m ay cau se the pauper

to be removed to the county home. 1912, 234.

43-31-29 through 43-31-31. Certain dead to be buried; county to bear expenses. The

authorities of every coun ty, town, c ity, an d v illage  sha ll bury a ll strangers found dead within their l imits,  or found floating

in any  wa ters at a p oin t ad join ing  the ir limits, and a ll expenses o r charges sha ll be  chargeable  to the co un ty; and  an  acc ura te

account thereof shall  be reported to  the  board  of sup erv isors, w ho  sha ll allow  the  sam e, an d o rde r it to be paid out of the

county treasury; but the board of supervisors may fix maximum  charges for such burials.   1942, 7359, 7360.

43-31-39.  Board to provide storage for surplus food commodities; expenses.  The boards of

supervisors  . ..  may .. . appropriate from any available funds, in either the pauper fund or the general  fund, a sufficient

amount with which they may  lease, purchase or otherwise acquire storage facilit ies for surplus food comm odities,  including

storage under refrig era tion , pro vide fo r the  un loading, packaging, handling and  distrib ution o f said  comm odities and pay

for such personnel or help as may be required in order to protect from w aste or spoilage .. . and may p ay the rentals, salaries,

and incidental expenses thereof,  monthly, from their respective treasuries.  1956, 184.



CHAPTER 33.  HOUSING AND HOUSING AUTHORITIES

43-33-5.  Board of supervisors may declare need for housing authority.

43-33-47.  Board of supervisors may donate of lend funds to housing authority.

43-33-105.  Board of supervisors may create regional housing authorities.

CHAPTER 37.  ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY USING
PUBLIC FUNDS

43-37-1.  Title; applicability.  Th is chap ter sh all be kno wn as the  "R eal Pro perty Acquisitio n P olic ies L aw ."

The pro visio ns  of th is ch ap ter sh all be ap plicab le to  the  to the acquisition of real property under the laws of this state for

use in any project or program in which public funds are used. 1972, 525; 1996, 426.

43-37-3.  Acquisition policies.  Any person, agency, or other entity acquiring real property for any project

or program  in wh ich pub lic fund s are used shall comp ly with the following  policies:

(a) Every reasonable effort shall be made to acquire expeditiously real property by negotiation.

(b) Real property shall be appraised before the initiation of negotiations, except that the acquiring person,

agency or other entity may  adop t a procedu re in com pliance w ith federal regulations to w aive the appraisal in cases

involving the acquisition by sale or donation of prop erty w ith a low  fair market va lue. Fo r purposes o f this chap ter, pro perty

with a low fair market value is property with a fair market value of Ten Thousand D ollars ($10,000.00) or less. The ow ner

or his d esig na ted  rep rese nta tive  sha ll be  given  an  oppo rtun ity  to  accompany the appraiser during his inspection of the

property.

(c) Be fore the initiation of negotiations for real property, an am ou nt sh all be es tab lished w hich it is reaso nably

believed is just compensation therefore and such amount shall  be offered for the property. In no event shall such amount

be  less  than the ap pro ved app raisa l of the fa ir m arket value of such  pro perty...

(j) A  person whose real property is being acquired...may...donate such property...to the person, agency or

other entity acquiring the property.. .  1972, 525; 1989, 457; 1991, 418; 1996, 426.

TITLE 45.  PUBLIC SAFETY

CHAPTER 4. COUNTY JAIL OFFICERS TRAINING PROGRAM

45-4-9.  Certification required for employment as jail officer; exemption for certain jail officers.
(1) (a) After January 1, 2000,  no perso n sh all be ap po inted o r em ployed as a ja il officer o r a part-tim e jail

officer unless that person has been certified as being qualified under subsection (3) of this section.

(b) No perso n w ho  is req uired to  be  cer tified  sha ll be appointed or em ployed as  a jail officer by an y she riff

or police d epa rtment for a period to exceed two (2) years without being certified. The prohibition against the appointment

or employment of a jail officer for a period not to exceed two (2) years may not be nullified by terminating the appointment

or employment of such a person before the expiration of the time period and then rehiring the person for another period.

Any  person who, due to illness or other events beyond his control,  as may be determined by th e B o ard  on  Ja il O fficer

Standards and Training, does not attend the required school or training as scheduled, may serve with full pay and benefits

in such a capacity until  he can attend the required school or training.

(c) No person shall serve as a jail officer in any full-,  part-time, reserve or auxiliary capacity during a

period  wh en tha t person 's certification h as been su spen ded , cance lled or reca lled pursuan t to this chap ter.

(2) Jail officers serving un der perm anen t appointm ent on Janua ry 1, 2000, shall not be required to meet

certification requirements of this section as a condition of continued employment; nor shall failure of any such jail officer

to fulfill su ch  requirem ents m ake that perso n inelig ible  for any pro m otional exam ination for which  that person is otherwise

eligible. If any ja il officer certified und er th is chapter leaves his employm ent and does not become em ployed as a jail officer

within  two (2) years from the date of termination of his prior em ploym ent, he sh all be requ ired to com ply w ith board policy

as to  reh iring  stan dards  in o rde r to be em ployed as a ja il officer. 

(3) In addition to the other requirements of this section, the Board  on Jail Officer Standards and Training, by rules

and regulations consistent with other provisions of law, shall fix other qualifications for the em ploym ent of jail officers,

including education, physical and mental standards, citizenship, good moral character, experience and such other m atters



as rela te to  the  com petence  and re liability of persons to assume and discharge the responsibili ties of jail officers, and the

boa rd shall  prescribe the means for presenting evidence of fulfil lment of these re qu irem ents. Add itionally , the  board  sha ll

fix qualifications for the appointment  or employment of part-time jail officers to essentially the same standards and

requirem ents as jail officers. Th e board sha ll deve lop  and im plem ent a part-tim e jail officer train ing  pro gram  tha t meets

the same performance objectives and has essentially the same or sim ilar conten t as the program s app roved by  the bo ard

for full-time jail officers.

(4) The Board on Jail Officer Standards and Training shall issue a certificate evidencing satisfaction of the

requirem ents of subsections (1) and (3) of this section to any applicant who presents such evidence as may be required by

its rules and regulations of satisfactory co m pletion o f a program or course of instruction in another jurisdiction equivalent

in content and quality to that required by the board for appro ved ja il officer education and training programs in this state.

(5) Professional certificates remain the property of the board, and the board reserves the right to either reprimand

the holder of a certificate,  suspend a certificate upon conditions imposed by the board, or cancel and recall an y certificate

when:

(a) The certificate was issued  by adm inistrative error;

(b) The certificate was obtained through misrepresentation or fraud;

(c) The holder has been convicted of any crime involving moral turpitude;

(d) The holder has been convicted of a felony; or

(e) Other due cause as determined by the board.

(6) W hen the board believes there is a reasonable basis for either the reprimand, suspension, cancellation of,  or

recalling the certification of a jail officer, notice and opp ortu nity  for a  hearing sh all be p rov ided in  acc ord ance  with law

prior to such reprimand, suspension or revocation.

(7) Any  jail officer aggrieved by the final findings and order of the b oard  m ay file an appe al with the  chan cery

cou rt of the cou nty in w hich the perso n is em ployed. The ap pea l mu st be filed w ithin thirty (30) da ys of the  final orde r.

(8) Any jail  officer whose certification has been cancelled may reapply for certification, but not sooner than two

(2) years after the date on which the order cancelling the certification becomes final.  1999, 482; 2000, 515.

45-4-11.  Establishment, administration and maintenance of training programs; expenditure of funds.
(1) The Board on Jail Officer Standards and Training shall establish, provide or maintain jail officer training programs

through such agencies and institutions as the board may deem appropriate.

(2) The board shall authorize, but only from such funds authorized and appropriated by the Legislature, the

reimbursement to each governmental entity of at least fifty percent (50%) of the allowable salary and allowable tuition, living and

travel expense incurred by jail officers in attendance at approved training programs, if the governmental entity does in fact adhere

to the training standards established by the board. T he board shall authorize, but only from such funds authorized and appropriated

by the Legislature, the direct funding of a part-time ja il officer training program. The board shall require the payment of a

reasonable tuition fee to aid in funding the costs of administering the part-time jail officer training program.

(3) The board is authorized to expend funds for the purpose of providing a professional library and training aids that will

be available to police and  sheriff departments.

(4) If any jail officer in this state who is employed by a county shall, within three (3) years after the date  of his

employment, resign from, or be terminated from, employment by such county and immediately become employed by another

governmental entity in a jail officer capacity, then the governmental entity by which the resigned or terminated officer is employed

shall reimburse the county from which the officer resigned or was terminated a proportionate share of the jail officer's training

expenses which were incurred by such entity, if any.  1999, 482; 2000, 515.

45-4-13.  Counties prohibited from paying salaries of uncertified jail officers. Any go vernmental

en tity that emp loys a person as a jail officer who does not meet the requirements of this chapter, or who employs a person

wh ose certificate has been suspended or revoked under provisions of this chapter, is prohibited from paying the salary of

such person, or providing any public monies for the equipment or support of the jail duties of such person and any person

violating this subsection shall be personally liable for making such payment.  1999, 482; 2000, 515.

CHAPTER 5. LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS TRAINING ACADEMY

45-5-9.  Sheriff may appoint extra deputies; may attend and instruct training academy; expenses.

The she riff of  eac h cou nty  ... m ay ap poin t extra dep uties and  they m ay se rve as in structors at the law  enfo rcem ent officers

training academy, subject to the approval of th e co m missioner of public safety.  Said deputies may be paid such

compensation and  m ay b e furnish ed su ch u niform s and equipment as may be agreed upon by the sheriff with approval of

the board of supervisors . ..  same to be paid from any available county funds.  Each deputy shall  give bond in a penalty of

$25,000.00 . ..  and the premiums .. . shall  be paid from any available county funds. 1964, 324; 1986, 458.



45-5-11.  Appropriations; tuition fees; payment of expenses of officers attending academy;
grants and donations may be accepted.  Th e Leg islatu re  may appropriate  fun ds  to carry  ou t the  pu rpo ses  of th is

chapter in w ho le or in part.  The  com m issioner shall es tab lish and  charge reaso nable  tuition fees to  be  pa id.  A ny

municipality, county, district or other political subdivision or agency of the state is hereby  authorized to pa y the exp enses,

including tuition of any of i ts officers or officer-designees or officers-elect for attending the academ y.  All mu nicipalities,

coun ties, districts, other politica l sub div ision s an d agenc ies o f the  state  shall  comply with subsection (4) of Section 45-6-13

in the event that an officer leav es o ne  governm ental en tity an d becom es em ployed by ano ther go vernm ental en tity w ithin

three (3) years.  Gran ts and donations to the academ y m ay be a ccepted from  individuals, firms, corporations, foundations

and other interested organizations societies.  1964, 324; 1993, 458.

CHAPTER 6. LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS TRAINING PROGRAM

45-6-5.  Board on Law Enforcement Officer Standards and Training created.  1981, 474; 1991, 596.

45-6-11. Law enforcement officer qualifications; recertification after leaving law enforcement;
certification; reprimand, suspension or revocation of certification. 

(1) Law enforcement officers already serving under permanent appointment on July 1, 1981 and personnel of the

division of community services under Section 47-7-9, M ississippi Code of 1972, serving on July 1, 1994, shall  not be

required to meet any requirement of subsections (3) and (4) of this section as a condition of continued employment;  nor

shall failu re o f any su ch  law  enforc em ent officer to  fulf ill  such requirements make that person ineligible for any

promotional examination for which that person is otherwise eligible.  Provided, however, if any law enforcement officer

certified under the provis ions of this chapter leaves his employm ent as such and does not become employed as a law

enforcement officer within  two (2 ) years f rom  the  da te of term ina tion  of h is pr ior em ploym ent, he  sha ll be  required to

com ply  with board policy as to rehiring standards in order to be employed as a law enforc em ent officer;  ex cept, that, if

any law en forcem ent officer certified unde r this chapter  leaves his employment as such to serve as a sheriff, he may be

employed as a law enforcement officer after he has com ple ted  his serv ice a s a she riff w ithout being requ ired  to com ply  with

boa rd policy as to rehiring standards. Part-time law enforcement officers serving on or before July 1, 1998, sha ll have  un til

July 1 , 2001, to ob tain certification as a p art-time o fficer.

(2) Any person who has tw enty (2 0) years of law enforcement experience and who is eligible to be certified under

this  section shall be eligible for recertification after leaving law enforcement on the same basis as someo ne who has  taken

the basic training course.  Application to the board to quali fy  under this subsection shall  be made no later than June 30,

1993.

(3)(a) No person shall be appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer or a part-time law enforcement

offic er unless that perso n has b een certified as be ing  qualified  under the  pro visio ns  of sub sec tion  (4) o f this sec tion . 

(b) No person shall be app ointed  or em ployed as  a law  enfo rcem ent trainee b y an y law  enfo rcem ent un it for a

period to exceed two (2) years. The prohibition against the appointment or employment of a law enforcement trainee for

a period not to exceed two (2) years may not be nullified by terminating the appointment or employment of such a person

befo re the expiration of the time period and then rehiring the person for another period. Any person who, due to illness or

other events beyond his control,  could not attend the required school or training as scheduled, may serve with full pay and

benefits in such a  cap acity until he ca n a ttend the requ ired  sch oo l or tra ining. 

(c) No person shall serve as a law enforcement officer in any full-time, part-time, reserve or auxiliary capacity

during a period w hen that perso n's certification has b een su spended, cancelled  or recalled  pu rsuan t to the p rov ision s of  this

chapter.

(4) In addition to the requirements of subsections (3), (7) and (8) of this section, the board, by rules and regulations

consistent with other provisions of law, shall fix other qualifications for the employm ent of law enforcement  officers,

including minimum age, education, physical and mental standards, citizenship, good m oral character, experience and such

other matters as relate to the comp etence and reliability of persons to assume and discharge the responsibilities of law

enforcement officers, and the board shall prescribe the means for presenting ev idence o f fulfillment of these requ iremen ts.

Additionally, the bo ard shall  fix qualifications for the appointment or em ploym ent of p art-time law  enfo rcem ent officers

to essentia lly the sam e stand ards an d requ irem ents as law enforcement officers. The board shall develop and implement

a part-tim e law  enforc em ent officer tra ining p rog ram  tha t meets the same performance objectives and has essentially the

sam e or sim ilar conten t as the program s app roved by  the bo ard for fu ll-time  law e nforcem ent officers  and  the bo ard sha ll

provide that such training shall be available locally and held at t imes convenient to the persons required to receive such

training.

(5) Any  elec ted  she riff, co nstab le, deputy  or chief of police may apply for certification.  Such cer tificatio n sh all

be granted at the request of the  elec ted  offic ial afte r pro vid ing  ev idence of satis fac tion  of the requ irem ents of subsections



(3) and (4) of this sec tion .  Ce rtification granted to such elected officials shall  be granted under the same standards and

conditions as established by law enforcement officers and shall  be subject to recall  as in subsection (7) of this section.

(6) The board shall issue a certificate evidencing satisfaction of the requirem ents of  sub sec tions (3) and (4 ) of th is

section to any  app licant who p resen ts such  evidence  as m ay b e requ ired by  its rules and regulation s of satisfactory

completion of a prog ram  or cou rse o f ins truc tion  in another jurisdiction equivalent in content and quality to that required

by the  board  for app rov ed  law  enforc em ent officer edu cation  and tra ining prog ram s in th is state , and has satisfactorily

passed any and all  diagnostic testing and evaluation as required by the board to ensure competency.

(7) Pro fess ional ce rtifica tes rem ain  the  pro perty of the board, and the board reserves the right to either reprimand

the ho lder of a  cer tificate , suspend  a ce rtifica te upon conditions imposed by the board , or cancel and recall any certificate

when:

(a) The certificate was issued  by adm inistrative error;

(b) The certificate was obtained through misrepresentation or fraud;

(c) The holder has been convicted of any crime involving moral turpitude;

(d) The holder has been convicted of a felony;  or

(e) Other due cause as determined by the board.

(8) W hen the board b eliev es th ere  is a reaso nable  basis for either the reprimand, suspension, cancellation of,  or

recalling the certification of a law enforcement officer or a part-time law enforcement training officer, notice and

opportunity for a hearing shall be provided in accordance with law prior to such reprimand, suspension or revocation.

(9) Any full- or part-time law enforcement officer aggrieved by the findings and order of the board may file an

appeal with the chancery court of the county in which such person is employed from the final order of the board. Such

appeals must be filed within thirty (30) days of the final order of the board.

(10) Any  full-  or part-time law enforcement officer whose certification has been cancelled pursuant to this chapter

m ay  reapp ly fo r certifica tion , bu t no t soo ner than tw o (2) years after the date on which the order of the board cancelling

such certification becomes final.  1981, 474; 1990, 434; 1992, 415; 1993, 584; 1994, 516; 1998, 394; 1999, 506.

Cross references-

Definition of a part-time law enforcement officer, see 45-6-1.

45-6-13.  Reimbursement for attending training program; professional library. 
(1) The board shall establish, provide or maintain law enforcement training programs through such agencies and

institutions as the board may deem  appropriate.

(2) The bo ard shall authorize, but only from such funds authorized and appropriated by the Legislature, the

reimbursement to each political subdivision and to state agencies of at least fifty  percent (50%) of the allowable salary and

allowable tuition, living and travel expense incurred by law enforcement officers in attendance at approved training

program s, provided said political subdivisions and state  agencies  do  in fact adhere to the selection and training standards

established by the  boa rd. The bo ard shall authorize , but on ly from  such  fund s autho rized an d ap propria ted by the

Legislature, the direct funding of a part-time law enforcement officer training program. The board shall require the payment

of a reasonab le tuition fee to aid in funding  the costs of administering the part-time law enforcement law enforcement

officer training program.

(3) The bo ard is authorized to expend funds for the purpose of providing a professional l ibrary and training aids

that will be available to state agenc ies and po litical subdivisions.

(4) If any fu ll- or part-tim e law enforcement officer in this state who is employed by a m unicipality, county or other

governmental en tity sh all, w ithin three (3) years after the date of his employment, resign from, or be terminated from,

employment by such ent ity  and immediately become employed by another governmental entity in a law enforcement

capacity, then the gov ernm ental en tity by w hich the resign ed  or te rm ina ted  officer is em ployed sh all reim burse the

governmental entity from w hich the officer resigned or was terminated a  proportionate share of the officer's law

enforcement training expenses which were incurred by such entity,  if  any.  1981, 474; 1993, 458; 1998, 394.

45-6-17.  Noncomplying officers and officers with certificates revoked or suspended not to
exercise powers; salary not to be paid.  

(1) Any full- or part-time law enforcem ent officer who does not comply with the provisions of this chapter, or

wh ose certificate has been suspended or revo ked und er p rov ision s of  this chapte r, shall not be authorized to exercise the

po wers o f law  enforc em ent officers g enera lly, an d particula rly sha ll no t be  au tho rized to  exerc ise the pow er o f arre st.

(2) Any state agency or political subdivision that employs a person as a full- or part-time law enforcement officer

who  does n ot m eet the  requirem ents of  this chapter , or  who employs a person whose certificate has been suspended or

revoked under provisions of this chapter, is prohibited from paying the salary of such person,  or prov iding any  public

mon ies for th e eq uipm ent or su pp ort o f the  law  enforc em ent activ ities of  suc h perso n and  any perso n v iola ting  this

subsection shall  be personally liable for making such payment. 1981, 474; 1992, 415; 1998, 394.



CHAPTER 7. COUNTY PATROL OFFICERS

45-7-1. Counties may employ men to enforce road laws.  The b oard  of supervisors may em ploy not

exceeding three men in counties of Classes 1 and 2, and not exceeding tw o m en  to be regu larly  em ployed a t any tim e in

counties of other classes, whose duty it shall  be to patrol the roads of the county and to enfo rce  the  road and  m oto r vehic le

laws. 1946, 277.

45-7-5.  Compensation--transportation.  Subject to the provisions of this section the boa rd of superv isors

may  compensate the county patrol officers an amount not to exceed $500.00 per month for any one county.  In no ease sh all

any one patrol officer receive compensation in excess of $200.00 per month.  In addition to such  com pen sation, the b oard

of supe rvisors may furnish the patrol officers means of transportation.  Special provisions are made for compensation of

patrol officers in the following cou nties (by d escription): Ya zoo , $1,00 0.00  per m onth , but limited to  $50 0.00  per o fficer;

W ilkinson, 400.00 per month per officer; W arren, $1,500.00 per month, b ut lim ited to $5 00.00 pe r month  per o fficer;

George,  $650 .00  per m on th per o fficer; Ke m per, $6 00.00 pe r month  per o fficer; Attala, $2,00 0.00  per m onth  per o fficer.

1976, 325; 2001, 441.

45-7-21.  Employment of patrol officers in certain Counties.   In addition to the power granted in Section

45-7-5, the board of supervisors in Hinds County (by description) may em ploy not exceeding nine persons, and in M adison

Cou nty  (by  descrip tion) m ay  em ploy not exceeding se ven perso ns , who  du ty it sha ll be  to pa trol the roads of  the  coun ty

and to enfo rce  the  road and  m oto r vehic le laws.  In Rankin County (by description) the board may  employ one patrol officer

for the supervisor 's district  wherein are located two incorporated municipalit ies. 1973, 492; 1980, 395.

45-7-23 through 45-7-25.  Radio equipment and uniforms.  Th e board o f supervisors  m ay  acq uire  rad io

transmitting and receiving equ ipm ent for u se b y cou nty  pa trol o ffice rs.  Also, under the provisions of Section 45-7-23, the

board may purchase uniforms for the county patrolmen.  1956, 196.

Cross references--

As to acquisition and operation of radio stations for law enforcement, see §19-5-5.

45-7-27.  Compensation of patrol officers--transportation--bond.  The board of supervisors may

com pensate  the county patrol officers in an amount not to exceed $2 ,000.00 p er mo nth for any o ne cou nty and  in no case

shall any one  pa trol o ffice r be  pa id in  excess o f $4 00 .00  per m on th.  In  addition, patrol  off icers may be  furn ishe d w ith

means of transportation or shall be reimbursed for their actual and pro ven transpo rtation exp enses .  All such compensation

shall  be paid out of the general county fund.

The boards of supervisors of Hinds, Madison, Copiah, and Jackson counties (by description) may com pensate each

such officer not to exceed $1,500.00 per month.

The board of supervisors of Rankin County (by description) may pay the patrol officer in the district wh erein are

located two municipalit ies not to exceed $450.00 per month.

Bond for each patrol officer shall be in the sum of $10,000 .00 , the  prem ium  to be paid  from  the  general cou nty

fund or from the special fund previously mentioned. 1979, 503; 1980, 557; 1985, 415; 1986, 400, 458; 1988, 500.

45-7-41.  Employment of patrol officers.   In addition to the counties provided  for in the foregoing sections,

this  section makes special provision for Harrison, Lauderdale and Adams counties (by description), the first two being

permitted to have as many as five road patrolmen and the latter not more than two of said officers. 1976, 338.

45-7-45.  Compensation; transportation; uniforms; equipment.  The b oard  of sup ervisors  of Harrison

and Lau derdale cou nties (by d escription) may p ay the  cou nty patrol officers an amoun t not to exceed $5,000.00 per m on th

for any one county; in no case shall  any one patrol officer receive in excess of $9 50.00  per m onth.  Said board m ay also

pay a re imbu rsem ent for exp enses  in an amount not to exceed $500.00 per month for any one county-, in no case shall any

one patrol officer receive in excess of $100.00 per m onth .  The b oard  of supervisors of Adams Co unty (by description) may

pay the county patrol officers in an amount not to exceed $1,000.00 per month; in no case shall any one patrol officer

receive in excess of $500.00 per month.  The board of supervisors of any of these counties may furnish said patrol officers

m eans of transpo rtation o r reimburse them  for their actua l travel expenses.  Boa rd m ay fu rnish uniform s and radios.  A ll

salaries to be paid from the general fund. 1980, 557.



CHAPTER 11.  UNIFORM MINIMUM TRAINING STANDARDS
FOR FIREFIGHTERS

45-11-203.  Employment of persons not completing training standards prohibited; training
standards.  

(1) After January 1, 1991, no person shall be employed as a fu ll-time fire  figh ter by any  local gov ernm ent,

fire fighting unit for a period exceeding one (1) yea r, nor for a cumulative time exceeding two thousand eight hundred

(2,800) compen sated hours; unless that person is certified as completing the mandatory training requirements in subsection

(2).  Any state agency or political subdivision that employs a person as a fire fighter who does no t meet the  requirem ents

of subsection (2) of this section is prohibited from paying the salary of such person, and any person violating this subsection

shall be personally liable for making such paym ent.  The M ississippi Fire Personnel M inimum  Standards and  Certification

Bo ard may grant an extension to individuals employed within  the guidelines as established by the board not to exceed an

additional year.  F ire fighte rs se rvin g as fu ll-time em ployees p rior to  Jan uary 1 , 1991 , in a local fire fighting unit  shall not

be req uired to m eet the m inimum  requ irements in subsec tion (2).

(2) The un iform  train ing  standards for all paid fire fighters shall consist of satisfactory completion of a training

program administered by the State Fire Academ y or local governments that have the proper facilities and have been

certified by the M ississippi Fire Personnel M inimum  Standards and Certification Bo ard w hich sh all utilize N ational F ire

Protection Association fire service professional qualification standards.  1994, 349.

TITLE 47.  PRISONS AND PRISONERS

CHAPTER 1.  COUNTY PRISONS AND PRISONERS

47-1-5.  County convict farm.  Boards of supervisors are granted authority to buy or lease a sufficient number

of acres of land within reasonable and convenient distance of the county jail to be used by the county as a county convict

farm .  The board may have such work perform ed as is necessary to improve such farm, shall employ a superintendent

thereo f, and may buy or rent necessary mules or ho rses , tracto rs, farm ing  too ls an d im plem ents necessary to operate such

farm. 1908, 168.

47-1-7.  Board of supervisors of contiguous counties may own farm jointly--working prisoners
in another county. 1960, 283.

47-1-9.  Convicts may be worked on public roads or other county public works.  1908, 109.

47-1-21.  Sheriff to keep a jail docket--what to contain.  The sheriff shall keep a well bound alphabetical

jail docket.  In it he shall enter the name, age, color,  and sex of each convict, the date of his or her comm itment, each day

worked on the county farm, time required to be served and amount of fin e an d costs an d the jail  fees charged against the

prisoner and the date o f discharge.  Said  docket is to  be  presen ted  to the board o f supervisors at eac h of the ir regular

meetings. 1908, 109.

47-1-37.  Board of supervisors may hire additional labor to work on county farm.  If it appears to

be necessary, in order that crops m ay be g athered, and fo r other good  reasons, the board of supervisors may, because of

the lack of convict labor, employ free labor at current prices to comp lete and gather the crop s started on  the county  farm ,

and pay for same out of the general fund. 1908, 109.

47-1-43.  Keeping of county offenders in municipal jails pending trials; costs.   The board of

supervisors  may enter into agreements with municipalities providing for the keeping of persons arrested for offenses

comm itted within the county in which the municipality is located in the jail facili ties of such municipality pending trial  of

such person.  The sum to be paid for each such person shall not exceed $5.00 for each day or part thereof 1968, 288.



47-1-49.  Control over jails owned jointly by municipalities and counties.  In the case of a jail owned

join tly by a county and municipality, under the provisions of Section 17-5-1, the governing authorities of the county and

m un icipality  are hereby vested with full and comp lete authority, jurisdiction and con trol over such  join tly owned ja il facility

and the governing au tho rity o f the  m un icipality m ay  appo int a  jailer w ho  sha ll be  resp on sible  for a ll m unicipal prisone rs

lodged in said jail in the same manner in which the sheriff is responsible for state prisoners, and such jailer shall have the

same right of access to the jail as the sheriff. 1966, 369.

47-1-57.  Furnishing of medical aid to prisoners; nurse screening for county prisoner for non-
emergency medical complaints.  
(1) W hen any person confined in jail shall  be in need of m edical o r surgical aid , the  she riff shall im m ediately

examine the condition of such prisoner and, if he is of th e opin ion  tha t the  prison er needs  suc h a id, he sh all ca ll in a nurse

or physician to attend him.  If the prisoner be unable to pay the cost, the account of the nurse or physician, when allowed

and ce rtified as required in respect to accou nts of sheriffs for keep ing prisoners, shall  be paid, in like manner, out of the

treasury  of the co un ty in which a  prisoner is charg ed w ith the crim e for w hich h e is imp risoned .  The b oard  of sup ervisors

m ay co ntract w ith a phy sician for the  jail by the ye ar.

(2) The board of supervisors of any county may authorize the sheriff to establish a program und er which

prisoners expre ssing the need fo r no n-em ergency  m edical a ttention  will hav e ac cess to  a registe red  nu rse w ho  will eva lua te

the ir condition and determine the necessity for treatment by a physician.  Charges for such a visit with a registered nurse

shall be paid by the prisoner by deductions made by the sheriff out of any funds of the prisoner held by the she riff or  in

any other manner satisfactory to the sheriff; how ever, such prisoner shall not be required to pay out of funds of the prisoner

he ld by the sheriff, more than ten dollars ($10.00) per visit.   If  the prisoner is unable to pay the cost, the  costs sh all be  pa id

out of the co unty  treasury  in the sam e m ann er as pro vided  for pa ym en t of oth er m edical cos ts in sub sec tion  (1) o f this

section.  1994, 642.

47-1-59.  Hospitalization of prisoners--expenses. 1971, 401.

CHAPTER 3.  REMOVAL OF PRISONERS

47-3-1.  Removal to jail of another county.  This section provides for the manner  of  transferring

a county prisoner to a jail in another county.  The county in which the offense is committed, or where the case stands for

trial,  shall pay all  the expenses of such removal and safekeeping and return of the accused for trial.  1973, 319.

CHAPTER 4.  PRIVATELY OPERATED CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES

47-4-1.  Privately operated correctional facilities authorized for federal and other states’ inmates.

1992, 537; 1994 ex sess ch. 26, §5; 1997, 486.

CHAPTER 5.  STATE OFFENDERS SERVING SENTENCES 
IN COUNTY JAILS

47-5-116.  Installation of “Biddle guard” on vehicle transporting prisoner.
(1) The term "Biddle guard" means a device or partition installed in a vehicle operated by a law enforcement

officer which sep arates the front and rear passen ger com partme nts.

(2) It is unlawful to transport a prisoner who is comm itted to the Department of Corrections in a vehicle which

is no t equ ipp ed  w ith a  secure  Bidd le guard. E ach p risoner shall be restrain ed  and a  state , coun ty, m un icipal or priv ate

correctional facility shall not release a prisoner into the custody of a law enforcement officer unless the prisoner is being

transported in a vehicle equipped in accordance with this section.

(3) The Com missioner of Corrections, sheriff or chief law enforcement officer who is resp onsible  for a vehic le

in which any transportation in violation of this section occurs shall be assessed a civil penalty of One Thousand Five

Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) which shall be collected by the Attorney General and paid into the State Treasury.

(4) The Com missioner of Corrections, sheriff or chief law enforcement officer who  is respo nsible  for a  vehic le

in w hich a  prison er is transpo rted  in violation of this section shall not be liable personally for any damages arising from

injuries to persons or property caused by a prisoner who has escaped while being transported in violation of this section.

(5) Th is section does not apply to any vehicle used by a correctional officer for transporting prisoners on the

grounds of a co rrectional fac ility un der the  jurisdiction of the  department, to any  veh icle used  by a  field office r of th e



Department of C orre ctions  when taking a  prison er in to the custody of the Department of Corrections or to any vehicle used

to transport prisoners in work release programs. 1989, 380; 1999; 525.

47-5-901.  Service of sentence in county jail, reimbursement of costs.  If state prisoners are housed

in coun ty ja ils due to a lack of capacity at state correctional institutions, the Department of Corrections shall determine the

cost for food and m edical a ttention  for such p risoners.  The  cost of  feeding and  housing  offe nd ers c on fined in  suc h cou nty

jails  shall be based on actual costs or contract price per prisoner not to exceed Twenty Dollars ($20.00) per day per

offender.  SB 2005 Ext. Session 1994; 1995, 566; 1997, 408; 1998, 419; 1999, 538; 2002, 426, 624, repealed effective Ju ly

1, 2003.

TITLE 49.  CONSERVATION AND ECOLOGY

CHAPTER 5. FISH AND GAME PROTECTION

49-5-3.  Board of supervisors authority in regard to bird and game preserve or sanctuary.

49-5-51.  Disposition of fines.   All moneys collected as fines or penalties for violations of the provisions of

this  chap ter, o r any law or regu lation  for th e p rotection o f w ild an imals, b irds  or fish, sh all be paid over by the court, justice

cou rt judge, or other office collecting or receiving the f ines  and penalties to the county having jurisdiction over the

violations as provided by law.  1994, 372.

CHAPTER 7. HUNTING AND FISHING

49-7-21.  License certificates; hunting, trapping or fishing without license prohibited; penalties.

49-7-23.  Sale of hunting and fishing licenses by constables designated as deputy conservation
officers.  The executive director may designate constables as deputy conservation officers, and constables so designated

may  be permitted to sell hunting and fishing licenses and may retain the fee provided in Section 49-7-17 for issuing each

such license. 1974, 569; 1978, 465; 1988, 435; 2000, 516.

49-7-25.  Hunting and fishing licenses; records and reports.   Each  officer authorized  to issue licenses

shall keep in a book to be supplied to him by  the com m ission, a correct and com plete list, in num erical order, of all licenses,

resident or nonresident, issued by him.  He shall enter at the close of each week the name and residence of each individual

to whom  a license was issued during that week, and shall  on or before the tenth day of each month, forward to the executive

director, on blanks furnished to him by the executive director, a complete list  of all  licenses so granted, with the name and

address  of each licensee , and sh all pay over to  the executive director all  sums collected by him for licenses during the

preceding month, and at the end  of the license year shall rend er a final repo rt and retu rn to the execu tive director all license

stubs and all unused or mutilated license blanks.  Thereupon the executive director shall cause the account of the officer

to be au dited and  a final sta tem ent furn ishe d su ch  officer on the co nd ition  of the ac coun t. 1932 , 123; 200 0, 516 . 

49-7-201.  Board of supervisors may participate in beaver control.

CHAPTER 17.  POLLUTION OF WATERS, AIR, ETC.

49-17-17.  Grants made to and repaid by political subdivisions. 1972 , 505; 197 7, 327 ;  1981 , 528;

1982, 411.

49-17-69.  Repayment of grant by political subdivisions for construction of waste disposal plant;
audit.  1972, 403; 1983, 383; 1988, SB 2087; 1994, 418.

49-17-85.  Water pollution control revolving fund established.  Establishes procedures for pollution

control grants to political subdivisions. 1997, 416; 2002, 490.



49-17-101 through 49-17-123.  County and municipal bonds for pollution control.  1973, 505; 1977,

420; 1985, SB 2113.

Cross references--

As to u nifo rm  sys tem  for issuance  of cou nty  bond s, see §§1 9-9 -1, et seq.

CHAPTER 19. FORESTS AND FOREST PROTECTION

49-19-13.  Part of severance tax may be donated by county for forestry work.   Boards of supe rvisors

may  pay to  the  state  fore stry  com m ission fro m  the  general fund  of the co un ty each year a sum of money not exceeding 25%

of the forest (timber) severance tax received by the county the preceding year, such money to be used by the said fores try

comm ission for forestry work and protection in said county. 1942, 220.

49-19-23.  Federal forest funds--part to be allocated to counties.  All national forestry reserve funds

pa id into the state treasury shall  be apportioned by the state treasurer to the counties in which such national forest lands

are located, in proportion to the area of such national forest lands in each county.  Of the funds received by eac h cou nty

50%  shall be expended for the benefit of the public schools, and the remaining 50% shall be expended for the benefit of

the public roads or of the public schools, in the discretion of the board  of sup erv isors.  Special provisions as to division of

such funds are made for three counties [see code].  1970, 320.

49-19-115.  Forest acreage tax--Supervisors may levy.

[Repealed effective June 30, 2003]

(1) The board of sup ervisors  of all counties are hereby d irected to levy a special tax to be kno wn  as "the forest

acreage tax ." Such tax sh all be  Tw o C en ts pe r acre on a ll timbered  and uncultivatab le lan ds  in the co un ty in  order to receive

the financ ial an d su pervisory  coop era tion  of the S tate F ore stry  Com m ission in  carrying out organized forest fire control

and other provisions of Sections 49-19-111 through 49-19-117.

(2) In addition to the tax levied under subsection (1) of this section, the board of supervisors of all counties

are hereby directed to levy an additional forest acreage tax on all  timbered and uncultivatable lands in the county beginning

Oc tober 1, 198 9, and co ntinuing for three (3) succeeding ye ars in the follow ing am oun ts:

Increase Total Acreage Tax

Fiscal year ending . . . . . . . . . . . $.03  per ac re . . . . . . . . . $.05  per ac re

September 30, 1990

Fiscal year ending . . . . . . . . . . . $.02  per ac re . . . . . . . . . $.07  per ac re

September 30, 1991

Fiscal year ending . . . . . . . . . . . $.02  per ac re . . . . . . . . . $.09  per ac re

September 30, 1992

Upon  completion of the third year, the total acreage tax shall  remain at the Nine Cents ($.09 ) per acre  per year,

provided that this subsection shall stand repealed from and after June 30, 2002.

(3) Uncultivatab le lands  sha ll not include bogs, unreclaimed strip mine areas, coastal beach sands, t idal and

freshwa ter marshes, bea ver pon ds and  flood or flowa ge easem ents.

(4) Tho se homeow ners described in Section 27-33-67(2),  who qualify for the exemptions allowed  in A rticle

1, Chapter 33, Title 27, M ississippi Code of 1972 , sha ll be  exem pt fro m  any fo rest a creage tax  lev ied  pu rsuan t to th is

section.

(5) The provisions of this section and the tax levy required herein shall not be applicable to any counties

which were not levying such forest acreage tax on January 1, 1989.

(6) Th is section shall  be repealed from and after June 30, 2003.  1980, 459; 1984, 453; 1989, 514; 1996, 490.

49-19-117.  Use of funds by state forestry commission . 



(1) All forest acreage taxes assessed and collected by such levy as p rov ided fo r in S ection  49 -19 -11 5 sh all

be remitted to the forest acreage account in the S tate Treasury and sh all be expen ded  by the  Forestry Com mission as the

comm ission may deem necessary in carrying out the purpose and intent of Sections 49-19-111 through 49-19-117.

(2) The State Forestry Com mission is hereby authorized to use state funds appropriated for the purpose of

Sections 49 -19 -11 1 th rou gh  49 -19 -11 7 in  addition to  any fu nd s m ade av ailab le from cou nty forest acreage taxes, federal

funds, and  other sources.

(3) The State Forestry Com mission is hereby authorized to expend the funds herein provided in such manner

as to m ost effectively  carry out the provisions of Sections 49-19-111 through 49-19-117.  The forest acreage tax levied at

the rate of Two Cents ($.02) per acre under Section 49-19-115(l) shall  be utilized on an econo m ical and  practica l basis in

order to foster, encourage, promote and bring about forestry education, t imber management and organized forest fire control

throughout the  Sta te of M ississ ipp i.  The ad ditiona l fore st ac reage  tax  lev ied  under Se ction 49-1 9-1 15 (2) sha ll be utilized

by the State Forestry Com mission to purchase fire support equipment, including transport trucks, tractors and other related

fire support equipment.  The additional forest acreage tax levied under Section 49-19-115(2) shall be appropriated under

the appropriation process.  1973, 369; 1982, 348; 1984, 495; 1986, 438; 1987, 483; 1992, 491.

49-19-351.  Restrictions on outdoor burning during drought or wildfire conditions; penalties.

(1) In this section, “drought or wildfire conditions” means the existence of a deficit of moisture creating sev ere

conditions with increased w ildfire occurrences as determined by the State Forestry Com mission through use of drought

indices or m odels or the existence o f extreme  wildfire conditions.

(2) If the State F orestry C om m ission de termines that d rough t or w ildfire conditions exist in a county, the

comm ission shall notify the board of supervisors of that county.  The comm ission may recommend that a temporary outdoor

burning  ban o r other restrictions be ado pted by  the board o f supervisors.

(3) The boa rd of superv isors m ay, by  orde r, prohib it or restrict outdoor b urn ing  in a ll or part of the

unincorporated parts of the county if drough t or wildfire conditions  hav e bee n de termined to  exist by  the State F orestry

Com mission.  An order must specify the period during which bu rnin g is re stricted.  T he  Sta te Fore stry  Com m ission sh all

notify the board of supervisors when the drought or wildfire conditions no longer exist.   Any order issued under this section

shall ex pire  upon  the  de term ina tion  tha t the  dro ug ht o r w ildfire  cond itions no  longer ex ist.

(4) Any  person who  knowingly and willfully violates an order under this section is guilty of a misdemeanor

and  m ay b e fined  not less than O ne H und red D ollars ($10 0.00 ) nor m ore than F ive H und red D ollars ($50 0.00 ).

(5) The sheriff of the county shall  enforce the order and may cite persons for v iola tions of  an  ord er und er th is

section.  2000, 420.

TITLE 51.  WATER AND WATER RESOURCES

CHAPTER 7. WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICTS

51-7-27. Authority to borrow money and issue bonds.   1976,352;  1983,494;  1985,  SB  2113.

51-7-29. Tax assessment and levies for water management districts.  This section  provides

the manner in wh ich the b oard  of sup ervisors sh all levy a tax  for the suppo rt and m aintena nce  of w ater managem ent

districts.  1977, 332; 1995, 392.

51-7-30. Assessment of benefited lands outside of district.  If the  com m issioners at any  time eith er

befo re or after the organization of the district find tha t other land  no t em braced w ithin  the  boun daries o f the  distric t will

be benefited by the pro po sed  impro vem ent or im pro vem ents already made, they shall assess the estimated benefit to such

lands and shall  specially report to the chancery court,  or chancellor in vacation, the assessments which they have made on

land beyond the boundaries of the district,  as already established.  It shall  thereupon be the duty of the clerk of the chancery

cou rt to g ive  no tice b y tw o w eekly  inse rtions in a  newspaper pub lished in  the county  wh ere such lands lie, describing the

additional lands which have been assessed.  The owners of real property so assessed shall  be allowed not less than ten days

after the last required publication of such notice in wh ich to file w ith the clerk of the chancery c ourt in writing their protest

against be ing  so a ssessed, o r inc luded  within  the  distric t.  The ch ancery cou rt, or chancellor in vacation, sh all w ithin  ninety

days,  investigate the question whether the lands beyond the boundaries of the district so assessed by  the com m issioners

will in fact be benefited by the making of the improvement,  and from its finding in that regard, either the property owner

or the comm issioners may, within twenty days, appeal to the suprem e court.  If the finding is in favor of the com m issioners,

the limits of the district  shall  be extended so as to embrace any lands that may be benefited by the making of the

improvement.   1972, 529.



CHAPTER 8.  JOINT WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICTS

51-8-1.  Board of supervisors may create a joint water management district.

CHAPTER 9. PEARL RIVER REGION AND WATER SUPPLY

51-9-11.  Donations by certain counties to Pearl River Industrial Commission.   Boards of

supervisors  of counties borde ring on  the Pe arl River,  or through which said river flows, may appropriate and donate such

a sum of money as may by said boards be deemed reasonable and advisable to the Pearl River Industrial Com mission and

same shall  be paid out of the general fund. 1963, lst Ex Sess, 12.

51-9-101 through 51-9-163.  Pearl River Water Supply District.   All statutes,  including those having

to do with bonds and their repaymen t and tax levies to be levied by boards of supervisors for the Pearl River W ater  Su pp ly

District, are included in these sections.  Counties affected are Hinds, M adison, Rankin, Leake and Scott . 1958, 197; 1993,

615.

CHAPTER 11.  PEARL RIVER BASIN DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

51-11-1 through 51-11-51.  Pearl River Basin Development District.  Pa rticu lar a ttention  is directed

to Section 51-1 1-3 1, w hich p rov ides tha t eac h cou nty  in the  distric t sha ll pay ann ua lly into the deve lopm ent district treasury

a sum  equa l to one-ha lf m ill of the to tal assessed  va lua tion of the county, same to be applied against any bonded

indebtedn ess of said district;  Section 51-11-35, which details the appropriation of the tax by the boards of supervisors of

the coun ties concerned.  A s listed  in S ection  51 -11 -7 th e co un ties e ligib le to be memb ers of the district are: Attala,  Copiah,

Hancock, Hinds, Jefferson Davis,  Lawrence, Leake, Lincoln, M arion, Neshoba, Pearl River,  Pike, Rankin, Scott,  Simpson,

W althall and Winston. 1964, 255; 1984, 426; 1986, 400; 1993, 615; 1997, 343; 2000, 516.

CHAPTER 13.  TOMBIGBEE VALLEY WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

51-13-101 through 51-13-155. Tombigbee River Valley Water Management District. 1962, 224;

1962; 1964, 251; 198 6, 400 ; 1993 , 615; 199 5, 616 ; 2002 , 515, 625 . [Sp ecifically,  Sec tion 51 -13-1 29 fo r paym ents by  boa rd

of sup erv isors of  m em ber coun ties; S ection  51 -13 -13 1 fo r fun d app rop riation by cou nty .]

CHAPTER 15.  PAT HARRISON WATERWAY

51-15-1 through 51-15-161.  Pat Harrison Waterway District.  [Generally, the provisions conta ined in

these sections pertain ing  to the Pat H arrison  W aterway  District a re sim ilar to  those app licab le to  other w aterway  distric ts.]

19 62 , 222; 199 3, 615 ; 1995 , 559; 199 6, 465 . [Note  Sections 51 -15 -12 9 and  51 -15 -13 7.]

CHAPTER 29.  DRAINAGE DISTRICTS

51-29-1 through 51-29-165.  Drainage districts with local commissioners.  [This chapter is devoted

to statutes pertaining to drainage districts of Mississippi. Particular attention is directed to the following: Section 51-29-29

(preparation of assessment roll);  Section 51-29-47 (board of supervisors to make a tax levy); Section 51-29-51 (collection

of assessm ents); Sec tion 51 -29-8 1 (taxes collected ; delinqu ent land s; settlemen ts); Section 51-29-97 (financial statement

and audit).] 1977, 332; 1985, 477; 1991, 573; 1995, 392; 1999, 510.

CHAPTER 31.  DRAINAGE DISTRICTS WITH COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

51-31-1 through 51-31-143.  Drainage districts with county commissioners.  [ Note  particu larly

Section 51-31-9 (selection of county drainage commissioners); Section 51-31-45 (assessment roll);  Section 51-31-53

(payment of assessments);  Section 51-31-61 (levy to provide estimated funds); Section 51-31-63 (tax levied to meet



assessm ent); Section 51-31-65 (levy each year to meet bond obligations); Section 51-31-139 (district placed under

supervisors)].  1991, 573; 1995, 392.

CHAPTER 33.  DRAINAGE DISTRICTS AND SWAMP LAND DISTRICTS

51-33-1  through  51-33-123.  Provisions common to drainage districts and swamp land districts.

1974, 361; 1991, 573; 1993, 615.

TITLE 55.  PARKS AND RECREATION

CHAPTER 3. STATE PARKS AND FORESTS

55-3-13.  Counties may purchase or condemn lands to be given to state for parks; tax.  The b oard

of sup erv isors of  any cou nty  in the sta te is hereby authorized and empowered to purchase or acq uire  by  em inent dom ain

land to be co nv eyed  to the sta te fo r state  parks , forests and o ther pu rpo ses , as here in p rov ided, and , for th at purp ose, is

authorized and empow ered to set aside, appropriate and expend moneys from the general fund.  Said board shall have the

au tho rity to borrow m on ey  to make any such purchases of lands, in anticipation of the collection of taxes for the payment

thereo f.  How ever, no lands occupied as a bona fide homestead shall  be sub jecte d to  such power of eminent domain.  1935,

54; 1986, 400.

55-3-15.  Disposition of revenues from forests and parks.  Seve nty-Five pe rcent (75% ) of the gross

revenue derived from state forests shall be paid into the State Treasury to the credit of the general fund.  Twenty-five (25%)

derived from state forests shall be paid into the school fund of the county from w hich the revenue is derived, payment being

made to the coun ty as com pensa tion for possible loss of revenue.  Seventy-five (75%) of the gross revenue derived from

fish and games refuges and\or preserves  created and estab lished by the D epartm ent of W ildlife , Fishe ries and  Pa rks  in

conjunction with the comm ission created in Section 55-3-5 shall  be paid to the fisheries an d w ildlife  fun d o f the  state  to

be expended as other funds of the Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks are expended, and twenty-five (25%) of such

gross revenue shall  be paid into the school fund of the county from w hich the revenue is derived. 1995, 438.  

55-3-61.  Appropriations and donations may be made by county boards of supervisors to park
commission: tax levy.   The board of supervisors of any county wherein a state park is located may pay out of the

general county fund annually an amount  not to exceed $5,000.00 to the state park comm ission for the maintenance and

support of the sta te park  within  suc h cou nty . [Se e sp ecial prov ision s for Bolivar C ou nty  (by d escription)]. 1964, 240; 1974,

331; 1986, 400; 1989, 544; 1998, 435.

CHAPTER 5.  FEDERAL PARKS AND NATIONAL PARKWAYS

55-5-5.  Board of supervisors may convey land interests to federal government.

CHAPTER 7.  BRIDGE AND PARK COMMISSIONS

55-7-35.  Imposition of tax levy by board of supervisors for payment of bonds of bridge and park
commissions.  1962, 216.

CHAPTER 9.  RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

55-9-1 through 55-9-57.  County and municipal recreational facilities. [No te especially Sec tion 55 -9-1

(issuance of bo nds ); Section  55-9 -37 (ap prop riation for sup port and maintenance of recreational district); Section 55-9-53



(county recreational comm ission); Section 55-9-57 (all  expenditures to be made from general county fund).] 1962, 209;

1986, 400; 2000, 516.

55-9-81 through 55-9-93.  County park systems.  [These sections deal with the creation, operation and

m aintenance  of coun ty park system s; how  their operating funds are received and  hand led; fees and bu siness operations;

joint operations w ith other authorities; purchases and con tracts; and in S ection 5 5-9-9 3 is set forth the fact that the bo ard

of supervisors wherein is located a county park may appropriate from the general fund annually for the purpose of

constructing, supporting and maintaining parks.] 1974, 494; 1985, HB 983; 1986, 400; 1987, 483.

CHAPTER 11.  HARRISON COUNTY PARKWAY

55-11-1 through 55-11-21.  Harrison County Parkway.  1938, 287; 1975,337; 1986,400.

CHAPTER 13.  NATCHEZ TRACE PARKWAY

55-13-1 through 55-13-31.  Natchez Trace Parkway.   [Note Section 55-13-9 (counties shall  pay half of

cost of  acq uiring land s).]

CHAPTER 19.  BIENVILLE RECREATIONAL DISTRICT

55-19-1 through 55-19-47.  Bienville Recreational District.   Section 55-19-7 (creation; board of

directors; tax levies); Section 55-19-9 (effect of failure to levy tax); Section 55-19-13 (required tax levy); Section 55-19-14

(reduction of tax levy ); Se ctions  55 -19 -17 , et seq. (borrowing of money and issuance of bonds); Section 55-19-31 (gifts

and funds; collection of taxes; annual budget); Section 55-19-45 (advancement of funds by counties). 1972, 329; amended

1973, 500; 1983, 494; 1984, 488.

55-19-49.  Distribution of funds to member counties.  After the paym ent of any costs or expenses

incurred under Sections 55-19-1, et seq., all charges, tolls,  rates, gifts,  grants,  bequests, moneys, tax proceeds and all other

funds from  any so urce w ha tsoe ver, w ith accrued in terest, if there be any, which came into  the  possession o f the  Bienville

Recreational District by v irtue  of the p rov ision s of  Sections  55-19 -1, et seq. shall  be distributed to the mem ber counties on

the sam e basis  tha t said  funds were received from the mem ber counties.  Real, personal or mixed property shall be sold at

a fair market value and the proceeds therefrom shall  be distributed to mem ber counties on a pro rata basis.  All funds

distributed to the mem ber counties shall be deposited into the general fund of the county. 1979, 431; 1981, 489.

TITLE 57.  PLANNING, RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

CHAPTER 1. DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT; INDUSTRIAL ENTERPRISES

57-1-1 through 57-1-51.  Agricultural industrial board.   Section 57-1-23 (counties may acquire lands

and buildings); Section 57-1-29 (issuance of bonds); Section 57-1-31 (compensation of attorneys employed in bond

issuance , etc.)

57-1-301 through 57-1-335.  Local governments capital improvements revolving loan program.
Establishes a local governments capital improvem ents revolving loan program for the purpose of assisting counties and

mun icipalities in making capital improvements.  1994, 570; 1995, 415; 1996; 517; 1997, 534; 1999, 577; 2000, 584; 2002,

548.

CHAPTER 3. AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY PROGRAM

57-3-5.  Definitions.  Defin ition  of "m un icipality"  means  any cou nty , sup erv isors dis trict, incorporated city,

town or village in the state.  1976, 419; 1986, 390; 1990, 71.



57-3-9.  Additional powers conferred on municipalities.   Permits,  acquisition, whether by construction,

purchase, gift o r lease, o ne  or m ore  pro jects  located  within  or without the municipality, etc.  1976, 419; 1980, 411; 1996,

403.

57-3-19.  Bonds issued to finance projects.  All bonds issued under authority of this chapter shall be limited

obligations ... the p rinc ipa l of and  interest o n w hich sh all be payab le so lely  out of the revenue derived from the leasing of

the project to finance which bonds are issued.  Funds received from the sale of bonds may be invested in: bonds or other

obligations of the United States; bonds or other obligations, the principal of which is unconditionally guaranteed by the

United States; direct obligations issued by the United States or o bligations  guaranteed  in fa ll by  the U nited  States ; C .O .D .'s

issued by qualified depositories of the state of M ississippi; prime com mercial paper; or bankers acceptances. 1984, 506;

1993, 397.

57-3-21.  Security of bonds.  Prin cipal and interest secured by a pledge of the revenues received from the

lease or sale of the project; may  be  secured by a  m ortg age co vering  all or  any part o f the  pro ject o r any add itional prop erty

gra nted as security for the bonds; may be secured by a pledge of the lease of such project and may b e secured by such

additional secu rity as the go vern ing body  m ay req uire. ... Further and m ore de tailed  pro visio ns  are  set fo rth in  this section.

1976, 419.

CHAPTER 4. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT FUND

57-4-1.  Industrial development fund established.   1977, 492; 1984, 324.

57-4-3.  State contributions made as loans and credit obligations of political subdivisions.  Any

state  contribution made as a  loan on behalf o f a politica l sub div ision  under the  pro visio ns  of th is ch ap ter is m ade a fall faith

and credit obligation of such subdivision to the state.  1977, 492.

57-4-5 through 57-4-21.  Other matters concerning state contributions, loans, etc., and their
repayment.  1977, 492; 1984, 324.

57-4-23.  Purposes for which funds may be used.  1977, 492.

CHAPTER 5. INDUSTRIAL PARKS AND DISTRICTS

57-5-1 through 57-5-23. Industrial Park Law of 1960.   1960, 386; 1969 ex sess 48, 49.

CHAPTER 7. SALE OR DEVELOPMENT OF AIRPORT LANDS,
OR OTHER LANDS, FOR INDUSTRIAL PURPOSES

57-7-3.  Provision for revenue bonds.  1976, 425; 1981, 462; 1982, 434; 1983, 541.

CHAPTER 31.  COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITIES

57-31-1 through 57-31-33.  County industrial authorities.  [This entire chapter affects o nly   Lown des

County (by description).] 1974, 504; 1976, 429; 1985, SB 2113; 1991, 409; 2002, 554.

CHAPTER 32.  SOUTHEAST MISSISSIPPI INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL

57-32-1 through 57-32-19.  Southeast Mississippi Industrial Council. [Th is en tire  ch ap ter affec ts

Jones County and the counties contiguous thereto (Sm ith, Jasper, W ayne , Perry, Forrest and Covington).] 1976, 432; 1985,

HB 983; 1986, 400, 438; 1987, 483; 1992, 491.

CHAPTER 36.  CHICKASAW TRAIL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMPACT

CHAPTER 41.  FINANCING INDUSTRIAL ENTERPRISE PROJECTS



57-41-1 through 57-41-17. Issuance of notes, security of notes.  1981, 463; 1982, 453; 1983, 541; 1984,

506.

CHAPTER 75.  MISSISSIPPI MAJOR ECONOMIC IMPACT ACT

57-75-17.  Powers and duties of public agencies; contracts or agreements; failure of public
agency to pay indebtedness.  1989, 534.

TITLE 59.  PORTS, HARBORS, LANDINGS AND WATERCRAFT

CHAPTERS 1 THROUGH 19.  PORTS, HARBORS AND WATERCRAFT

59-1-1 through 59-1-45.  Harbor or port commissions; powers of political subdivisions. [Note

particu larly  Section 59-1-31 (boards of supervisors authorized to aid port comm issions); Section 59-1-33 (counties may

join  rive rs an d harbors  assoc iation ).]

59-5-1 through 59-5-69.  State ports and harbors. [N ote p articularly Sec tion 5 9-5-57  (pay m en t of cou nty's

share  of s tate ad valorem  taxes fo r ha rbo r pu rpo ses  to sta te port authority ).]

59-7-1 through 59-7-519.  County and municipal harbors.  [Note S ection 5 9-7-1  (port fun d; use o f state

tax); Section 59-7 -10 5 (b oard o f supervisors  to issue bond s); Section 59-7-10 9 (bon ds; ma turities; interest);  Section 59-7-

111 (levy of special tax; creation of port bond interest and sinking fund); Section 59-7-121 (proceeds of bond issues to be

placed in special fund); Section 59-7-123 (balance to be transferred to port bonds interest and sinking fund); Section 59-7-

303 (certain counties authorized to levy tax , or w ithhold  state  tax  under certain  conditions for port fund); Section 59-7-501

(certain  counties may issue revenu e bo nds  for po rt or harbor improvement).]  1971, 445; 1973, 340; 1976, 443; 1976, 448;

1978, 460; 1986, 323; 1984, 444; 1988, 452; 1998, 365, 371.

59-9-1 through 59-9-85.  County port authority or development commission.

59-9-13.  Compensation; traveling expenses.   Each mem ber of any county port authority  or cou nty

development comm ission . ..  shall receive as per diem com pensation $40.00 for each day engaged in attendance of meetings

of the county port authority or county development comm ission or engaged in other duties of the port authority or the

comm ission, no t to exceed  120  in any on e year, and sh all receive their actual traveling ex penses, to be audited and allowed

by the county port authority or county development comm ission. 1974, 456; 1984, 445.

59-9-23.  Establishment and development of industrial parks.   Boards of  supervisors  m ay establish

industrial parks under the provisions of this section. 1976, 416; 1988, SB 2906.

59-9-41.  Revenue bonds.   Boards of supervisors may issue revenue bonds for the  pu rpo ses  set out in  this

chapter. 1976, 416; 1985, SB 2113.

59-9-43.  Sale and proceeds of bonds.   The handling of the proceeds of bonds issued under the provisions

of this chapter are presented in this section. 1976, 416; 1990, 570.

59-11-1 through 59-11-7.  County port and harbor commission.

59-13-1 through 59-13-15.  Harbor improvements by coast counties.

59-19-1 through 59-19-15.  Landings on navigable rivers, bayous, bays or inlets.

TITLE 61.  AVIATION



CHAPTERS 3 AND 5. AIRPORT AUTHORITIES

61-3-1 through 61-3-83, Airport authorities.

61-5-1 through 61-5-91.  Acquisition, disposition and support of airport facilities.

CHAPTER 15. REGISTRATION OF AIRCRAFT

61-15-11.  Fees and taxes; reregistration.
(1)  R eg istration fees sha ll be  pa id to  and collected  by  the  tax  co llecto r of th e co un ty in  which the aircra ft is ba sed .  

The  registration and  reregistration of aircraft shall be sub ject to the following  schedu le and rates:

(a) Aircraft other than those described in paragraph (b) of this subsection shall be taxed according to the

following schedule:

MA XIMUM  CERTIFICATED

GROSS WEIGHT OF

AIRCRAFT IN POUNDS FEE

Less than 3,600 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00

3,601 through 10,000 . . . . . . . . 250.00

10,001 a nd o ver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,500.00

1994, 434.

TITLE 63.  MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC REGULATIONS

CHAPTER 2.  MANDATORY USE OF SAFETY SEAT BELTS

63-2-7.  Safety Seat Belt.  Violation of mandatory safety seat belt  law shall  be a misdemeanor punishable by

a fine  of $ 25 .  Viola tion  sha ll not be entered on driving record, nor shall any state assessment be imposed or collected.

1994, 567; 1998, 501.

CHAPTER 3. TRAFFIC REGULATIONS AND RULES OF THE ROAD

63-3-212.  Localities prohibited from enacting ordinances restricting cell phone use in motor
vehicles.  No county, mun icipality or other political subdivision shall enact any ordinance restricting the use of cellular

phones in any motor vehicle until such time as the state may authorize a county, mun icipality or other political subdivision

to enact such an ordinance. 2002, 491.

63-3-519.  Radar speed detection equipment--restrictions on purchase and use.  I t  shall  be unlawful

for any person or peace officer or law enforcement agency, except the M ississippi Highway Safety Patrol, to purchase or

use or allow to be used any type of radar speed detection equipment upon any public street, road or highway o f this state.

Exceptions are made in certain cases for municipal law enforcement officers or college or university campus police, but

none appear for counties.  1968, 542.

CHAPTER 11.  IMPLIED CONSENT LAW

63-11-31.  Impoundment or immobilization of vehicles.

(1) In addition to the penalties authorized for any second or subsequent convictions of Section 63-11-30, the court

shall order either the impoundm ent or imm obilization of all vehicles registered to the person convicted for th e en tire len gth

of license suspension to comm ence upon conviction and persist during the entire driver 's license suspension period.

How ever, a county, municipality ,  sheriff's department or the Department of Public Safety shall  not be required to keep,

store, maintain, serve as a bailee or otherwise exercise custody over a motor

 vehicle impounded under the provisions of this section.  2001, 477.

TITLE 65.  HIGHWAYS, BRIDGES AND FERRIES



CHAPTER 7. PUBLIC ROADS, STREETS, ETC.

65-7-1.  Jurisdiction over county roads; width of roads; drainage; inclusion of new roads in
official records.

(1) The bo ard o f supe rvisors of each county shall  have full  jurisdiction over all matters relating to the public roads

of the county, including the establish m ent, laying out,  opening, abandonment, altering, changing, working and maintaining

of such roads, except as otherwise provided by Section 170 of the M ississippi Constitution of 1890.

(2) All roads now laid out and opened or hereafter laid out and opened according to law  sha ll be  deem ed  public

roads and highways and shall be opened and wo rked at least sixteen (16) feet wide, wh erever practicable, and in an y case

not less than twelve (12) feet,  and any greater width that may be necessary. Ditches and borrow pits shall be kept open or

connected so as to drain off the water from the road bed, as far as practicable.

(3) From and after July 1, 2000, no road sha ll be included as a part of the county road system until  and unless the

boa rd of supervisors, by ap propriate action spread o n its minutes, has established or accepted such road and caused the road

to be included in the official record of the county road system as provided in Section 65-7-4.  1998, 539.

65-7-4.  County road systems; official maps; register; hearings; additions, deletions, and
changes.

(1) On or before July 1, 2000, the board of supervisors of  eac h c ou nty  shall prepare and adopt an official map

designating and delineating a ll pu blic roads on the county road system.  Changes to the county road system shall be

recorded on  this m ap  as soo n as is reaso nably  possib le.  The  m ap , as it is periodically revised, shall  be kept on file in the

office of the clerk of the board of supervisors where it  shall be available for public inspection.

(2) On or before July 1, 2000, the board of sup erv isors of  eac h cou nty  sha ll prepare and  adop t a co un ty road system

register in which shall be entered:

(a) The num ber and name of each public road on the county road system.

(b) A general reference to the terminal points and course of each such road.

(c) A m emorandum of every proceeding in reference to each such road, with the date of such proceeding,

and the page and vo lum e of the  m inu te boo k of the  boa rd of su perv isors w here it is record ed;  ho wever,

reference to proceedings before July 1, 2000, shall  not be required.

(3) Before the initial adoption of the official map  and the co un ty ro ad  sys tem  reg ister, the board o f supervisors  sha ll

ho ld a public hearing on the content of the official map and the county road system registry and shall publish notice of the

hearing at least one (1) t ime, not less than two (2) weeks before the date of the hearing, in a newspaper having  gen eral

circulation in the county.

(4) All subsequent proceedings and changes to the county road system sha ll be  record ed  in the co un ty road system

register as soon as is reasonably possible.  The county road system register, as it  is periodically revised, shall  be kept on

file in the office of the clerk of the board of supervisors where it  shall be available for public inspection.

(5) From and after July 1, 2000, the official record of the county road system shall consist of an official map, as provided

for in su bsection  (1) o f this sec tion , and the co un ty road system register, as provided for in subsection (2) of this section.

The county road system register shall  have priority in case of conflict  between the register and the official map.  The

minutes of the board of supervisors containing pro ceed ings w ith respect to co un ty ro ads an d the co un ty ro ad  sys tem  sha ll

serve as the official record until  such proceedings are recorded on the official m ap an d in the c oun ty road  system  register.

The offic ial rec ord  of the co un ty ro ad  sys tem , at a m inim um , sha ll be revised and updated on or be fore Ju ly 1 of each  year.

(6) It is the  intention o f the  Le gis lature that the initial  official record of the county road system prepared and

adopted in accord ance  with th is sec tion  sha ll inclu de  all pu blic  roads that the board of supervisors determines, consistent

with fact, as of July 1, 2000, or such date the initial official record is adopted, are laid out and open according to law.  From

and after July 1, 2000, no road shall be added or deleted from the county road system or otherwise changed except by order

or other appropriate action of the bo ard of sup erv isors an d su ch  actio n sh all be recorded in  the  m inu tes o f the  board .  All

additions, deletions or changes to the county road system shall  be recorded in the official record of the county road system

as provided for in this section. 1998, 539.

65-7-5.  Order of board of supervisors necessary to change road. It shall  not be lawful for any person

to turn, alter, or change any public road unless by order of supervisors,  under penalty of $50.00 for each offense; and an

old road shall  not be obstructed until the new road is in all  respects fit for travel.   1942, 8288.

65-7-9.  Board of supervisors may condemn and remove timber dangerous on public roads.

65-7-15. Board of supervisors to erect signs.  Board of supervisors may erect or cau se to  be  erected  at all

forks, crossroads or road intersections on all of the state highways and all other principal roads  within  the ir county, sign



or guide bo ards in com pliance  with sp ecifications the retofore  furnished by the state highway d epartment or state highway

engineer. 1926, 224.

65-7-45.  Maximum loads of vehicles.  The board of supervisors of any county in this state may, at the

discretion of such board, regulate the maximum  load of any vehicle using the public roads and bridges of such county, or

any section or length of any public road, or any particular bridge in such county by order spread on its minutes, which order

shall, before being in fall force and effect, be first published in a newspaper published in the county for three (3)

consecutive weeks, whereupon such resolution shall be in force and effect.  1983, 332.

65-7-57.  Board of supervisors shall hear petition to have roads laid out or changed.

65-7-63.  Water to be drained from roads.  The board of supervisors shall  have power, whenever necessary,

to drain water off the public roads through and over the adjacent lands, an d da m ages m ay b e allow ed an d pa id to the owners

of said adjacent lands in the same manner as is provided in regard to locating public roads.  1942, 8317.

65-7-74.  Roads, driveways and parking areas on public school property.   The board of supe rvisors

... m ay  ... con struct, m ain tain  and/o r rep air roads , drivew ays an d park ing  areas in to and  on  all prop erty  ow ned by any  public

school district within such co unty , and the  exp end iture of funds for the sam e is hereby au thorized from  any av ailable funds.

1974, 342.

65-7-75.  Board of supervisors may work line roads between two adjoining counties. 

65-7-77.  Board of supervisors may work road in adjoining counties.

65-7-81.  Board of supervisors may maintain state highways lying within the county.

65-7-85.  Construction and maintenance by county of streets within municipalities.  The several

counties of the state,  acting by and through the boards of supervisors thereof, are hereby invested, within their discretion,

with full  authority to expend moneys and to do, within any municipalit ies of the county all  acts regarding construction and

maintenance of roads and streets that they may do w ithin the coun ty outsid e the lim its of said  m un icipalities .  Th is au tho rity

shall be construed as additional and cumulative to all existing authority for the expenditure  of  county fu nd s w ithin

municipalit ies. 1971, 324.

65-7-91.  Supervisors may establish stations for work.  1988 Ex Sess, 14.

65-7-93.  Board of supervisors may employ available road funds to match federal funds.

65-7-95.  Methods of construction and maintenance.  Th is section provides for methods of constructing,

reconstructing and maintaining public roads and bridges in the state other than those under the charge of the state highway

departm ent.  Th e board o f supervisors  m ay  do  any and  all things necessary to be done to work, construct,  reconstruct and

m ain tain  public roads and bridges.  The boa rd, in its discretion, m ay h ire a com peten t engineer to do  this wo rk.  The bo ard

may  award contracts, but no contract shall  extend beyond thirty days from the termination and end of the board  m em bers'

terms.

          Before the board may rent,  lease, or hire any heavy equipment, they shall  enter an order adjudicating the necessity

for renting su ch, the p urpo ses for w hich it  is  to be used, the type of machinery or equipment, and the reasons why the

leasing or renting thereof will  promote the public interest of the county.  Contracts for leasing or renting of equipm ent sha ll

be let  to the lowest and best bidder.  All invoices submitted for the leasing or renting of such machinery or equipment sha ll

identify the equipment by number and name and shall include the number of hours of labor performed and the dates thereof

1980, 90; 1988, 14.

65-7-97.  Installment buying prohibited.  The boards of supervisors are hereby prohibited from purchasing

any machinery or equipment under a contract requiring installment or deferred payments.  1932, 205.

Cross references--

As to purchase of road equipment by the board of supervisors,  see §19-13-17.



65-7-99.  Acquisition  of  gravel  beds  and  sale of excess supply.
 [With regard to any county which is exempt from the provisions of Section 19-2-3. this section shall
read as follows:] 

Any  county, or road district  organized and operating under any road law of the state, is authorized and empo wered

to purchase and hold, or to lease, any land containing gravel, sand, clay, chert, or other road building m aterial to be used

in the construction and  m aintenance  of roads, and to sell off any of such road bu ilding material in excess of it own  needs.

Su ch  land o r lease is  to be held  in the name of the county when purchased or leased by the county, and to be held in the

n am e of the co un ty fo r the  use  of the road  distric t when the purchase o r lease is  m ade fo r the  distric t, bu t no  pu rchase  sha ll

be m ade by a  distric t except w ith the co nsen t of the board o f supervisors .  Su ch  land o r lease is  to be  pa id for out of the

proper county fund when  purchased or leased by the county, and to be paid for out of any district , and any funds arising

from  the sale  of m ater ial is to  be turned back into the fund from  wh ich the p urchase p rice was m ade .  And the n ecessary

roads ....may  be  construc ted  and m ain tained  by  the  coun ty o r roa d d istrict.

[With regard to any county which is required to operate a countywide system of road administration
as described in Section 19-2-3, this section shall read as follows:]  

Any  county is authorized and empowered to purchase and ho ld, o r to lease, any land containing gravel, said, clay,

chert or other road building m aterial to be used in the construction and maintenance of roads, and to sell off any of such

road build ing  mater ial in excess  of its o wn needs .  Su ch  land o r lease is  to be held in the name of the county.  Such land

or lease is to be paid for out of the proper county fund, and any funds arising from the sale of material are to be turned back

into  the fund from  wh ich the purch ase price w as m ade.  The necessa ry roads or o ther me ans to reach and u se the  pro perty

aforesaid may be constructed and maintained by the county. 1988 Ex Sess, ch. 14.

65-7-101.  Timber and gravel for bridges and causeways. 
[With regard to any county which is exempt from the provisions of Section 19-2-3, this section shall
read as follows:] 

The overseer, road comm issioner, or contractor of the road on which any bridge or roadway is to be erected or

repaired shall have au thority to take from  the land, stream, bay ous, or banks lying within a reasonable distance of the bridge

or causeway or roadway the timber, gravel dirt , and other road material necessary for such bridge, causeway, or roadway

after the board  of sup erv isors ha s assessed  the  va lue  thereo f and paid  or tend ered to  the  ow ner of th e tim ber, grave l dirt,

or other road m aterial the value thereo f, by  a w arrant on the co un ty treasu rer.  If the proprietor be dissatisfied with such

valuation, he may appeal to the circuit  court;  but the valuation of the boa rd shall  be prima facie evidence of the value of

the timber, gravel or dirt.  But no shad e trees or ornam ental trees shall be taken  to be used  on road s.

[With regard to any county which is required to operate on a countywide system of road  administration
as described in Section 19-2-3. this section shall read as follows:] 

W henever any bridge or roadway is to be erected or repaired, the county road manager  shall  have authority to take

from  the land, stream, bayous or banks lying within a reasonable distance of the bridge or causeway or roadway the timb er,

grave l, dirt, and  other ro ad  m aterial  necessary for such bridge, causeway or roadway after the board of supervisors has

assessed the value thereof and paid or tendered to the owner of the timber, gravel dirt or other road material the value there-

of, by a  wa rrant on  the county  treasurer.  If the  pro prie tor b e d issa tisfied  with su ch  va lua tion , he  m ay  appeal to  the  circuit

court;  but the valuation of the board shall  be prima facie evidence of the  va lue  of the tim ber, grave l or d irt.  But no shade

trees or ornamental trees shall be taken to be used on roads. 1916, 178; 1988 Ex Sess, ch. 14.

65-7-107.  Contracts in vacation.  W here a  con tract is mad e by  any  m em ber o f the bo ard of sup erv isors in

vacation without competitive bids, and the amou nt of the contract exceeds $100.00, the board mem ber making such contract

shall ob tain  bids from  at least two b idders b efo re m aking  suc h con trac t, and to  file a statement of the amount of each such

bid with the board at i ts next meeting. 1928, 157.

65-7-113.  Working roads with convicts.   Board of supervisors may provide for the working of public roads

with the  conv icts se ntenced  to the county jails, or comm itted for failure to pay the fine and costs imposed upon them.  1942,

8342.

65-7-115.  Supervisors to have general supervision over roads. 



[With regard to any county which is exempt from the provisions of Section 19-2-3, this section shall
read as follows:] 

The supervisor in each district in each cou nty is to have and is required to exercise general supervision over the

pu blic  highw ays of  his d istrict.

[With regard to any county which is required to operate on a countywide system of road
administration as described in Section 19-2-3, this section shall read as follows;]

(1) The board  of sup erv isors in each cou nty  is to have an d is required to   exerc ise  ju risd iction   over the pub lic

highways of the county.

(2) The boa rd of su perv isors m ay b y ord er du ly ado pted and e ntered  on its m inutes, provide fo r such

transportation of individual mem bers of the board as is necessary and essential in the perform ance o f their official duties.

1942, 8343; 1988 Ex Sess, ch. 14.

65-7-117, Members of the board to inspect the  roads.
[With regard to any county which is exempt from the provision 19-2-3, this section shall read as
follows:]

Each m em ber o f  the board o f supervisors shall inspect every road , bridge, and ferry in each d istrict at least

annually, at t imes to be fixed by the board, and  sha ll file with the clerk of the board a report, under oath, of the condition

of the several roads, bridges and ferries inspected by him, with such recom m enda tions as  are  needful, w hich repo rts shall

be  presen ted  to the board o f supervisors  and kep t on  file fo r three years. 

[With regard to any county which is required to operate on a countywide system of road administration
as described in Section 19-2-3, this section shall read as follows:]

Each mem ber of the board of supervisors shall inspect every road and bridge in the county under the jurisdiction

of the county not later than December 31, 1989, and, thereafter, not less than once each fiscal year.  Each mem ber sha ll

file with the clerk of the bo ard  a repo rt, under oa th, o f the  cond ition  of the roads an d b ridg es in spected  by  him  with

recommendations by him for a four-year plan for construction and m ajor maintenance of such roads and bridges.  Based

upon such reports, the board of supervisors shall  on or before February, 1990, and on or before February 1 of each year

thereafter, adopt and spread upon its minutes a four year plan for the construction and maintenance of county roads and

bridges.  The plan may be amended at any time by a vote of the majority of the mem bers of the board of supervisors.  1942,

8344; 1986, 307; 1988 Ex Sess, ch. 14.

65-7-119.  Liability of supervisors for neglect of duty.  The circuit  judge shall  at  each term of the court,

esp ecially  charge the grand jury to inquire into the condition of the roads in the county.  Any .. . supervisor who  neglects

his  du ty shall  be guilty of a misdemeanor and be liable to indictment and, upon conviction, shall be fined not more than

$100.00. 1942, 8345.

65-7-121.  Abandonment by board of supervisors of any section of county road system; hearing;
notice; posting of signs; liability after abandonment; notice to railroad; easements. 

(1) The board of supervisors of any county may, upon its own m otion or upon the petition of any interested

resident of the county, by resolution spread upon its minutes, declare any section of the county road system abandoned upon

its finding that one or more of the following circumstances are applicable to the section in question:

(a) The  section does n ot provide p rimary access to occu pied prop erties;

(b) Traffic  on the section  has fo r a period  of at least ten (10 ) consecu tive yea rs been intermittent and

of such low volume that no substantial public purpose is being served thereby;

(c) The boa rd of su perv isors has, for a  period of at least the previous five (5) consecutive years, not

maintained such section as part of the county road system, or

(d) For any reason, the public interest or convenience does not require the section to remain  open

to the public or that i t is in the public interest or convenience to close, vacate and abandon the

section.

(2) Except as p rov ided in  sub sec tion  (3) o f this sec tion , befo re any section of the county road system may

be abandoned as provided in this section, the board of supervisors shall hold a public hearing on the question of such

abandonment and sh all pub lish n otice o f such  hearing a t leas t two (2 ) times, n ot less than  two (2 ) weeks  prio r to the date

of the hearing, in a newspaper having general circulation in the county.

(3) If any section of the county road system intersects with a roadway that has been closed to the public by

the board of supervisors, and the section has no other destination, such section of the county road system shall be declared

abandoned by the board of supervisors, without the necessity of notice and a hearing, imm ediately upon  the written request



of all ow ners of the  pro perty th rou gh  which the section extends.  Th is subsection  (3) sha ll be  repealed  from  and a fter Ju ly

1, 1993.

(4) The reso lution o f the  board  of sup erv isors ab ando ning any  sec tion  of the co un ty road system will abrog ate

the casement theretofore owned, he ld, c laim ed  or u sed  by  or o n behalf o f the  general pub lic bu t will no t affect an y p riva te

easem ents.

(5) Upon  the abandonment of any section of the county roa d sy stem , the board  of supervisors sha ll post

clearly  vis ible signs at any intersection of the abandoned roadway with the county road system indicating that the

abandoned section is no longer part of the county road system and is not maintained by the county.  Once the required signs

are posted , the  coun ty shall  not be liable for the death of or injury to a vehicle owner, operator or passenger,  or for damage

to a veh icle o r its contents, re sulting  from  a dangerou s co nd ition  on  the  abando ned se ction.  If there exists a public railroad

grade crossing or railroad bridge on  the section of coun ty road so ab ando ned, the cou nty shall furnish the  railroad or

individual ow ning su ch  railroad  trackage  with a  copy  of the resolution authoriz ing  the  abando nm ent and thereupon, the

railroad com pany or individual owning such trackage may barricade the crossing or remov e the bridge.

(6) From and after July 1, 2000, any  proceed ings unde r this section shall be do cum ented  in the official reco rd

of the county road system in accordance with the requirements of Section 65-7-4.  1992, 480; 1998, 539.

65-7-123.  Requirement on certain county roads for temporary center line safety stripes while
undergoing reconstruction or maintenance.  An y seg m ent of a c oun ty-m aintained , hard-su rfaced  highway n orm ally

marked by cen ter line safety stripes w hich is ov erlayed with hot mix asphalt  while undergoing reconstruction or

maintenance shall  be marked with temporary center l ine safety stripes if  permanent center line safety stripes will  not be

installed before such segment is opened for public use.  1994, 367.

65-7-143.  Board of supervisors shall number and name all streets and roads.  

65-7-145.  Board of supervisors must assign all dwellings a street and number address.

CHAPTER 9.  STATE AID ROADS IN COUNTIES

65-9-1 through 65-9-31.  State aid roads in counties, generally.  [In this chapter a re  to  be  found laws

dealing with state aid roads in counties.  Particular attention is directed  to Sec tion 65 -9-13  (right of county  to state aid);

Section 65-9 -15 (co unty  eng ineer); Section 65-9-17 (state aid funds allocated to counties for approved projects); Section

65-9-19 (how contracts are awarded); Section 65-9-30 (accounts and utilization of funds).]  1976, 450; 1981, 462; 1985,

HB 1224; 1986, 458; 1992, 496; 1995, 401; 2001, 492.

65-9-23.  Accounting controls and safeguards.   Such accounting controls and safeguards may  be required

of each b oard of sup ervisors as the state aid en ginee r may deem necessary; but general and uniform rules must first be

promulgated by said engineer, only with the advice and approval of the state auditor.   1963, lst  ex sess, 20.

65-9-25.  Maintenance of state aid roads.  Bo ards of  sup erv isors are  resp on sible  for the proper maintenance

of state aid roads.  If the state aid road engineer find s an d determ ines tha t one or m ore  state  aid  roads  is no t be ing  pro perly

maintained, he shall  notify such board in writing, and if, within 60 days, proper maintenance work has no t been  done , said

state  aid enginee r may  have the  necessary  wo rk don e and c harge the sam e to any state aid road fun ds belong ing  to said

county that may then be in the state treasury, etc.  If such failure to maintain continues, state aid shall  be withdrawn and

notice of this shall be given to the state auditor and treasurer.   1981, 452; 1982, 324.

CHAPTER 11.  COUNTY HIGHWAY AID

65-11-1 through 65-11-61.  County Highway Aid Law of 1946, amended.

CHAPTER 15.  COUNTY FUNDS FOR ROADS AND BRIDGES

65-15-1.  Funds for roads and bridges.
 [With regard to any county which is exempt from the provisions of Section 19-2-3, this section shall
read as follows:]



  The board of supervisors may raise funds for working, constructing, reconstructing and maintaining public roads

or for building bridges by an ad valorem tax on all  assessed taxable property in the county or supervisor 's district , or

districts, or by a bon d issue, or by either or both o f said metho ds.

[With regard to any county which is required to operate on a countywide system of road administration
as described in Section 19-2-3. this section shall read as follows:]

The boa rd of superv isors may raise funds for working, constructing, reconstructing and maintaining public roads

or for building bridges by an ad valorem tax on all assessed taxable property in the county, or by a bond issue, or by either

or both of said methods. 1928, 157; 1988 Ex Sess, ch. 14.

65-15-3.  Tax for construction and maintenance of highways.  The board shall levy annually a tax upon

the taxable property of such county to be used for road and bridge purposes. . ..  The proceeds of the collection of such taxes

shall be paid into the  cou nty depo sitory. ... Such funds  shall be k ept as a se para te road fund and shall  be paid out on

allowance and warrants of the board of supervisors.  1914, 175.

65-15-7.  Tax for bridges and culverts.   The board of supervisors may levy annually an ad valorem  tax  ...

to be used for constructing and maintaining all  bridges and culverts on the public roads throughout the county. 1936, 273.

Cro ss references--

As to homestead exemptions, see §27-33-3.

65-15-9.  Gasoline tax in payment of road bond issues. 
[With regard to any county which is exempt from the provisions of Section 19-2-3, this section shall
read as follows:]  

The board o f supervisors of any  coun ty in which  there are coun ty road bonds, district road bonds, sea wa ll bonds,

or road protection bonds outstanding, which were issued for the purpose of building bridges or constructing public roads

or sea  wars, m ay , in its discretion, in addition to all other lawful uses,  use such county's share, or any part thereof,  of the

funds heretofore or hereafter derived from the tax on gasoline and the road and b ridge privilege tax for the further purpose

of paying interest and principal of such county road bonds or road district bonds heretofore issued for any of the said above

stated purposes.  How ever, nothing in this section shall in anywise affect Section 65-33-45, M ississippi Code of 1972.

[With regard to any county which is required to operate on a countywide system of road administration
as described in Section 19-2-3, this section shall read as follows:]

The boa rd of superv isors of  any cou nty  in the state in which there are county road bonds, sea wall bonds, or road

protection bond s ou tstanding w hich w ere  issued  for th e purp ose of bu ilding b ridg es o r construc ting  public  roads  m ay , in

its discretion, in addition to all  other lawful uses,  use such county's share, or any part thereof,  of the funds heretofore or

hereafter derived from the tax on gasoline and the road and bridge privilege tax for the further purpo se of pay ing interest

and principal of such county road bonds heretofore issued for any of the  said  above stated purposes.  How ever, nothing

in this section shall in anywise affect Section 65-33-45. 1931, 20; 1988 Ex Sess, ch. 14.

65-15-11.  Board of supervisors not required to set aside gasoline tax where sufficient amount
on hand to pay bonds. 
[With regard to any county which is exempt from the provisions of Section 19-2-3, this section shall
read as follows:]  

In any county having countywide road or bridge bonds or district road or bridge bonds outstanding and having on

hand in the county treasury to the credit of a special fund from set aside from the county's share of the gasoline tax for the

payment of the principal and interest of such bond s, or to the credit of bon d and  interest sinking funds, a sufficient amount

to pay the principal of and interest on all  such countywide road or bridge bonds and district  road or bridge bonds

outstanding, the bo ard of supervisors shall  no longer be required to set aside any part of the cou nty's  share o f the cou nty's

share  of the gasoline tax or the county's share of motor vehicle privilege taxes, to be used in paying the principal and

interest of such road or bridge bonds as they m ature.  In any such case, however, the funds already set aside from the

county's share of gasoline tax or the county's share of the motor vehicle privilege taxes, for the paym ent of the principal

and interest of said bon ds, shall  be applied to the payment of the principal and interest of said bonds as they mature and

shall not be used by the bo ard of supervisors for any other purposes; however, when all of said bonds shall have been paid,

any balance remaining in said funds may be transferred by the board of supervisors to the county or district road or bridge

maintenance fund.



[With regard to any county which is required to operate on a countywide system of road administration
as described in Section 19-2-3, this section shall read as follows:]  

In any county having road or bridge bonds outstanding, and having on hand  in the co un ty treasury to  the  credit

of a special fund set aside from the county's share of the gasoline tax for the payment of the principal and interest of such

bon ds, to the credit of bond and interest sinking funds, a sufficient amount to pay the principal of an interest on all such

road or bridge bonds outstanding, the board of supervisors shall  no longer be required to set aside any part of the co un ty 's

share  of the gasoline tax or the county's share of motor vehicle privilege taxes, to be used in paying the principal and

interest of such ro ad  or b ridg e bon ds  as they  m ature.  In  any su ch  case, how ever, the funds already set aside from the

co un ty 's share of the gasoline tax or the county's share of the motor vehicle privilege taxes, for the paym ent of the principal

and interest of said bond s, shall  be applied to the payment of the principal and interest of said bonds as they mature and

shall not be used by the board of supervisors for any other purpose; however, when all  of said bonds shall have been paid,

any balance remaining in said funds may b e transferred by the board of supervisors to the county road or bridge

maintenance fund. 1944, 193; 1988 Ex Sess.,  ch. 14.

65-15-13.  Use of gasoline tax not to affect other financing. 
[With regard to any county which is exempt from the provisions of Section 19-2-3, this section shall
read as follows:] 

No existing law  prov iding m ethod s for the co nstruction  or m aintena nce  of any public highways, bridges, or

cu lverts of the county or special or separate road districts shall be affected by Section 65-15-9; and it  does not supersede

or impair the obligation of any county to levy a sufficient legal ad valorem  tax for the purpose of construction and

maintenance of public highways, bridges or culverts, or a sufficient ad valorem tax to pay the interest and principal of any

bonds heretofore or herea fter issued for the pu rpose of bu ilding bridges an d c on struction  of p ub lic roads.  N or d oes it

supersede or impair any r ight  to  issue bonds for any purpose, and it  shall not alter, amend or repeal any statute except

insofar as such statutes are inconsistent herewith.

[With regard to any county which is required to operate on a countywide system of road administration
as described in Section 19-2-3, this section shall read as follows:]  

No existing law providing methods for the construction or m aintena nce  of any pu blic high way, bridg e or cu lvert

of the county shall be affected by Section 65-15-9; and it does no t sup erse de  or im pa ir the  ob liga tion  of any  coun ty to levy

a sufficient legal ad valorem tax for the purpose of construction and maintenance of public highways, bridges or culverts,

or a sufficient ad valorem tax to pay the interest or principa l of any  bon ds he retofore  or hereafter issued for the purpo se

of building bridges and constructing public roads.  Nor does it supersede or impair any right to issue bonds for any purpose,

and it sha ll not alter, amend or repeal any statute except insofar as such statutes are inconsistent herewith. 1926, 208; 1988

Ex Sess, ch. 14.

65-15-15.  Tax for payment of bonds and interest.   The board shall levy annually a special tax to be used

exclusively in paying the interest on such road bonds and in providing a sinking fund for their redemption. 1914, 175.

65-15-17.  Special fund paid into general fund.  In counties w hich h ave  hereto fore created special or

general road funds under then existing laws, the board of supervisors may use such funds as if originally collected

hereunder .. .  1942, 8365.

65-15-19.  Balance in sinking fund after payment of bonds. 
[With regard to any county which is exempt from the provisions of Section 19-2-3, this section shall
read as follows:] 

W here  bonds have been issued for any road district, separate road district or special road district , and said bonds

and the interest thereon have been paid and there remains in the sinking fund or maintenance fund of such district any

balance of funds collected for the purpose of paying such bonds or interest,  the board of supervisors of the county in which

such distric t or d istricts is  located  m ay , in its d iscre tion , transfer  any o r all of said  fun ds  to the county road or bridge fund

or any supervisors district road or bridge fund, to be used and expended in working and maintaining the roads of the district

for wh ich suc h bo nds  we re issued , or m ay, w ithout suc h transfe r, spend  such  fund s for maintenance of roads within the

district from w hich said funds were collected.

[With regard to any county which is required to operate on a countywide system of road administration
as described in Section 19-2-3, this section shall read as follows:]  

W here  bonds have been issued by any road district, separate road district or special road district,  and said bonds

and interest thereon have been paid and there remains in the sinking fund or maintenance fund of such district any balance

of funds collected for the pu rpose  of paying  such  bon ds or intere st, the board of superv isors of the county in which such



district or districts are located  sha ll transfer any or all  of said funds to the county road or bridge fund to be used and

expended in working and maintaining the roads of the county. 1942, 211; 1988 Ex Sess, ch. 14.

65-15-21.  Refund to municipalities.  
[With regard to any county which is exempt from the provisions of Section 19-2-3, this section shall
read as follows:]  

One-ha lf of a ll ad  va lorem  taxes collected  by  or fo r a cou nty  or separa te or special road  distric t on  pro perty w ithin

a municipality (the streets of which are worked at the expense of the municipal treasury, or worked by municipal authority)

for road purp oses o f such  coun ty o r dis trict, not including taxes for the purposes of paying bonds issued for road purposes

or the interest thereon or for creating a bond and interest fund for retiring the same, shall be paid over to the treasurer of

such municipality for said municipality.

Any  m unicipality may contract with its board of supervisors,  or any mem ber thereof,  whereby work may be

performed  on the streets maintained by said municipality in lieu of the refund of one-half of the road taxes  collected under

this  section and in such event such agreement shall be spread at large upon the minutes of both the governing authorities

of such municipality and the board of supervisors of such county.

[With regard to any county which is required to operate on a countywide system of road administration
as described in Section 19-2-3, this section shall read as follows:]  

One half of all  ad valorem taxes collected by or for a county on property within a m un icipality  (the streets of which

are worked at the expense of the municipal treasury, or worked by municipal authority) for road purposes of such county,

not including taxes for the purposes of paying bonds issued for road purposes or the interest thereon or for creating a bond

and interest fund for retiring the same, shall be paid over to the treasurer of such municipality for said municipality.

Any  m un icipality m ay contract w ith i ts  board o f supervisors , whereby w ork  m ay  be  perform ed  on  the  stree ts

m ain tained  by  said  m un icipality in  lieu  of the re fun d o f on e-half o f the  road taxes co llected und er th is

sec tion , and in  such event such agreement shall be spread at large upon the minutes of both the governing authorities of

such municipality and the board of supervisors of such county.  1950, 233; 1988 Ex Sess, ch. 14.

Cro ss references--

As to homestead exemptions, see §27-33-3.

65-15-23.  Payment of municipal refund.  W here levy is made for road purposes as provided in Section

65-15-21, the tax assessor of the county shall set up a column on the assessment rolls . ..  which shall  show the amount of

the assessed valuation within  the municipality which maintains its own streets and which pays the road taxes authorized

to be levied under the aforesaid section.  W hen these taxes are collected the tax collector shall  isolate and separate  the

pro po rtionate  part of said taxes going to said  mun icipality and shall cover same into the mun icipal treasury mo nthly, as

provided by law. 1950, 233.

65-15-25.  Authority to transfer surplus tolls to county road and bridge fund.    In   any

coun ty wh ere tolls collected for the use of a bridge or bridges are allocated to the payment of bonds and interest thereon,

and the expense of operating and maintaining said bridge or bridges, if the tolls so collected are more than sufficient to pay

such bonds and  interest as sam e beco m e due, and the exp enses  of operating and maintaining said bridge or bridges, the

boa rd of supervisors may transfer to the county road and bridge fund any excess of tolls collected over and above the

amount necessary to provide for the items mentioned hereinabove. 1932, 184.

CHAPTER 17.  COUNTY ROAD OFFICIALS

65-17-1.  Establishment of county road department; appointment of county road manager;
powers and duties of manager.

(1) Th is section,  re lat ing to  the establishment of a county road department, the employment of a county road

manager  and prescribing the powers and duties of the county road manager, shall not be mandatory in any county which

is not required to operate under a countywide system of road administration; provided, however, such county may, by order

of the board of supervisors,  adopt all or part of the procedures prescribed by this section.

(2) The board of supervisors of each county shall  establish a cou nty roa d de partm ent.  The bo ard o f supe rvisors

shall adop t the  general polic ies to  be  followed  in adm inistra tion of  the county road department and shall appoint as

administrative head of the county road department a county road manager who shall be educated or experienced in  the

construction and maintenance of highways, bridges and other facets of county h ighway  respons ibilities. Prov ided, how ever,

that in any co unty w hich, on July 1 , 1988, em ployed  two (2) co unty road  m anag ers each of whom  managed an

administrative div ision  of the co un ty fo r roa d con struction and  m ain tenance , the  board  of sup erv isors m ay  continue  to



employ two (2) coun ty ro ad  m anagers.  The county road manager shall  not be a member of the board of supervisors.   The

coun ty road m anager, under the polic ies d eterm ined by the board o f supervisors  and su bject to  the board's general

supervision and control,  shall administer the county road department, superintend the working, construction and

maintaining of the public roads and the building of bridges in such county, and carry out the general policies of the b oard

in confo rm ity w ith the es timates  of exp enditu res f ixed in  the annual budget as finally adopted by the board or as thereafter

revised by appropriate action of the board. A ll requisitio ns  for th e purchase and  repair o f all eq uipm ent, heavy equ ipm ent,

machinery,  supplies,  comm odities,  materials and services for the county road department shall  be prepared by the coun ty

road manager and submitted to the county department of purchasing for processing in accordance with the central

purchasing system. The cou nty roa d m anager shall serve at the w ill and  pleasu re of the board of supervisors and may be

removed from such position by a majority vote of the board.

(3) Th e co un ty road m anager sh all rec eive su ch  com pensation, to  be paid from  the coun ty road and  bridge fund s,

as the boa rd of sup erv isors shall determ ine . Th e co un ty ro ad  m anager, befo re ente ring  upon  his d uties, shall g ive  bond , with

sufficient surety, to be payable, conditioned and approved as provided by law, in a penalty in such amount  as  may be

app roved by  the bo ard o f supe rvisors, bu t not less than  Fifty Th ousand  Do llars ($50,000.00).

(4) A  county may appoint as county road manager  the same person who m  it has  under the  law  em ployed as its

coun ty engineer for  its state  aid  road sy stem , pro vided  tha t suc h cou nty  road m anager is  being com pensated  by  the  coun ty

for serving as county road manager and for all  duties,  if  any, that he performs as county engineer by paym ent of an annual

salary and n ot on the ba sis of a percentage o f the cost of road projects.

(5) Noth ing  sha ll preclude  one (1 ) pe rson fro m  serv ing  two (2) o r m ore  counties as county road manager by

agreem ent between suc h cou nties.

(6) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require new county personnel to be employed but,  to the extent

practicab le, an ex isting cou nty em ployee shall be appoin ted as the  cou nty roa d m anager.

(7) The responsibili ty for construction and maintenance of all "local farm roads" (including bridges) as the same

are defined in Sections  65-9-1 and 65-9-3, M ississippi Code of 1972, together with all  functions not vested by law in the

coun ty state  aid  engineer in the co nstruc tion  and m ain tenance  of s tate a id ro ads shall be vested in the county's road

departm ent.

(8) The county road manager each year shall prepare, or shall assist the county administrator (if one has been

appointed) in the preparation of, a tentative road budget containing all proposed expenditures for the ensuing fiscal year

for construc tion  and m ain tenance  of cou nty  roads  and b ridg es and  the  opera tion of  the county road department.  Such

tentative road budget shall be submitted to the board of supe rvisors for incorpora tion, with su ch m odification  as the board

may ado pt, in the county budget, as prescribed by law.

(9) The county road manager shall  employ, subject to approval of the board of supervisors, such assis tants and

employees as may be  necessary in   confo rm ity w ith the budget and county policies and procedure with respect to personnel

and subject to approval of the board as to salary or other compensation to  be paid. He shall  have supervision and

jurisdiction over personnel and assignm ents of personnel engaged in the w ork  of the road  departm ent.  He m ay purchase,

lease or hire such equipment and purchase such materials and supplies as may be necessary for operation of the county road

department in con form ity w ith the budget, in accordance with the central purchase system and existing laws and subject

to app rova l of the bo ard as to  price or rental.  He shall have jurisd iction  over the as sign m ent of equ ipm ent needed  in

perform ance of the w ork  of the co un ty ro ad  departm ent.

(10) The board of supervisors may, by a majority vote of the entire board, supersede any act of the road man ager

or change, modify or revoke any act which has been comp leted by the road manager, provided the  change, modification

or revocation does not constitute a breach of contract.   Hemingway's 1921 Supp. 7157d; 1930, 6398; 1942,  8346; 1920,

276; 1928, 157; 1952, 223; 1960, 209; 1966, Ex. Sess. ch. 29, Sec. 1; 1986, 458; 1988 Ex Sess, ch. 14, Sec. 56; 1991, 461.

65-17-5.  Duties of commissioner, may secure help from engineer.  Th e road  com m issioner shall

supervise the construction of roads and their maintenance thereafter, and may call to his assistance, when necessary, the

service of a  com peten t civil engineer.  Sa id eng ineer sh all be paid  a reaso nable  com pensa tion by the bo ard of supe rvisors,

to be paid o ut of the proceed s of the sale of such bo nds as are issued  for the purpose of construction of such roads. 1914,

175.

65-17-101.  Supervisors may elect road accountant; may meet payrolls weekly, etc.  The bo ard

of sup erv isors m ay  elec t a road  acc ou ntant, whose salary shall be fixed by the board and who shall  give bond in the sum

of not less than $10,000.00. For the purpose of enab ling  the  road accou ntant, in  counties working their roads and building

and repairing bridges on the unit system or countywide basis, to meet weekly payrolls and to pay for same each week or

biweekly, the board of supervisors may advance to him at each regular monthly meeting, out of the road and bridge fund,

a sum not exceeding 50% of the amount of his bond.  Said ro ad ac cou ntant shall place such funds  in the co unty  dep ository

to his credit as road accountant, to be checked on  by  him  to m eet weekly  payro lls for  labor, and  said  fun d sh all be a p ub lic

fund and shall be secured as other funds are secured.  The road accountant shall m ake  report to the boa rd of sup ervisors



at the next regular meeting as to his disposition of said funds. . ..  It shall be the duty of the road accountant to pay all  labor

employed on the  road  and  bridge  wo rk of the county, to pay transportation charges on supplies and materials used in such

road and bridge work, and all bills for repa irs.  Every th ree m onths he sh all take an  inven tory of a ll the p erso na l pro perty

of the county used in said road and bridge work. 1946, 316; 1986, 458.

65-17-103.  Road accountant; estimates and reports.   The road accountant shall  attend all  meetings of

the board and shall  submit estimates on future needs of funds to pay labor, transportation charges, and repair bills.  S aid

board shall set aside a fund  to be kno wn  as the "road labo r" fund, etc., which the acco untant shall use to pay  such b ills.

He shall  make regular monthly reports to the board. 1920, 266.

65-17-105 and 65-17-107.  Accountant to be purchasing agent and to submit trial balance.  The

road accountant shall  be the purchasing agent of the county and, by and with the consent of the board o f supervisors, sha ll

purchase all m ater ials, im plem ents, and su pp lies u sed  in road and bridge work. 1920, 266.  The road accountant shall keep

a com ple te se t of boo ks , sho wing  in de tail all receipts and  disb ursem ents had o r m ade by h im  and he sh all subm it mon thly

to the board of supervisors,  a trial balance of the said books, etc.  1920, 266.

65-17-201 Authority to employ engineer. 
[With regard to any county which is exempt from the provisions of Section 19-2-3, this section shall
read as follows:].  

The boards of supervisors of the several counties of the State of Mississippi are  au tho rized and  em po wered a t their

discretion to employ, as county engineer, a civil engineer or person qualified to perform the duties of a co unty  eng ineer,

and such assistant engineers as may be necessary.  On all  projects for the construction or reconstruction of a bridge which

will cost more than F ive Tho usand  Do llars ($5,000 .00), or for the construction or reconstruction of road s wh ich will cost

m ore than Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) per mile,  the employment of an engineer qualified under the chapter on

eng ineers  sha ll be ob liga tory , whe ther the  work  is being done by the county  or by  a separate district, and w hethe r the w ork

is don e by  con tract or otherw ise; how ever, in obligatory cases the employment may be for the particular work, rather than

for a term .

[With regard to any county which is required to operate on a countywide system of road administration
as described in Section 19-2-3, this section shall read as follows:]  

The boards of supervisors of the several coun ties o f the  Sta te of M ississ ipp i are  au tho rized and  em po wered a t their

discretion to employ, as county engineer, a civil engineer or person qualified to perform the duties of a cou nty en ginee r,

and such assistant engineers as may be necessary.  On all  projects for the construction or reconstruction of a bridge which

will cost more than Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00),  or for the construction or reconstruction of roads which

will cost m ore than Twenty-five  Thousand  Do llars ($25,000.00) per mile, the employment of an engineer qualified under

the chapter on engineers shall  be obligatory,  whether the  work  is be ing  done  by  contract or oth erw ise; how ever, in

obligatory cases the employment may be for the particular work rather than for a term. 1988 Ex Sess, 14.

65-17-203 through 65-17-208.  Board may employ county engineer, salary, etc.  Sa lary  of said

engineer shall  be determined by the board of supervisors and annually spread upon the m inu tes.  The em ploym ent and w ork

of said engineer is to be under the control of the board of supervisors.   1924, 215; 1966, 304; 1962, 255; 1987, 447.

CHAPTER 18.  LOCAL SYSTEM ROAD PROGRAM

[This c hapter is de tailed  and the M ississ ipp i Co de  sho uld  be  consulted fo r relevant p rov ision s.]

CHAPTER 19. SEPARATE ROAD DISTRICTS

65-19-1 through 65-19-87. Separate road districts.

CHAPTER 21. BRIDGES; GENERAL PROVISIONS

65-21-1 through 65-21-29. [W idth of bridges and  culverts; penalties; illum ina tion ; toll br idges and  ferrie s.]

19 34 , 221.1

CHAPTER 25. MISSISSIPPI RIVER BRIDGE REVENUE BOND LAW



65-25-1 through 65-25-63.  Mississippi River bridge revenge bond law. [No te Sec tion 65 -25-3

(counties authorized to construct or acquire bridges and issue bridge revenue bonds); Section 65-25-7 (may purchase

bridges); Section 65-25-15 (may issue bridge revenue bonds); Section 65-25-21 (may charge tolls); Section 65-25-23 (may

contribute  apart from bridge earnings); Section 65-25-25 (may cease to charge tolls); Section 65-25-29 (may receive

con tributions); Sec tion 65 -25-3 5 (refun ding  bon ds); Section 65-25-41 (bonded debt limitations not to apply); Section 65-25-

51 (supe rvisors to ap poin t mem bers  of bridge comm ission).  This entire chapter, while general in scope, is primarily for

W arren C oun ty.] 



TITLE 67.  ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES

CHAPTER 3.  SALE OF LIGHT WINE, BEER, 
AND OTHER ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES

67-3-65.  Board of supervisors may pass ordinances regulating the sale of beer.

TITLE 69.  AGRICULTURE, HORTICULTURE, ETC.

CHAPTERS 5 THROUGH 27.  FAIRS; STOCK SHOWS; STOCK LAWS;
ESTRAYS; SOIL CONSERVATION

69-5-101 through 69-5-121.  Stock shows and improvement of livestock. [Pa rticu lar a ttention  is

directed to Section 69-5-113 (supervisors may appropriate money in aid of l ivestock shows); Section 69-5-117 (Mississippi

Delta  Livestock Fa ir Associatio n--a pp rop riations  by  sup erv isors); Section  69 -13 -11 3 (s tate o r coun ty not liable for inju ry

to im po un ded livesto ck); Se ction 69-1 3-1 15  (pena lty fo r rem ov al of im po un ded livesto ck  without pay ing  fees).]

69-13-1 through 69-13-27.  General stock law.

69-13-101 through 69-13-117.  Livestock at-large on federal or state highways.   [Particular attention

is directed to Section 69-13-105 (charges against impounded livestock); Section 69-13-113 (state or county not l iable for

inju ry to  impo un ded livesto ck); Se ction 69-1 3-1 15  (pena lty fo r rem ov al of im po un ded livesto ck  without pay ing  fees).]

69-13-201 through 69-13-211. Highway fencing law. [Pa rticu lar a ttention  is directed to Section 69-13-

205 (authority and duty of supervisors);  Section 69 -13 -20 7 (authority  of sup erv isors to levy tax); Section 69 -13-209  (use

of p roceeds  of tax; authority  of sup erv isors w here tax not levied).]

69-13-301 through 69-13-339.  Estrays. [Th ese  sec tions inc lude fees fo r ran ger, justice o f the  peace, etc .]

69-25-1 through 69-25-47.  Plant diseases and pests.  [Note S ection 6 9-25 -33 (boards  of sup ervisors

may m ake appropriation).]  1972, 369; 1974, 380; 1979, 338; 1995, 577; 2000, 372.

69-27-1 through 69-27-223.  Soil conservation; county aid in certain counties.

69-27-201 through 69-27-223.  Soil conservation; county aid in certain counties. 

TITLE 71. LABOR AND INDUSTRY

CHAPTER 3.  WORKERS' COMPENSATION

71-3-5.  Board of supervisors' duties in regard to workers' compensation.

CHAPTER 5.  UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION

71-5-11.  Board of supervisors' duties in regard to unemployment compensation.

TITLE 75.  REGULATION OF TRADE, COMMERCE AND INVESTMENTS



CHAPTER 49.  MOVABLE HOMES

75-49-21.  Permit fee for inspection.  Authorizes all counties to charge a permit fee for inspecting the fitness

and safety of any manufactured or mobile home to be set up in the county.  1994, 611.

CHAPTER 85. TRANSIENT VENDOR

75-85-13.  License fee; bond requirements.  
(1) Each applicant for a transient vendo r license  shall include a license fee set by the governing authority of

the coun ty o r m un icipality  not to exceed Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) with the application, which fee shall  be

deposited in the general fund of the county or municipality that issues the license.  1994, 522.

TITLE 77.  PUBLIC UTILITIES AND CARRIERS

CHAPTER 5.  ELECTRIC POWER

77-5-169.  County aid to districts.  Any  coun ty wherein is situated a municipality which is pa rt of an e lectr ic

power district may  adv ance funds to such d istrict to pay  the prelim inary o rgan ization an d ad m inistrative expenses thereo f,

on such terms of repayment as the governing body of such municipality or county shall determine.  Notwithstanding the

provisions of any law  to the co ntra ry, any  suc h m un icipality o r coun ty is authorized and empowered to borrow m oney for

a period not to exceed one year from the date of such borrowing, for the purpose of making such advances. 1936, 187.

TITLE 83.  INSURANCE

CHAPTER 1.  DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE

83-1-39.  County volunteer fire department fund; fund for insurance rebate monies not expended
for fire protection purposes. 

(1) The State Tax Comm ission is hereby authorized and directed to pay over to the State Treasurer,  to be

credited to a fund entitled "County Volunteer Fire Department Fund", the sum of Four M illion Six Hundred Thousand

Dollars ($4,60 0,000.00 ) annually out of the insurance premium tax in addition to the amount collected by it under the

provisions of Section 27-15 -10 3, et seq.   Such funds, hereinafter referred to as insurance rebate monies, are hereby

earmarked for payment to the various counties of the state and shall  be paid over  to  the counties by the Department of

Finance and A dm inistra tion  on  the  basis o f the  popu lation  of each county  as it com pares to  the population of participating

coun ties, not counting residents of any mun icipality.  Such insuranc e rebate m onies shall only be d istributed to those

counties which are in compliance with subsection (5) and (6) of this section. 1994, 577.

(2) Using 199 0 as a  base  year,  the State Tax Comm ission is hereby authorized and directed to pay over to the

Sta te Treasurer,  to be credited to a fund entitled "County Volunteer Fire Department Fund," an amount representing one-

half of ten percent (½ of 10%) of any growth after 1990 of the insurance premium  tax collected annually from the taxes

levied on the gro ss prem ium  on fire insurance policies written on properties in this state, in addition to the amou nt collected

by  it under the  pro visio ns  of S ection  27 -15 -10 3, et seq. 

(3) Insurance rebate monies shall be expe nde d by  the bo ard o f supe rvisors for fire protection purposes of each

coun ty as follows:

(a) For training exp enses;

(b) Purchase  of equipment, purchase of fire trucks, repair and refurbishing of fire trucks an d fire

fighting equipment, and cap ital co nstruc tion  anyw here in  the county or pledging as security for

a period of not mo re than ten (10) years for such pu rchases;

(c) Pu rchase  of in surance  on  coun ty-o wned fire  figh ting  equipm ent;

(d) Fire pro tectio n se rvice co ntracts (in cluding but not lim ited  to mun icipalities, legal fire protection

districts, and nonprofit corporations providing or coordinating fire service in or out of the

county); or

(e) Appropriations to leg al fire  pro tectio n district located in counties subject to all  restrictions

applicable to the use o f insurance rebate m onies.



Any county-owned equipment or other property, at  the option of the board of supervisors, may  be used

by  any lega lly crea ted  fire departm ent.

(4) Insurance rebate monies not expended in a given fiscal year for fire protection purposes shall be placed

in a sp ecial fund  with a  written  plan fo r dispo sition  and exp enditu re o f such  m on ies.  After the contracts for fire protection

services have  been  appro ved and  acc ep ted  by  the  board  of sup erv isors, the  m on ies sha ll be  released to  be expended in such

manner as provided by this section.

(5) No county shall receive payments pursuant to this section after July 1, 1988, unless such county:

(a) Designates a cou nty fire service  coo rdinator w ho is responsible for seeing that standard

guidelines establish ed  by  the C om m issione r of Insu rance  pursu ant to Section 4 5-11 -7(9),

M ississ ipp i Code of 1972, are followed.  The county fire coordinator must demonstrate that he

possesses fire-related knowledge and experience;

(b) Designates one (1) mem ber of the sheriff 's  department to be the county arson investigator and

requires the designated mem ber of the she riff's dep artment to attend  the State F ire Academ y to

be trained in arson investigation;

(c) Adheres to the stand ard  gu ide lines es tab lished by the Com m issioner of In surance  pu rsuan t to

Section 45-11-7(9); and

(d) Counties shall  levy a tax of not less than one-fourth (1/4) mill on all  property of the county or

appro pria te avails of not less than o ne-fourth (1/4) m ill from  the county 's gene ral fund  for fire

protection pu rpo ses .  M un icipalities  m aking  a w ritten  declaration to  the  coun ty that they fund and

provide their own fire services shall be exempted from this levy.  Th is levy m ay b e used for fire

protection purposes which include but are n ot lim ited to co ntracting w ith any  prov ider of fire

pro tectio n se rvices. 

(6) No fun ds  sha ll be paid by the county to any provider of fire protection services except in accordance

with a written contract entered into in accordan ce  w ith guidelines established by the Comm issioner of Insurance and

prop erly approv ed b y the b oard  of sup ervisors  and C om m issioner of In surance .  No cou nty  sha ll distribute  funds to any

fire service provider which has not met the reporting requirements required by the Comm issioner of Insurance.  At such

time tha t a fire  pro tectio n se rvices p rov ider, pa rticu larly  a co un ty volunteer fire dep artment, a m unicipality or a fire

protection district, has fulfil led the obligations of the written contract and has met the reporting requirements provided for

in this subse ction an d the b oard  of  supervisors  has rec eived  the  insu rance  rebate m on ies, the board o f supervisors  sha ll

disburse the appropriate amount to the fire protection services provider within a reasonable time, not to exceed six (6)

we eks, from the time such requirements are met.  Insurance rebate monies used for the purposes of contracting shall be

expended  by the fire service provider for capital constructions, training expenses, purchase of fire fighting equipment

including pay m ents on  any  loans m ade  for the pu rpose  of pu rchas ing fire fighting equipment, and purchase of insurance

for a ny  fire equ ipm ent ow ned o r op era ted  by  the  pro vider.  

(7) The board of supervisors of any county may contribute funds directly to any provider of fire protection

services serving such county.  Such contributions must be used for fire protection purpose s as m ay  be  reasonably

established by the Comm issioner of Insurance.

(8) Any  m un icipal, county or local water association or other utili ty district supply water may, upon

adoption of a resolution authorizing such action, contribute free of charge to a volunteer fire department or fire protection

distric t serv ing  suc h local governm ent, po litical su bd ivisio n o r utility  district, such w ater as is necessary  for fire fighting

or tra ining activ ities o f such  vo lun teer  fire departm ent or fire  pro tectio n d istrict.

(9) The board  of sup erv isors of  any cou nty  is hereby authorized and emp owered, in its discretion, to grade,

grave l, shell  and/or maintain real property of a county volunteer fire department, including roads, or drivew ays the reof,

as necessary for the effective and safe operation of such county volunteer fire department.  Any action taken  by the  boa rd

of sup erv isors un der the  au tho rity of this subsection shall  be spread upon the minutes of the board of supervisors when the

work  is au tho rized. 

(10) For the purpose of this section, "fire protection district" means a district  organized under Section 19-5-

151, et seq., or pursuant to  any o ther Cod e section o r by  any local and p riva te act authorizing the estab lishment of a fire

protection district , unless the context clearly requires otherwise.  1991, 536; 1994, 577.

CHAPTER 13.  FIRE INSURANCE

83-13-23.  Insurer required to pay volunteer fire department for protecting property insured by

insurer.  Any insurance company shall pay  to the responsible volunteer fire department a minimum  of One Hu ndred



Dollars ($100.00) for each initial response to save from  destruction by fire  any struc tures w hich a re located  in areas rated

as Class 9 or 10 and which are insured by that insurance company.  1994, 482.

CHAPTER 39. BAIL BONDS AND BONDSMEN

83-39-31. Appearance bond fees to be collected at final adjudication.  1995, 371; 1999, 364.

TITLE 93.  DOMESTIC RELATIONS

CHAPTER 1.  MARRIAGE

93-1-17.  Board of supervisors may solemnize marriage.

TITLE 97.  CRIMES

CHAPTER 11.  OFFENSES INVOLVING PUBLIC OFFICIALS

97-11-1.  Alteration of records.  If any c lerk  of any  court, o r pu blic  officer ... shall wittingly mak e any false

entry, or erase  any  wo rk or letter, or change any record belonging to any court or public office, whether in his keeping or

no t, he  sha ll, on  conv iction  thereo f, be  imprison ed  in the pen itentiary  for a  term  no t exceed ing  ten  years, and  be  liable to

the action of the party aggrieved.  1942, 2004.

97-11-9.  Bond--approving worthless bond.   If  any officer shall  approve any official bond, knowing or

having good reason to believe the sureties to be insufficient,  he shall,  upon conviction, be punished by fine or

imprisonment, or both, the fine not to exceed $500.00 and the imprisonment not to exceed six months in the co un ty jail.

1942, 2308.

97-11-11.  Bribery; offer, promise or gift of property to candidate, officer, agent or trustee to
influence his action. Every person who shall  promise, offer or give to any officer, agent or trustee, either public or

private, while holding such office, agency or trust,  or after he has become a candidate or applicant for the same, any money,

goo ds, chattels, r ight  in  action or other property ,  real or personal,  with intent to influence his vote,  opinion, action or

judgement on any  que stion, m atter, cause or proceeding which may be then pending, or may be thereafter subject to vote,

opinion, action or judgement of such officer, agen t or trustee shall,  on conviction, be imprisoned in the penitentiary not

m ore than ten (10) ye ars, or fined n ot mo re than Five T hou sand D ollars ($5,0 00.0 0), or both, and shall be forever

disq ua lified  from  ho lding any  public  office, trust or  appo intm ent, and sh all forfeit h is office , if any be held .  1995 , 463. 

97-11-13.  Bribery--penalty, when officer, agency, trustee, or his wife accepts bribe.  If an officer,

agen t, or tru stee  sha ll accep t any g ift, offer, or promise, or if  his wife,  with his knowledge or consen t, sha ll accep t any g ift,

offer or promise prohibited by Section 97-11-11;  he shall , on conviction, be  fore ver disqu alified  from  ho lding o ffice . . .

.and shall  forfeit his office, if  any be held, and be imprisoned in the penitentiary not more than ten years, or be fined not

more than $5,000.00, or both.  1942, 2028; 1995, 463.

Cro ss references--

As to punishm ent for o ffer or acceptan ce of ind ucem ents to influence  aw ard o f 

public contracts, see §97-11-53.

97-11-15.  Circuit clerk--penalty for failure to send up certificate of appeal.  Any  clerk o f a c ircu it

cou rt who  sha ll willfully or negligently fail or refuse to send up the certificate of appeal,  as provided in Section 99-35-121



... within the time required, shall  be guilty of a misdemeanor . ..  and shall  be punished .. . by a fine of not more than $200.00,

or by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than three months, or both.  1920, 147.

97-11-17.  Clerk refusing to give certified copy of papers.  ... he sha ll be guilty of a  m isdem eanor.  1971,

487.

97-11-23.  Drunkenness in office.   Any officer who shall  be guilty of habitual drunkenness, or who sha ll

be drunk while in the actual discharge of the duties of his office, or when called on to pe rform  them, may be indicted

therefor,  and, upon conviction, shall  be removed from office.  1942, 2307.

97-11-25.  Embezzlement--officers, trustees and public employees converting property to own
use.  If any sta te or coun ty o ffice r ... or any  other perso n hold ing  any pub lic office  or em ploym ent ... shall un law fully

con vert to his own use any m oney or other va luable  thing w hich com es to  his h ands , or possession  by  virtue of his  office

or em ploym ent, or shall not, when law fully required to turn over such  m oney  or deliver such thing, imm ediately do so

according to his legal ob ligation, he sh all, on con viction, be  imp risoned  in the pe nitentiary not m ore than twenty years, or

be fined not more than $5,000.00.  1979, 508.

Cro ss references--

As to disqualification to hold office of one liable for public moneys unaccounted for,  see Miss Const §43.

As to d uties an d liabilities  as to  public  fun ds , see  §§25 -1-6 7, et seq.

97-11-27.  Embezzlement--officers failing to deliver money, records, etc., to successor.    1942,

2121.

97-11-29.  Embezzlement--accounts to be kept by all public officers--false entries, false
certificates, loans of public funds and fraud on the treasury.  The state treasurer, auditor of pub lic accounts,

assesso rs and co llectors of taxes, and all other state and county officers, and mu nicipal officers, shall make and keep  in their

offices, sub ject to  insp ection  at all tim es, an accura te entry of each and every sum of public money, etc.  by him received,

transferred or d isbu rsed ; and if any of said officers . ..  or a clerk, agent or employee of such officer, shall  willfully and

frau du len tly m ake an y fa lse entry  therein  or make any certificate or endorsement of any warrant on the treasury that the

sam e is genu ine, whe n the sam e is in fact not a genuine w arrant, or shall loan any  portion of the public mo neys, secu rities,

stock, or other public property intrusted to him, for any purpose whatever; or shall defraud or attempt to defraud the state,

or any cou nty  or m un icipality, o f any m on eys, security, o r pro perty, he sh all, on  conv iction thereof,  be guilty of

em bezzlem ent, and fined not less than double the value of the money, etc.  or other property so embezzled, or comm itted

to the department of corrections for not more than ten years,  or both.  1979, 508.

Cro ss references--

As to d uties an d liabilities  as to  public  fun ds , see  §§25 -1-6 7, et seq.

As to cou nty  budg et, see §§1 9-1 1-1 , et seq.

97-11-31.  Embezzlement--fraud committed in public office.  If any officer,  or other person employed

in any  pub lic officer, shall  comm it any fraud or embezzlement therein, he shall  be comm itted to the department of

corrections not more than ten years,  or be fined not more than $5,000.00, or both.  1979, 508.

97-11-33.  Extortion--collecting unauthorized fees and fees for services not actually rendered.

... If convicted, fine not to exceed $5,000.00, or imprisonment .. . for not more than five years, or both, and shall be removed

from office.  1979, 508; 1986, 459; 1997, 431, 462.

97-11-35.  Failure to return offenders.   If  any judge, justice cou rt judge, co nstab le, mem ber o f the bo ard

of supervisors, sheriff, or other peace o fficer, shall willfully neglect or refuse to return any pe rson com m itting any  offense

of the laws, com m itted in  his v iew  or k no wledge , or o f which he has any  no tice, o r shall w illfully  absent himself when such



offense is be ing  or is a bo ut to  be comm itted, for the purpose of avoiding a knowledge of the same, he shall , on conviction,

be fined not less than $100.00 nor more than $500.00, and may . ..  be removed from office.  1942, 2297; 1986, 459.

Cro ss references--

As to penalties for officers not performing duties,  see §19-21-19.

97-11-37.  Failure to perform any duty.   If any person ...  holding any county office w ha tever ... sha ll

know ingly or willfully fail, neglect or refuse to keep any record required to be kept by law, or shall secrete the same, or

shall violate his duty in any respect, he shall, on conviction thereof, be fined not exceeding $1,000.00, or be imprisoned

in the county jail not exceeding six months, or both.  1942, 2298; 1986, 459.

Cro ss references--

As to penalty for constable's neglect of duty, see §19-19-15.

As to penalties for sheriff or constable neglecting duties,  see §19-21-19.

As to duties of tax assessors, see §27-1-5.

As to liability of tax collector and assessor,  see §27-29-29.

As to penalty for violating chapter on public purchases, see §31-7-55.

97-11-41.  Oath of office and bond--elected officials not to exercise duties before taking oath,
giving bond, as required.  If an y p erso n e lected to any office shall  undertake to exercise the same or discharge the

duties thereof witho ut first having  taken  the oa th of office o r given  bon d as required by  law, he sh all be gu ilty of a

m isdem eanor, and, on con vic tion  thereo f, shall be fined  no t more  than $50 0.00, o r im prison ed  in the co un ty jail not longer

than one year,  or both.  1942, 2114.

97-11-43.  Railroad fares--government officials to pay same fare as general passengers--
accepting and using a free pass on a railroad prohibited; penalties.   Laws 1884, page 45; 1942, 2303.

97-11-45.  Tax collector and chancery clerk--failure to perform duty in respect to duplicate tax
receipts.  Any tax collector who shall fail  to fil l up, in case of the payment of taxes to him, the duplicate tax receipt

required by law to be filled up by him, or to preserve the book of duplicate receipts filled, or to submit such book or books

to the clerk of the chancery court shall , upon conv iction, be rem oved  from o ffice, and b e fined not less than $1,000.00, and

be imprison ed  in the co un ty ja il not less than six months; and any clerk who shall  refuse to receive or receipt for such book

or books when delivered or tendered to him, or to preserve the same  as a record of his office, shall be fined not more than

$300.00, and imprisoned in the county jail not exceeding three months. 1942, 2310.

97-11-47.  Tax collector--failure to make settlement.   Any tax collector wh o shall willfully fail or refuse

for ten days after the  time ap po inted by law for any  m on thly  paym ent or final se ttlem ent, to m ake the sam e, sh all be  gu ilty

of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction, he shall  be removed from office and fined not exceeding $1,000.00.  1942, 2311.

Cro ss references--

As to governor's power to suspend alleged defaulting tax collectors, see Miss Const §125.

As to suspension of alleged defaulting tax collectors, see §7-1-57.

As to monthly reports required of tax collector,  see §27-29-11.

As to effect of tax collector's failure to report, see §27-29-25.

As to d eb its and c red its to tax collector, see  §§19 -17 -13 , et seq.

As to duties of tax collector about to go out of office, see §27-29-31.

97-11-49.  Tax collector--collecting privilege tax without issuing license.   .. . on conviction, be fined

not less than dou ble the am oun t of the tax ... imprisoned  not less than one  week; and  if the  failure be w illful, he shall  be

removed from office.  1968, 361.

97-11-53.  Offer of inducements to influence public official's action on award of contracts or
accomplishment of official acts.  

...No person shall directly or ind irectly offer, promise, give or agree to give any public official or his spouse any

money, property, or other tangible or intangible thing of value as an inducement or incentive for (a) the awarding or refusal

to award a contract;  (b) the purcha se, sale or lease of property; or (c) the accom plishme nt of any o fficial act or purpose

involving public funds or public trust.   Penalties are provided.



...No public official shall  directly or indirectly accept,  receive, offer to receive or agree  to receive  any  gift, offer,

or promise of any m oney, property or other tangib le or intangible thing of value as an inducement or incentive (a) for the

awarding or refusal to aw ard a contract; (b) the purchase, sale or lease of property; or (c) the accomplishment of any official

ac t or purp ose invo lving pub lic fund s or  public  trus t.

Any  pub lic official who  violates the terms of this section o r who se spou se does so w ith h is kn ow ledge  and con sen t,

shall be  gu ilty of a fe lony and  sha ll, upon  conv iction , be  imprison ed  in the penitentiary not m ore than ten years, or be fined

not m ore than $5 ,000 .00, or both; and, in add ition. . . .shall forfeit his office, if any he hold, and be forever disqualified

from  holding any public office, trust,  appointment or employment with the state or any political sub div ision  thereo f or w ith

any other pub lic en tity referre d to  in th is section.  E ach v iola tion  of the p rov ision s of  this sec tion  sha ll constitute a  sep ara te

offense.  1974, 541.

Cro ss references--

As to re gu lation s go vernin g pub lic purchases , generally , see  §§31 -7-1 , et seq.

CHAPTER 21.  FORGERY AND COUNTERFEITING

97-21-1.  Account books kept in public offices.   Every person who, with intent to defraud, shall  make any

false en try, o r shall falsely  alter a ny  en try m ade in  any book of accounts kept in the office of the auditor of pub lic accounts,

or in the office o f the treasure r of this state, or in the office o f any  cou nty treasu rer, or in any other public office, by which

any dem and o r ob liga tion , claim , righ t, or in terest, either aga inst or  in  favor of this state,  or any county, city,  town, or

village, or any individual,  shall be or purport to be discharged, diminished, increased, created, or in any manner affected,

shall , upon conviction thereof,  be guilty of forgery.  1942, 2174.

Cro ss references--

As to penalty for forgery, see §97-21-33.

As to duty of chancery clerk to keep and preserve county books and records, see §27-105-343.

As to county books of accounts, see §19-11-13.

97-21-21.  Destruction, erasure, or obliteration of a writing deemed forgery.    1942, 2181.

97-21-27.  Intent to defraud.  W henever ... an  intent to  defrau d is re qu ired  to constitute a forgery, i t shall  be

sufficient if such intent appear to defraud the United States,  any state or territory, and body corporate,  county, city, town,

or village, or any public officer in his official capacity, any copartnership, or any one of such partners, or any real person

whatever.   1942, 2184.

97-21-33.  Penalty for forgery.   1970, 343.

97-21-35.  Pleadings, process and other court papers, licenses, or written instruments, generally.

1942, 2173.

97-21-47.  Seal of state and other government ... seals or their impressions.   1942, 2162.

97-21-51.  Unauthorized use or signing of another's name to ... petition, etc.  If any perso n sh all

willfully  and falsely, or fraudulently forge, sign, or otherwise use the name of another person to a .. . petition or related

comm unication or instrument of writing with intent to deceive, defraud, or for persona l ga in o r benefit, or fo r the  benefit

of another pe rson, withou t the express written approval of suc h perso n, he sh all be guilty  of a  m isde m eano r. ...  Pena lty

ninety days in county jail,  or fine of $500.00, or both.  1962, 316.

97-21-61.  Warrants on ... county ... treasury.  If any perso n sh all falsely  or fra ud ulently  make, forge, or

alter any writing, being, or p retend ing  to be ... an y o rde r or w arrant ... of any cou nty  ... with  intent to  defrau d ... he sh all

be guilty of forgery.  1942, 2186.



CHAPTER 33.  GAMBLING AND LOTTERIES

97-33-3.  Gambling--penalties on certain officers--penalty for use of public money.   If  any judge

of any  cou rt, or attorney g ene ral or district attorney, or a  con stable, sheriff, or any person charged by law w ith the custody

of public  m on ey , sha ll vio late the provisions of Section 97-33-1 [prohibiting gambling or wagering generally], such person,

so offending, on conviction thereof, shall be fined  $50 0.00 , and b e imprisoned in the  cou nty jail twen ty day s.  In case any

pu blic  officer sh all in any  m anner use or loan pub lic m on ey  in h is ha nd s by  virtue of his  office, in  any gam e, w ager, o r be t,

on conviction thereof, his comm ission shall  thereby be deemed vacated, and the vacancy supplied as in case of death,

resignation, or removal from office.  1942, 2191; 1986, 459.

CHAPTER 37.  WEAPONS AND EXPLOSIVES

97-37-7.  Deadly weapons; persons permitted to carry weapons; bond; permit to carry weapon;
grounds for denying application for permit; required weapons training course.

... A law enforcement officer, as defined in section 45-6-3, and certain others shall  be authorized to carry weapons

in courthouses in  performance of his  off ic ia l duties. This bi ll  shal l in  no w ay  interfere  with the right o f a tria l judge  to

restrict the carrying of firearms in the courtroom.  1998, 472; 2000, 439; 2001, 566; 2002, 577.

TITLE 99.  CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

CHAPTER 1.  GENERAL PROVISIONS

99-1-5.  Time limitation on prosecutions.  
A person shall  not be prosecuted for any  offense, with the  exce ption o f murde r, manslaughter,  aggrava ted  assau lt,

kidnapping, arson, burglary, forgery, counterfeiting, robbery, larceny, rape , em bezzlem ent, ob tain ing  m on ey  or p rop erty

under false pretenses or by fraud, felonious abuse or battery of a child as described in Section 97-5-23, sexual battery of

a child as described in Section 97-3-9(c) or exploitation of children as described in Section 97-5-33, unless the prosecution

for such  offense be c om m enced w ithin two  years  (2) n ex t after  the  com m ission thereof, b ut noth ing  conta ined in  this section

shall bar any  prosecu tion against any person who shall  abscond or flee from justice, or sha ll absen t him self from  this s tate

or out of the jurisdiction of the court,  or so conduct himself that he cannot be found by the o fficers of the law, or that

pro cess canno t be  serv ed  upon  him .

Any  prosecu tions for felonious abuse  or battery of a child as described in Section 97-5-39, touching or handling

a child for lustful purposes as described in Section 97-5-23, sexual battery of a child as described in Section 97-3-95(c) or

exploitation of children as described in Section 97-5-33, shall be comm enced on or before the child's twenty-first birthday.

1912, 261; 1993, 440; 1998, 582.

99-1-7.  Time limitation on prosecutions--commencement of prosecution.  A prosecution may be

comm enced within the meaning of Section 99-1-5 by th e issuance of a warrant,  or by binding over or recognizing the

offender to compel his appearance to answer the offense, as well as by indictment or affidavit .  1942, 2438.

99-1-9.  Time limitation on prosecutions--additional year allowed in certain cases.   1942, 2439.

CHAPTER 3.  ARRESTS

99-3-35.  Reward for arrest and delivery of fleeing killer.  A person who  sha ll arrest an yo ne  who  kills

another and is fleeing, or attempting to flee, before arrest, and shall  deliver him up  for trial,  shall be entitled to the sum of

$100.00 (payable) out of the  treasury o f the  coun ty in which the ho m icide occurred , upon the a llowance  of the circu it court

and the board of supervisors of the county in the manner provided by law.  1910, 187.

99-3-37.  Reward for arrest and delivery of fleeing killer--sheriff and other officers may receive.
The sheriff or other officers who shall arrest anyone who kills another and is fleeing, or attempting to flee, shall be entitled



to the reward provided for in Section 99-3-35 the same as o ther persons , pro vided  the  killing is n ot don e in  the  coun ty in

which the officer making the arrest resides.  1910, 187.

99-3-39.  Rewards for information may be offered by counties, etc.  Boards of supervisors .. . may

... offe r m on etary rewards, the  am ou nt o f which sh all be fixed  by  said  authorities .. . for information leading to the

apprehension of any person subsequently convicted of any crime or misdemeanor comm itted within this state; information

regarding the whereabouts of missing persons; the ascertaining or divulging of any information necessary or helpful for

the governin g o f the  tranqu ility of any .. . county of this state or for any like purpose, provided said reward shall  not exceed

the  sum  of $ 2,500 .00 .  Law enforcement officers or any employee of the county offering such reward or any mem ber of

the immediate family of either are not eligible to receive such rewards.  1970, 345.

CHAPTER 5.  BAIL

99-5-9.  Cash bail bond.  T he su m s received by the county treasurer from any comm itting court in cash for

ba il bond shall  be deposited by him in a special fund to be known as "cash bail  fund," and shall  be received by him subject

to the terms and conditions of the order of the court.  1960, 267.

CHAPTER 9.  PROCESS

99-9-15.  Subpoena to compel attendance of witness from nearby county during term.  . ..  The

sheriff shall  execute the process . ..  but . ..  the court may appoint some  person other than an officer to execute and return such

process  . ..  and who shall be entitled to the sam e fees therefor as the sheriff would b e entitled to for executing the process.

1936, 250.

CHAPTER 13.  INSANITY PROCEEDINGS

99-13-11.  Mental examination of person charged with felony--cost.  W hen the circu it judge  sha ll

order a mental examination of a person charged with a felony, any cost or  expense in  conn ection  therew ith sh all be paid

by the county in which such criminal action is pending.  1960, 262; 1997, 474.

CHAPTER 15.  PRETRIAL PROCEEDINGS

99-15-1.  Conservators of peace--defined.  The judges of the supreme, circuit  and chancery courts and of

the court of appeals are conservators of the peace throughout the state, and each judge of the county court and every justice

of the peace is such within his county.   1942, 2568; 1996, 385.

99-15-15.  Appointment of counsel for indigents.  1971, 490; 1999, 375; 2001, 375.

99-15-17.  Compensation of counsel--amount.  The compensation for counsel for indigents appointed as

provided in Section 99 -15 -15 , sha ll be approved and allowed by  the appropriate judge and in any one case may not exceed

One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for representation in circuit court w he ther on  appeal or orig ina ting  in sa id cou rt.

Provided, however, if sa id case  is no t appealed  to or does not originate in a court of record, the maximum  compensation

shall  not exceed Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) for any one case, the amount of such compensation to be approved by

a judg e of the  chancery cou rt, coun ty court or circuit court in the cou nty w here the case arises.  Provided, however, in a

capital case two attorneys may be appointed, and the compensation may not exceed Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00)

per case.  If the ca se is  appealed  to the sta te su prem e co urt b y cou nsel ap po inted by the judg e, the allo wable fee for services

on appeal sh all not exceed One Thousand D ollars ($1,000.00) per case.  In addition, the judge shall  allow reimbursement

of actual expenses.  The attorney or attorneys so appointed shall itemize the time spent in defending said indigents together

with an itemized statement of expenses of such defense, and shall  present same to the appropriate judge.  The fees and

expenses a s allowed  by  the  appro pria te judg e sh all be paid by the county treasurer out of the general fund of the coun ty

in which the prosecution was comm enced.  1971, 490; 1974, 428; 1980, 444.



99-15-19.  Compensation of counsel--reimbursement of county in certain cases.  1971, 490.

99-15-45.  Change of venue--costs paid by county from which venue is changed.  1942, 2513.

CHAPTER 19.  JUDGMENT, SENTENCE, ETC.

99-19-18.  Mandatory minimum sentence for embezzlement or other unlawful conversion of
public funds.  W hen any person is convicted of a felony or felonies in which public funds in the amount of Ten Thousand

Dollars ($10,000.00) or more were unlawfully taken, obtained or misappropriated, the  sen tence  impo sed  by  the  court sha ll

include a minimum  term of imprisonment of one (1) year in the custody of the Department of Corrections.  Notwithstanding

any other law to the contrary, such mandatory minimum term shall  not be reduced or suspended nor shall such person be

eligible for probation or parole before the expiration of one (1) year of incarceration. 2002, 309.

99-19-35.  Conviction of certain crimes not to practice medicine or hold office.  1942, 2563; 1987,

499.

99-19-45.  Commitment to penitentiary--circuit clerks to furnish commitment papers to secretary
of board of trustees--clerk's fee.  1991, 379; 2002, 624.

99-19-53.  Execution of death sentence--fee of state executioner, etc. paid by county.   1984, 448.

99-19-55.  Execution of death sentence--disposition of body--costs to county.  1984, 448; 1994,

479; 1998, 361.

99-19-65.  Collection of fines, penalties, and list reported.  Th e cle rk o f the  circuit cou rt shall,

imm ediately  after the adjournment of every term, issue execution according to the nature of the case, for all fines, penalties

and forfei tures assessed by the court,  or which shall have accrued to the state or to the county, and remaining due and

unpaid.  Said clerk shall , within thirty days after such adjournment , t ransmit a l ist of such executions to the clerk of the

board of supervisors, etc.   1942, 1562.

99-19-69.  Liability of officers for default as to fines.  1942, 1564.

CHAPTER 27.  INTOXICATING BEVERAGES OFFENSES

99-27-13.  Seized property--certain costs paid into county treasury.  1942, 2619.

99-27-37.  Supervisors may appropriate money to procure evidence of liquor and narcotics
violations.  The amount in each case is not to exceed 1/3 of the fines collected.  1970, 347; 1986, 327.

99-27-39.  Payment by liquor dealers of penalty to state, county or municipality.   1962, 588.

CHAPTER 37. RESTITUTION OF CRIME VICTIMS

99-37-25.  Payment by county of initial medical examination of rape victim; defendant to make
restitution to county.



I N D E X
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ABSTRACT O F TITLES

Provided by supervisors, 19-15-11

ACCIDENTS

Claim s ag ainst co un ty fo r, 19 -13 -53 , et seq.

ACCOUNT BOOKS

Kept in pub lic offices, 97 -21 -1, et seq.

ADM INISTRATIVE OFFICE OF CO URTS

Crea tion , au tho rity and  du ties, 9 -21 -21 , et seq.

Direc tor, duties, 9-21 -9, et seq.

Genera lly, 9 -21 -1, et seq.

ADM INISTRATIVE PROCED URES

Rules for, 25 -43 -1, et seq.

ADM INISTRATOR, COU NTY

Generally, 19-4-1 et seq.

AD VALO REM  TAXES

Advertisement to increase, notice, 27-39-203

Am end m ents to assessm ents, filing of, 27-2 9-5

Ch ang es in asse ssm ents ce rtified to, 27 -29-7

Clerk  pen alized fo r failure to m ake  lists, 27-2 9-9

Clerk to examine report of collector,  27-29-27

Collector's cash book , generally  27 -41 -39 , et seq.

Collector 's report at end of year, 27-29-13

Excess bid in tax sale,  27-41-77

Exemptions and credits, 27-51-41

Failure of collector to report--Suspended, 27-29-25

How  land roll  made up, 27-35-55

Liability of assessor and collector,  27-29-29

Lieu  pay m ent ag reem ents w ith U.S ., 27-37 -3

M ob ile hom es, 2 7-3 5-3 , et seq.

M otor vehicle credit,  27-51-103

No allow ance un til list produced, 27 -29-3

Receipt of T.V.A. lieu tax funds, 27-37-305

Receip ts to be presented with applications for motor

vehicle licenses, 27-19-61

Sa le of land fo r taxes, 2 7-4 1-5 5, et seq.

School maintenance levy separate from bond levy,

27-39-315

Special assessment, 65-19-88

Statement furn ishe d aud itor; paym ent by  collector,

27-29-33

Suits against tax collector for default,  27-29-21

Superv isors to distribute T.V.A. lieu tax, 27-37-307

Su pervisors  to equ alize  rolls; n otice to  taxpayers, 

27-35-83

Tax  collector leav ing o ffice; duties of o fficer,

 sureties, 27-29-31

Tax  collector's repo rt mo nthly; taxes paid o ver,

27-29-11

Tax  Increm ent F inanc ing (TIF), 21 -45-1

AD VALOREM TAXES -- ASSESSMENT

Addition to rolls by assessor,  27-35-153

Assessm ent, generally , 27 -35 -1, et seq.

Assesso r no t to be paid  un less  who le co un ty

 on roll , 27-35-73

Ch ang es in rolls --

Duty of chancery clerk, 27-35-109

Clerk to prepare, fi le completed roll , 27-35-123

Land redeemed or purchased from state assessed,

 27-35-67

Land sold to state assessed, 27-35-63

Pa y o f estim ators, su rveyors, an d app raise rs, 

27-35-103

School lands taxable when leased, 27-35-71

Taxation (this index)

AD VALOREM TAXES -- COLLECTION 

Collection o f, generally  , 27 -41 -1, et seq.

Collection agents,  27-41-15

Collector to assess and  co llect certa in taxes, 

27-41-19

Date of postmark, 25-1-107

Delinquent; when  interest beg ins, 27-4 1-1

Fire truck and fire fighting equipment,  19-9-109

Taxes levied for bon ds, etc., installm ent paym ents,

27-4 1-3

Tax es, when  due , paya ble and co llectible, 27-41 -1

AD VALOREM TAXES -- EXEMPTIONS

Ex em ptions , generally , 27 -31 -1, et seq.

Industrial exemption, 27-31-109

Non pro fit industrial or econ om ic developm ent, 

17-2 1-1

Procedures, 27-31-105

AD VALOREM TAXES -- HOMESTEAD

EXEMPTIONS

App ortionm ent of re imbu rsem ent for tax loss, 

27-33-63

Duty of applicant for,  27-33-31

Hom estead  exem ption, genera lly 27-3 3-1 , et seq.

W hat taxes are ex em pt, 27-33-1

AD VALO REM  TAXES -- INSOLVENCIES

How  insolvencies a llowed, 27 -49-5

If allowed, taxes still collectible, 27-49-9

Report of insolven cies, 27-4 9-1

Report of tax collector to be carefully scrutinized,

27-4 9-7

W hen  insolvencies a llowed, 27 -49-3

AD VALOREM TAXES --  LAND SOLD FOR

TAXES

How  notice se rved  or m ailed– fees, 27-4 3-3

Notice to holder of l iens against property sold for

taxes; fees, 2 7-4 3-5 , et seq.

Redem ption o f land so ld fo r taxes, g enera lly, 

27 -45 -1, et seq.

AD VALO REM  TAXES--LEVIES

Bonds, levy of tax for payment of,  27-39-329



Bonds of bridge and park comm issions, 55-7-35

Bridg es and cu lverts, 65-15-7

Clerk to certify levy of county taxes, 27-39-319

Com munity hospital, 41-13-25

Co unty  library tax, 39 -3-5

Cou nty  park sys tem s, 55 -9-8 1, et seq.

County taxes- when and how levied, 27-39-317

Countywide road tax levy, 27-39-305

Forest acreag e tax--

Supervisors may levy, 49-19-115

General county levy, 27-39-303

Hum an resources agencies, 17-15-11

Libraries, superv isors m ay levy tax fo r, 39-3-3

Poor, support of,  43-31-15

Reappraisal,  levy of tax for payment of,  27-39-325

Road bonds and interest,  65-15-15

Ro ad co nstruction  and  m aintena nce , 65-15 -3

Rub bish  and garbage rem ov al, 19-5 -23 , et seq.

Superv isors may levy tax for emergency medical

service district,  41-59-59

AD VALO REM  TAXES--MOBILE HO MES

Ad valorem  taxes o n, genera lly, 27-5 3-1 , et seq.

Assessment schedule prepared by tax comm ission,

27-53-23

Collection agents,  27-53-17

Collection o f taxes- seizu re fo r no np aym ent,

27-53-17

Prop erty  exempt from mobile home ad valorem tax,

27-53-27

AD VALO REM  TAXES--MOTOR VEHICLES

Ad valorem tax receipts to be presented before road

and bridge privilege licenses issued, 27-51-11

Assessors not required to assess, 27-51-33

By  wh om  taxes are  to be collected, 27 -51-9

Copy of tax levy furnished tax collector,  27-51-13

Liability of tax collector on official bond, 27-51-31

Ow ner may receive credit for taxes paid, 27-51-27

Penalty  for unauthorized delay in paym ent of taxes

27-51-43

W hen tax collector co llects  for m un icipality, 

27-51-29

W ho is liable for, 27 -51-7

ADVERTISING

Resources of coun ty, generally, 17-3 -1 to 17 -3-5

AGED AND INFIRM

Hom es for, M iss Const §262

AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL BOARD

Genera lly, 57-1 -1, et seq.

Indu stry, agriculture p rogram --

Po wers; b on d; se curity, 57-3 -5, et seq.

AID AND ASSISTANCE

Electric power districts,  county aid to,  77-5-169

Fairs, county  aid to, 17 -3-7

AIRPORT AUTH ORITIES

Aircraft- Registration of, 61-15-11

Acquisition, disposition and supp ort of airpo rt

fac ilities, 61-5 -1, et seq.

Genera lly, 61-3 -1, et seq.

Short-term borrowing by, 61-3-60

Tort actions barred, 61-3-83

ALCOH OLIC BEVERAGE TAXES

Genera lly, 27-7 1-1 , et seq.

ALCOHOLICS

Com m itment of a lcoho lics and  dru g add icts, 

41 -31 -1, et seq.

ALTERNATE CO URTHO USES

W hen, permitted, 19-3-44

AMBULANCE SERVICE

Pu blic  am bu lance  serv ice, 4 1-5 5-1 , et seq.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY

Department of, 19-5-67

ANTICIPATION OF TAXES

Borrowing in, 19-9-27

APPEALS

Cou nty  court, 11-5 1-7 9, et seq.

Public officials,  11-51-101

APPOINTED OFFICIALS

Salaries,  25-3-33

APPROPRIATIONS

By board of supervisors l imited, 19-3-59

Under budget law; lapse of,  19-11-25

ARCHIVES AND HISTORY

Local G ove rnm ent R ecords O ffice, 39-5-9

Su pervisors  m ay  coopera te w ith departm ent of, 

39 -5-1 1, et seq.

ARRESTS

Genera lly, 99-3 -1, et seq.

ARTS

General supp ort, 39-15-1

ARTESIAN WELLS

M ay be procured, 19-7-35

ASSESSMENT RO LLS

Assessm ent rates, 27 -35-4

Copying of; compensation for,  25-3-21

How  land roll  made up, 27-35-55

State Tax Comm ission to examine, 27-35-113

Sup ervisors to equalize rolls; notice to taxpaye rs,

27-35-83

ASSESSORS, TAX

Addition to ad valorem tax rolls,  27-35-153

Assessm ent of ad valorem  taxes, g enera lly, 

27 -35 -1, et seq.

Assessors ' and collectors ' conferences, 27-3-59

Bon d; m ay  appo int deputies, 27 -1-1 , et seq.

Bo nd w here a lso tax co llector, 27-1-7

Constitutional provisions for, M iss. Const. §135

Duty of, as to homestead exemption, 27-33-33

Land redeemed or purchased from state assessed,

27-35-67

Liability for failure to assess taxes, 27-29-29

M obile homes; duties as to taxes on, 27-53-1 et seq.

Not required to assess motor vehicles, 27-51-33

Office bud get w here a lso tax co llector, 27-1-9

Salary  wh en h olding  sepa rate office, 25 -3-5

Sc ho ol land  taxab le w hen taxable  when leased, 

27-35-71

State co ntribution to  com pen sation, 25 -3-7



School land taxable when leased, 27-35-71

State co ntribution to  com pen sation, 25 -3-7

Supplemental levy in certain counties, 27-1-32

Tax collectors, also se rvin g as; co m pensation, 

25-3 -3

ATTORNEY GENERAL

Assist district attorney, 7-5-53

Deduction of salary for absence from court,  25-3-57

Justices o f the pea ce training  cou rse, 9-11 -3

M ay advise public officials,  7-5-43

Opinions in writing, 7-5-25

Public officers and employees sued, 7-5-43

Prosecution of white collar crimes, 7-5-54

Represent the state and officers, 7-5-39

ATTORNEY FOR BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Generally, 19-3-47

W here there is no county attorney, 19-3-49

ATTORNEY 'S FEE

In bond issues, 19-3-47

In validation of bond proceedings, 31-13-11

AUDIT, DEPARTMENT OF

Audit,  payment for,  and other services, 7-7-213

Audit of State Auditor, independent,  7-7-216

Creation of department,  7-7-201

Director and assistants; compensation, 7-7-207

Exceptions; how handled, 7-7-217

Genera lly, 7 -7-2 01 , et seq.

Organization of the department,  7-7-203

Payment of costs of audits,  7-7-213

Petty cash funds, 7-7-60

Powers and duties of department, 7-7-211

Publication of synopsis of audits,  7-7-221

Record of exceptions taken, 7-7-217

Report of audits made, 7-7-215

Reports to governor,  7-7-79

Reports to legislature, 7-7-219

Surety bonds of employees, 7-7-205

Travel expenses of employees, 7-7-209

AUDIT OF COUNTY BOOKS

Special, 7-1-51

AUDITOR, COUNTY

County Auditor (this index)

AUDITOR OF PUBLIC ACCO UNTS

Accounts to be kept with counties,  districts,  7-7-55

C laim s docket, ac tion  against cle rk fo r failu re to

keep, 19-13-27

Em bezzlem ent by  public  officer o r em ployee, 

7-7-73

Examination of records of public officers, 7-7-71

Examination of records of various boards, 7-7-69

Fiscal officers, action against, 7-7-67

Genera lly, 7 -7-1 , et seq.

Limitation of time for payment of warrants,  7-7-42

Not to issue warrant to state 's debtor, 7-7-43

Report,  officers failure to,  7-7-218

Satellite offices, 7-7-202

Settlement and accounting for monies collected;

reports , 7-7 -77 , et seq.

Single audit , 7-7-214

Suits by state auditor,  7-7-75

To  receive all m on ies fo r depo sit in sta te trea sury, 

7-7-15

AUTOPSIES

Fees of physician and chemist, 41-37-15

Interment expenses, payment of,  41-37-17

Ph ysician  and chem ist m ay  be  sub po enaed, 

41-37-21

* * * B * * *

BAIL

Appe aranc e bo nd fees, 83-3 9-1

Cash ba il bond , 99-5-9

Duties of sheriff, 19-25-67

BAILIFFS

Riding; compensation, 19-25-31

BALLOTS

Elections (this index)

BANKS

Cou nty  depo sitorie s; ba nk s qu alify ing  as, 

27-105-303

Deposits and Depositories (this index)

Required to accept checks to county, 27-105-369

BEEF AND DA IRY BOYS AND GIRLS

County buildings for clubs of,  19-5-69

BIDS AND BIDDING

Bonds and securities, 31-19-25

Con trac ts (this index)

Fees for advertising for, 25-7-65

Garbag e and  rubb ish dispo sal plants, 17 -5-7

Generally, 31-7-13

Highw ays and stree t --

Adve rtising fo r bids --

M achinery and equipment, 65-7-95

W ork  on  public  roads , 65 -7-8 5, 

65-7-95

Board of supervisors have control of, 65-19-61

Construction and maintenance of,  65-19-53

Em ergency  repair o f roa ds  and b ridg es, 

65-19-63

M achinery  and equ ipm ent for w ork ing  roads , 

19-13-17, 65-7-95

Road con trac t work  upon  com petitive b ids, 

65-7-95

State aid roads, 65-9-15, 65-9-19, 65-9-21

W ork ing  public  roads , advertising  for b ids, 

65-7-95

Ports and h arbo rs --

Cou nty  po rt com m ission, 59-7 -20 5, et seq.

Public contracts, generally, Miss.  Const.  §107

Public Purchases (this index)

Pu blic  pu rchases, req uirem ents rela ting  to, genera lly

31-7-13

Pu blic  work s, co ntracts b y cou nties for, 19 -13 -9, 



et seq.

Reprod uction  of county  record s, 19-15-3

Truck hire, contracts by counties for,  19-13-13

BIENVILLE RECREATIONAL DISTRICT

Distribution of funds, 55-19-49

Genera lly, 55-1 9-1 , et seq.

BOARD OF COMM ISSIONERS

Appointed by board of supervisors,  19-3-105

Terms, general powers and duties,  19-5-167

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Aband on m ent of ro ad , hearing, notice, etc ., 

65-7-121

Abstracts of t it les provided, 19-15-11

Adve rtising re sources; kind  perm itted, 17-3-3

Ad valorem, purchase, operation and m aintenance

of fire trucks, 19-9-109

Agricultural premiums may be offered, 19-5-53,

et seq.

Allowance or other disposition of claims, 19-13-31

Allowances, certain unlawful, 19-13-33

Am bulan ce, pu blic, service, 41 -55-1

Animal husbandry, department of, 19-5-67

Animals running at-large; control of,  19-5-50

App eals to circuit court from  decisions of, 11-51-75

Appropriations of county funds made on ly to objects

authorized by law, 19-3-59

Arch ives an d records  m anagem ent, 25-59 -1, et seq.

Artesian wells may be procured, 19-7-35

Assessment of taxes may be appealed, 11-51-77

Big B lack R iver Basin D istrict, 51-17 -1

Billing system; collection of fees, 19-5-18

Board of comm issioners,  generally, 19-3-105

Bo nd an d interest funds –

Surplus invested, 19-9-29

M ay buy bonds from, 19-9-25

Bo nd to  be ex ecu ted, 19 -3-5

Bon ds and bon d issues; pu rpo ses  enum era ted , 

19-9 -1

Bo nds  --

M aturities,  interest and signatures, 19-9-19

Notice o f intention to  issue, 19-9 -11 , et seq.

Of road o r supe rvisors districts, 19-9-3

Proceeds not to be diverted, 19-9-21

Transfer of residue of, 19-9-23

Books and bookcases for courtroom, 19-7-25

Borrowing in anticipation of taxes, 19-9-27

Boundaries, alteration, 23-15-283

Bounty on beaver, nutria, and bobcats, 19-5-51

Bud ge t law s, ge nerally , 19 -11 -5, et seq.

Bu ilding co des, ad option  of, 19-5 -9

Cattle killed or injured in dipping process, 19-5-13

Cem eter ies, m ain tenance of ro ads or  driv ew ays, 

19-3-75

Cem eteries, location o f private fam ily, 41-43 -1

Claims against county, presentation of, 19-13-23

Clerical erro r in minutes, ho w correc ted, 19 -13-9

Clerk  of bo ard --

To apportion paym ent between m unicipalities

  and taxing districts, 27-35-519

Clerk  of Board  of Su perv isors (this index)

Cold  storage p lan ts in certa in cou nties, 19 -5-7 5, 

et seq.

Com ptroller, 19-3-61

Conservators of peace in their counties,  19-3-39

Con trac ts (this index)

Contracts for professional services, 19-3-69

Con vention bureaus in certa in cou nties, 17 -3-2 1, 

et seq.

Co unsel --

Employment of, 19-3-47

W here there is no county attorney, 19-3-49

Cou nty  adm inistra tor; m ay  em ploy, 19-4 -1, et seq.

Co unty  barns and  shop s, 19-7 -1

Co unty  cou rts; may  establish, 9-9 -3

Cou nty  ex tension  departm ent; may  establish , 

19-5-63

County fire coordinator, 19-3-71

County homes and farms; lease of,  19-5-49

County-owned vehicles to be marked, 25-1-87

County pounds for control of animals, 19-5-50

Co urthouse --

To be furnished, 19-7-23

W hen one is not available,  19-3-43

Yard; maintenance of,  19-7-29

Co urthouse and jail --

Erection or renovation, 19-7-11

Dead  bod ies, unclaim ed; disposition of, 41 -39-5

Defective bridges, causeways and cu lverts; damages

and injuries,  19-13-51

Dipping process; claims for damages, 19-13-49

Diseased livestock; compensation for destruc tion of,

19-5-11

Districts a nd  boun daries; e lectio n, 19-3 -1, et seq.

Dogs ; purch ase an d up keep of, 19 -5-3

Donations for patriotic and charitable uses, 19-5-93

Draining right-of-way over private property, 65-7-63

Driveways an d park ing  lots o f no n-p rofit 

organizations, maintenance of,  19-3-42

Duties an d pow ers o f the  board  of sup erv isors, 

27-33-37

Duties as to ad valorem taxes when collector leaving

office, 27-29-31

Econom ic develop m ent districts, 19-5-99, 19-9-107,

19-9-111

Educational programs for clerks, 19-3-77

Election s --

Duties and authority regarding, 23-15-259

M ay be ordered, 19-3-55

Eligibility for office, 19 -3-3

Eminent domain, 19-5-179, et seq.



Epidemics; comm on graves for livestock, 19-5-15

Equalize tax rolls,  27-35-83

Equipment- lend/lease to other counties or

municipalit ies, 17-5-15

Expenditures last year of term limited, 19-11-27

Expenditures to be kept within budget, 19-11-15

Experiment stations; may support,  19-5-71

Fairs; appropriations for,  17-3-7, 19-9-101

Farmers markets in certain counties,  19-5-73

Feeble-minded; temporary care of,  41-21-43

Fire ant control,  securing funds, 19-9-99

Fire departments; aid to, 19-5-95

Fire protection districts,  19-3-73;

Grading districts, 19-5-215, 19-5-217

Agreem ent with or aid of state or federal

government,  19-5-241

Fire trucks and equipment; may buy, 19-5-97

Garbage an d ru bb ish d ispo sal; tax levy  for, 

19 -5-2 3, et seq.

Golden  Age  Nurs ing  Hom es, 1 9-5 -31 , et seq.

Graphic  info rm ation sy stem , 25 -58 -1, et seq.

Harrison C oun ty --

M eetings in, 19-3-15

Tax levy in second district , 19-9-117

Highways, Bridges, and Ferries (this index)

Hom e demonstration display rooms, 19-5-65

Hom e for aged, infirm, M iss, Const. §262

Hospital building comm issions, 19-5-41

Index of certain court record s, 19-15-7

Instructions from Tax Com mission, 27-35-117

Insurance  on coun ty prop erty, 19-7 -7

Interment expenses following autopsies, 41-37-17

Jail, exam ination o f, every th ree m onths, 19-5 -1

Jails, joint construc tion of, 17 -5-1

Janitors may be employed, 19-7-13

Judge hearing election contest;  expenses, 23-15-939

Junior beef boys and girls; building for, 19-5-69

Jurisdiction and powers; generally, 19-3-41

Justice court clerk appointed, 9-11-27

Juvenile residential treatment centers,  19-5-101

Law libraries in certain counties, 19-7-31

Lease  of m ineral lan ds , 17 -9-1 , et seq.

Length of meetings; recesses, 19-3-17

Liability; how m embers may avoid, 19-13-39

Libraries; m ay es tablish, 39-3 -1

Lim itation o f bon ded  indeb tedne ss, 19-9 -5

Local planning comm ission; compensation, 17-1-11

Lum ber and perso na l pro perty; c laim s for,  19-13-25

M ay appropriate money to procure evidence of

liquor and narcotics violations, 99-27-37

M ay expend funds for civil defense, 33-15-23

M ay join  in statewide plan  to prom ote trade , 17-3-5

M ay reg ulate zoning  and  plann ing, 17 -1-3

M edica l service d istrict; may levy  tax for 

maintenance of,  41-59-59

M edical serv ices ; em ergency , 41 -59 -1, et seq.

M eetings, place for, designated, 19-3-43

M em ber m ust reside in district which he  serves,

M iss. Const. §170

M em bersh ip in  na tional an d sta te organizations , 

19-3-65

M ental illness and  retarda tion  fac ilities, 41-1 9-3 1, 

et seq.

M inutes of;  what to contain; signing of, 19-3-27

M isuse of funds, 19-9-21

M ovable homes, 75-49-21

Navigation projects with U.S. government, 19-5-91

N o au tho rity excep t that expre ssly  granted, M iss.

Const. §170

Noncom pliance with unit system, 19-2-12

Office clerks; employment of, 19-3-31

Oil severance tax  for p erm anen t impro vem ents, 

19-7-37

Old Age Assistance Contribution, 43-9-47

Organ izational m eeting, 19-3-7

Pauper insane, care and maintenance, 19-5-43

Payments for public work; how made, 19-13-15

Penitentiaries, construction of,  19-7-41

Perso nal pro perty o f county; dispo sal of, 19-7 -5

Photostating or recording equipment for clerk,

 19-1 5-5

Plant diseases and pests; may  make appropriation to

fight, 69-25-1

Pow er of b oard to  adop t, mod ify, alter or repeal

orders, 19-3-40

Presiding officer; absence of, 19-3-21

Private property; cleaning, 19-5-105

Private roads and driveways, maintenance, 19-3-42

Privileges of mem bers; exemptions, 19-3-37

Proceedings to be published in full , 19-3-33

Public health buildings and clinics, 19-5-47

Publishing  of proceed ings --

Cum ulative method, 19-3-35

Quorum for meetings, 19-3-23

Radio stations  for law  enfo rcem ent, 19 -5-5

Real estate --

M ay b e acq uired, 19 -7-1

Not used  for cou nty purpo ses, when , 19-7-3

Record  boo ks m ay b e rebo und , 19-15 -9

Records --

Destruction  of old, 19-15 -3

Prese rvation o f, 19-15 -1

Reprod uction  of, 19-1 5-3

Regional planning comm issions, 17-1-29

Regular m eetings --

In counties having two court districts,  19-3-13

In counties with one judicial district,  19-3-11

Rem ov al of sites  of g ov ernm ent in em ergencies , 



17 -7-1 , et seq.

Repairs of road equipment,  19-13-21

Resident freeholder, M iss. Const. §176

Resources of coun ty, may ad vertise, 17-3 -1

Ro ads- jurisdiction , 65-7-1

Ro ads- o fficial map , 65-7-4

Ro ad eq uipm ent --

Purchases of;  cash or installment,  19-13-17

Repairs of,  19-13-21

Ru bbish  and  garbage  disposal system s --

Generally, 19-5-17

How  financed, 19-5-21

Salaries --

Based on assessed valuation o f coun ties, 

25-3-13, 25-3-15

W hen and how payable, 25-3-17

Sales  of surp lus m aterials, 17-13 -1

School bus turnarounds, 19-3-42

Sch ool cro ssing g uards, ma y em ploy , 19-5-7

Severance taxes, oil, for perm anen t improvem ents,

19-7-37

Sheltered workshops in certain counties,  19-5-45

Sheriff to attend all  meetings of, 19-3-25

Soil and water conservation district,  19-9-113

Soil survey maps and land classifications, 19-9-105

Special and adjourned meetings, 19-3-19

State parks; may convey land for,  19-7-21

Stationery, etc.,  for court reporters,  9-13-23

Streets in municipalit ies; may construct and 

maintain, 65-7-85

Surety bonds, may no t require particular

vendor(s), 31-5-35

Surplus road equipment may be purchased,

19-13-19

Su rveys  and app raisa ls of  land authorized , 

25-35-101

Tag ging  of county  m otor ve hicles, 19 -7-9

Tax collector may give additional bond, 19-9-115

Tax exemptions; tax revenues lost,  19-5-19

Tax  levies --

Ad V alorem T axes -- Levies (this index)

Bo nds  and  interest, 19-9-9

Local planning, 17-1-37

Reimbursement, 19-5-25, 19-5-27

Tax  rolls; to equalize; notice to taxpayers,

27-35-83

Traveling expenses of supervisors,  19-3-67

Unauthorized  appro pria tions, pe na lty fo r, 

19-13-35

Use  of county  volunteer fire departm en t fund,

83-1-39

Venereal disease; to provide information 

rela tive  to tes ting  and treatm ent for, 

41-23-30

W ar veterans; assistance to, 35-3-21

Unclaim ed b odies , disposition o f, 41-39 -5

Vocationa l and technical ed ucationa l cen ters, 

19-9-114

W aste water disposal system ordinances, 41-67-15

W ater  contro l, 19-5-9 2.1

W ater mains, payment for laying certain, 19-5-29

W ater, sew er, garbage d ispo sal, and  fire pro tection

distric ts, 19 -5-1 51 , et seq.

W aterwork s an d se wage d ispo sal sys tem s, 17 -5-3 , 

et seq.

W ildfires,  order to prevent burning, 49-19-351

W itnesses m ay  be  sub po enaed, 19-3 -51 , et seq.

W ork stations, supervisors may establish, 65-7-91

Youth activities; promotion of, 19-5-89

BOND AND INTEREST FUNDS

M ay buy bonds from, 19-9-25

Surplus of;  may be invested, 19-9-29

BONDS, BOND ISSUES, AND SECURITIES

Accep tance  of refun ding  bon ds, 31 -15-9

Acqu isition o f property, bon ds by  cou nties, 19-9 -1

Agricultural pro duc ts, coun ty bond issu e for 

establish m ent for p rocess ing , selling, 19-5 -75 , 

et seq.

Allowance for re m ittanc e to  paying agent,  31-19-11

Attorney's fees in bond issues, 19-3-47

Balan ce  of p roceeds  of cou nty  bond s, tran sfer  of, 

19-9-23

Bo nde d de bt limitation, 19 -9-5

Cold  storage plants, county bond issue for,  19-5-75,

et seq.

Com munity hospitals;  election, 41-13-19

Cou nties, ge nerally , 19 -9-1 , et seq.

Courthouse, bonds for, authorized, 19-9-1(a)

Debt Limitation (this index)

Details of cou nty bond s, 19-9 -7

Em ergency expen ditures, cou nty notes for, 19-11-21

Gasoline tax  in payment of road  bon d issues, 65-15-9

Genera lly, 31-1 3-1 , et seq.

Investment of certain funds derived from sale of

bon ds, 31 -19-5

Joint jails of cou nties and  m unicipalities, bon ds for,

17-5-1(1)

Libraries, county bonds for public, 19-9-1(c)

M aturities,  interest and signatures, 19-9-19

Negotiable  no tes, unifo rm  sys tem  for issuance , 

17 -21 -51 , et seq.

Notice of intention to  issue, 19-9 -11 , et seq.

Pay ing ag ent county  bon ds an d co upo ns, 31 -19-9

Payment of county bonds and coupons at maturity,

31-1 9-9

Payment of drainage district  bonds, 31-19-13

Pe na lty on officials for violation of pub lic  debt law ,

31-1 9-3

Proceeds not to be diverted, 19-9-21



Pu blic  Deb ts (this index)

Pu rpose s enu m erated, 19-9-1

Records, reports, reco rding  cou nty bond s, 19-9 -7

Refund ing  bond s; ge nerally , 31 -15 -1, et seq.

Rem edy o f bo nd ho lders fo r failu re to  pay bon ds , 

31-19-15

Residue of bond proceeds, transfer of,  19-9-23

Road machinery and equipment, not for, 19-13-17

Ro ad o r supe rvisors districts, 19-9-3

Sale of bonds to be advertised, 31-19-25

Serial pa ym ent bo nds  only  m ay b e issued , 31-19 -1

Superv isors districts, bond s of, 19-9 -3

Tax  levy fo r retirement of bo nds , 19-9-9

Transfer of residue of bond issue, 19-9-23

Unifo rm  sys tem  for issuance , 19 -9-1 , et seq.

Validation o f pu blic  bond s, 31 -13 -1, et seq.

BONDS OF OFFICIALS

Surety Bonds (this index)

Bon ds, perform ance and paym ent; generally , 

31-5-51

BOOKCASES

Courtrooms, county to provide for,  19-7-25

BOOKKEEPER

Federal programs, for, 19-3-61

BOOKS AND BO OKCA SES

Courtroom, provided for,  19-7-25

BOOKS OF ACC OUNTS

To  be  kept in  public  offices, 9 7-2 1-1 , et seq.

BORROW ING IN ANTICIPATION OF TAXES

Generally, 19-9-27

BOUNTY

On beaver, nutria and bobcats, 19-5-51

BRIBERY

Disqualification from holding office, 97-11-13

Of pu blic  offic ials, 97-1 1-1 1, et seq.

BRIDGE AND PARK COMM ISSIONS

Co unty an d m unicipal recreational facilities,

55 -9-1 , et seq., 57-7-3

Imposition of tax levy for payment of bonds of

bridge and park comm issions, 55-7-35

BRIDGES

Highways, Bridges, and Ferries (this index)

BUDGET O F COUNTY

Accounts,  uniform system of,  19-11-13

Adoption of final budget,  19-11-11

Appropriations, lapse of,  19-11-25

Assesso r and  tax co llector, 27-1-9

Auditor o f pub lic accou nts --

Fo rm of bu dge t to be prescribed  by, 19-11 -9

Borrowing by county for emergency 

expenditures exceeding, 19-11-21

Claim s aga inst county --

Official bond of supervisor or other

official as liable for causing delay in

presenting,  19-11-25

Clerk  of bo ard o f supe rvisors --

Accounts to be kept by, 19-11-13

M onthly report of,  19-11-23

Com munity hospitals,  41-13-47

Contents and approval of final budget,  19-11-11

Delay in presenting claims, 19-11-25

Emergency expenditures, 19-11-21

Exceed ing budg et, 19-11 -15 --

Emergency expenditures, 19-11-21

Revision of budget,  validation by, 19-11-19

Expen diture of funds  --

Generally, 19-11-15

Kept within budget, 19-11-15

Expenditures for last year of term limited, 19-11-27

Final budget,  19-11-11

Fiscal year – 

Clos ing o f boo ks an d acc oun ts at end o f,

19-11-25

Generally, 19-11 -5

Lapse of appropriations at end of, 19-11-25

Form of, 19-1 1-9

Genera lly, 19-1 1-1 , et seq.

Lapse of appropriations under, 19-11-25

Last year of term of supervisors,  limitation on 

expenditures during, 19-11-27

M inutes of board  of supervisors, order spread upon,

19-11-11

M onthly report of clerk, 19-11-23

Port authority or comm ission, 59-7-131, 59-9-27

Prep aration o f annual bu dge t, 19-11 -7, 19-1 1-9

Publication o f annual bu dge t, 19-11 -7

Revision of,  19-11-19, 19-11-21 

Sa laries an d a llow ances to b e included in  budg et, 

25-3-29

Sheriff's department,  budgeting of, 19-25-13

Uniform system of accounts to be kept,  19-11-13

Veterans assistance by county boa rds not to be

charged against,  35-3-21

W arrants for expe nditures  --

Emergency expenditures, 19-11-21

W elfare, budgeting of expenditures of county 

department of, 43-1-11

BUILDING CODES

Adop tion of, by  autho rities, 19-5 -9

BULLETIN BOARDS

Provided for legal notices, 19-7-27

BULLS

Breeding maintenance by cer tain  counties,  69-5-121

BUREAU OF POLLUTION CONTROL

Appeals,  17-17-45



* * * C * * *

CANALS

County port and harbor bonds for, 59-9-37

CASH BAIL BOND

Generally, 99-5-9

CASH BOOK

Tax  Co llectors and  Assessors (this index)

CATTLE DIPPING PRO CESS

Dam ages, in, 19-13-49

CELLULAR TELEPH ONES

Ordinance prohibited, 63-3-212

CEM ETERIES

Confederate graves, counties may provide for care 

of, 19-5-93(a)

M ain tenance  and repa ir of, in  cer tain  coun ties, 

19-7-39

Title to be vested in county, 19-7-39

CENTRAL PUR CHASE SYSTEM

Audit reports;  certified public accountant, 31-7-115

Aud it, state department of,  to  design forms and

systems, 31-7-113

Bids, procedure on, 31-7-105

Enforcement of purchase laws, 31-7-127

Genera lly, 31-7 -10 1, et seq.

Inventory control,  31-7-107

Purchase clerk --

Appointment; compensation, 31-7-119

Responsibili ty,  31-7-103

Purposes for which required, 31-7-101

Receiving reports required, 31-7-109

Records, custody of, 31-7-111

CHANCELLORS

Authorized to assign cases, etc. 9-9-36

Office allowance for, 9-1-36

CHANCERY CLERK

Acts clerks m ay p erform  at any  time, 9-5 -141  -- 

generally, 9-5-131 to 9-5-171

Bill  of costs made and filed, 11-53-65

Bo nd issu es, duties as to , 31-13 -5

Bonds of, 9-5-131

Clerk of board of supervisors,  Miss.  Const.  §170

Co llection of taxe s --

Tax  Co llectors and  Assessors (this index)

Co unty  aud itor, functions a s --

County Auditor (this index)

Cou nty  treasurers, to pe rform  duties o f, 27-105-343

Depu ties and a ssistants --

Appointing deputies, 9-5-133

Fee s and  com pen sation, 25 -3-23 , 25-7-9

Destruction of old court records, 9-5-171

Dup licate  tax  receip t book s, failu re o f du ty as to, 

97-11-45

Excess receipts, ad valorem taxes, 27-39-323

Fee s of --

Bonds required to be made by chancery clerk,

25-7-43

Collection of delinquent taxes, 25-7-21(4)

Deputy clerk, 25-3-23, 25-7-9, 25-7-10

Generally, 25-7-1 , 25-7-9

Limitation (cap), 9-1-43

M ineral documentary tax, 27-31-85

Redem ption o f land so ld fo r taxes, 2 7-4 3-3 , 

27-43-11

Ho w n otice to own er of land sold for taxes 

served -- Fees, 27-4 3-3

Index of certain court record s, 19-15-7

Liability as to fines collected, 11-7-221

Lis pende ns, 11 -47-1 , 11-47 -3

Newspaper to be subscribed for,  9-5-167

Notice to ho lder of liens agains t land so ld for 

taxes--

Fe es, 2 7-4 3-5 , et seq.

Notice to ow ners o f land so ld for taxes, 27-43-1

Photostating and photorecording equipment under

con trol of, 19-15 -5

Records and papers subject to inspection, 9-5-169

Redem ption o f land so ld fo r taxes; g enera lly, 

27 -45 -1, et seq.

Removal of court fi les from office of, 9-5-165

Report to State Auditor 's Office, 9-1-45

Salaries of deputies in certain counties, 25-3-23

Securities of cou nty  depo sitory  to be deposited with,

27-1 05-3 15--

See Clerk  of Board  of Su perv isors (this index)

See County Auditor (this index)

Training Requirements, 9-5-132

CHANCERY CO URTS

Bill  of costs made and filed, 11-53-65

Bond of chancery clerk, 9-5-131

Clerk's record subject to inspection, 9-5-169

Clerk to attend court and keep minutes, 9-5-135

Deputy chancery clerks; how appointed, 9-5-133

Destruction of old court records, 9-5-171

Generally, 9-5-1

Jurisdiction of chancery court,  9-5-81 

Newspaper subscribed for,  9-5-167

Office allowance for cha ncellors and circuit judges,

9-1-36

Other duties of clerk, 9-5-137

Rem oval of court fi les from office of clerk, 9-5-165

Reporte r; qu alifica tions, 9-13 -1, et seq.

Stationery allowance, 9-1-37

CHARITIES AND CHA RITABLE

ORGANIZATIONS

Counties, donations by, 19-5-93

CHECK S MAD E TO COU NTIES

Banks required to accept,  27-105-369



CHICKASAW SCHOOL LANDS

Sale price, 29-1-63

CH ICKASA W TRAIL ECON OM IC

DEVELOPMENT COMPACT, 57-36 -1

CIRCUIT CLERKS

Allowance for deputies where  two districts, 25-7-15

Allowances of court;  list  of,  9-7-129

Bill  of costs made and filed, 11-53-65

Collection o f fine s, pe na lties, and  list reported, 

99 -19 -65 , et seq.

Collection of fines, penalties, etc. , 11-7-217

Co nvicts --

To prepare and maintain list of, 23-15-151

County courts;  duties and fees in,  9-9-29

County office hours, 25-1-99

County registrar 's compensation, 23-15-225

Depu ty clerks --

Fees and allowances, 25-7-13, 25-7-15

How  appointed, 9-7-123

Temporary deputies,  9-7-124

In certain counties, 9-7-125

Remuneration, 9-7-126

Fee s --

Genera lly, 25-7 -13 , et seq.

Limitation (cap), 9-1-43

Furn ish comm itment papers to  penitentiary officers,

99-19-45

Jury fee book to be kept,  9-7-131

Jury tax collected, 9-7-133

Jury tax list reported, 9-7-135

Law  library of co unty  --

Duties as to additional costs for, 19-7-31

Liability as to fines collected, 11-7-221

Oath of office and bond, 9-7-121

Office allowance for circuit judges and  chanc ellors,

9-1-36

Penalty for failure to send up, 97-11-15

Records --

Failure to keep; penalty, 97-11-37

Report to State Auditor 's Office, 9-1-45

To  receive docke t of outgoing justice  of the peace , 

9-11-25

Training, continuing education of clerk, 9-7-122

W ages, salaries, and o ther com pen sation --

Deputy clerks, 9-7-125

Fe es, supra

Jury tax on fee boo k, duties of  clerk as to, 

9-7-131, 9-7-133

CIRCUIT COURTS

Allowances --

Clerks to make lists of,  9-7-129

Appeal to,  from board of supervisors, 11-51-75

Appeals from tax assessments, 11-51-77

Autopsies; physician and chemist may be

 subpoenaed in criminal cases, 41-37-21

Bill  of costs made and filed, 11-53-65

Circuit Clerk; oath of office; bond, 9-7-121

Clerks to make lists of allowance, 9-7-129

Clerk  to repo rt list of case s subject to  jury  tax , 

9-7-135

Clerk to keep jury fee book, 9-7-131

Collection of fines, penalties, etc. , 11-7-217

Deduction of salary  for absence from court, 25-3-57

Deputy circuit  clerks in certain counties,  9-7-125

Depu ty clerks --

How  appointed, 9-7-123

Temporary, 9-7-124

Remuneration, 9-7-126

Disposal of certain case files,  etc.,  9-7-128

District a ttorney , office operating a llow ance for, 

25-3 1-8

Grand jury –

Adjournment to a day; pay, 13-5-53

M ay examine all county offices, 13-5-57

To examine tax collector's books, 13-5-59

To inspect jail,  13-5-55

Juries and  jury  com m issioners, 13-5 -2, et seq.

Jurisdiction of circuit  courts; generally, 9-7-81

Jury tax imposed and collected, 9-7-133

Liability  of o ffice rs fo r de fau lt as to fines, 11-7-221

Office allowance for circuit judges and  chanc ellors,

9-1-36

Office  opera ting  allowance for d istrict a ttorneys, 

25-3 1-8

Rem edy aga inst o ffice r in re ference to  fines, 

11-7-219

Reporte r; qu alifica tions, etc ., 9-13-1 , et seq.

Statutory allowance, etc. , 9-1-37

Subpoena to com pel attendance o f witness, 99-9-15

To pass on public accounts, 25-31-15

W itness fees in criminal cases, 25-7-57

CIVILIAN DEFEN SE

Em ergency use  of s tate  or local personnel equipment

authorized, 33-15-49

Funds to pay expenses of organization, 33-15-23

Local civil defense organization, 33-15-17

CIVIL LAW

Relationship as computed by rules of,  1-3-71

CLAIM DOCKETS

Ch ancery clerk as destroying board of supervisors'

claim dockets, 9-5-171

C LA IM S

Accidents, e tc., 19 -13 -53 , et seq.

Appeal to Circuit Court for payment, 19-13-31

Filing and paying of claims, 19-13-29

Filing on o r be fore  last w ork ing  day in  m on th, 

19-13-29

How  allowed or otherwise disposed of, 19-13-31

How  presented, 19-13-23



Lumber and personal property, 19-13-25

Unauthorized or il legal;  penalty for,  19-13-35

Unlawful,  not to be allowed, 19-13-33

CLAIMS AGAINST COUNTY

Am endment of,  19-13-23

Appeal to circuit  court for rejection of,  19-13-31

Assignment of warrants for payment of, 19-13-43

Bill of lad ing  for a rticles  sold  to accom pany , 

19-13-25

Com pensation of clerk as affected by fa ilure  to

perform duties as to, 19-13-29

Continuances, 19-13-23, 19-13-31

Cou nty  attorney, approval of accoun ts ag ainst co un ty

by, 19-23-11

Defective b ridges --

Dam ages allowable, 19-13-51, 19-13-55

Payment of claim, 19-13-55

Presentation and itemization of claim, 19-13-53

Publication or posting of notice of pendency of

claim, 19-13-53

Delivery of articles sold, showing of,  19-13-25

Disposition o f claims , 19-13 -31 to 1 9-13 -39 --

Certain allowances unlawful,  19-13-33

Liability  of sup erv isors for illegal allo wance, 

19-13-39

Livestock killed or injured in dipp ing process,

19-13-49

Pe na lty fo r un au tho rized app rop riations , 

19-13-35

Printing for county, bills for, 19-13-117

Statione ry and  office sup plies for county , bills

for,  19-13-117

Dock et of claim s, 19-13-27  --

Signature by president of board, 19-13-31

Verification of correctness by president of

board, 19-13-31

Excessive  am oun t --

Allowance of claim for,  19-13-33

Issuance of warrant for, 19-13-33

Fee s, claim fo r, 25-7-7

Hom estead exemption law, extension of time for

payment of claims under,  19-11-25

Judg m ents against co un ty, entry  on  claim s do cket,

19-13-27

Num bering of claims, 19-13-29

Pay m ent of claim s --

Defective brid ges, etc . , claims for injuries due

to, 19-13-55

Duties of clerk as to,  generally, 19-13-29

Printing for county, bills for, 19-13-117

Stationery, office supplies,  bills for, 19-13-117

Perso nal liability --

Docket of claim s, liability of clerk for failure

to keep, 19-13-27

Illegal allowance of claim , liability of 

supervisors for,  19-13-39

Receipt for articles sold to accompany, 19-13-25

Registration of warrants for payment of,  19-13-45

Road  machinery or eq uipm ent, claim s for repa irs

to, 19-13-21

Timely payment, interest assessed, 31-7-305

W arrants - -

Assignment of, 19-13-43

Excessive amount, issuance for,  19-13-33

Fu nd  against w hich a llow ed  to be sh ow n on, 

19-13-29

Generally, 19-13-43

Num ber of claim shown on, 19-13-29

Printed b lanks  for, sup erv isors to fu rnish, 

19-13-41

Priority for payment,  19-13-45

Registration of, 19-13-45

CLA SSIFICATIO N OF CO UNTIES - 25-3 -1

CLERICAL ERROR IN MINUTES

Co rrection o f, in minutes, 19 -13-9

CLERK OF BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Abstrac ts of ti tle of land in  cou nty, keeping  record

of, 19-15-11

Ad valorem  tax  roll to  be  prepared  and filed, 

27-35-123

Allowance for copying assessment rolls,  25-3-21

Appeal, duties as to, 11-51-75, 11-51-77

Artesian wells on county property, duty to contract

for,  19-7-35

Assessm ents, lists o f am endm ents, 27 -29 -5, et seq.

Auditor o f county --

County Auditor (this index)

Bo nds  of counties, du ties as to --

Countersignature, 19-9-19

Notice of election, 19-9-13

Pay m ent of bond s and  cou pon s, 31-19-9

Ro ad m achinery and eq uipm ent purchases,

bonds for, 19-13-17

Stam ping  of bo nd issu es va lidated un der 

statutory p rovision s, 31-13-9

Boo ks and records , preserv ation and  keep ing  of, 

19-3-27

Bounty on beaver, nutria, and bobcats, fil ing 

she riff 's receip t for ta il of anim al as  basis for

payment, 19-5-51

Bud ge t of C ou nty (this index)

Certificate  as to correctness of charges and credit of

tax co llector, 27-29 -7

Ch ancery clerk as c lerk of b oard, M iss. C on st. §170

Circu it court clerk --

Allow ances ag ainst co un ty treasu rer, list o f, 

9-7-129

Fines to be settled with, 11-7-217

Jury  fee or tax, duties in regard to, 9-7-131, 9-7-135



Claim s A gainst C ou nty  (this index)

Changes in ad valorem tax rolls,  duty as to,

 27-35-109

Claims against county presented to, 19-13-23

Claims; how allowed or disposed of,  19-13-31

Clerk pro tempore; when appointed, 19-3-29

Constitutional provisions for, M iss. Const. §170

Co unty  aud itor, clerk is, 19-17 -1

Fee s --

Retirement system, emp loyer contributions for

certain  fee  pa id pub lic office rs, 

25-11-125

Sheriffs, 25-7-19

Tax collector, item ized  statem ent of fees, 

25-7-21

Hom estead exemptions, duties as to, 27-33-35

Inv en tory  of p erso na l pro perty; c laim s ag ainst 

county, 19-13-25

Justice  of p eace  reporting fin es and  pena lties, 

9-11-19

Lu m ber and perso na l pro perty; c laim s ag ainst 

county, 19-13-25

M eetings of board in office of,  19-3-11, 19-3-13

M inutes of board to be kept;  signed, 19-3-27

M onthly report of budgetary situation, 19-11-23

Oath to be taken in certain settlements, 19-13-47

Pen alty for failure to m ake  tax lists, 27-29-9

Ph otostating o r ph otocopy ing  equipm ent for, 

19-1 5-5

Receiving, fil ing, and paying claims, 19-13-29

Road m achinery and equipment purchases, duties

as to bonds for, 19-13-17

Salaries and c om pen sation --

Assessed va lue , de term ina tion  of, sa laries and

com pen sation, 25 -3-1

Cop ying assessm ent rolls, a llow ance for, 

25-3-21

Fe es, supra.

See Ch ancery C lerk (this index)

See County Auditor (this index)

Sheriff to settle fines with, 11-7-219

Tax  collectors --

Examination of report of,  27-29-27

M onthly report of taxes collected by, 27-29-11

M oto r vehic le ad  va lorem  taxes collected  by , 

27-29-11

M otor vehicle ad valorem taxes, furnishing

 copy of levy to, 27-51-13

Proceedings for n on paym ent of cou nty  taxes

by, 27-29-21

To  cer tify levy  of cou nty  ad  va lorem  taxes, 

27-39-319

To  exam ine  ad  va lorem  tax  reports  of collectors, 

27-29-27

To furnish copy of tax levy to collector,  27-51-13

To  keep  regular set o f bo ok s, as  pre scrib ed , 

19-11-13

Uncollected taxes, forwarding of list  of,  27-29-33

W arrants - -

Assignments thereof,  19-13-43

Registration and payment of,  19-13-45

Su fficient num ber furnish ed  by  board , 

19-13-41

CLERK , PURCHASE

Central Purchase System (this index)

CODE

Distribution of, 1-1-11

COLLECTORS, TAX

Tax  Co llectors (this index)

COM MISSION ON  NATURAL R ESOURCES

Appeals,  17-17-45

Hearings, 17-17-43

COMMISSIONERS OF ELECTION

Elections (this index)

COMM ITMENT TO CUSTODY

M entally Ill  or Retarded Persons (this index)

COMM UNITY HOSPITAL

Cou nty  Hospita ls (this index)

COMPENSATION

See particular officer/employee heading

COM PTROLLER

19-3-61

CONSERVATORS OF PEACE

Defined , 99-15 -1

CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Co unties --

Contract with county, interest of officer or

legislator in, M iss. Const. §109, 25-4-101,

 et seq.

Sheriff's interest in suit, who to  act in case  of,

19-2 5-9

Holding  other o ffice --

Acceptance of o ffice  in o ther department of

government as c rea ting  vacancy in  office,

M iss. Const. §2

Public con tracts, interest of pub lic officers in --

Generally, M iss. Const. §109

CONSANGUINITY

Degrees of relationship, 1-3-71

Nepotism prohibited, 25-1-53

CONSERVATION AND ECOLOGY

Generally, 49-1-1 to 49-25-23

CONSERVATION OF W ATER RESOUR CES

Authority  to borrow money and issue bonds, 51-7-27

CONSTAB LES

Attending  justices cou rts, duty of, 19 -19-7

Chapter on frau ds  no t applicab le to  official sales by,

15-3-13

Con cealm ent of records , crim ina l liability  for, 

97-11-37



Constitutional provisions for, M iss. Const. §171

Districts for election , 19-19 -1

Educa tion and training , 19-19 -5

Equipm ent, when  boa rd m ay n ot prov ide, 19 -19-1

Fees, 25-7-27

Genera lly, 19-9 -1, et seq.

Justices o f peace --

Attending  justices cou rts, duty of, 19 -19-7

Neglect of duty, penalty for,  19-19-15

Num ber to be ele cted ; bond ; du ties, 19-1 9-1 , et seq.

Official bond  --

Failure to pay over money collected on 

execution, l iabili ty for,  19-19-11

Generally, 19-19-3, 25-1-31

CONTAGIOUS AND INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Co unties an d co unty  health o fficers --

Bud ge t, emergency expenditures in case of

epidemic, 19-11-21

Generally, 41-3-41

M eetings of county supervisors in case of

epidemic, 19-3-19

Genera lly, 41-2 3-1 , et seq.

Venereal disease, free testing for, 41-23-30

CONTRACTS

Abstracts of t it le of lands in county, 19-15-11

Artesian wells, counties may contract for,  19-7-35

Bids and Bidding (this index)

Central Purchase System  (this index)

Cou nty  boun daries, con trac ts for bridges ov er rivers

at, 65-21-23

Cou nty  court e stab lished betw een tw o cou nties, 

9-9-3

Co unty  eng ineer --

Employment of, 65-17-201

Cou nty  road taxes, contract by municipality, refund,

65-15-21

District  road comm issioners,  duties of, 65-19-27

Garbag e and  rubb ish dispo sal system s, 17-5 -5

Joint jails, contracts between counties and 

municipalit ies, 17-5-1(1)

Ne potism (this index)

Notices regarding , 19-13 -9

Not to be made in vacation, 19-13-11

Officers not to be interested in, Miss.  Const.  §109

Ports and h arbo rs --

Co unty  and  m unicipal harbors, 59 -9-1

Pr inting, genera lly, 19-1 3-1 09 , et seq.

Public Purchases (this index)

Pu blic  work , how paym ents m ade, 19-1 3-1 5, 

31-5-25

Reprod uction  of reco rds --

Co unty  record s, 19-15-3

Ru bbish disp osal, co ntracts b etw een counties and

municipalit ies, 19-5-17

Sep arate road districts --

Board o f supervisors , powers a nd  contro l by , 

65-19-61

Construction and m ain tenance of roads and

bridges in,  65-19-53

Outstanding indebtedness, 65-19-15

Payment of contractors, 65-19-41

Sewage and sewage disposal plants in certain 

cou nties, 17-5 -5

State aid ro ads --

Advancing of funds, 65-9-17

Generally, 65-9-19

Payments for, 65-9-11

Truck hire; payment thereon, 19-13-13

Vacation, contracts in,  65-7-107

Training pro gram s, 19-19-6

CONVENTION BUREAUS

Certa in cou nties m ay  establish , 17 -3-2 1, et seq.

CONVICTS

Prison s and  Prison ers (this index)

CORONERS

M edical examiner,  see new law, Ch. 459, 1986

M ississ ipp i Co ron er R eorganization A ct of 19 86 , 

19 -21 -10 1, et seq.

COUNSEL FOR INDIGENTS -  99-15-15

COUNSEL FOR BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Employment of, 19-3-47

See Attorney fo r Board o f Sup ervisors (this index)

COUNTERFEITING AND FORGERY

Genera lly, 97-2 1-1 , et seq.

COUNTIES

Auditor to keep accounts with, 7-7-55

Classification  of, 25-3 -1

Consolidation of, M iss. Const. §271

COUNTIES AND COUNTY OFFICERS

Cou nty  boun daries, 1 9-1 -1, et seq.

Prop erty  and facilities, 1 9-7 -13 , et seq.

Deposit of fund, 25-1-72

See specific t it le,  officer or thing

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR

Co m pen sation; term s of em ploym ent, 19 -4-3

Duties and  responsibilities, 19-4-7

Em ploym ent; qualifica tions; du ties, 19-4 -1, et seq.

Oath and bo nd, 19-4-9

COUNTY ASSESSORS

Tax  Co llectors and  Assessors (this index)

COUNTY ATTORNEYS

County court, prosecuting attorney for, 19-23-11

County Supervisors Attorneys (this index)

Duties, generally, 19-23-11

Expen ses --

Election to establish or abolish office, expense

of, 19-2 3-3

Secretarial assistance, expenses of,  19-23-19



Fe es o f juro rs, crim ina l case in  justices cou rts, 

25-7-61

See County Prosecuting Attorney (this index)

W ages, salaries, and o ther com pen sation, 25 -3-9

COUNTY AUDITOR

Accounts o f officers to be  kep t, 19-17 -7

Bud ge t of C ou nty  (this index)

Clerk  of Board  of Su perv isors (this index)

Co urthouse, ledg er acco unt w ith, 19-17 -3

Depo sitory funds ledg er m ust be k ept, 19 -17-5

Deposits and Depositories (this index)

District  attorney, reports to, 19-17-19

Duties as to tax matters when collector leaving

officer, 27-29-31

Exam ination o r inspec tion --

Office rs of coun ty, exam ina tion  of b oo ks  of, 

19-17-17

Pu blic  insp ection , audito r's bo ok s op en  to, 

19-1 7-7

Unco llected taxes, exam ination o f list of,

27-29-31

Fee s --

Due from  state or cou nty, 25 -7-7

W itness certificates payable  ou t of cou nty

treasury, report of, 25-7-59

Genera lly, 19-1 7-1 , et seq.

Grand jury, reports to, 19-17-17, 19-17-19

Highw ays and stree ts --

Accou nts o f expend itures for pu blic  roads , 

19-1 7-3

Separa te road district  fund, duties in regard to,

65 -19 -33 , et seq.

Jail, ledger acc oun t with, 19 -17-3

Jury and ju ry trial --

Grand jury, reports to, 19-17-17, 19-17-19

Jury taxes, fines, penalties, etc. , charging 

sheriff with, 19-17-15

Pay and m ileag e of juro rs; keeping accou nts

with, 19-17 -3

Led ger accou nts w ith county o fficers, 19-17 -3

Liability for funds il legally withheld, 25-1-73

Pay m ent --

Charging officers w ith m on eys pa yable  into

county treasury, 19-17-17

Defaulting o ffice rs, rep orting to  grand jury  and

district attorney, 19-17-19

Exacting from officers, 19-17-11, 19-17-15

Privilege  tax --

Generally, 27-17-475

License, d uties as  to, 27-1 7-4 75 , et seq.

M onthly report, 27-17-501

Register to  be  sub m itted to  coun ty aud itor, 

27-17-473

Tax collector,  records of, 27-17-495

Receipt warrants to be issued, 19-17-9, 19-17-11

Reports --

Defaulting officers, reporting to grand jury and

district attorney, 19-17-19

Depository report,  reconciliation with 

dep ository funds  ledge r, 19-17 -5

District  attorney, reports to, 19-17-19

Grand jury, reports to, 19-17-17, 19-17-19

W itness certificates payable out of coun ty

treasury, 25-7-59

Salaries; based on class of county, 25-3-19

See Chancery Clerks (this index)

See Clerk  of Board  of Su perv isors (this index)

Settlement of accounts with officers, 19-17-11

Sheriff and D epu ty Sh eriffs (this index)

Tax  collector --

Deb iting  and c red iting  coun ty taxes to, 

19-17-13

Privilege tax records, 27-17-495

Settlement of accounts with, 19-17-11

W ages, salaries, and o ther com pen sation --

Cou nty  supervisors,  accounts of mileage and

pay  of, 19-1 7-3

Generally, 25-3-19

W itnesses --

Report of witness certificates payable out of

county treasury, 25-7-59

To report defaulting officers, 19-17-19

To settle with officers and exact payment, 19-17-11

COUNTY BUDGET

Bud ge t of C ou nty (this index)

COUNTY BOUN DARIES

Desc ription o f, 19 -1-1 , et seq.

COUNTY COURT REPORTERS

Salary of, 9-13-61

COUNTY COUR TS

App eals, 11 -51 -79 , et seq.

App oin tment of judic ial office , 9-1 -10 1, et seq.

Assignment of cases when dockets crowded, 9-9-35

Bill  of costs made and filed, 11-53-65

Certain counties may establish or abolish, 9-9-37

Circuit clerk's duties and fees, 9-9-29

Clerk's office, court to control, 9-1-29

Clerks in Harrison County, 9-1-39

Co ntinua tion and estab lishment, 9-9-1

County court reporter; salary, 9-13-61

Co unty  judge --

Com pensation, 9-9-11

Powers of,  9-9-23

Prac tice restricted, 9-9-9

Qualifications, 9-9 -5

Court costs defrayed from general fund, 19-9-95

Court of record, 9-9-29

Co urts in two  or m ore co unties, 9-9 -3

Electronic  storage sy stem , 9-1 -51 , et seq.

Harrison County; additional judge, 9-9-14



Hinds County; additional judge, 9-9-14, 9-9-15

Jackson County; additional judge, 9-9-17

Jurisdiction of, generally, 9-9-21

M inutes of sup rem e, circ uit, chancery and  coun ty

courts, 9-1-33

Pro tempore officers, 9-1-27

Salary supplement by municipalit ies, 9-9-13

Seal of court, 9-1-35

Sheriff's duties and fees, 9-9-29

Stationery, etc. allowance for, 9-1-37

Vacancy in office, 9-1-103

COUNTY DEPOSITORIES

Deposits and Depositories (this index)

COUNTY ENGINEER

Highways, Bridges, and Ferries (this index)

COUNTY EXTENSION DEPARTMENT

M ay be established, 19-5-63

COUNTY FARM

Prison s and  Prison ers (this index)

COUNTY FIRE COORDINATOR

Board of supervisors to appoint,  19-3-71

COUNTY FUNDS

Appropriations of,  by supervisors,  limited, 19-3-59

Counties (this index)

Ind ividua l liability  for u nlawful exp enditu res, 

31-7-57

COUNTY GOVERNMENT REORGANIZATION

ACT

Adoption of countywide road administration, 19-2 -5

Central purchasing system, 19-2-11

Cou nty  adm inistra tor, duties an d re spon sibilities, 

19-4 -7

Creation o f countyw ide road sys tem , 19-2-3

Inventory control system, 19-2-11

Non-compliance, penalties and appeals, 19-2-11

Pe rsonn el ad m inistra tion  for cou nty  em ployees, 

19-2 -9

Section inapplicable to countywide system of road

administration, 19-2-13

State A uditor to d eterm ine im plem entation  of 

system, 19-2-11

COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Health and  Health D epartm ents (this index)

COUNTY HIGHWAY AID - 65 -11 -1, et seq.

C OU NTY  HO M ES A ND  FA RM S

Poor Persons (this index)

COUNTY HOMES FOR PAUPERS

Poor Persons (this index)

COUNTY HOSPITALS

Building comm ission in certain counties, 19-5-41

Com munity hospitals authorized, 41-13-15

Depository of funds of; investments, 27-105-365

Group purchase programs, 31-7-38

COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

AUTHO RITIES -  57-31-1  

COUNTY JAILS

Acqu isition o f real prop erty by  cou nty for, 19 -7-1

Additional guards, 19-25-75

Artesian well for,  county may procure, 19-7-35

Additional guards, 19-25-75

Artesian well for,  county may procure, 19-7-35

Bedding fo r prison ers, sheriff's duty  to p rov ide , 

19-25-71

Bonds by counties for, authorized, 19-9-1(a)

Charge of jail,  sheriff to have, 19-25-69

Co unty  aud itor to keep  acco unt w ith, 19-17 -3

Cou nty  supervisors, powers and du ties o f, generally

19-3-41

Docket to be kept by sheriff, 19-25-63

Exam ination b y co unty  supe rvisors, 19 -5-1

Fine  for sheriff's neg lect of du ty as to, 19 -5-1

Food a nd d rink for p risoners --

Duty of sheriff to provide, 19-25-71

Inclusion in sheriff's budget,  19-25-13

Heat for p risoners, sheriff's d uty  to p rov ide , 

19-25-71

Jail officer certification, 45-4 -9

Jail  officer training program, 45-4-11

Jail officer, uncertified, coun ty may not pay, 45-4-13

Jails (this index)

Lights for prisoners, sheriff 's duty to provide,

19-25-71

M eals, log of,  kept, 19-25-74

Renovation, repairs, etc. , 19-7-11

Sheriff in charge of, 19-25-69

Sheriff,  when serves as jailer, 19-25-71

Special county tax levy to erect or renovate, 19-9-93

COUNTY JUDGES

Cou nty  Cou rts (this index)

Qua lificatio ns; elec tion ; term ; vacanc ies in  office, 

9-9-5

COUNTY LANDS

M ay employ caretaker of,  19-7-15

COUNTY OFFICE HOURS

Set by law, 25-1-99

COUNTY OFFICERS AND EM PLOYEES

See title of officer or employee

C OU NTY  PA RK  SY STEM S

Genera lly, 55-9 -81 , et seq.

COUNTY PATROL OFFICERS

Com pensation -- Transportation, 45-7-5, 45-7-45

Com pensation; transportation; bond, 45-7-27

Cou nties m ay  em ploy m en  to enfo rce  road laws, 

45-7 -1

Employment of, in certain counties, 45-7-21

Patrol officers in certain counties, 45-6-41, et seq.

Radio equipment and uniforms, 45-7-25

COUNTY POUNDS

For animals running at-large, 19-5-50

COUNTY PROSECUTING ATTORNEY



County Attorneys (this index)

Travel ex pense of atto rney in  Bolivar C ou nty , 

25-3-11

COUNTY ROAD MAP

Official coun ty road  m ap, 65 -7-4

COUNTY SHERIFF

Sheriffs and D epu ty Sh eriffs (this index)

COUNTY SUPERVISORS

Bo ard o f Sup ervisors  (this index)

COUNTY SUPERVISORS' ATTORNEYS

Co m pen sation o f, 19-3-4 7 --

W here o ffice  of cou nty  attorney abo lished, 

19-3-49

Em ploym ent of, 19 -3-47  --

County attorney's employment as county 

supervisors ' attorney, 19-23-15

COUNTY SURVEYORS

Cou nty  surveyo rs an d su rveys , 19 -27 -1, et seq.

Fees for various services, 25-7-37

COUNTY TAXES

Ad valorem taxes (this index)

Ad valorem taxes -- assessment (this index)

Ad valorem taxes -- collection (this index)

Ad valorem taxes -- exemptions (this index)

Ad valorem taxes -- homestead exemptions 

(this index)

Ad valorem taxes -- insolvencies (this index)

Ad valorem taxes -- land sold for taxes (this index)

Ad valorem taxes -- levies (this index)

Ad valorem taxes -- mobile homes (this index)

Ad valorem taxes -- motor vehicles (this index)

Taxation (this index)

Tax  collectors an d asse ssors (this index)

COUNTY TREASURERS

Clerk  of bo ard o f supe rvisors (this index)

County auditor (this index)

Duties to b e perfo rm ed by  chancery c lerks, 

27-105-343

COUNTY WARRANTS

W arrants (this index)

COURTHO USE

Acqu isition o f real prop erty by  cou nty for, 19 -7-1

Alternate; when two districts, 19-3-44

Bonds by counties for, authorized, 19-9-1(a)

Harrison  Cou nty ; secon d judic ial d istrict o f, 

19-9-117

Boo kcases for courtro om s, co un ty to  pro vide, 

19-7-25

Building other than courthouse for use as

courthouse, when 19-3-43

Bulle tin boards  for n otices, cou nty  to p rov ide , 

19-7-27

Co unty  aud itor to keep  acco unt w ith, 19-17 -3

County office hours, 25-1-99

Insurance  on, 19-7-7

Jail , erection of, 19-7-11

Law library of county in, 19-7-31

Pa rkin g on g rou nd s of , sup erv isors m ay  regula te, 

19-7-33

Renovation, repairs, etc. , 19-7-11

Sheriff to have charge of, 19-25-69

To be furnished by supervisors, 19-7-23

Yard, fences, and walks, 19-7-29

COURT REPORTERS

Additional,  compensation of, 9-13-17

Bo nd; am oun t, whe re filed, 9-13 -9

Cou nty  court repo rter's fees a s item s of  cost, 

9-13-63 Salaries, etc. , 9-13-61

Duties, generally, 9-13-25

Fees of court reporter,  9-13-27, et seq.

Pro tempore appointments; compensation, 9-13-15

Rem ov al from  office; resign ation; vacation, 

9-1 3-1 1, et seq.

Salary, 9-13-19

Stationery, etc.,  furnished, 9-13-23

Tax fee of, 9-13-21

Transcript fees, 25-7-89

COURTS

Chancery  Cou rts (this index)

Circu it Co urts  (this index)

Cou nty  Cou rts (this index)

Determination of jury fees, 25-7-63

Duty of sheriff to attend, 19-25-35

Governments not required to prepay fees, 25-7-14

Jurors fees in various cases and courts, 25-7-61

W itness fees in all courts, 25-7-47

You th C ou rts (this index)

CREDIT CARDS

Accep tance  of for pa ym ent by  cou nty, 17 -25-1

Board may acquire for Sheriff, 19-25-13

Travel by county officials and employees, 19-3-68

CRIMES AN D OFFENSES

Offenses involving public officials;  generally,

 97-1 1-1

CRIMESTOPPERS

Ordinance for assessment, 45-39-17

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR

Salary, 25-31-10

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

Change of venue, 99-15-45

Com pensation of counsel,  99-15-17

Execution of death sentence, 99-19-55

Genera lly, 99-1 -5, et seq.

Reimbursement of county, 99-15-19

CULVERTS

Highways, Bridges, and Ferries (this index)

* * * D * * *



DATA PRO CESSING AUTHORITY

See Information Technology Services

DEAD BO DIES

Disposition o f unc laimed, 41 -39-5

DEATH OF COLLECTORS

Of public funds, representatives to settle,  25-1-67

DEBT LIMITATION

Co unty  bon ds, gen erally, 19-9 -5

Highw ays, bridges, an d ferries --

M ach inery  or equipment purchases by coun ty

or district , bonds for 19-13-17

Se parate  road d istrict, result of e lectio n, 

65-19-23

Recreational fac ilities, co un ty and m unicipal, 55-9-3

Refunding bonds creating indebtedness exceeding

limitation, requ irement of elec tion on , 31-15 -5

Separate road districts, result of election, 65-19-23

DECALS OR STICKERS

Sh eriff's m oto r vehic les, u se fo r identification o f, 

19-25-15

DEFAULTING OFFICERS -- 25 -1-6 3, et seq.

To be reported by auditor,  19-17-19

DEFECTIVE BRIDGES

Dam ages allowable, when, 19-13-51

DEFERRED COMPENSATION LAW

General prov isions, 25 -14-1

DELINQUENT TAXES

Ad valorem taxes -- collection (this index)

DEPOSITO RY, PUB LIC

For pub lic docu m ents, 25 -51-1  to 25-5 1-7

DEPOSITS AND DEPOSITORIES

Allocation of fu nd s to severa l depo sitorie s w ithin

county, 27-105-303

Am ount to be paid for privilege of keeping fun ds;

how com puted, 27-105-327

Bids for keeping county funds, 27-105-303, et seq.

Bo nds  and  obliga tions --

County bond proceeds, 19-9-21

Ch ancery C lerk --

Duties of,  27-105-343

Receipt warrants, destruction of,  9-5-171

W arrant fro m  chancery c lerk , depo sit of cou nty

 funds into depository as requiring, 27-105-321

Com putation of payment for privilege of keeping

county funds, 25-105-327

Co unty  aud itor --

Depo sitory funds ledg er, 19-17-5

Dup licate receipt of depository, charges and

credits on, 19-17-11

Co unty  hosp ital funds --

Investments, 27-105-365

Co unty  road  acco untan t --

Fu nd s in cou nty  depo sitorie s to c red it of, 

65-17-101

Depository  securities m ay  be  withdraw n, 

27-105-349

Detailed report made to supervisors, 27-105-323

Drainage district funds  --

How  dealt  with, 27-105-351

Establishing county depositories,  27-105-303

Funds  ledge r to be kept by  cou nty au ditor, 19-17-5

How  tax collectors to settle with, 27-105-325

Investigated by state auditor,  7-7-67

Personal property of county, deposit  of proceeds of

sale of, 19 -7-5

Procedures in establishm ent of coun ty depo sitories,

27 -10 5-3 05 , et seq.

Publication of notice of bidding for keeping of

county funds, 27-105-305

Receipting for county funds depo sited , requirem ents

as to , 27 -10 5-3 21 , et seq.

Ch ancery clerk, requirement as to fil ing receipt

with, 27-105-343

Receipt w arrants --

Chancery clerk, destruction of depository 

receipt warrants by, 9-5-171

Redemption of land  sold for tax es, fund s paid fo r,

27-4 5-5

Se curities to  be  depo sited , safe  depo sit bo x, 

27-105-315

Surplus funds remaining; how transferred,

27-105-367

Tax collector's account maintained, 27-105-337

Traffic  in pub lic fund s proh ibited , pena lties, 

27-105-345

DEPUTY CHANCERY CLERKS

Ch ancery C lerk (this index)

Clerk  of Board  of Su perv isors (this index)

Co unty  Au ditors (this index)

How  appointed, 9-5-133

Salaries in certain counties, 25-3-23

DEPUTY CIRCUIT CLERKS

Circuit Clerks (this index)

How  paid, 9-7-126

Salary allowances, 25-7-15

DEPUTY SHERIFFS

M inimum  number per county, 19-25-21

Sheriffs and D epu ty Sh eriffs (this index)

DISASTER RELIEF

Genera lly, 27-1 07 -1, et seq.

DISTRICT ATTORNEY

Abolishment of part-time district attorneys and part-

time legal assistants, 25-31-39

Accounts of public nature, passing on, 25-31-15

Certa in cou nties to con tribu te toward  sala ries o f, 

25-31-33

County Attorneys (this index)

Criminal investigator; may em ploy, 25-31-10

Deduction of salary for absence from  court,  25-3-57

Defaulting officers, failure to account,  25-1-63



Fines, penalties, and forfeitures, duty as to,  25-31-23

Harrison  Cou nty ; officer o f crim ina l record s, 

25-31-31

Leg al assistants, 25-3 1-5

Not to engage in private practice, 25-31-35/37

Office ope rating allow ance, 25-3 1-8

To  give opin ions an d p rosecute  public  debto rs, 

25-31-17

To pass on public accounts, 25-31-15

DOGS

Purchase of, by  boa rd of su perv isors, 19-5 -3

DONATIONS

To patriotic and charitable organizations, 19-5-93

DRAINAGE DISTRICTS

Districts w ith cou nty  com m issioners, 51-3 1-1 , 

et seq.

Districts w ith local com m issioners, 51-2 9-1 , et seq.

Payment of bonds of, 31-19-13

DRUGS AND NARCOTICS

Drug  addic ts an d a lcoho lics; com m itment of, 

41 -31 -1, et seq.

DRUNKENNESS IN OFFICE

Penalty for,  97-11-23

* * * E * * * 

ECONOMIC AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Cou nty  taxes, special levies of , 19 -9-1 03 , et seq.

Development districts in certain counties, 19-5-99

Local governments capital improvements, 57-1-301,

et seq.

ELECTIONS

Ballots, expen se of p rinting, 23-1 5-35 5 --

Adv ertisin g fo r prin ting  of, not requ ired , 

23-15-355

County registrar 's compensation, 23-15-225

Distribution of campaign m ater ial at,  23-15-895

Du ty and au thority of board of sup ervisors 

regarding, 23-15-259

Election  com m issioners --

App oin tment of investiga tors , legal co un sel, 

23-15-219

Com pensation, 23-15-227

Revision of books, 23-15-153

Electronic voting systems, 23-15-463

Em ployees; excep tions to pro hibition ag ainst --

Increasing number of, 23-15-883

Increasing number of prohibited, 23-15-881

Penalties for v iola ting  restr ictions on num ber

of, 23-15-887

Generally, Title 23

Judg e hearing  elec tion  contest; expenses o f, 

23-15-939

M anagers - compensation, 23-15-227

Prim ary elec tions --

Expenses; payment of, 23-15-301

Superv isors may order elections for county purposes,

19-3-55

Voting machines; purchase or rental of,  23-15-403

Voting places, providing for, 23-15-259

ELECTION COMMISSIONERS

Elections (this index)

ELECTRONIC VO TING SYSTEMS

Elections (this index)

EMBEZZLEMENT

Audit,  Department of (this index)

Aud itor o f Pu blic  Accou nts (this index)

Fa lse entry  and certification by pub lic office r, 

97-11-27

Fiscal accounts kept by public officers, 97-11-27

Fraud com m itted in  public  office, genera lly, 

punishment for,  97-11-31

Loan of public funds or property, 97-11-27

Notification of governor,  7-7-73

Penalty, 99-19-18

Pu blic  m on eys, securities, e tc., em bezzlem ent of, 

97-11-27

Pu blic  officers and employees, generally, 97-11-25,

et seq.

Successor in office, public officer 's failure to 

deliver money, records, 97-11-27

Tax assessors and collectors, 97-11-29

EMERGENCIES

Assesso r and tax collector, bu dg et of off ice o f, 

27-1-9(c)

County jail,  additional guards in emergency,

19-25-75

Cou nty  supe rvisors, em ergen cy co ntracts for w ork

during vacation or recess of, 19-13-11

M eetings of county supervisors in case of,  19-3-19

State of emergency declared by board, 33-15-49

EMERGENCY EX PENDITURES

Under budget law, 19-11-21

EMERGENCY M EDICAL SERVICES

Genera lly, 41-5 9-1 , et seq.

EMERGENCY PU RCHASES

Con trac ts (this index)

Public Purchases (this index)

EMERGENCY TELEPHONE SERVICE

Genera lly, 19-5 -30 3, et seq.

EM INENT DOMAIN

Constitutional Provisions as to, M iss. Const. §17

Genera lly, 11-2 7-1 , et seq.

EMOLUM ENTS

W ages, Salaries, and Other Com pensation 

(this index)

EMPLOYEES

Deferred  com pensation p lan  for, 2 5-1 4-1 , et seq.

EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT

Em ployer contributions  for fe e paid  officers, 



25-11-125

EMPLOYMENT

App licatio ns  exem pt fro m  public  record s ac t, 

25-1-100

Examination questions exempt, 25-1-100

EPIDEMICS

Com mon graves for livestock, 19-5-15

Contagious and Infectious Diseases (this index)

ESTRAYS

Genera lly, 69-1 3-3 01 , et seq.

ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT

Genera lly, 25-4 -10 5, et seq.

EXAM INER OF PUBLIC ACCO UNTS

Com pensation, 7-1-47

Direction and control of governor, under, 7-1-47

Genera lly, 7 -1-4 5, et seq.

Special audit of county books, 7-1-51

EXECUTIONER

Sta te, 99-1 9-5 3, et seq.

EXECUTIONS

Time when executions shall  be issued, 13-3-111

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

Division of pow ers into branches of go vernm ent,

M iss. Const. §1

Genera lly, M iss. C on st. §§ 11 6 to  143, 7 -1-1 , 

et seq.

Penalty for failure or evasion, 7-3-47

EXEMPTIONS

Afforded m em bers of boa rd of superv isors, 19-3-37

EXEM PTIONS FROM  TAXES

Genera lly, 27-3 1-1 , et seq.

Hom estead Exemptions (this index)

EXPENSES AND EXPENDITURES

Adv ertisin g re sources o f the  coun ty, 17-3 -1, et seq.

Artesian well on county property, 19-7-35

Assessor 's conferences, 27-3-59

Binding or rebinding books in library, 19-25-65

Bud ge t of C ou nty (this index)

By supe rvisors, limited last ye ar of term , 19-11-27

Charitable uses, county donations for, 19-5-93

Clinics,  county expenditures for,  19-5-47

Co m pen sation --

W ages, Salaries, and Other Com pensation 

(this index)

Co nstables' bonds, counties to pay for premiums

of, 19-1 9-3

Contagious and Infectious Diseases (this index)

Convention centers,  17-3-17

Co rone rs (this index)

County Attorneys (this index)

Co unty  Au ditors (this index)

Court reporter;  travel expense, 9-13-19

Economic development districts,  19-5-99

Elections (this index)

Experiment stations of counties,  19-5-71

Extension departm ent of coun ties, 19-5-63, 19-5-65

Fairs, county  exp end itures in aid of, 17 -3-7

Farmers markets, county, 19-5-73

Fees (this index)

Fire departments, county aid to 19-5-95

Golden Age Nursing Hom e, 19-5-31, 19-5-33

Health and  Health D epartm ents (this index)

Highways, Bridges, and Ferries (this index)

Hospita ls (this index)

Insane paupers, temporary care of,  19-5-43

Justice of the peace, receipts of 9-11-21

Law  enforcement officers training academy, 45-5-11

Law libraries,  county expenditures for,  19-7-31

M osquito Control (this index)

Offices, county expenditures for furniture, 19-7-23

Oil severance tax funds, use by county, 19-7-37

Patriotic uses, county donations for 19-5-93

Prese rvation o f records -- County  record s, 19-15-1

Prisoner in hospital, 47-1-59

Publication of proceedings of board of supervisors,

19-3-33, 19-3-35

Pu blic  health  bu ildings , coun ty exp enditu res for, 

19-5-47

Receipt book for payment of taxes, printing,

27-41-39

Record  boo k of coun ty, rebind ing, 19 -15-9

Recreational activities, 19-5-89

Redem ption from Tax Sales (this index)

Salaries --

W ages, Salaries, and Other Com pensation 

(this index)

Sheriffs and D epu ty Sh eriffs (this index)

To be kept within budget, 19-11-15

W ages, Salaries, and Other Com pensation 

(this index)

Youth activities, expenditures for, 19-5-89

EXPERIMENT STATIONS

M ay be supported by supervisors, 19-5-71

EXTORTION

Collecting unauthorized fees, 97-11-33

EXTRA COMPENSATION

None after services rendered, Miss.  Const.  §96

* * * F * * *

FAILURE

To perform any duty, 97-11-37

To return offenders, 97-11-35

FAIRS AND STOCK SHOWS

Board m ay  take ap pro pria tions for, 17 -3-7 , 

69 -5-1 13 , et seq.

Sto ck  sho ws an d im pro vem ent of livesto ck , 

generally , 69 -5-1 01 , et seq.

FARM ERS MA RKETS

In certain counties, 19-5-73



FEDERAL FUNDS

Authority of sheriff to use, 19-25-87

County use for railroads, 17-5-13

FED ER AL PR OG RA M S

Com ptroller, etc.; employment for, 19-3-61

FEEDING PRISONERS

Prison s and  Prison ers (this index)

FEES

Au topsies; fees for physician and chemist,  41-37-15

Ch ancery co urt clerks, 25 -7-9

Circu it clerk  to repo rt on  witness certificates , 

25-7-59

Circuit court clerk, 25-7-13

Clerk  of sup rem e cou rt; from  cou nties, 25-7 -7

Constables; for various services, 25-7-27

County surveyors,  25-7-37

Deputy circuit  clerks, allowance for, 25-7-15

For approving bond of county officer, 25-7-43

Jurors; in various courts and cases, 25-7-61

Jury fees; determination of amount of, 25-7-63

Justice court judges, 25-7-25

Justices of the peace, 25-7-25

Oaths; to all officers for administering, 25-7-45

Officers and jurors in ad quod dam num  proceed ings,

25-7-69

Printers and publishers for legal notices, 25-7-65

Prisoners on extradition, person returning, 25-7-71

Returning felons, 25-7-73

Sheriffs; for payment into county treasury, 25-7-19

Tax collector; to be paid  into  coun ty treasu ry, 

25-7-21

W ages, Salaries, and Other Com pensation 

(this index)

W itness fees,  in all  courts, 25-7-47 

FERRIES

Co unties --

Jurisdiction of coun ty su pervisors , M iss. C on st.

§170, 19-3-41

FINAL BUDGET

Contents and approval, 19-11-11

FINES, PENALTIES, AND FOR FEITURES

District attorney's duty as to,  25-31-23

Pe na lties to  be charged by county auditor,  19-17-15

FIRE DEPARTM ENTS

County fire coordinator, 19-3-71

County volunteer fire department fund, 83-1-39

Fire truck  acqu isition a ssistance p rogram , 17-23 -1

Fire trucks and equipment, 19-5-97

Payments by insurer, 83-13-23

Supervisors may aid, 19-5-95

Uniform m inimum  training standards, 45-11-203

FISCAL YEAR OF CO UNTIES -- 19-11 -5

FOREST ACREAGE TAX LEVY

Use of funds provided by, 49-19-117

FORESTS AND FOREST PROTECTION

Fe deral fo restry fu nd s; pa rt allocated  to cou nties, 

49-19-23

Forest acreag e tax levy, 49-19-1 15; use of,

49-19-117

Severance tax  on  timber; part m ay be donated for

forestry work in county, 19-19-13

FORGERY AND COUNTERFEITING

Genera lly, 97-2 1-1 , et seq.

FORM  OF COU NTY BUDG ET -- 19-11 -9

FRAUD

Com mitted in public office, 97-11-31

Prev ention  of --

Chapter no t applicab le to official sales, 15-3-13

FUNDS

Counties (this index)

County Funds (this index)

Ind ividua l liability  for u nlawful exp enditu re o f, 

31-7-57

FURNITURE AND FURNISHINGS

Ch ancery clerk, photostating o r pho torecording

equ ipm ent for, 19 -15-5

Cou nty  jail, sheriff's d uty  as to  sup plies for, 

19-25-71

Co urts --

Allowances, generally, 9-1-37

County to provide for,  19-7-23, 19-7-25

Golden Age Nursing Hom e, counties m ay pu rchase

for,  19-5-31, 19-5-33

Insurance  -- Cou nty furn iture, 19-7-7

* * * G * * *

GAM BLING AND LOTTER IES

Gam ing duties outlined, 19-3-79

Pen alties against o fficials as to, 97-33 -3

GAM E AND FISH

Beaver control, 49-7-201

Bou nty (this index)

Bird and g am e prese rve, 49 -5-3

Constables may sell l icenses, 49-7-23

Disposition of fines for violations of laws, 49-5-51

GARB AGE AN D RUB BISH

See Solid Waste Disposal

GARNISHMENT

Upon judgments against public officials,  11-35-11

GASOLINE TAX

Bo ard of sup ervisors  not required to set portion aside

for bonds, when 65-15-11

Purposes for which to be used  in coun ties, 27-5-101

Ro ad b ond  issues --

Pay m ent of, 65 -15-9

Use  of  gasoline tax does not affect other financing

for roads, 65-15-13

GENERAL CO UNTY

Ad valorem tax levy, 27-39-303



Fund --

See various receipts,  taxes, expend itures, etc .,

(this index)

GENERAL ENUMERATION OF POWERS

Jurisdiction of boards of supervisors, 19-3-41

GIFTS OR GRATUITIES

County gifts for charitable uses, 19-5-93

Co unty  jail, gift of land to coun ty for, 19-7 -1

Co urthouse, gift of land  to cou nty for, 19 -7-1

Law library, gifts to county for,  19-7-31

Parks and recreation, gifts of land for,  55-9-23

Patriotic Organizations or Purposes (this index)

Poor h om es and  farm s, gifts of land to coun ty for,

19-7 -1

Public health buildings, gift  of land for,  19-5-47

Public purchases --

Pe na lty for diverting benefits of article of value

to personal use, 31-7-55(2)

Severance tax, part may  be donated  by  coun ty to

forestry commission, 49-19-13

GOD

Disqualification for office by de nial of ex istence o f,

M iss. Const. §265

GOLDEN AGE NURSING HOME

Don ations  by  coun ties, 19-5 -31 , et seq.

GOVERN MENTAL UNITS

Inte rlocal co op era tion  of, 17-1 3-1 , et seq.

GOVERNOR

Com pensation o f exam iner of p ub lic accoun ts, 

7-1-47

Defaulting tax collectors, 7-1-57

Examiner of public accounts, 7-1-45

M ay inspect offices, 7-1-41

Special audit of county books, 7-1-51

Special examiner's report to,  7-1-55

Su perintend en t of aud itor's and  other o ffices, 

7-1-41

GRAND JURY

Co unties --

Examination of all  county offices, 13-5-57

Jail; to inspect;  sheriff punishable, 13-5-55

Length of service, 13-5-23

State, generally, 13 -7-5

Jurisd iction, indictment, duties of attorney

general, etc ., 13 -7-7 , et seq.

GROUP INSURANCE

Em ployees o f local gov ernm ents; for , 25 -15 -10 1, 

et seq.

GULF REGIONAL DISTRICT

Laws reg ard ing , 17 -11 -1, et seq.

* * * H * * *

HARBORS

Ports, Harbo rs and  W atercraft (this index)

HARRISON COUNTY PARKWAY  -- 55 -11 -1, 

et seq.

HAZARDO US WASTE FAC ILITIES

Siting A ct of 19 90 , 17 -18 -1, et seq.

HEALTH A ND HEALTH  DEPARTM ENTS

Cou nty  departm ent of; d irec tor, 41-3 -43 , et seq.

Health officer, county; appointment, compensation,

du ties, 41-3 -37 , et seq.

Health, sa fety  and pub lic w elfare, 17-5 -1, et seq.

M aintenance  of h ealth unit; ad  va lorem  tax  for, 

27-39-303

Promotion of matters of public health, levy of ad

valorem tax for, 19-9-97

Public health buildings; construction of,  19-5-47

Venereal disease, provide free testing for, 41-23-30

HIGHW AYS, BRIDGES, AND FERRIES

Accountant as purchasing agent,  65-17-105, et seq.

Balan ce  in sin king fu nd  after paym ent of bon ds , 

65-15-19

Co m m issioner duties; help from  eng ineer, 65 -17-5

Contracts in vacation, 65-7-107

Convict labor on public roads, 65-7-113

Co unty  Au ditors (this index)

Cou nty  engineer, em ploym ent, 65-17 -20 1, et seq.

Co unty  supe rvisors --

Ch ang e of roa d as req uiring o rder of, 65 -7-5

Erection of highway signs by, 65-7-15

Exemption from working on roads, 19-3-37

Four year road plan, 65-7-117

Inspection of roads by members of,  65-7-117

Jurisdiction, Miss.  Const.  §170, 19-3-41

Ro ad m ap, 65 -7-4

Supervision over public highways of distric t,

generally, 65-7-115, 65-19-61

Vacation, emergency contracts for work during,

19-13-11

Co urthouse  yard, county may pave walks in and

streets around, 19-7-29

Creation o f separa te road  districts, 65-19-1

Crossroads, erection of signs at,  65-7-15

Enginee rs --

Cou nty  road eng ineer, genera lly, 65-1 7-2 01 , 

et seq.

Salary and expenses of,  65-17-205

State aid roads, 65-9-15 to 65-9-25

Ferries (this index)

Funds  --

Co unties --

Construction, funds for, 65-1-117

Cu lverts, 65-15-7

Enginee r; compensation, how paid, 65 -17-5

Exp ense and  salary of, 65-17-5, 65-17-205

Federal funds matching, 65-7-93

Generally, 65-15-1 to 65-15-25



Sep arate road districts --

Levy of special tax, 65-19-33

Special road and  brid ge  fun ds  pa id in to

general fund, 65-15-17

Gasoline tax  in paym ent of road bo nd issues,

65-1 5-9

Gravel;  acquisition of beds of,  65-7-99

Installment buying prohibited, 65-7-97

Liability  of sup erv isors for neglect of du ty, 

65-7-119

M ach inery and e quipm ent --

Road M achinery and Equipment (this index)

M aintenance of state aid roads, 65-9-25

M ethod s of  construc tion  and m ain tenance , 

65-7-95

M un icipal streets m ay  be  bu ilt and  m ain tained , 

65-7-85

Ne potism by coun ty or district road com m issioners -

Ne potism (this index)

Order of board of supervisors necessary to 

change  road , 65-7-5

Oversize and overweight permits, 27-19-79

Payment of municipal refund, 65-15-23

Petitions to have laid out, 65-7-57

Petro leum  taxes --

Allocation of revenues from oil severance tax,

27-25-505

Sev eranc e tax fun ds used b y road districts for,

19-7-37

Public school property, roads, 65-7-74

Refunds to municipalit ies, 65-15-21

Ro ad ac cou ntant --

Estimates and reports, 65-17-103

Supervisors may elect;  duties,  65-17-101

Ro ad an d bridg e privilege  license tax  --

Cou nty  road bond issues, pa ym ent of, 

65-1 5-9

Ro ad co m m issioner m ay b e em ployed, 65 -17-1

Roads  to adjo ining cou nty , 65 -7-7 5, et seq.

Road M achinery and Equipment (this index)

Safety stripes, 65-7-123

Se parate  road d istricts, g enera lly, 65-1 9-1 , et seq.

Signs and guideposts; supervisors to erect,  65-7-15

Sinking Funds (this index)

Special funds paid into general fund, 65-15-17

State highways, maintenance of,  65-7-81

State Aid Roads (this index)

Taxation (this index)

Tim ber and g ravel fo r brid ges an d causew ays, 

65-7-101

Tim ber, m ay co nde m n an d rem ove , 65-7-9

Trust funds, public monies as,  25-1-71

W ages, Salaries, and Other Com pensation 

(this index)

W eight l imits (harvest permit), 27-19-81

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

Creation by co unty , 39-13 -3

HOLIDAYS

Leg al, 3-3-7

HOME DEMONSTRATION

Or economics, display rooms may be built,  19-5-65

HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION

Duty o f --

Applicant for;  how application made, 27-33-31

Clerk of board of supervisors,  27-33-35

Tax assessor,  27-33-33

Tax collector,  27-33-51

Tax comm ission, 27-33-41

Genera lly, 27-3 3-1 , et seq.

Limitations on reimbursement, 27-33-63

W hat taxes are ex em pt, 27-33-1

HOSPITALS -- COMM UNITY

Ad valorem tax levy for support of,  41-13-25

Authorized in counties,  etc.,  41-13-15

Cou nty  Hospita ls,  (this index)

Funds; budget;  reports, 41-13-47

Issuance of bonds; election, 41-13-19

HOUSING AND HOU SING AUTHORITIES

Genera lly, 43-3 3-5 , et seq.

HUM AN RESOUR CE AGENCIES

Genera lly, 17-1 5-1 , et seq.

HUNTING AND FISHING

Bou nty (this index)

Licenses, records and reports, 49-7-25

* * * I * * * 

IDENTIFICATION

Sheriff's motor vehicles, 19-25-15

IMM UNITY

From  liability, 11 -46 -1, et seq.

IMPRISONMENT

Prison s and  Prison ers (this index)

INCOME TAX

Failure of state and county officers to pay, 27-7-45

INCOM PATIBLE OFFICES

Under Constitution, Miss.  Const.  Art.  1, §2

INDEXES

Rebinding of indexes of record books of cou nties,

19-1 5-9

INDIGENTS

App oin tment of cou nsel fo r, 99 -15 -15 , et seq.

Poor Persons, (this index)

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPM ENT AUTHO RITIES

Co unty , 57-31 -1

Indu strial develop m ent fun d --

Es tab lish; loans, etc ., 57 -4-1 , et seq.

INDUSTRIAL PARKS AND D ISTRICTS

Bo nds  --



Cou nty  po rt au tho rity o r deve lopm ent 

com m ission, issuan ce of b ond s for 

development, 59-9-23

County port authority,  59-9-23

Genera lly, 57-5 -1, et seq.

INFORM ATION TECHNOLOGY  SERVICES

Generally, 25-53-1 through 25-53-125

INJUNCTIONS

Bo nd to  enjoin  collection o f taxes, 11 -13-1 3 --

Not requ ired of o fficers, 11-13 -9

Dissolution, partial,  in collection of taxes, 11-13-17

Proceedings on, in collection of taxes, 11-13-11

Restraint of collection of taxes, 11-13-15

INSANITY PROCEEDINGS

M entally Ill and M entally Retarded (this index)

M entally Ill  or Retarded Persons (this index)

INSPECTIONS, EXAM, OR INVESTIGATIONS

Aud itor o f Pu blic  Accou nts (this index)

Audit,  Department of (this index)

Contagious and Infectious Diseases (this index)

Co unty  Au ditors (this index)

Cou nty  jail, coun ty su pervisors ' exa m ina tion  of, 

19-5 -1

District attorney, duty as to fines, examination of

minutes and docket, 25-31-23

District Attorney (this index)

Ex am iner of P ub lic A ccou nts  (this index)

Grand  Jury (this index)

Health and  Health D epartm ents (this index)

Highways, Bridges, and Ferries (this index)

Prison s and  Prison ers (this index)

Receipt books, public funds, 25-1-75

Taxation (this index)

Tax  Co llectors and  Assessors (this index)

INSURANCE

Group  --

For employees, 25-15-101

On co unty  prop erty, 19-7 -7

Volunteer F ire D epartm ents (this index)

W ithdrawals from Sta te Em ployees L ife and  Health

Insurance Plan prohibited, 25-15-23

INTERLOCAL COOPERATION

Betw een gov ernm ental units, 1 7-3 -1, et seq.

Joint exe rcise  of p ow ers a nd  resp on sibilities, 

17-1 3-7

INTEREST ON M ONEY

Anticipation of Taxes (this index)

Aud it department, or auditor of state, demand for

interest on improperly withheld or expended

pub lic funds, 7 -7-21 1(f)

Cold storage plants, county bonds for, 19-5-79

Collection of public funds improperly withheld,

liabili ty of officers for costs of,  25-1-73

Com m un ity hospita ls, bo nd s an d notes of , 

41-13-21, 41-13-23

Convention center bonds of counties,  17-3-15

County bonds, generally, 19-9-19

Co unty  fund s for road s and  bridge s --

Balance in sinking fund after paym ent of bon ds,

65-15-19

Bonds, generally, 65-16-9, 65-15-11

Gaso line  tax  in paym ent of ro ad  bond  issue, 

65-1 5-9

Refund of certain road taxes to m unicipalities,

65-15-21

Tax for payment of bonds and interest,  65-15-15

Deposits and Depositories (this index)

Disaster relief loans, 27-107-5(5)

Drainage district  bond issues, 51-31-113

Garbag e and  rubb ish dispo sal plants, 17 -5-7

M eat curing plants,  county bonds for,  19-5-79

Redem ption from Tax Sales (this index)

Road machinery and equipment purchased by 

counties or districts, bonds for, 19-13-17

Sep arate road districts --

Borrowing of money by, 65-19-49

State aid road bonds, 65-9-25

Surp lus funds of co unty, interest on inv estm ents of,

19-9-29

Syrup blending plants, county bonds for, 19-5-79

Tax collector,  liability for interest on taxes not paid

over by, 27-29-13

W arehouses, county bonds for, 19-5-79

INTOXICATING BEVERAGES O FFENSES

Costs to be paid into treasury of county, 99-27-13

Penalty of penalty by liquor dealers, 99-27-39

Superv isors may appropriate money to  procu re

evidence, 99-27-37

INVENTORIES

Cou nty  road accountant, inventory of personal

property of county, 65-17-101

INVESTIGATIONS

Inspections, Examinations, or Investigations 

(this index)

INVESTMENTS

Of surplus fund, 19-9-29

* * * J * * *

JAILS

Cou nty  Jails  (this index)

Privately operated correctional facilities for federal

and  other states inm ates, 47-4 -1

 JANITORS AND CARETAKERS

Cou nty  lands , caretak er o f, 19 -7-1 5, et seq. --

Com pensation, 19-7-15

Courthouse and county buildings, janitor and 

assistants for,  19-7-13 –



Com pensation, 19-7-13

JOINT JAILS OF CO. AND MUNICIPALITIES

Generally, 17-5-1, 47-1-49

JUDGES

As to particular courts, see such topics

Deduction of salary for absence from  court,  25-3-57

JUDICIAL RECORDS

Some closed to public,  9-1-38

JURISDICTION AND  POW ERS, GENERALLY

Of board of supervisors, 19-3-41

JURORS FEES

Am ounts of, and how payable, 25-7-61

JURY

As to juries of particular courts, see such topics

Co unty  supe rvisors --

Ex em ption o f supervisors  from  jury  du ty, 

19-3-37

Draw ing o f jury --

Exem ptions; length of service of tales and

grand jurors, 13-5-23

Jury Com mission (this index)

Exemptions, 13-5-25

Jury Tax or Fee (this index)

M entally Ill  or Retarded Persons (this index)

Public po licy stated as to ju rors, 13-5 -2

JURY COMMISSION

Co m pen sation, 13 -5-6

Drawing and assignment of jurors, 13-5-26

Failure to appear as juror,  13-5-34

Grand jurors, number of, 13-5-41

Jury list --

Delivered to judge, 13-5-14

In counties having two districts,  13-5-21

Jury wheel, 13-5-10

M aster list to be  prepared, 13-5-8

Nam es of jurors made public,  13-5-32

Num ber o f mem bers, 13 -5-6

Payment of cost,  13-5-38

Petit jurors --

Shortage of,  13-5-30

Preservation of records, 13-5-36

Random drawing of names of jurors, 13-5-16

Summ oning of jurors, 13-5-28

JURY RECORDS

Some closed to public,  13-5-97

JURY TAX O R FEE

Am ounts of fees and how payable, 25-7-61

Determination of amount due, 25-7-63

In ad quod damnum  proceedings, 25-7-69

In all  courts and cases, 25-7-61

Jury tax imposed and collected, 9-7-133

JUSTICE COURT CLERK

Appointment, 9-11-27

Clerk  may appo int perso n to  execute  pro cess in

emergency, 11-9-109

Education, 9-11-29

Insurance , theft or robb ery, 9-11-5

Remedy for money collected, 9-11-23

JUSTICE COURT JUDGES

Justices of the peace, but by which latter term they

are referred to in 1972 Code

Justice of the Peace (this index)

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

Additiona l justice in DeSo to Co unty , 9-11-2

All refe rence  to, sh all m ean justice  court judge,

Const. §171

Bill  of costs made and filed, 11-53-65

Civil jurisdiction, 9-1 1-9 --

Prepaym ent of cos ts as  pre requisite ; pena lties, 

9-11-10

Collection and report of fines, 9-11-19

Com pensation, 25-3-36

Co nserv ators of the  peac e, as 99 -15-1

Constables (this index)

Docke t of outgoing justice  de livered  to c lerk  within

ten days after close  of term , 9-11-2 5 --

W hat to contain, 9-11-11

Educa tion, 9-11 -4

Fees, 25-7-25

Jurisdiction of, 11-9-101

M aximum civil  jurisdiction, Const.  §171

Oath of o ffice and  bon d, 9-11 -7

Office of; wh ere trials held, 9-11-5

Pec uniary  interest; none in outco m e of ca ses, 9-11 -9

Receipts given for all  funds received, 9-11-21

Suits; where to be brought,  11-9-101

Terms of court of, 9-11-15

Training co urses fo r; by attorne y ge neral, 9-11-3

JUVENILES

Residential treatment centers for,  19-5-101

* * * K * * *

KIN

Relationship as computed by rules of civil law,

1-3-71

KINGS DAUGHTERS

Counties may make don ations to, 19-5-93(c)

* * * L * * * 

LAND SOLD FO R TAXES

Ad V alorem T axes (this index)

LAND SOLD TO  STATE

Is assessed, 27-35-63

LAND SURVEYS

Authorized, 27-35-101

LAST DAY

Inclusion or exclusion of,  generally, 1-3-67



LAW  ENFORCEM ENT OFFICERS 

Board on Law Enforcement Officers Standards

and  Training, 45 -6-5

Payment of expenses of officers attending

training academy, 45-5-11

Penalty for noncompliance with training, 45-6-17

Reimbursement of expense of

training academy, 45-6-13

Training standards, mandatory, 45-6-11

W eapons , may carry  in cou rthouse, 97-3 7-7

LAW LIBRAR IES

Binding of library books, 19-25-65

Bonds of county for library books, 19-9-1(c)

County law libraries,  19-7-31

Libraries (this index)

LEASES AND LEASEHOLDS

County homes and farms, to individuals,  19-5-49

Lease  of mineral lands other than 16th section lands,

17 -9-1 , et seq.

Public Lands (this index)

LEGAL HOLIDAYS

Set out be statu te, 3-3-7

LEGAL NOTICES

Bulletin boards provided at courthouse for, 19-7-27

Printers ' fees for publishing, 25-7-65

Times published, 1-3-69

LEVY OF TAX

As to particular taxes, see specific topics

Lo cal levies, 27-3 9-3 01 , et seq.

Tax  Co llectors and  Assessors (this index)

LIABILITY

Im m un ity, 11-4 6-1 , et seq.

LIABILITY INSURANCE

Insurance (this index)

LIBRARIES

Board of trustees, 39-3-15

Contract service, 39-3-13

Co unty  library tax, 39 -3-5

Don ations  to libraries by  coun ties, 19-5 -93 (j)

Estab lishment of libraries by co unties, 39 -3-1

Funds  for establishm ent and op eration, 39 -3-3

Regional libraries, 39-3-9

LIQUEFIED COMPRESSED GAS TAX

Permit,  application for, 27-59-29

LIVESTOCK

Diseased; destruction of; compensation, 19-5-11

LOANS

Antic ipa tion  of taxes, bo rrow ing  of cou nties, in, 

19-9-27

Convention centers,  borrowing by counties,  17-3-13

Interest on M oney (this index)

Junior beef and dairy boys and girls, borrowing by

county for buildings, 19-5-69

Ports and harbors, for construction, 59-5-41

Pu blic  m on ey  or p rop erty , loan by pub lic office r, 

97-11-29

Separate road districts, 65-19-15, 65-19-49

LOCAL OPTION

Alcoho lic beverage co ntro l law , local option as to,

27 -71 -1, et seq.

LOCAL SYSTEM ROAD PROGRAM

Requirements and implementation, 65-18-1 et seq

LOST RECORDS

Lo st record s an d rem edies there for, 2 5-5 5-1 , et seq.

LOWER MISSISSIPPI RIVER BASIN

Developm ent distric t, 51-21 -1, et seq.

LOWER YAZOO  RIVER BASIN

District, 51-2 3-1 , et seq.

LOWEST RESPO NSIB LE B ID

Bids and Bidding (this index)

LUM BER

How  claims are filed for sale o f, to county, 19-13-27

* * * M * * * 

MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT

Elections (this index)

Furniture and Furnishings (this index)

Office m ach inery and e quipm ent, gen erally --

Purchases (this index)

Road M achinery and Equipment (this index)

MAINTENANCE

Repairs and M aintenance (this index)

MAJOR ECONOM IC IMPACT ACT -- 57-75-17

MALFEASANCE

M isconduct in Office (this index)

MATURITY OF BONDS

County bonds, generally, 19-9-19

Refunding bonds, 31-15-7, 31-15-23

Road machinery and equipment purchased by 

counties or districts, bonds for, 19-13-17

Se parate  road d istricts, b on ds  of, 65-1 9-2 5, 

65-19-49

Tax anticipation notes of counties,  19-9-27

MEDICAL EXAMINERS

Genera lly, 41-6 1-5 1, et seq.

MEDICAL SERVICE DISTRICT

Su pervisors  m ay  levy tax fo r m ain tenance  of, 

41-59-59

MEDICAL SERVICES

Em ergency , 41 -59 -1, et seq.

MEETINGS

Co unty  supe rvisors, m eetings o r sessions  of --

Counties (this index)

Open m eetings prov ided fo r in certa in case s, 

25-4 1-1

MENTALLY ILL AND M ENTALLY RETAR DED

Co m m itmen t, affidavit for, 41-21 -65 --

Payment of costs of,  41-21-79



Com mitment proceedings; forms, 41-21-63

M ental examination, 99-13-11

M ental treatment, persons in need of,  41-21-61

Transporting discharged pa tients or re turn ed  pa tients

payment of costs of,  41-21-95

MENTALLY ILL OR RETARDED PERSONS

Com mitment,  affidavit  for, 41-21-65

Fe eb le-m inded  persons , tem po rary  care o f, 

41-21-43

M ental examinations; insanity, 99-13-11

M ental illness and  retarda tion  fac ilities, 41-1 9-3 1, 

et seq.

M ental retarded children; programs for,  41-19-91

MENTAL TREATMENT

M entally Ill and M entally Retarded (this index)

M entally Ill  or Retarded Persons (this index)

MILEAGE

Traveling Expenses (this index)

MILITARY LEAVE

Provisions for, 33-1-21

MINUTES

Co unty  fund s for road s and  bridge s --

Refund of taxes to municipalit ies, 65-15-21

Co unty  supe rvisors, m inutes o f meetings o f --

Counties (this index)

Of board of supervisors, kept by clerk, 19-3-27

MISAPPROPRIATION

Genera lly, Embezzlement (this index)

MISCONDUCT IN OFFICE

Bribe ry (this index)

Cou nty  supervisors'  attorneys, employment and

compensation in crim ina l cases aga inst cou nty

officers, 19-3-47(3)

Crim ina l liability , generally , 97 -11 -1, et seq.

Drunkenness in office, 97-11-23

Embezzlement (this index)

Gam bling b y pu blic officers, 97 -33-3

Generally, M iss. Const. §175

MISSISSIPPI RIVER BRIDGE

Reven ue b ond  law, 65-25 -1

MOBILE HOM E AD VALO REM  TAXES

Ad V alorem T axes -- M obile Hom es (this index)

MONEYS

To  acc ou nt fo r all co llected, 7 -7-7 7, et seq.

MOSQUITO CONTROL

Cou nty  m osqu ito con trol com m ission, 41-2 7-1 , 

et seq.

MOTOR FU EL TAXES

Co unty  fund s for road s and  bridge s --

Pa ym ent of ro ad  bond  issues, g aso line  tax , 

65-1 5-9

Sufficient amount on hand  to pay  bon ds, board

of supervisors not required to set aside tax,

 65-15-11

MOTOR VEHICLE AD VALO REM  TAXES

County, levy of tax by, 27-39-303, 27-39-317

Fees of cou nty  tax  co llecto r for  co llecting taxes of

municipality, 27-51-29

Genera lly, 27-5 1-1 , et seq.

MOTOR VEHICLE COM PTROLLER

Gasoline tax apportioned by, 27-5-101

MOTOR VEHICLES

Application for license, 27-19-59

County-owned, to be marked, 25-1-87

Co unty -ow ned ; tagging  of, 19-7 -9

Radar sp eed detec tion  equipm ent; restric tions on , 

63-3-519

State-owned, use of,  25-1-79

Stre et rod license p lates , 27 -19 -56 .6

Tags and p lates , 27 -19 -32 , 27 -19 -43 , et seq.

MOTOR VEHICLE TAXES

App licability of tax to United States owned, 27-19-27

Collection of taxes, procedures, 27-19-99

Credit  allowed against, 27-51-103

Distribution of collections, 27-19-159

Genera lly, 27-1 9-1 , et seq.

Privileg e tax es, 2 7-1 9-1 , et seq.

Penalties,  27-19-63

Destruction of vehicle,  27-19-69

Replacement of vehicle,  27-19-71

MOVABLE HOM ES

Permit fee, 75-49-21

MUNICIPALITIES

Classification , 27-15 -9

Genera lly, 21-1 -1, et seq.

Private property in; cleaning, 21-19-11

Special improvements; bonds for; maturation and 

interest on bonds, 21-41-43

MUNICIPAL ROAD TAX REFUNDS

Refund s to m un icipalities , 65 -15 -21 , et seq.

* * * N * * * 

NATCHEZ TRACE PARKWAY

Genera lly, 55-1 3-1 , et seq.

NATIONAL FO RESTS

Federal funds, 49-19-23

NEGLECT OF D UTY

As to m isconduc t in office, generally --

M isconduct in office (this index)

Constables,  19-19-15

Court reporters, 9-13-45

NEPOTISM

By o ffice rs proh ibited ; pena lty, 25-1 -53 , et seq.

Generally, 25-1-53, 25-1-55

NEWSPAPERS



Chancery clerks subscribing to and preserving

newspaper,  9-5-167

Publication --

In what newspaper,  13-3-31

Publications of legal notices; t imes of, 1-3-69

NONCOM PETITIVE ITEMS

Public purchase of,  as exempted from bid 

requirements, 31-7-13

NOTICE

Lan ds so ld for no npa ym ent of taxes, 27-4 3-4

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

Facilities l icensed, 17-17-51

NUTRIA

Bounty on, counties may pay, 19-5-51

* * * O * * *  

OATH OF AFFIRMATION

Before w hom  m ay b e taken , 11-1-1

OBJECTIONS AND EXCEPTIONS

Aud its by department of audit, exceptions taken as

result of –

Audit,  Department of (this index)

Aud itor o f Pu blic  Accou nts  (this index)

Co unty  road  districts, creation of, 65 -19-7

Elections (this index)

Taxation (this index)

OFFENDERS

Failure of officer to return, 97-11-35

OFFENSES BY PUBLIC OFFICERS

Genera lly, 97-1 1-1 , et seq.

OFFICE BUILDINGS

Bonds by counties for authorized, 19-9-1(a)

OFFICE HOURS

County office hours, 25-1-99

OFFICERS

Failure of,  to perform any duty, 97-11-37

M em bersh ip in  na tional an d sta te organizations , 

19-3-65

Not to exercise duties before taking oath, 97-11-41

Paid on fee basis;  reports, 7-3-45

OIL AND GAS BOARD

Powers, 17-17-47

OIL SEVERANCE TAX

Severance Taxes (this index)

OLD AGE ASSISTANCE

Generally, 43-9-47

OPEN RECORDS

Public Records Act (this index)

OPEN MEETINGS

Provided  for in certain cases, 25 -41-5

Execu tive session , 25-41 -7

M inutes to be maintained, 25-41-11

ORGANIZATIONS

National an d state --

Officials'  mem bership in,  19-3-65

* * * P * * * 

PARKS

Counties au tho rized to  pu rchase  lands  to be g iven to

state,  55-3-13

Cou nty  sys tem s of , 55 -9-8 1, et seq.

PARKWAYS

Fed eral park s and  parkways, 55 -5-5

Harrison  Cou nty  Pa rkw ay , 55 -11 -1, et seq.

Natchez Trace Parkway (this index)

PAT HARRISON WATERWAY

District, 51-1 5-1 , et seq.

PATRIOTIC ORGAN IZATIONS OR PURPOSES

County donations for patriotic purposes, 19-5-93

PATROL OFFICERS

Co unty  Patrol O fficers (this index)

PAUPER INSANE

Temporary care and maintenance of,  19-5-43

PAUPERS

Poor Persons (this index)

PAYING AGENT

Bonds, Bond Issues, and Securities (this index)

PAYM ENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES

Distribu tion  of receipts b y board o f supervisors , 

27-37-307

Tennessee  Valley  Authority , paym ents be , 

27-37-301

PEARL RIVER

Pe arl R iver Basin  Developm ent District, 51-1 1-1 , 

et seq.

Pearl River Industrial Com mission, 51-9-11

Pe arl R iver W ater  Su pp ly D istrict, 51-9 -10 1, et seq.

PENALTIES

Fines, Penalties, and Forfeitures (this index)

PENITENTIARY

Com mitment to, 99-19-45

Construction of, 19-7-41

PER DIEM ALLOW ANCES

W ages, Salaries, and Other Com pensation 

(this index)

PERFORMANCE

Surety Bonds (this index)

PERMIT BOARD

Hearings, 17-17-43

PERSONAL LIABILITY

Bo nd, liability on --

Claim s A ga inst C ou nty  (this index)

Surety Bonds (this index)

Pu blic  bond s, liab ility for vio lation  as to  sale  of, 

31-19-25

PERSONAL PR OPERTY

Collection of taxes, seizure and sale,  27-41-101



Inventory  of personal property by county road

accountant, 65-17-101

Lost or abandoned, 19-3-85

Of county; ho w disposed o f, 19-7-5

PETROLEUM  AND PETRO LEUM  PRODUC TS

County contracts for purchases of, 31-7-49

Public Purchases (this index)

PLANNING COMM ISSION

Local,  17-1-11

PLANNING, RESEARCH, AND DEVELOPMENT

Genera lly, 57-1 -1, et seq.

PLANT DISEASES AND PESTS

Bo ard of sup erv isors to make appro pria tion  to fight,

65-2 5-1

POLICE

Constables (this index)

Sheriffs and D epu ty Sh eriffs (this index)

POLITICAL YEAR

M eans a calendar year, except,  1-3-63

POLL TAX

Credit and report on, 19-17-21

POLLUTION

Bon ds for p ollu tion  contro l, 49-17 -10 1, et seq.

Gran ts made to and repaid by political subdivisions,

49-17-17

W ater Pollution Control Revolving Fund, 49-17-85

POOR PERSONS

Bu rial --

Buria l of strangers, ind igents, 4 3-3 1-2 9, et seq.

Claim s ag ainst co un ty fo r expenses o f, 

43-31-13

Claims allowed, 43-31-13

Co unty  hom e or farm  --

Acquisitio n o f land by cou nty  for, 1 9-7 -1, 

41-3 1-3

Artesian well for,  19-7-35

Bonds by co unties, authorization for, 19-9-1(b)

Disposition o f unc laimed bo dies, 41 -39-5

Generally, M iss. Con st. §262 , 43-31 -1 to  43 -31-5

Lease to person or association for care and 

keeping of poor persons, 19-5-49

Ind igents (this index)

Special county tax levy for care of indigent

sick, 19-9-97

Su perintend en t of cou nty  hom e, 43-3 1-1 , et seq.

Supervisor, duty of,  43-31-21

Su pervisors  to p rov ide  hom es fo r paup ers, 

M iss. Const. §262

Surplus food comm odities,  storage for, 43-31-39

Tax for support of poor, 43-31-15

PORTS, HARBORS, AND WATERCRAFT

Cou nty  and m un icipal harbors , 59 -7-1 , et seq.

Cou nty  port and harbor comm ission, 59-11-1, et seq.

Cou nty  port authority or development comm ission,

59 -9-1 , et seq.

Harbor im pro vem ents by  coast cou nties, 59 -13 -1, 

et seq.

Harbor, port comm issions, generally, 59-1-1, et seq.

Landings on na vigable rivers, bayo us, bays o r inlets,

59 -19 -1, et seq.

Sta te ports  and harbors , 59 -5-1 , et seq.

POSTAUDITS AND PREA UDITS

Audit,  Department of (this index)

Aud itor o f Pu blic  Accou nts (this index)

POSTMARK

Date of Payment, 25-1-107

POWERS

Distribution of, M iss. Const. §1

PR EM IU M S

Crop s an d livesto ck , 19 -5-5 3, et seq.

PRESIDING OFFICER

Of board of supervisors absent,  19-3-21

PRIMARY ELECTIONS

Elections (this index)

PRINTERS' AND PUBLISHERS' FEES

For legal notices, 25-7-65

PRINTING CONTRAC TS

Genera lly, 19-1 3-1 07 , et seq.

PRISONS AND PRISONERS

Bo ard of supervisors m ay lease or bu y lands, 47-1 -5

Con vic tion  of certa in crim es n ot to  ho ld o ffice , 

99-19-35

Co nvicts m ay b e w orked on  pub lic roads, 47 -1-9

Co unty  farm  --

Co ntiguo us co unties m ay o wn jointly, 47 -1-7

Generally, 47-1-1 to 47-1-37

Superv isors m ay em ploy  add itional labor,

 47-1-37

Fee ding  prisoners --

Alternative methods of funding, 19-25-73

Hospitalization of prisoners, expenses, 47-1-59

Jail  docket, sheriff to keep, 47-1-21

M edical aid  furn ishe d to  prisoners, 47-1-57, 47-1-59

Offenders kept in municipal jail until  trial , 47-1-43

Prison ers, feeding  of, alternative m ethod s of 

funding, 19-25-73

Prison ers on extradition, pe rsons  returning , fees of,

25-7-71

Rem ova l of prisoners to another jail, 47-3 -1

Sheriff to keep jail docket,  47-1-21

Sheriff to keep peace, 19-25-67

State prisoners, reimbursement of cost,  47-5-901

PRIVATE PROPERTY

Driveways an d park ing  lots o f no n-p rofit

organizations, 19-3-42

M aintenance of private roads, 19-3-42

Not taken for public use, except,  Miss.  Const.  §17

School bus turnarounds, 19-3-42

PRIVILEGE TAXES -- LOCAL

Assessed and  co llected, how , 27 -17 -1, et seq.



PRIVILEGE TAXES -- STATEWIDE

Lev y on  privilege tax es by  cou nty, 27 -15-7

PRIVILEGES AND IMM UNITIES

So vereign im m un ity, genera lly, 11-4 1-1 , et seq.

PRIZES AND AWARDS

Cou nty  premiums paid in raising livestock and

crops, 19-5-53 to 19-5-61

Fairs and  Stock  Shows (this index)

PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Published cumulatively, when, 19-3-35

Published in full , when, 19-3-33

PROCESS

Su bp oena  to compel attendance of witness, 99-9-15

PROSECUTIONS

Tim e lim it of, 99-1 -5, et seq.

PRO TEMPORE OFFICERS

Clerk of county supervisors, 19-3-29

Court reporters, 9-13-15

W ages, salaries, and o ther com pen sation --

Clerk of county supervisors, 19-3-29

PUBLICATION

New spap ers (this index)

PUBLIC CONTR ACTS

Officers not to be interested in, Miss.  Const.  §109

PUBLIC DEBTS

Assum ption o f ex isting  indeb tedness, non -pro fit, 

19-5-257

Bonds, Bond Issues, and Securities (this index)

PUBLIC DEFENDERS

Genera lly, 25-3 2-1 , et seq.

PUBLIC DOCU MENTS

Custodian of books authorized to certify, 31-1-77

State depo sitory for, 25 -51-1  to 25-5 1-7

PUBLIC FUNDS

Liability for payment of, M iss. Const. §100

Not to be deposited outside state,  25-1-69

PUBLIC HEALTH

Assessment of fees, food handling, 41-3-18

Board of trustees, comm unity hospitals, 41-13-29

Buildings and clinic may be built , 19-5-47

Cou nty  departm ent of health; d irec tor, 41-3 -43 , 

et seq.

Cou nty  health officer; appointment,  compensation;

du ties, 41-3 -37 , et seq.

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE ACT

Federal assistance; how obtained, 41-13-24

PUBLIC HOSPITALS

Cou nty  Hospita ls (this index)

PUBLIC IMPRO VEM ENT DISTRICTS

Formation, authority,  19-31-1 et seq.

PUBLIC LANDS

Acquisitio n and  sale , generally , 29 -1-2 1, et seq.

Ch octaw  scho ol lands, 29-1 -3

Lands sold to state,  maintenance costs, 29-1-145

Sale price of Chickasaw school lands, 29-1-63

Six teen th se ction and  lieu  lands , 29 -1-3 , et seq.

PUBLIC M ONEY

Are trust funds, 25-1-71

Constitutional pro visio ns  regard ing , M iss. C on st.

§43

To be promptly paid by representatives, 25-1-67

Unlaw ful use o f, 97-33 -3

PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EM PLOYEES

Audits --

By  state department of au dit --

Audit,  Department of (this index)

Aud itor o f Pu blic  Accou nts  (this index)

Civil  liability for failure to perform duty, 25-1-45

Co m pen sation --

W ages, Salaries, and Other Com pensation 

(this index)

Defaulting o ffice rs, genera lly, M iss. C on st. §1 25 , 

25-1-63, 25-1-65

Delivery of books, records, to successor, 97-11-27

Drunkenness, punishment for, 97-11-23

Elections (this index)

Embezzlement (this index)

False entries in acc oun t books of, 97 -11-2 7, 97 -21-1

Fees (this index)

Fines, Penalties, and Forfeitures (this index)

Fraud by, genera lly, cr im ina l liability  for, 

97-11-27, 97-11-31

Frauds , statu te of; application to  offic ial sa les, 

15-3-13

Genera lly, 25-1 -1, et seq.

Loan of public funds as criminal defense, 97-11-29

M isconduct in Office (this index)

Ne potism (this index)

Pe rsona l Liability  (this index)

Salary  --

W ages, Salaries, and Other Com pensation 

(this index)

Traveling Expenses (this index)

PUBLIC PURCH ASES

Central Purchase System (this index)

County hospitals, group purchases for,  31-7-38

Inducem ent to influence aw ard of con tracts;

penalties, 97-11-53

Penalties for violations of purchasing laws, 31-7-55

Preference to resident contractor, 31-7-47

Purchase, define, 31-7-13

Purchase orders, 31-7-103

Purchases under contract;  who may buy, 31-7-49

Requisition to purchase, 31-7-103

State contract price, 31-7-12

Surety bonds, supervisors may not require the

use of particular vendors, 31-5-35



Suspension of requirements in certain counties

during 1973, appendix following 31-7-55

Tim ely  paym ents, 31 -7-3 01 , et seq.

PUBLIC RECORDS

Arch ives an d h istory  departm ent, 39-5-1 1, et seq.

Destruction of; penalties, 25-59-23

Lo st record s an d rem edies there for, 2 5-5 5-1 , et seq.

So m e records  closed  to pub lic, 9-1-3 8, 13-5 -97 , 

25-1-100, 25-1-102, 25-61-9, 25-61-11

PUBLIC RECORDS ACT -  25-61-1 to 25-61-17

Exemption of attorney work products,  25-1-102

Exemption of personnel records, 25-1-100

PUBLIC WELFARE

Action for i llegally obtained benefits,  43-1-27

Child  welfare, genera lly, 43-1 5-7 , et seq.

Co unty  dep artment of p ublic w elfare, 43-1 -9

Co unty  hom es; building s and  lands, 43-31 -3 --

Properties m ay b e exc han ged , 43-31 -5

Expenses of county welfare office, 43-1-11

Fa m ily cou rts, es tab lishm ent and operation o f, 

43 -23 -1, et seq.

Poor Pe rsons  --

Claims paid by supervisors,  43-31-13

Com modity storage, 43-31-39

Co unty  hom es, 43-3 1-1

Relief only by authority of board, 43-31-17

Tax for support of poor, 43-31-15

Youth  cou rt --

Counselors; clerk reporter, tax levy, 43-21-45

PUBLIC WORKS

Acceptance by county prior to payment, 19-13-15

Bids a nd  bidding on con trac ts by  coun ties fo r, 

19-13-9, 19-13-13

Bo nd fo r paym ent of taxes, licenses, 31 -5-3

Co nvicts to w ork o n, 47 -1-9

Counties, contracts by, generally, 19-13-9 to 

19-13-13

Es timates  for p rog ress  paym ents by  coun ties, 

19-13-15

Inspection prior to payment, 19-13-15

Notice of contracts by counties for,  19-13-13

Payment by county for,  19-13-15

Payment of interest on delinquent amounts, 31-5-27

Pu blic  buildings, counties and municipalities may

lease, 31-8 -3, et seq.

Resident labor on public works, 31-5-17

State products to be used in public works, 31-5-23

Truck hire for, contracts by counties for,  19-13-13

Vacation time of board of supervisors making 

contracts during, 19-13-11

PURCHASE CLERK

Public Purchases (this index)

PURCH ASES

Public Purchases (this index)

* * * Q * * * 

QUALIFICATIONS

See under applicab le officer or employee (this index)

QUORUM

Board of supervisors meetings, 19-3-23

* * * R * * * 

RADAR SPEED DETECTION EQUIPMENT

Restrictions on purchase and use, 63-3-519

RADIO STATIONS

M ay b e acq uired b y bo ard o f supe rvisors, 19 -5-5

RADIOACTIVE W ASTE

Disposal, 17-17-49

RAILROAD AUTHORITIES LAW -- 19 -29 -1, et seq.

RAILROAD CROSSINGS

Use of federal funds for, 17-5-13

RAM PS

Bon ds by  coun ties fo r bo ard  landing ram ps, 

authorized, 19-9-1(h)

RAPE V ICTIMS

County to pay for initial  medical exam, 99-37-25

REAL ESTATE/PROPERTY

Acqu isition, 43-37 -1 and 43 -37-3

Certain, may be  sold, 19 -7-3

M ay b e acq uired fo r certain pu rpose s, 19-7 -1

RECEIPT BOOKS

In duplicate, 25-1-75

RECEIPT WARR ANTS

Co unty  aud itor, to be issued  by, 19-17 -9

RECESS

M eetings of county supervisors, 19-3-17

RECORDS

Alteration of, 97 -11-1

Destruction  of old, 19-15 -3

Filing F ee, 25 -60-5

Local G ove rnm ent R ecords C om m ittee, 25-60-1

Lo st record s an d rem edies there for, 2 5-5 5-1 , et seq.

Photostating a nd p hoto record ing, 19 -15-5

Prese rvation o f, 19-15 -1

Record  boo ks m ay b e rebo und , 19-15 -9

Regional storage  centers, 25-60 -3

RECREATIONA L FACILITIES

Cou nty  and m un icipal, 55-9 -1, et seq.

REDEM PTION FROM  TAX SALES

Genera lly, 27-4 5-1 , et seq.

REFUNDING BONDS

Bonds, Bond Issues, and Securities (this index)

Genera lly, 31-1 5-1 , et seq.

REGIONAL LIBRARIES

Generally, 39-3-9

REGULAR MEETINGS

Bo ard o f supe rvisors --



In counties having one court district , 19-3-11

In counties having two court districts,  19-3-13

REGISTRATION AND REGISTRARS

Co m pen sation --

Authority of board of supervisors, 23-15-259

Deputy  circuit cou rt clerks , allow ances for, 

25-7-15, 23-15-227

Officers,  23-15-259

Registrar, 23-15-225

New  book s procured w hen necessary , 23 -5-4 7, 

23-15-119

RELATIVES, EMPLOYMENT OF

Ne potism (this index)

REMUNERATION

W ages, Salaries, and Other Com pensation 

(this index)

REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE

Highways, Bridges, and Ferries (this index)

County jail,  19-7-11

Cou nty  tax  lev ies fo r ren ov ations  of b uild ings, 

19-9-93

Courthouse, 19-7-11

Em ergencies (this index)

REPRODUCTION OF RECORDS

Co unty  record s, gene rally, 19-15 -1, 19-1 5-3

RESOURCES OF COUN TY

M ay ad vertise, supervisors, 17 -3-1

REVENUE SHARING FUNDS

Borrowing in anticipation of receipt of,  19-9-28

REVISION

Of county budget,  19-11-19

REWARDS

Arres t, de livery o f flee ing  killers, 99 -3-3 5, et seq. 

ROAD DISTRICTS

Acquisitio n o f land and  bu ildings  by  coun ty fo r, 

19-7 -1

Advertising for bids, 65-7-95

Order of bo ard o f supe rvisors as necessary  for lease

or rental of machinery, 65-7-95

Purchase by  cou nties, road d istricts, or supervisors

districts, generally 19-13-17

Repairs, and repair parts, generally, 19-13-21

Surplus equipment, purchase of,  19-13-19

ROAD MANAGER

Duties and  responsibilities, 65-17-1

ROAD TAX LEVY

Countywide, 27-39-305

ROADS

Highways, Bridges, and Ferries (this index)

RUBBISH AND GARBAGE

Ga rbage an d Rubb ish (this index)

* * * S * * * 

SAFES OR VAULTS

County offices, county to provide for,  19-7-23

SALARIES

W ages, Salaries and Other Compensation

(this index)

SALES TAX

Distribution of the tax to counties,  27-65-75

M otor vehicle 2% additional, 27-65-17

SALT DOM ES

Use for waste disposal,  17-17-49

SAND AND G RAVEL

Highways, Bridges, and Ferries (this index)

SCHOOL CROSSING GUARDS

Em ployed b y sup ervisors, 19 -5-7

SCHOOL MAINTENANCE

Ad valorem tax levy for,  27-39-315

SEAT BELTS

Generally, 63-2-7

SECRETARY O F STATE

Reports of fee officers, 7-3-45

SEPARATE ROAD DISTRICTS

Genera lly, 65-1 9-1 , et seq.

SETTLEMENTS BY COUNTY AUDITOR

W ith officers, 19-17-11

SEVERANCE TAX ES

Distribu tion ; general sta tutes, 27 -25 -1, et seq.,

27-25-705, 27-25-706

Oil;  for permanent improvements, 19-7-37;

27-27-506

Part of timber, may be used for forest work,

49-19-13

SHELTERED WORKSHOPS

For handicapped, 19-5-45

SHERIFFS AND DEPUTY SHERIFFS

Alcoho lic beverage  tax , co llectio n o f, 27 -71 -1 to

27-71-31

Appointment of sheriff,  9-1-27

Appropriation by counties for,  19-25-13

Aud itor o f Pu blic  Accou nts (this index)

Automobiles, not required to impound or

immobilize for DUI offense, 63-11-31

Auxiliary deputies,  19-25-23

Ba iliffs (this index)

Bidd le guards required, penalty for failure 47-5-116

Bonds - duties regarding, 19-25-67

Bou nty o n b eave r, nutria , an d b ob ca ts, she riff 's

receipt of tail of animal as basis for

payment of,  19-5-51

Budgeting of sheriff's department,  19-25-13

Canteen facili ty,  19-3-81

Clerk  of Board  of Su perv isors (this index)

Co llections --

Fines, penalties,  and forfeitures, 11-7-217,

99-19-65 to 99-19-69

Co rone rs (this index)

Co unty  aud itor --



Charging jury taxes, fines, penalties, and

forfeitures to sheriff, 19-17-15

Examination of books of sheriff, 19-17-17

County court, duties and fees in,  9-9-29

County librarian, sheriff as,  19-25-65

Court,  duty to attend, 19-25-35

Courthouse, sheriff in charge of, 19-25-69

Depu ties, 19-25 -19, 19 -25-2 3 --

Appointment, 19-25-19

Authority of,  generally, 19-25-19

Insurance protection for,  budget to contain,

19-25-13

Liability of sheriff for acts of and moneys

collected by, 19-25-19

M otor vehicles owned by, reimbursement

for use of,  19-25-13

Official bond, remedies on, 19-25-25,

19-25-27

Qualifications of, 19-25-19

Salaries and compensation, 19-25-19,

25-3 -27 --

Budget to include, 19-25-13

Expen ses and ex pen ditures --

Additional guards for county jail,  19-25-75

Budgeting of sheriff's department,  19-25-13

Law enforcement training of sheriffs and

dep uties, county to pay fo r, 19-25 -3

Official bond  of she riff, cou nty to pay fo r,

19-2 5-5

Prisoners, feeding of; alternative methods

of funding, 19-25-73

Extra deputies and police may be appointed,

45-5 -9

Failure to return execution, 19-25-41

Fee s --

County to pay fees required to be paid by

sheriff, 19-25-13

General fund of county, fees for services of

sheriff to be paid into, 19-25-13

Generally, 25-7-19

Genera lly, M iss. C on st. §1 35 , 19-25 -1, et seq.

Identification of sheriff's vehicles, 19-25-15

Insurance protection for,  19-25-13

Jail and jailer --

Cou nty  Jails (this index)

jailer,  when sheriff to serve as, 19-25-71

M eetings o f county superv isors --

Attendance at, 19-3-25

M otor vehicles, identification of sheriff's 

19-25-15

Official bond, generally, 19-25-1, 19-25-5, 19-25-31

Patrol boats in certain counties, 19-25-17

Protection of prisoners in charge of, 19-25-69

Radio stations  for law  enfo rcem ent, 19 -5-5

Regular deputies,  19-25-23

Revision of budget,  19-25-13

Salaries and co m pensa tion, generally, Miss. Coa st

§135, 25-3-25 –

Based on population of county, 25-3-25

Service of process, 11-9-107

Trav eling ex pen ses, budge ting and finan cing o f,

19-25-13

SICK LEAVE

For county employees, 19-3-63

SINKING FUNDS

Highw ay, bridg es, and  ferries --

County bonds and interest, 65-15-11

Co unty  fund s for road s and  bridge s --

Balance in fund after payment of bonds

65-15-19

Tax fo r paym ent of bon ds  and in terest,

65-15-15

Sep arate road district bon ds, redem ption o f,

65-19-25

SIXTEENTH SECTION OR LIEU LANDS

Public Lands (this index)

SOCIAL SECURITY

Contributions to, 25-11-11

Em ployee c ontributions for fee paid officers,

25-11-125

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

Generally, 69-27-1, 69-27-201, 19-9-113

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

Burn ing ; hauling, 17-7 -7, et seq.

Co llection and  disposal facilities, 17-1 7-5

Corrective Action Trust Fund, 17-17-63

Cou nty  garbag e and ru bbish dispo sal systems,

generally , 19 -5-1 7, et seq.

Full and complete cost,  17-17-347

Genera lly, 17-1 7-1 , et seq.

Hauling waste across state lines,  17-17-35

How  disposed of,  19-5-17

How  disposal system financed, 19-5-21

Licen ses and pe rmits, 17-17-3

Liens, 19-5-22

Local Governments Assistance Fund, 17-17-65

M eans of meeting costs, 19-5-109

Regional authorities, 17-17-307

Report of revenues and costs, 17-17-348

Tires and batteries, 17-17-401

SOUTHEAST MISSISSIPPI INDUSTRIAL

CO UNCIL

Genera lly, 57-3 2-1 , et. seq.,

SPECIAL EXAM INER

Report of, 7-1-55

STATE AID ROADS

Accounting controls and safeguards, 65-9-23

Distribution of sales tax to division of, 27-65-75

Genera lly, 65-9 -1, et. seq.

M ajor feeder roads, 65-10-5 to 65-10-25



STATE AUDITOR

Aud itor o f Pu blic  Accou nts (this index)

STATE LAND CO MMISSIONER

All references shall mean to Secretary of State,

7-11 -4

STATE PARKS AND  FORESTS

Appropriations and donations for,  55-3-61

Counties may purchase or condemn land to be

given to state for parks, 55-3-13

Dispo sition o f revenue s from forests and  parks,

55-3-15

Supervisors may convey land for,  19-7-21

STATE RETIREMENT SYSTEM

Contributions to, 25-11-11

STATE TAX COMMISSION

Certified appraisal personnel, 27-3-52

STATE TREASURER

Defaulting, 7-1-57

STATIONERY

Genera lly, 19-1 3-1 01 , et. seq.

STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS

Not to run against state and counties,  15-1-51

Not to run when person prohibited to sue, 15-1-57

STOCK LAWS

Estrays, 69 -13 -30 1, et. seq.

Genera l stock law, 69 -13 -1, et. seq.

Highway fencing law, 69-13-201

Liv esto ck  at-large  on  highw ays, 69 -13 -10 1, et. seq.

SUITS AGAINST THE STATE

Counties to have like remedies to state,  11-45-15

County may sue and be sued, 11-45-17

Limitations against,  15-1-51

W hen the sta te m ay  be  sue d, 11-4 5-1 , et seq.

SUITS

By state auditor, 7-7-75

SUPERVISORS

Bo ard o f Sup ervisors (this index)

SUPPORT OF THE POOR

Poor Persons (this index)

SUPREME COURT CLERK

Fee s, 25-7 -3

SURETY BONDS

Assesso r, where also tax  collector, 27 -1-7

Assesso rs, 27-1-1

Bonds, Bond Issues, and Securities (this index)

Co nstab le, 19-19 -3

County and beat officers,  approval of, 25-1-19

Department of audit,  7-7-205

Form of, 25-1-15

Inventory control clerk, 31-7-124

Payable to state,  11-1-27

Personal; when used, 25-1-31

Purchase clerk, 31-7-124

Renewal of,  25-1-15

Receiving clerk, 31-7-124

Sheriff, 19-25-1

Superv isors, to be ex ecu ted by , 19-3-5

Tax collector,  when separate office, 27-1-13

W orthless bond , 97-11 -9

SURPLUS

Depositories, investment of county surplus funds

in certificates of deposit of, 19-9-29

Disposition of surplus funds, generally,

27-105-367

SURPLUS ROAD EQUIPMENT

M ay be purchased, 19-13-19

SURVEYORS

Cou nty  surveyors  and their surveys , 19 -27 -1, et seq.

SWAM P LAND DISTRICTS

Provisions common to drainage districts,  51-33-1,

et seq.

* * * T * * *

TAGGING

Of county-owned  m otor ve hicles, 19 -7-9

TAX ASSESSORS

Tax  Co llectors and  Assessors (this index)

TAXATION

As to particular matters or taxes, see specific topics

Levy - Amount of ad valorem tax, 27-39-320

M ust be uniform, M iss Const.  §112

Property taxes, l imitations on increases, 27-39-321

TAX COLLECTORS

Hom estead exem ptions , du ties con cernin g, 27-33-51

TAX COLLECTORS AND ASSESSORS

Additional bond may be required, 19-9-115

Ad va lorem  tax rece ipts to be p resen ted be fore

road and bridge license issued, 27-51-11

Assessment of property not assessed by

assessor,  27-41-19

Assessors ' and collectors ' conferences, 27-3-59

Assesso rs serving  as; com pen sation, 25 -3-3

Bon d to  en join  co llectio n o f taxes, 1 1-1 3-1 1, et seq.

Books of, examined by grand jury, 13-5-59

Cash book, 27-41-39, 27-41-41

Clerk  of Board  of Su perv isors (this index)

Clerk to examine ad valorem report, 27-29-27

Collecting motor vehicle taxes for municipality,

27-51-29

Collecting privilege tax without issuing license,

97-11-49

Collection of ad valorem taxes, generally,

27 -41 -1, et seq.

Collection of taxes on mobile homes; sale for

nonpayment, 27-53-17

Collection of taxes under injunctions, 11-13-11,

et seq.

Constitutional provisions for Miss.  Const.  §135



Copy of tax levy furnished by clerk, 27-51-13

Co unty  Au ditors (this index)

County funds, tax for construction and

maintenance of highways, 65-51-13

Credits --

Ad va lorem  taxes, on , 27-29 -1

Lis t of land  for w hich collector cla ims

credit, 27-2 9-3

Tax  sales, 27-2 9-1

Uncollected taxes at expiration of term of

office, 27-29-31

Death of; representatives to settle,  25-1-67

Defaulting, Miss.  Const.  §125 -- Punished, 7-1-57

Delivery  of b oo ks  and o ther do cuments to

successors in office, 27-29-31

Depositories; how settled with, 27-105-315

Deputies and assistants, 27-1-3, 27-1-9(a)

Disposition of excess of amoun t bid in tax sale,

27-41-77

Duplicate tax receipts,  97-11-45

Duties, generally, 27-1 -5, 27-1 -7 --

Of self and sureties on his leaving office,

27-29-31

Enforcem ent of paym ent by  tax co llector,

27 -41 -1, et seq.

Failure to make settlement, 97-11-47

Failure to report --  Suspended, 27-29-25

Fee s, gene rally, 25-3-3 , 25-7-2 1, 25 -7-43 , 27-1-7

All to be paid into treasury, 25-7-21

M otor vehicle ad valorem taxes of

municipalit ies, collection of, 27-51-29

Payment of fees of tax collectors, 7-9-19

Sep arate officers, collectors and assessors as,

27-1-32

Sup plem ental tax levy in certain counties,

27-1-32

Fina l ad va lorem  tax repo rt at end o f year,

27-29-13

Finances, 27-1 -9

Generally, M iss. Const. §135, 27-1-1 to 27-1-37

Grand jury to examine books, 13-5-59

Hom estead Exemptions (this index)

How  insolvencies allowed by board of

supervisors, 27 -49-5

Insolvenc ies not to be allow ed, un less, 27-49-7

Installment paym ents of certain ad valorem

taxes, 27 -41-3

Lev y of coun ty ad v alorem  taxes --

Certification by clerk of board of supervisor

of, 27-39-319

Issuance of road and bridge privilege

license plates as affected by delay in,

27-39-317

Liability  for cos ts of  co llectio n o f fun ds  impro perly

withheld, 25-1-73 –

For failure to perform duties, 27-29-29

On official bond, 27-51-31

M otor Vehicle Ad Valorem Taxes (this index)

M ust attempt tax collection even  after insolven cies 

allowed, 27 -51-7

Office hours, 25-1-99

Office of assessor an d tax collector, operation o f,

27-1 -9

Partial dissolution of collection of taxes, 11-13-11,

et seq.

Pen alty for failure to collect ad valorem  taxes,

27-29-29

Proceedings on  co llectio n o f taxes, 1 1-1 3-1 1, et seq.

Public funds not to be deposited outside state,

25-1-69

Public monies are trust funds, 25-1-71

Records, reports an d reco rding  --

Additiona l assessm ents m ade  by collector,

27-41-19

Appointment of d eputy  to be filed with clerk of

boa rd of superv isors, 27-1 -3

Authority to inspect property, 27-1-23

Destruction of old records by clerk, 9-5-171

Examination of,  27-1-21, 27-29-27

Expenditures of office, 27-1-9(d)

Final report at  end of fiscal year,  27-29-13

Levee taxes collected, 27-29-15

M onthly reports of taxes collected, 27-29-11

Pe na lty fo r failu re o f tax  co llecto r to

de liver du plicate tax receipt boo k to

chancery clerk, 97-11-45

Susp ension for failure to mak e reports,

27-29-25

Redem ption from Tax Sales (this index)

Refund of taxes erroneously paid, 27-73-1, 27-73-11

Report and  paym ent of ad valorem  taxes to

auditor, 27-29-33

Report of insolven cies, 27-4 9-1

Restra int o f tax  co llectio n, 11-1 3-1 1, et seq.

Salaries and c om pen sation --

Generally, 25-3-3  to 25-3 -7, 27-1 -5, 27-1 -9

W hen  hold ing sep arate office, 25 -3-5

Separate or same officer, collector and assessor

as, 27-1-7, 27-1-11 to 27-1-15

Sheriffs and D epu ty Sh eriffs (this index)

Supervisors,  office to be provided by, 27-1-27

Supplemental tax levy in certain counties, 27-1-32

Term  of office --

Expiration of term, effect of, 27-29-31

To asse ss and co llect certain ad valorem  taxes,

27-41-19

To co llect ad valorem  taxes on m otor vehicles,

27-5 1-9

To settle taxes with county auditor, 19-17-13



Trailers, collection of tax on, 27-19-19

W hen  ad valorem  taxes co llectible, 27-41 -1

W hen sep arate officer, election; bond; duties,

27-1-13

W ho is l iable for ad valorem taxes on motor

veh icles, 27-51 -7

TAXES

Ad V alorem T axes -- Levies (this index)

Find under specific name of tax (this index)

THIRD DEGREE

Relationship within, defined, 1-3-71

TIM E

Date of postmark, 25-1-107

How  computed, 1-3-67

TIRES

County contracts for purchases, 31-7-49

TITLE

Abstract of, provided by supervisors, 19-15-11

TOM BIGBEE RIVER VALLEY

W ater  M anagem ent District, 51-1 3-1 01 , et seq.

TOUR ISM

Travel and To urism (this index)

TRANSFERS

Of rem aining residue of surp lus coun ty funds,

27-105-367

TRAVEL -- PUBLIC OFFICIALS

Authorization needed, 25-3-41

TREASURER O F COUNTY

Abolition of office, of Miss.  Const.  §135

Ch ancery C lerk (this index)

Clerk  of Board  of Su perv isors (this index)

County Auditor (this index)

TRUCK HIRE

Contracts for, 19-13-13

TUBERCULOSIS AND RESPIRATORY DISEASES

Co m m itmen t and treatm ent of p erson s, 41-33-1

T.V.A. LIEU TAX

Apportionment of T.V.A. payments in lieu of

taxes, 27-37-301

Power sales, ascertain, 27-37-303

Receipts distributed by supervisors, 27-37-307

Receipts to county, 27-37-305

* * * U * * *

UNAUTHORIZED SIGNATURE

On petition, 97-21-51

UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION

Generally, 71-5-11

UNIFORM ITY

Co unties, un iform  system  of accoun ts for, 19-11-13

Co unty  bon ds, un iform  system  for issuan ce of,

19 -9-1 , et seq.

Of taxation required, M iss. Const. §112

UNIT SYSTEM

See County G overnment Reorganization Act

(this index)

UNLAW FUL EXPENDITURES

Individual l iabili ty for,  31-7-57

* * * V * * *

VACANCY IN OFFICE

Acceptance of office in other department as

creating, Miss.  Const.  §2

Assesso r to be tax  collector, 27 -1-7

VACATIONS

County employees, for,  19-3-63

VALIDATION OF PUBLIC BONDS

Co urt costs and attorney's fees and ex penses,

31-13-11

Genera lly, 31-1 3-1 , et seq.

VENDING AND A MUSEMENT M ACHINE TAXES

Generally, 27-27 -5

VEHICLES

M otor Vehicles (this index)

VENER EAL DISEASE

Free testing for and treatment of, 41-23-30

VETERANS AND PENSIONS

Assistance to ve terans by bo ards of supe rvisors,

35-3-21

Quarters for v eterans o rgan izations, 35 -3-5

VITAL STATISTICS

Birth and  deaths rep orted, 41-5 7-3 , et seq.

VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTM ENTS

County volunteer fire department fund, 83-1-39

* * * W * * *

WAG ES, SALARIES, AND OTHER

COMPENSATION

Assesso rs, tax --

Not to be paid unless whole county on tax

roll , 27-35-73

Salary  wh en h olding  sepa rate office, 25 -3-5

State co ntribution to  com pen sation, 25 -3-7

Tax  collectors also serving as;

com pen sation, 25 -3-3

Attorney fo r boa rd of superv isors --

W here there is no county attorney, 19-3-49

Attorney's fee --

In bond issues, 19-3-47(1)(c)

In validation of bond proceedings, 31-13-11

Audit, dep artment of --

Director and assistants; compensation,

7-7-207

Travel expenses of employees, 7-7-209

Autopsies --



Fees of physician and chemist, 41-37-15

Bailiffs, riding; compensation, 19-25-31

Bo ard o f supe rvisors --

M ileage and pay of, 19-3-67

Office clerks, employment of, 19-3-31

Salaries --

Based on  assessed va luation of coun ties,

25-3-13

W hen and how payable, 25-3-17

Bo okk eeper --

Federal programs, for, 19-3-61

Central purchase  system  --

Purchase clerk; compensation, 31-7-119

Ch ancery clerk s --

Depu ties and a ssistants --

Fee s and  com pen sation, 25 -3-25 , 25-7-9

Fee s of, gen erally, 25-7 -1, 25-7 -9

Salaries of depu ties in certain coun ties,

25-3-23

Circuit clerks –

Allowance for deputies where two 

districts, 25-7-15

County courts;  duties and fees in,  9-9-29

Depu ty clerks --

Fees and allowances, 25-7-13, 25-7-15

Remuneration, 9-7-125, 9-7-126

Fe es, g enera lly, 26-7 -13 , et seq.

Clerk  of bo ard o f supe rvisors --

Allow ance for co pying a ssessm ent rolls,

25-3-21

Hom estead exemptions, duties as to, 27-33-35

Salaries and c om pen sation --

Assessed  value , determ ination o f;

salaries and  com pen sation, 25 -3-1

Co nstab les --

Fees, 25-7-27

Co unty  adm inistrator, com pen sation o f, 19-4-3

Co unty  attorney s --

Secretarial assistance, expenses of,  19-23-19

W ages, salaries and other compensation,

25-3 -9

Co unty  aud itors --

Fee s, due from  state or cou nty, 25 -7-7

Salaries, based  on  class  of county, 25-3-19

W itness certificates payable out of

county treasury, 25-7-59

County court reporters,  salary of,  9-13-61

Co unty  jails --

Food and drink for prisoners, 19-25-13,

19-25-71

Co unty  judges --

Com pensation, 9-9-11

County patrol officers; compensation;

transportation, 45-7-5, 45-7-27, 45-7-45

Co unty  prosecuting  attorney  --

County Attorneys (this index)

Bolivar County; travel expenses of

attorney, 25-3-11

County supervisors'  attorney; compensation,

19-3 -47 --

W here office of county attorney abolished,

19-3-49

Co unty  surveyors --

Fees for various services, 25-7-37

Co urt repo rters --

Additiona l; com pen sation o f, 9-13-1 7 --

Fe es, 9 -13 -27 , et seq.

Fees as i tems of cost, 9-13-63

Pro tempore appointments, compensation,

9-13-15

Salaries,  9-13-19, 9-13-61, 9-13-63

Criminal investigator, 25-31-10

Depu ty chance ry clerks  --

Salaries in certain counties, 25-3-23

Depu ty circuit clerks --

Salary allowances, 25-7-15

Engineers, county; salary and expenses, 65-17-5,

65-17-205

Examiner of pub lic accounts, compensation, 7-1-47

Fees (this index)

Health officer; compensation, 41-3-37

Janitors and caretakers; compensation, 19-7-13,

19-7-15, 19-7-19

Jurors fees -

Criminal case in justices' courts, 25-7-61

Grand jury, 13-5-53

Jury fee book, 9-7-131

Jury tax, 9-7-133, 9-7-135

Pay  and  m ileage, 19 -17-3

Jury com m ission --

Co m pen sation, 13 -5-6

Justice court judge, fees, 25-7-25

Law  enfo rcem ent officers training  acad em y --

Payment of expenses of officers attending,

45-5-11

M entally ill and m entally retarded --

Costs of transporting patients,  41-21-95

Officers paid on fee basis; reports required,

7-3-45

Poor pe rsons  --

Superinten den t of county hom e, 43-3 1-1

Printers an d pu blishers fees --

For legal notices, 25-7-65

Publishing proceedings of board, 19-3-33,

19-3-35

Purchase clerk, 31-7-119

Rangers,  fees of,  25-7-41



Registration and reg istrars --

Depu ty circuit clerks, allow ances for,

25-7-15

Sch ool cro ssing g uards; com pen sation o f, 19-5-7

Sheriffs and d epu ty sheriffs --

Additional guards for county jail,  19-25-75

Fee s, gene rally, 25-7-1 9 --

To be paid into general county fund,

19-25-13

Salaries and co m pensa tion, generally, Miss.

Co nst. §13 5 --

Based on population of county, 25-3-25

Traveling expenses, budgeting of, 19-25-13

Tax  collectors an d asse ssors --

Assesso rs serving  as; com pen sation, 25 -3-3

Fees, generally, 25-3-3, 25-7-21, 25-7-43,

21-1 -7 --

All to be paid into treasury, 25-7-21

Payment of fees of tax collectors, 7-9-19

Salaries and c om pen sation --

Generally, 25-3-3  to 25-3 -7, 27-1 -5

27-1 -9

W hen  hold ing sep arate office, 25 -3-5

Youth  cou rts --

Salaries and expenses, 43-21-45

WAR RANTS

Assignment of, 19-13-43

Forgery or altering of,  97-21-61

Limitation of time for payment of,  7-7-42

None to be issued to state 's debtor, 7-7-43

Registration and payment of,  19-13-45

Replace m ent, affidavit  and bond required, 25-55-25

Sufficient supply furnished clerk, 19-13-41

W hen used in settlement of taxes, 19-13-47

WAR VETERANS AND PENSIONS

Assistance to ve terans by bo ard of supe rvisors,

35-3-21

WASTE, SOLID

Dispo sal sys tem s, 17 -17 -1, et seq.

WATER  AND W ATER RESOUR CES

Pa t Harrison  W aterway  District, 51-5 1-1 , et seq.

Pearl River Basin Development District , 51-11-1,

et seq.

Pe arl R iver Ind ustrial C om m ission, 51-9 -11 , et seq.

Pe arl R iver W ater  Su pp ly D istrict, 51-9 -10 1, et seq.

Tombigbee River Valley Water Management

District, 51-1 3-1 01 , et seq.

W ater m anagem ent districts --

Tax assessments and levies, 51-7-27, 51-7-29

WATER MAINS

Payment for,  by supervisors,  19-5-29

WATER  MA NAGEM ENT DISTRICTS

Assessment of lands outside district , 51-7-30

Joint w ater m anagem ent districts, 51-8-1

WATER, SEWAGE, GARBAGE DISPOSAL

And  fire p rotection d istricts, 1 9-5 -15 1, et seq.

WATERWORKS AND SEWAGE

Dispo sal sys tem s, 17 -5-3 , et seq.

W ATER WO RK S SY STEM S

M erger; assum ption of existing indebtedn ess,

19-5-251

Rural waterworks systems may merge, 19-5-251

WHISTLEBLOWERS

W histleblower employee protections, 25-9-173

WORKERS COMPENSATION

Generally, 71-3-5

* * * Y * * *

YEAR

Political,  1-3-63

YOUTH  ACTIVITIES

Promoted by supervisors,  19-5-89

YOUTH  COURTS

Juvenile Detention Fund, 43-21-317

Salaries and expenses; tax levy, 43-21-45, 19-9-96

You th C ou rt Law, 43-21 -10 1, et seq.

YOUTH  SERVICES

Local juvenile detention facili ty,  43-27-205

* * * Z * * *

ZONING

Planning  m ay b e regu lated, 17-1-3


